== ww a SW ‘i i “I SE SE ee i i Se Se i i ee a el a 


~~ Vw wy ae a = = 
NE y E 4 r a O A 7. 


N: 


T i. A ee SSS 


Bs 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 28. No. 40. {PUBLISHED WEEELY.} New York, Saturday, October 5, 1901. } 28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 Per Year. 


Note and Comment 


An epidemic of elopements and secret 
marriages is complained of by an Episco- 
pal pastor of Jersey City. Solong as the 
married ministers do not catch the disorder 
there is not much reason for alarm. 


Mrs. Carrie Nation of Kansas has ceased 
to bs an attraction at county fairs, and 
promises to abandon the lecture platform. 
Mrs. Nation denies the sentiments attrib- 
uted to her about President McKinley. 


The Bible isnot a popular book in Catho- 
lic Italy. In illustration of this fact it is 
told of an Italian deputy that he attributed 
to his countryman Cavour the passage, 
“ Wos uito you when all men shall speak 
well of you.” ` 

Prof. George D. Herron hasleft his home 
in Metuchen with his wife, formerly Miss 
Carrie Rand, and sailed for Europe. His 
idea of establishing a colony of Socialists 
at Oak Tree, in Metuchen, did not meet 
with success, it is declared. i 


Prof. Goldwin Smith and Mrs. Smith of 
Toronto, Ont., celebrated the millenary of 
King Alfred by making the University of 
Toronto a gift of $:0,000. King Alfred was 
the restorer of learning in England, and 
must in his day have been reckoned an in- 
novator. 

New York magistrates are discharging 
butchers arrested for keeping their places 
open on Sunday in cases where the sales 
are not witnessed by the-arresting officer. 
It is believed that the policemen can be 
trusted to look at the opposite side of the 
street when passing meat stores. 


Mayor Smalley of North Plainfield, N. 
J., has so erroneous a conception of the 
limitations of his powers that he has under- 
taken tosay what papers may not be cir- 
culated in his borough. If he adheres to 
this course he is likely to learn his error by 
valuable but costly experience. 


The band of Mormon eldets who have 
been touring the state of Maine all summer 
seeking converts to their faith, havé just 
left for Utah with theresults of their labors. 
These consist of about thirty elderly spin- 
sters from various parts of the state who 
were attracted to Mormonism by what the 
elders held out to them. 

An admirable old gentleman named 
Thomas S. Pierce died last week in Middle- 
borough, Mass., leaving the town $600,000 
richer by his will. He was a man without 
religion, and when some one asked him if 
he had made his peace with God, his reply 
was: ‘‘I will doso when I meet him. I 
deal with no middlemen.” 


“These complainants are a lot of irre- 
sponsible people going around the city get- 
ting other people arrested. on trivial 
charges,” is the accurate way in which 
Magistrate Flammer characterizes those 
malicious individuals who are troubling 
themselves to ses that the Sunday law is 
enforced. 

A clergyman whose name is not dis- 
closed was knocked down and beaten in 
Binghamton, N. Y., last week for indors- 
ing a criticism of President McKinley’s 
attitude on the Prohibition question. As 
has been observed, the lawless violence of 
many persons since Mr. McKinley’s death 
shows there are more anarchists in the 
country than any one could have supposed. 


George W. Bowman has deeded to the 
People’s Church of Chicago $1,000,000, 
and has told Dr. Hiram Thomas that sev- 
eral more millions are ready when they are 
wanted. The People’s church movement 
is a non-sectarian enterprise somewhat 
broader than Unitarianism. Dr. Thomas, 
who headsit, isa heretic cast out of the 


Methodist church, and the most painful 
thorn in the side of that body. 


The Cleveland Public School’ Council 
has voted to add the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments, and the Twenty- 
third Psalm to the course of study now 
taught. Somebody should add to the 
knowledge of their duties now possessed by 
the membersof this council the information 
that their act inintroducing religious teach- 
ing in the schools is not only a rank injus- 
tice to the taxpayers at large, but contrary 
to the constitution of the state and to de- 
cisions of the courts of Ohio. 


On one side of asmall plaque of gold the 
size of a three-penny piece, saysthe London 
Daily Mail, the lord mayor of Perth ‘‘has 
engraved: (1) The Ten Commandments; 
(2) the Beatitudes, as in Matthew v, 3-10; 
(3) the Lord’s Prayer; (4) Numbers vi, 
24-26; and (5) the Doxology.” A New 
York youth once engraved the Lord's 
Prayer on a nickel and brought it to Mayor 
Hewitt, expecting a reward of praise. Mr. 
Hewitt told him that if his time was worth 
anything it could be more profitably em- 
ployed. 

On Sept. 24, at Buffalo, N. Y., Leon 
Czolgosz was convicted of the murder of 
President McKinley. On Sept. 26 Czolgosz 
was sentenced to die in the electric chair 
during the week beginning Oct. 28. Be- 
fore receiving sentence he stated that no 
other person was concerned with him in 
his crime, or knew that he intended to 
commit it, and that the idea of shooting 
McKinley came to him only two days be- 
fore he committed the act. Czolgosz ap- 
pears stupid and ignorant. When asked if 
he were temperate in his habits, he said he 
did not know what ‘‘ temperate ” meant. 


Mrs. Gaetano Bresci, who livesin Cliff- 
side, N. J., and isthe widow of the man 
who killed King Humbert of Italy, still re- 
fuses to obey the order of Mayor Newman 
and quit thetown. She attended a meet- 
ing of the board of councilmen the other 
day, and having addressed the members in 
a twenty minutes’ speech, handed them the 
following before she closed: ‘‘May the 
curse of God rest on all that are interested 
in the plot to hound me from heme, where 
I have tried to make my living, into the 
world thatis turning against me.’’ This 
evidence of her orthodoxy should procure 
Mrs. Bresci a stay of proceedings. 


Preacher Hebron, whose endeavors to 
purify the New York police department 
got him into jail on a charge of interfering 
with an officer in the discharge of his duty, 
sought to avenge himself by lodging a 
complaint against the policeman. Here 
is his accusation against the bluecoat, de- 
livered in a loud voice before the police 
commissioner: “I am a minister of the 
gospel, sir, and you thrust your cap in my 
face when I demanded your number, and, 
sir, you seized the fleshy part of my arm 
and squeezed it! You dare not deny it! 
And you confined me to the bastile !’? The 
commissioner dismissed the case against 
the officer. 


This is a rather good one, from the 
Evening Sun: ‘‘Lord Morris, the famous 
Irish jurist, who has just died, was noted 
for his wit and his brogue. When it was 
proposed to return Mr. Lecky to Parlia- 
ment as one of the members for Dublin 
University, some of the clerical voters ex- 
pressed doubts as to the orthodoxy of the 
historian, and it was suggested that a com- 
mittee should be appointed to call upon 
him and ask him about his religious con- 
victions. When Lord Morris heard about 
it he exclaimed: ‘‘If they came to me with 
such a question I would tell them to go to 
hell. And sure, that would be prima facie 
evidence of me orthodoxy.’ ” 


The failure of the united prayers of 
Christendom to save President McKinley 
isexplained by Mrs. Eddy as due to a lack 
of harmony among those who did the pray- 
ing. “These conflicting states of the hu- 
man mind, of trembling faith, hope, and 
fear,” she says, ‘‘evinced a lack of the ab. 
solute understanding of God’s omnipo- 
tence, and thus they prevented the power 
of absolute truth from reassuring the mind, 
and, through it, resuseitating the body of 
the patient.” There was a young lady in 
Stanford University who accounted for 
cyclones on the theory that they were 
caused by different groups of earnest 
Christians praying for a fair wind while 
going in opposite directions. 


Who would not enjoy the ‘‘ Christian lib. 
erty’’ to be found only in the Catholic 
church! The Rev. Father P. J. Barrett, 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral. Rutland, Vt., an- 
nounces that to parents who send their 
children of ten years and younger to the 
public schools, instead of to the parochial 
schools, absolution will be denied. This is 
according to an edict issued by Bishop 
Michaud. He further states that Catholics 
who are married by Protestant ministers 
will bə excommunicated, and that absolu- 
tion will also be denied those Catholics 
who were married or attempt to be married 
by a justice of the peaceor a notary public. 
The friendliness of the church for Ameri- 
can institutions, especially the public 
schools, is to be judged by such announce- 
ments asthat of Priest Barrett. 


Bigotry aroused by the work of the Sev- 
enth Day Adventists in Trenton, N. J., has 
resulted in a boycott. Because the Rev, 
E. E. Franke has made many converts 
from the membership of other churches and 
preaches the Fourth Commandment which 
says that Saturday is the day of rest he has 
been denounced from many of the pulpits. 
Franke has been preaching in a large tent. 
Last week he rented of A. H. Smith a hall 
over his bakery and confectionery store. 
As soon as the Sundayites heard of it they 
declared they would no longer patronize 
the baker. Smith became frightened and 
tried to get released from his contract, but 
the Adventists told him if he refused to let 
them have the hall they would boycott him 
throughout the entire city, so he concluded 
to stand by his contract and fight it out 
with his customers. Some of Francke’s 
converts have lost their situations for re- 
fusing to work on Saturday. 


The National Conference of Unitarian 
and other Christian churches at Saratoga 
listened to some radical talk by the Rev. 
M. J. Savage of New York on September 
25. In the course of his address Dr. Sav- 
age said: ‘That which has been called ‘the 
gospel’ in the past most certainly is not 
good news. Good news for a selected few, 
if those few be willing to take a partial 
salvation on such terms—it has been tid- 
ings of disaster and despair to the majority 
of mankind. Agnosticism is cheer and re- 
lease compared with it. Yea, more. Out- 
right Atheism were infinitely better. Un- 
waking sleep and eternal silence—what 
unselfish soul would not choose them 
rather thana heaven with its lustre dimmed 
by the smoke of torment and its music 
broken in upon by a dreadful undertone of 
hopeless pain? Is this only the daring 
word of a radical? Not long before his 
death Henry Ward Beecher, in an article 
in the North American Review, declared 
in burning words that no belief at all was 
unspeakably better than the so-called faith 
which had dominated the churches in the 
past.” We may say, as Dr. Savage did 
not, that there has been no change for the 
better in the basis of the faith that Beecher 
termed unspeakably worse than no belief 
at all, 


News of the Week. 


President McKinley left an estate valued 
at $225,000 and upwards. 


An American missionary, Miss Stone, 
has been carried off by Turkish brigands, 
who demand $110,000 ransom for her. 


John G. Nicolay, first private secretary 
and biographer of Abraham Lincoln, died 
in Washington D. C., Sept. 26, aged 70 
years. 


The Anti-Tammany forces have nom- 
inated Seth Low for mayor. Mr. Low re- 
signs the presidency of Columbia College 
to enter the race. He has been a candidate 
for the office before. — 


At the instance of Tom Isabel, the Cher- 
okee Rough Rider, the Kiowa Indians of 
Kansas held a war dance in honor of 
Roosevelt’s accession to the presidency, 
The redmen have seen pictures of the colo- 
nel in his soldier clothes, and are sure that 
he is a great chief. 


The Chicago Anarchists, including Em- 
ma Goldman, were all set free last week 
for lack of evidence to connect them with 
any crime. The arrested persons were 
Abraham Isaak and family and his assist- 
antsin the publication of Free Society, a 
weekly paper. 


A disastrous fight between United States 
troops and the Filipinos occurred Sept. 
28 in the Island of Samar, near Balangiga. 
A large body of insurgents attacked Com- 
pany C, Ninth Infantry, only twenty-four 
members of the company escaping. All 
the others, numbering forty-eight men, are 
reported to have been killed. 


While the Rev. B, H. Ross was preach- 
ingin the Kembell Springs church, Ken- 
tucky, last Sunday, a member of his 
congregation, one Carmichael, took a shot 
at him with a revolver. Owing to Mr. 
Carmichael’s poor marksmanship, the rev- 
erend gentleman was not injured. No ex- 
planation of the shooting is offered. 


The remains of Abraham Lincoln were 
on September 26 placed under the Lincoln 
monument in Oakridge cemetery, Spring- 
field, Ill. The casket, surrounded by an 
iton cage, is imbedded in a huge block of 
cement. This is the thirteenth time the 
body of the first martyred President has 
been removed, and it is expected to be the 
last. 


In the athletic competition between Ox- 
ford-Cambridge and Harvard-Yale in New 
York, September 25, the Americans won 6 
events and the Englishmen 3. The Oxford- 
Cambridge combination owed two of their 
score toa parson, the Rev. H. W. Work- 
man, whose running was of the sort that 
gets preachers out of danger when husbands 
come home unexpectedly. 


In the first race between Shamrock II. 
and Columbia, Sept. 26, the time limit of 
five and one-half hours for thirty miles ex- 
pired before the yachts could get over the 
course, leaving the Columbia about a mile 
ahead. The second race, Sept. 28, was 
sailed in about four hours and a half, the 
Columbia winning by 37 seconds actual 
and 1 minute 16 seconds corrected time. 


The efforts of the health authorities of 
the different states to arrest the ravages of 
smallpox do not seem to be meeting with 
success, according to the last reports of the 
Marine Hospital Service, for the number 
of cases reported between June 28 and Sep- 
tember 20 was 9,797 aS compared with 
3,818 during the corresponding period of 
last year. Ohio heads the list with 3,457 
cases. 
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THE ROMANIZING OF AMERICA. 


WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO 
-~ ABOUT IT? 


The Government Pursuing a Policy that Opens Gate 
and Door to the Catholic Hierarchy—The Only Way 
of Escape from the Grasp of Rome Is Renunciation 
of the Myths ef Religion and Acceptance of the 
Truths of Science—A Warning to Be Heeded. 


BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS. 


Among the many astonishing characteristics of 
American civilization at the present time isa de- 
cided and apparently increasing opposition tothe 
Catholic church, not only by pronounced and or- 
-gan'zed enemies, such as the '‘ A. P. A.” Society, 
but also by adherents of all the Protestant sects, 
and even by Freethinkers, who seem to make a 
distinction between Protestants and Catholics as 
to their respective power to curtail liberty in a 
country professing to uphold free institutions. 
One would suppose, from the language employed 
by the religious press and by many public speak- 
ers, as also in private conversation, that the 
United States belonged exclusively to Protestants, 
whereas Catholics might, with more show of rea- 
son, make the same pretension, inasmuch as they 
were, in many directions, first on the ground 
and have always had most irfluence with the 
aborigines, their superiority in this particular 
being due to their wiser and more humane con- 
duct, in matters secular as well as religious. 

However this may be, the Catholics are with 
us, and they are come to stay. Why not? They 
have as good a right as any of us to all the 
chances and privileges of a comparatively new 
and not yet over-populated country. It is true 
that many of the most influential ecclesiastics are 
new-comers from various foreign nationalities, 
but these become citizens as soon as the law 
allows; whilethe great body of the laity are Amer- 
ican-born, descendants of early emigrants, who 
have profited by the advantages secured to them 
through several generations of increasingly pros- 
perous forefathers. 

These men and these families outweigh at pres- 
ent in position and influence the hordes of foreign 
workmen who come to us poor and ignorant from 
Catholic countries on the other side of the world, 
and who intheir turn will eventually become 
shaped to our political institutions, while retain- 
ing at least a nominal connection with the church 
which never lets go a soul once baptized into her 
communion. 

Thus we see that the Catholic church in Amer- 
ica possesses already wealth and numbers, aud 
these sources of strength arecontrolled and directed 
by a body of celibate priests, educated and expe- 
rienced, and devoted to the cause which most of 
them honestly believe to be for the saving of the 
nations. They are succeediug in their plans and 
will continue to succeed so long as present con- 
ditions are in force. No one can blame them for 
doing their best and utmost, from their point of 
view, with the means at their command, and those 
of us who are disposed to bewail such prosperity 
would do well to remember that we have given 
this power of our own free will into their hands. 
For instance: When monasteries and convents 
began to show themselves in our land we might 
have so framed our laws that no house should be 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the police; but 
we were blind to the danger, and now we have 
cloisters as securely barred against outside inspec- 
tion and regulation as any in Italy or Spain. 


The Catholic church has always been opposed ° 


to the public schools, aud has never ceased trying 
to divert a portion of the public funds to its own 
private and parochial schoois. In some parts of 
our country their efforts have already met with 
some degree of success, and if we continue to 
lower the educational standard through political 
scheming such attempts will be strengthened and 
multiplied beyond hope of rejection. 

The present executive* has shown a ready sus- 
ceptibility to the influence of Catholic diplomat- 
ists: ‘‘ Ireland sees McKinley” has passed into a 
proverb, and it is said that the visits of the prelate 
resulted in free grants of government land for the 
furtherance of the far-seeing plans of astute Cath- 
olic leaders. And with all this evidence before 
our eyes, and with the certainty that a continu- 
ance of our present imperialistic policy implies 


*Th2 r2ader will wadarstaud that this article was writ- 
t21 previous to the death of President McKinley.—Ep.T.S, 


the most powerful assistance which we could pos- 
sibly render to the spread and establishment of 
the Catholic church in all parts of our posses- 
sions, we re-elected the man who heads the party 
which is destroying the Republic, and which is 
opening gate.and door to the hierarchy, as well 
as to the secular forms of arbitrary government. 
For the Catholic church, althorgh apparently 
democratic in its administration, is in reality the 
most aristocratic institution in existence, and can 
never sympathize with the republican idea. 

All our recent optimistic talk about the Ameri- 
canization of Catholicism is nonsense, and has not 
the slightest foundation in fact. The apparent 
countenance which Archbishop Ireland and a few 
other prominent ecclesiastics gave for a time to 
such ‘expectations was either insincere or was 
promply checked by a rebuke from Rome. The 
pope and his councillors are fully aware that in or- 
der to maintain authority and influence the church 
must remain unaltered in principle and prac- 
tice; it is a rule which has worked well hitherto, 
and it willcontinue to be effectual solong asthe Cath- 
olic church, in its character of supreme embodi- 
ment of Christian superstition, is opposed to weaker 
forms of the same obsolete system of jugglery. For, 
from its own standpoint, it is logical, which can 
not be said of any form of Protestantism; also, 
for every one of its distinctive theoriesit can point 
to chapter and verse in that exceedingly oracular 
and contradictory authority, the Bible. Ignorant 
Protestants speak contemptuously of the idolatry 
and superstition of Catholic worship; but they 
themselves are guilty of the same folly, without 
the poetry and beauty of the older rites. And from 
the Episcopalians down through all the organized 
sects which have developed since the Reformation, 
the tendency is continually toward a return to the 
original form. The Episcopal church in Amer- 
ica, formerly strongly Calvinistic in doctrine and 
plain in ritual, is, like its English prototype, rap- 
idly adopting, or rather resuming, the ornate 
ceremonies and strict authority from which it 
once broke away, and the more emancipated 
bodies are gradually demanding more dignity in 
their services, an obligatory ritual, elaborate 
music, distinctive dress, ornamental architecture. 
These changes are suggested in part by the evi- 
dently waning interest of the mass of the people 
in what the churches have to offer, but they are 
also in response to a natural craving for esthetic 
satisfaction commensurate with the degree of cul- 
tivation to which the intellect and sensibilities of 
the better educated have attained. And nowhere 
are such wants better appreciated and ministered 
to than in the Catholic church. 

The practical working of its system, also, in 
works of benevolence is in many respects admira- 
ble. There is strict surveillance, rightly placed 
responsibility, wise selection of suitable cfficials. 
In the Catholic church, the swindling and ab- 
sconding Sunday-school superintendent, who has 
passed into a proverb in the Protestant fold, ap- 
pears to be unknown. 

As to the chastity of celibate ecclesiastics, 
either. they are remarkably successful in conceal- 
ing thelr moral lapses in this particular or such 
lapses do not often occur. Certainly, with such a 
record as Protestant pastors, though shielded from 
temptation by family ties, are continually present- 
ing to the public, there is no occasion for throw- 
ing stones at Catholic priests; and as for the in- 
iquities popularly supposed to be practiced in the 
confessional, it is obvious that such charges are 
for the most part slanders. Confessions are gen- 
erally held in the church, where the doors are 
open all day, and people are continually passing 
in and out. The confessional box, or closet, is in 
full sight. There is room in it only for the priest. 
The penitent kneels outside and whispers the con- 
fession through a grated window. A wicked priest 
might act wickedly with a feminine penitent, but 
he must choose some other place than the confes- 
sional for his interviews. Non-Catholics who 
travel or reside long in Catholic countries must, if 
they are at all observant, be struck by the busi- 
nesslike management of the whole matter of con- 
fession. There are certain seasons in the ecclesi- 
astical year when every Catholic is expected to 
confess, and at such times it may well be supposed 
that the priest’s share in the ceremony is perfunc- 
tory, as the communications are mostly trivial and 
made by persons only slightly knownto him. There 
are also days and hours when any burdened soul 
may seek relief through this means, but in such 
cases the matter, so important to the penitent, has 
usually little interest forthe priest. It may even be 
that a designing woman may make confession an 
excuse for a private interview in the priests’ own 
house; but such temptations are not confined to 


Catholic divines, nor to the ecclesiastical profes- 
sion. In this, as in all meetings between persons 
of opposite sex, men stand or fall according to 
their strength of character and sincerity of pur- 
ose. a 

i As for what goes on in convents with regard to 
this observance, outsiders cannot judge; but it is 
often asserted, by those who know, that most 
priests dislike to hear confessions, and especially 
the confessions of nuns, considering these the 
greatest of bores—an opinion which would seem 
to premise innocency of conduct in both parties 
during the process. 

The more apparent evils of confession—the 
allowing of priestly authority to interfere between 
man and wife, parent and child, or to influence 
unjustly the distribution of property ard the 
direction of political choice—these evils are 
greatly lessened by the growing indiffer- 
ence of the laity to priestly opinion, and 
the consequently increasing neglect of the 
practice of confession. That institution is an 
anachronism; it belongs to an age when the 
great mass of the laity could not read and were in 
subjection to both ecclesiastical and secular 
power. At present, the majority of human beings 
in civilized countries prefer to use their own 
judgment as regards public matters and to keep 
their private affairs to themselves. With the 
spread of knowledge and consequently of Indi- 
vidual freedom, the irfluence of the confessional 
will wane, and its ability to harm will thereby be 
lessened. We see already that no church nowa- 
days assumes the right to punish, as formerly, 
with corporeal suffering, or confiscation of prop- 
erty, or banishment, or open injury of any sort, 
those persons who rebel against authority, or who 
wilfully neglect what are supposed to be ‘‘ means 
of grace;?” even excommunication is shorn of its 
terrors, and secret crime is seldom resorted tc, as 
it is well known to the enduring disgrace of the 
institution which permits and encourages such 
methods of revenge. It depends upon the peo- 
ple whether ancient tyranny shall be revived. 
The spirit of persecution exists in all forms 
of the development of Christisnity, and the best 
organized form is, of course, the most dangerous 
in this particular, but there are now sufficient 
guarantees for mental and moral freedom, if the 
people choose to make useofthem. As matters 
now stand, we cannot hinder the progress and 
prosperity of Catholicism in our country. 
The church will continue to increase in num- 
bers, not only through foreign immigration, 
but also by accessions from the Protestant camp. 
Many persons brought up to hate and de- 
nounce “the scarlet woman ” will “first endure, 
then pity, then embrace” her and her tenets, be- 
ing moved thereto by various emotions and argu- 
ments. Some will be led by esthetic enjoyment 
of fine music, rich coloring, tasteful decoration, 
imposing ceremonial; others will seek shelter, in 
apparently unchanging conservation of divine 
mysteries, from the running to and fro of the 
eager crowd after every new pretender to super- 
natural power; the Catholic church offers some- 
thing to every variety of intellect and every mood 
of sorrow or of joy, provided only that the in- 
quirer believe in the Christian God and the Chris- 
tian eternity. 

Therefore, so long as people cling to the old 
superstitions, just so long will the Catholic church 
continue to be the most authoritative, the most. 


‘logical, andthe most attractive of all the religious 


organizations of Christianity. The only success- 
ful weapon of defense against her charms, the 
only possible means of compassing her destruc- 
tion, consists in entire renunciation of the myths 
of religion, and complete devotion to the truths 
of science. 


oO O 


Controversy flourishes over the question whe- 
ther the Apostle Paul was a life-long celibate or 
whether he was ever married. The celibate theory 
is shaken considerably by the scriptural passage 
in Acts xxvi, 10, where Paul says that when 
Christians “‘were put to death I gave my vote 
against them.” The word “vote” is equivalent 
to the death-ballot, which, it is urged, could not 
have been cast except by a member of the San- 
hedrin, and in order to belong to that august body 
a man was required to be thirty years old and to be 
a husband. is z 


The Rev. Clarence Young, evangelist and 
United States army deserter, who is serving five 
years in Trenton, N. J., prison for bigamy, has 
written his original wife in Newark a full ac- 
knowledgment of her claims upon him. 
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WHERE STATE POWER ENDS. 


Bnsiness Cannot Be Stopped for the Purpose of Enfore- 
ing Religious Views. 
From the decision of Judge Brent of Walla Walla, 


Wash. (Tuly 31, 1901), declaring the Sunday-closing 
Jaw unconstitutional. 


There are a great many people who regard Sun- 
day asa holy day—one ón which no secular labor 
should be performed. They are conscientious in 
that belief. There are others who believe that 
Saturday is a holy day, and that no secular work 
should be performed on that day. The Constitu- 
tion of the United States declares that every man 
should be protected in his religious views and 
principles. The man who believes that it is 
wrong to keep open his store on Sunday, or the 
man who believes it is wrong to keep open his 
store on Saturday, is not compelled to do sp. 
There isn’t any law—any valid law—that would 
make him open his store and do business on a 
day when he religiously believes it would be wrong 
to do so, 

The man who believes that Sunday is a holy 
day, and that he should not engage in any work 
or sport, as I say, is not compelled to do so. 
Nelther Is the Jew, or the Adventist, who believes 
in Saturday as a holy day, compelled to do any 
work or engage in auy sport or do any act on that 
day; but our legislatures in many of the states 
have declared that certain things may not be done 
on certain days. They do this under the police 
power which, it is conceded by all, they possess 
to a certain extent; but they may not, and can 
not, transcend that power. That power is con- 
ferred upon them for the general welfare of the 
people of the state, or community, or nation, and 
they are not allowed to transcend that power and 
to exercise it for the purpose of enforcing the 
religious views and observances of one class of 
people upon those who do not believe in those 
views and observances. 

Now in respect to the mercantile business 
there is the same distinction, and, as it appears to 
me, between it aud other kinds of business not 
prohibited by the new act now iu question. That 
act declares: ‘‘That-it shall be unlawful for any 
person of this state to open on Sunday for the 
purpose of trade or sale of goods, wares, and 

-merchaudise, auy. shop, store, or building, or 
place of business whatever.” 

Now, if the legislature had stopped there, un- 
der both lines of these decisions that have been 
rendered iu respect to barbers, that act probably 
would have been held coustitutional and valid, 
and a proper exercise of police power, at least one 
which the legislature could exclusively determine. 
But, as already iutimated in some of those opin- 
ions, the legislature cannot discriminate between 
businesses of the same class, nature, or character. 
It cannot prohibit one and allow another to go on, 
if there be no real material difference between 
them in their character. There is no question but 
that the legislature can prohibit the selling of in- 
toxicatiug liquors or the keeping opeu of saloons 
for the purpose of selling intoxicating liquors, 
absolutely, throughout the whole week on every 
day of the week. Aud if they cau do that, as all 
coutts hold they can, they can prohibit the sale 

- of intoxicatiug liquors aud keeping open of sa- 
loous for that purpose ou auy day of the week. If 
they can do that during the whole week or on any 
day of the week, I think they cau select that part 
of the time. They can so prohibit it on Sunday, 
Saturday, or auy other day. On that principle I 
upheld the section, previous to this, that prohib- 
ited the keeping open of saloons on Sunday, on 
the principle that the legislature, in the proper 
exercise of its police power, had the right to pro- 
hibit the keeping opeu of saloons every day ofthe 
week, aud cousequently to prohibit it on any day 
of the week that they might desiguate. 

But here is a great and. material difference. I 
think that nobody will pretend to say that the 
legislature cau absolutely prohibit a merchant 
from keeping his store open on every day of the 
week. I think everybody, every court, would 
hold that the legislature had trauscended the 
power conferred upon it in doing that. The con- 
ducting of a mercantile business, where an or- 
diuary trade iu goods, wares, aud merchandise is 
carried on, cauuot, I thiuk, be absolutely prohib- 
ited through the exercise of the police power of 
the state. Can it then be prohibited for a part of 
that time? I thiuk it may if there are special 
reasons why it should be, affecting the public 
health, morals, or welfare iu any other way. But 
it cannot be done for the purpose of enforcing the 
religious views of any class of citizens. 


The man who keeps open his store on Sunday 
cannot be prohibited, I think, from doing that 
simply and solely because some other man, on ac- 
count of his religious views, and on that account 
alone, thinks it is wrong that he should do so. 
Otherwise church and state become married. 


Conduct and Religious Belief. 


Men may be religious and make the highest 
professions of morality, and yet do things that 
stamp them as dishonest and even criminal. In 
a treatise on ‘Civic Conscience,” Frank Moss of 
New York makes these notes showing how little 
belief affects conduct for good: 

Cortez justified his cruelty to the Indians of 
Mexico by the plea that he was converting them 
from paganism to Christianity. In his will he or- 
dered his son to spare no pains to arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth on the question whether 
these Indians could be held in slavery justly, say- 
ing: “It is a matter which interests deeply your 
conscience and mine.” 

Macaulay, speaking of certain books of casuistry 
written by religious men, said: ‘‘ There the bank- 
rupt was taught how he might without sin secrete 
his goods from his creditors; the servant was 
taught how he might without sin run off with his 
master’s plate; the high spirited gentlemen of 
France were gratified by a decision in favor of 
dueling; the Italians, accustomed to darker and 
baser modes of vengeance, were glad to learn how 
they might without any crime shoot at their ene- 
mies from behind hedges; in truth, if 
society continued to hold together, if life and 
property enjoyed any security, it was because 
common sense and common humanity restrained 
men from doing what they were assured (by re- 
ligious teachers) that they might with a safe con- 
science do.” 

The Dominican monk Jacques Clement mur- 
dered King Henry III. after fasting and prayer, 
and in the delusion that he was performing a re- 
ligious service. 

Christian men of various countries, in modern 
as well as in ancient times, have engaged in or 
profited by the slave trade, with all of its horrors. 
Bancroft says that from 1700 to 1750 ‘‘ English 
ships fitted out in English cities under the special 
favor of the royal family, of the ministry, and of 
Parliament, stole from Africa probably a million 
and a half of souls, of whom one-eighth were bur- 
ied in the Atlantic, victims of the passage, and 
yet in England no general indignation rebuked 
the enormity, for the public opinion of the age 
was obedient to materialism. (Thatis, conscience 
was silenced or perverted by self-interest.) ` 

Men of ordinary good morals, of high standingin 
the community, and sometimes in the church, par- 
ticipated in the opium traffic by which English- 
men forced that drug into China. 

The liquor traffic, with its necessary accompani- 
ment of human misery and destruction, is carried 
on largely by men who ordinarily are good citi- 
zens, and many of whom profess to believe in 
God and in the gospel of love. 


Hysteria in Virginia. 

The Virginia Constitutional Convention, scared 
by sensationalism in newspapers, has eliminated 
the clause in its Billof Rights guarauteeing free- 
dom of speech and press. 

It is remarkable, comments the Detroit Even- 
ing News, that emotional insanity should have 
affected an entire deliberative body in this wise. 
It is exceedingly unfortunate for Virgina that 
an overwhelming national tragedy should have 
occurred at a time when momentous questions 
were being decided for an indefiuite term of years, 
and an immense pity that an isolated incident, no 
matter how important, should have been so timed 
as to materially influence the formation of funda- 
mental laws. The fathers of the republic and the 
framers of the earlier state constitutions saw 
clearly that free government, without free speech 
and a free press, could not be maintained. They 
realized that if it were competent for those in 
authority to restrict criticism of their oficial acts 
or the circulation of information concerning those 
acts, a wide gate would be left open for the en- 
trance of every form of tyranny and abuse. It 
isonly by the utmost liberty of discussion that a 
free people may protect their own interests, and 
secure the exposition and correction of any wrongs 
aud errors of which their chosen representatives 
may be guilty. History and logic unite in de- 
claring that there is no greater temptation to des- 
potism and no more prolific source of oppression 
than the power to silence condemnation. 

That Virginia, of all the states of the Union, 


should have so soon forgotten the lessons which 
had been so bitterly impressed upon the colonists, 
and should have drifted so far from the wise pre- 
cepts to which those lessons gave birth, is both 
pitiful and alarming, 

` It may be argued that the hysteria of the mo- 
ment, bred of disgust, sorrow, and shock, pro- 
duced by the crime of Czolgosz, will pass shortly, 
and that no legislature will ever be found to avail 
itself of the power thus conferred. It would be 
gratifying to believe that the argument is well 
founded, and the fundamental principles of lib- 
erty are so deeply engraved on the hearts of the 
American people that they cannot be obscured 
except momentarily by some sudden and violent 
excitement; but the extremes to which partisan 
politics will carry legislative bodies are so well 
understood that no sane observer of governmental 
activities will be willing to trust such authority 
in their hands. If the people of Virginia agree 
to such a surrender of their liberties and create 
this opportunity for oppression, they may be sure 
that the man and the occasion will arise when it 
will be grasped, and it is quite as likely to be used 
for evil purposes and for the protection of a cor- 
rupt machine from just condemnation as for the 
suppression of enemies of society. 


The best verse brought out by the late national 
Cay is this reprint in the New York Evening 
un: 


O CAPTAIN! MY CAPTAIN ! 


O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done; 
The ship has weather’d every rack, the prize we sought is 
won; 
The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and 
daring : 
But O heart! heart! heart ! 
O the bleeding drops of red, 
Where on the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 


O Captain! my Captain ! rise up and hear the bells; 
Rise up—for you the flag is flung—for you the bugle trills; 
For you bouquets and ribbon’d wreaths—for ycu tke 

shores a-crowding; 
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces 

turning : 

Here Captain! dear father! 
This arm heneath your head; 
It is some dream that on the deck 
You've fallen cold and dead. 


My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still; 
My father does not fee] my arm, he has no pulse nor will; 
The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and 


done; 
From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object 


won: 
Exult, O shores, and ring, O bells! 
But I, with mournful tread, 
Walk the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 
5 —Walt Whitman. 


The good things said are non-theological. This 
is James Whitcomb Riley’s tribute : 
THE NATION. 

Even as a child to whom sad neighbors speak 

In symbol, saying tbat his father ‘‘ sleeps "— 
Who feels their meaning, even as his cheek 

Feels the first teardrop as it stings and leaps; 
Who keenly knows his loss, and yet denies 

Its awful import—grieves unreconciled, 
Moans, drowses—rouses, with new-drownirg eyes— 

Even as a child, 
Even as a child; with empty, almless hand 

Clasped sudden to the heart all hope deserts— 
With tears that blur all lights on sea or land— 

The lip that quivers and the throat that hurts— 
Even so, the nation that has known his love 

Is orphaned now; and, whelmed in anguish wild, 
Knows but its sorrow and the ache thereof, 

Even as a child. i 


—— O 


A writer in the Church Standard comes to the 
support of Professor Triggs in his criticism of the 
literary quality of our hymns. This writer, J. 
Anketell, ridicules the popular hymn “ Beulah 
land.” The word ‘‘ Beulah,” he says, is the femi- 
nine participle of the Hebrew verb B-ayin-L, and 
signifies married (Isaiah Ixli, 4). He accordingly 
rewrites the refrain of the hymn as follows: 


O Married land ! sweet Married land ! 
Upon thy highest mount I stand, 

And look away across the sea, ` 
Where mansions are prepared for me! 


oe 


Dean Farrar thinks that while there is less of 
open and ostentatious Idfidelity in these days than 
there was in the days of Charles II., or in the early 
years of the eighteenth century, there isa far more 
widely spread spirit of doubt, and even of positive 
unbelief, than there has ever been, even among 
men who have never professedly abandoned al- 
legiance to the religion of their fathers. 
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OBJECTS. 


It is the object of The Truth Seeker to educate the peo- 
pl: out of religious superstition. It denies the inspira- 
tion and infallibility of the Bible, and asserts the human 
origin of that book. It denies the existence of the theologi- 
cal heaven and hell, but as to the existence and immortality 
of the soul neither affirms nor denies. It waits for evi- 
dence. 

The Truth Seeker upholds the theory of Evolution, be- 
lieving that in itis the solution of the question of the origin, 
growth, and development of the animal kingdom, includ- 
Ing man. The Truth Seeker believes that the answer to 
the questions Whence? and Whither? can be given only by 
Science. i 

The Truth Seeker holds that morality and ethics—or 
man’s relation to man—are entirely independent of creed 
or religion, and are founded on rules developed by ex- 
perience. 

In current politics The Truth Seeker takes no side or 
part, In general it holds to the principles of freedom 
enunciated by the Founders of this Republic. 

The Truth Seeker believes in Free Speech, Free Press, 
and Free Mails; in full discussion of all sides of all sub- 
jects, and affords those having new and worthy thoughts, 
clearly stated, a generous and welcome hearing, each con- 
tributor being responsible for his own opinions. We neither 
indorse an idea by printing it, nor condemn it by exclusion. 

The Truth Seeker is the recognized medium of com- 
munication between ‘the Liberals of the country, and is 
edited each week for their information, instruction, enter- 
tainment, and support against religious error and mental 
slavery, and in maintenance of their equal civil and relig- 
fous rights as citizens of the United States. 

The Editor invites communications on the subjects to 
which these pages are devoted. Anonymous communica- 
tions will not be regarded. 


THE NINE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 


I. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical 
property shall be no longer exempt from taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in 
Congress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and 
in p onn; asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of a religious character 
shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services sustained by the 
government shall be abolished; and especially that the use 
of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as a 
.ext-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
əf all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and all 
other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties 
of perjury shall be established in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly en- 
forcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be 
. repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement 
t of Christian” morality shall be abrogated, and that all 
laws shall be conformed to the requirements of natural 
morality, equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
‘ical administration of the same, no privilege o1 advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special re- 
ligion that our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on 3 purelysecular basis; ar | that what- 
ever changes shall pr 3'2 1¢: essary to this end shall be cot- 
sistently, unflinchingly, and promptly made. 


If you have not the Truth Seeker Company’s catalogue 
of books send for one. If you know of anybody who, 
yoithiak might buy Liberal books if he had a list, send 
ts his name 
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ENOUGH OF THIS! 

Bishop Henry C. Potter of the Episcopal diocese 
of New York boils over in the following uuwonted 
manner: 

“ There is something wrong in our hereditary American 
doctrines. Certain elements in the Constitution are wrong. 
There were among those who made it men who drew their 
inspiration from the French revolutionists. To them the 
modern anarchist might be extravagant. The principles 
of modern aaarchy would not be extravagant. 
speech would not be extravagant to them. There is no 
such thing. It is licentiousness. 

“ Real free spzech is au im ossibility in decent society. 
If I go into your home and by my spoken words poison 
the minds of your growing sons and daughters it is not a 
proper free speech. It is monstrous. It is licensed 
speech. There should be no more law for that sort of 
free sp2ech than for free gunpowder.” 

The words are taken from the World’s report 
of Bishop Potter’s sermon of September 22. The 
element in our Constitution which he asserts is 
wrong is the first amendment : 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; 
or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press; orthe 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances.” 


There are few ministers of any denomination 
who like that part of the Constitution. It is par- 
ticularly obnoxious to priests of the Episcopal 
church, which would have become the established 
church if that amendment had not been adopted 
along with the Constitution. Bishop Potter’s dis- 
like for it, therefore, is hereditary and inexpug- 
nable. There is, however, no connection between 
that part of the Constitution and Anarchy. An- 
archy of the sort that expresses itself in homi- 
cide, and whose adherents do not differ from 
members of any other order of assassins, was not 
bred in the same soil as that element of the Con- 
stitution, butitis a product of political and religious 
tyranny in the Old World. The Anarchists, like 
the Episcopalians, are of Romau Catholic antece- 
dents. They therefore have the same inherited 
inability to appreciate our institutions as Bishop 
Potter. They confound our president with the 
crowned heads of Europe; he thinks the purpose 
of government isto suppress instead of protect 
freedom. 

That guarantee of free speech in the Constitu- 
tion is worth more to the country than all the 
preaching of the Episcopal pulpit since the first 
chaplain of Congress turned Tory and prayed 
God to make another of George Washington. If 
our fathers had listened to the priests of Potter’s 
church, this country would not have become a 
republic; had it achieved independence it would 
have been as an American monarchy. 

In the bishop’s allusion to the French Revolu- 
tionists he has placed the effect before the cause,or, 
as the homely saying is, the cart before the horse, 
for the American Revolution antedated the French 
Revolution by nearly two decades and our Consti- 
tion was adopted before the French Revolution 
broke out. France credited America with hav- 
ing set the example which she tried to follow, and 
after her Revolution Lafayette sent the key of the 
Bastile to Washington in acknowledgment of the 
principles which had opened and destroyed that 
fortress of oppression. The words inscribed on 
the Liberty Bell, “ Proclaim liberty throughout 
the laud, unto all the inhabitants thereof,” were 
not quoted from the “French Revolutionists,” 
but from a book that Bishop Potter professes to 
believe was inspired by God. The man whose 
writings made this country a republic was not a 
French Revolutionist, but an Englishman; his 
name was Thomas Paine, and he was outlawed 
by Episcopal England. 

The other day there arrived in this country a 
United States transport bringing the bodies of 
more than three thousand American soldiers who 
had given their lives to uphold President McKin- 
ley’s policy inthe Philippine Islands. Whether 
that policy was right or wrong it does not now 
concern us to discuss, but we call attention to the 
fact that this sacrifice of life elicited no cry of 
horror from Bishop Potter, nor did he say 


Free . 


that there were some elements in the business 
that were wrong. The death of these men does 
not prove the policy wrong, for the right as well 
as the wrong has its martyrs. And neither does 
the death of President McKinley discredit the 
principle of freedom enunciated by the Constitu- 
tion. 

President McKinley appears to have been a 
sincere believer in the equality of men, and al- 
though warned that he put his life in jeopardy 
when he stood upon the floor of the Temple of 
Music in Buffalo to meet his countrymen as 
equals, he did not shrink. He died in illustrating 
the American principle of republicanism; and the 
attack on liberty which has followed his death 
might well put tongues in the ‘“ poor dumb 
mouths ” of all his wounds to cry out against the 
purposes for which the circumstances of his death 
are used by demagogues and priests. 


THE CHARACTER OF ATHEISTS. 


It may comfort some to know that there are 
among ts many whom the gladiators of the pulpit 
would call Atheists and Materialists, whose lives, 
nevertheless, attested by any accessible standard 
of morality, would contrast more than favorably 
with the lives of those who seek to stamp them 
with this offensive brand. When I say “offensive” _ 
I refer simply to the intention of those who ` 
use such terms, and not because Atheism or 
Materialism, when compared with many of the 
notions ventilated in the columns of religious 
newspapers, has any particular offensiveness to 
me. If I wished to find men scrupulous in their 
adherence to engagements, whose words are their 
bond, and to whom moral shiftiness of any kind 
is subjectively unknown; if I wanted a loving 
father, a faithful husband,an honorable neighhor, 
and a just citizen, I would seek him among the 
band of Atheists to which I refer. I have known 
some of the most pronounced among them—not 
only in life but in death—seen them approaching 
with open eyes the inexorable goal, with no 
dread of a ‘‘ hangman’s whip,” with no hope of a 
heavenly crown, but stil! as mindful of their 
duties and as faithful in the discharge of them as 
if their eternal future depended upon their latest 
deeds.—Prof. JoHN TYNDALL, in Fortnightly Re- — 
view, Nov., 1877. 


TWO BUSINESS LETTERS. 

The following is from J. A. Thomas, president 
Ryan State Bank, Ryan, Iowa, who we naturally 
conclude is a responsible man: 

RYAN, Iowa, Sept. 20, 1901. 

E. M. MACDONALD, Eso —Dear Sir: The evi- 
dence to my mind is as plain as daylight and 
beyond question that you and Mr. Reichwald 
have been exceedingly crooked with the books and 
funds of the A.S.U. Please send no more Truth 
Seekers. I owe you nothing. It is just too awful 
bad that we have to part company this way. Have 
taken your paper over twenty years. Yours 
truly, J. A. THOMAS. 

REPLY. 
NEw York, Sept. 24, 1901. 

J. A. Tuomas, Ryan, Iowa—Sir: Yours of the 
20th at hand, and contents noted. I do not find. 
that you are a member of the Secular Union, so it 
issure that in belng ‘‘exceedingly crooked with 
the funds of the A. S.U.” I never injured you 
financially. You have taken The Truth Seeker 
just ten years the 16th of last December, and 
paid for it; for which thanks. 

But I will make you this proposition: I will put 
up $100.00, you to put up the same amount, each 
of us shall choose a representative, they to choose 
a third, I will submit my books and accounts 
with the Union to them, and if they find that I 
have ever had a penny from the organization to 
which I was not justly entitled, you can take the 
two hundred dollars and I will pay the expenses 
of the investigation. If they decide that I have. 
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not had any I was not justly entitled to I will 
take the $200 oo and you can pay expenses of the 
investigation. Each of us shall put up $75.00 
additional to guarantee the expenses. 

Colonel Ingersoll once said something about 
fool friends, like this: ‘‘He is so candid that he 
always believes the statement of an enemy and 
never suspects anything on your side.” 

Let me see now how hard you believe those 
statements of my enemies. Yours, etc., 

E. M. MACDONALD. 


The following letter to the New York Times is 
the sanest utterance of the ‘‘clerical mind ” re- 
corded in the past month: 


“Iam a clegyman. I have noticed with humiliation 
your not infrequent allusions to the attitude ard the 
utterances of Christian ministers in connection with the 
murder of President McKinley. I am humiliated because 
what you say istootrue. It seems to me that some of the 
most extreme and aad dangerous public utterances that 
have been made have come from the pulpit. 

‘*Another thing I have noticed. In the endeavor to 
account for the Providential character of the event each 
public speaker reads into it his own interpretation drawn 
from his own particular hobby. If he.is an anti-imperial- 
ist, it was imperialism that didit If heisa temperance 
reformer, it was rum that did it. Ifhe is an anti-trust 
man,it was the multiplication of trusts that did it, or it 
was yellow journalism, ete. If God rules the world it 
must have been Providential. God is good and wise. 
What he does or allows to be done must in the end prove 
best; but God is inscrutable and no one can or ought to 
try to tell why he acts as he does.’’ 


We do not exactly see by what authority this 
claagyman judges God to be ‘‘good and wise,” 
since he declares that he is inscrutable and the 
divine motives not to be inquired into. He is 
right, however, in characterizing the utterances 
of the pulpit as ‘‘extreme and dangerous.” The 
clergy have made the assault of an assassin on the 
President the excuse for an assault upon freedom 
of press and of speech. 


In view of the evidence of Egyptologists that 
the earth is ‘‘ at least 9,000 years old and proba- 
bly much older,” the Chicago Chronicle urges 
upon Bible revisers the necessity of changing 
“day” in the creation story to “eon,” and says 
“that substitution will enable many to cling to 
tha Bible, which otherwise will continue to lose 
believers while seeming in conflict with physical 
truth.” On the strength of the foregoing we would 
be reluctant to entrust the editor of the Chronicle 
with the duty of translating anything requiring 
fidelity to the original. This question of the 
meaning of the Hebrew word “ day” in Genesis 
has been completely threshed out, and there is 
not a biblical critic with a deserved reputation for 
veracity who will assert that the writer of Genesis 
meant anything else than days of twenty-four 
hours each and seven to the week. It is just as 
plainly in the mind of the writer that God labored 
six solar days as that he rested on the seventh 
aud hallowed it. What the Chicago Chronicle 
proposes to the trauslators of the Bible is a bare- 
faced fraud. 


Names WANTED.—We want each of our read- 
ers to set down the addresses of all the Liberal- 
minded people he knows and send us a list of 
them, so that they may receive a sample copy of 
The Truth Seeker and an invitation to subscribe. 
We would send out hundreds of samples every 
month if we only had the names of persons in- 
terested or likely to become interested in the 
principles for which The Truth Seeker stands. 
Almost everybody knows a Freethinker who is 
not taking The Truth Seeker, and we want his 


name. 
I 


A Texas reader gives us information about the 
Rev. Joseph Barker, once a colleague of Charles 
Bradlaugh, but later a professed convert to Chris- 
tianity. Barker’s case is utilized by the clergy as 
the basis for mauy wild and Talmagian yarns. 
Our Texas friend says: “The writer when a 
young chap was a member of the same church as 
the Rev. Joseph Barker, and it was a well under- 
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stood condition of Mr. B. that you never knew 
what side he’d be on next week. He undoubtedly 
was gifted, but erratic; a man of excellent char- 
acter, but when out of church he was starved and 
persecuted. He was out of it twice—then left the 
Liberal ranks and rejoined to keep himself in 
bread. I heard a minister say that Mr. Barker’s 
views hadn’t changed, but that he was tired of 
starving and abuse. This he claimed Mr. Barker 
had honestly told him, and that he advised him to 
give up the fight and come back.” 


In 1865 Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by 
a devout Catholic and Democrat. In 1881 James 
A. Garfield was assassinated by a devout Protes- 
tant and stalwart Repnblican. About ten years 
later the mayor of Chicago was assassinated by a 
man orthodox in religion and politics, and last 
year the governor of Kentucky was assassinated 
by men of the same brand. These incidents fur- 
nished no texts from which the pulpit and press 
could preach sermons demanding the ‘‘ stamping 
out ” of Atheism and Anarchy. The murderer of 
William McKiniey professes to be an Auarchist, 
anl no evidence is adduced that he is a believer 
in Christiauity. This is a great opportunity for 
the priests, who declare that rot only must An- 
archy be fought to the death, but our godless pub- 
lic schools must be turned into moral engines by 
combining religious with secular instruction, 
They are oblivious of the fact that the President’s 
assassin was educated in a parochial school. 


— o oaoa 


In addressing the Knights of Columbus, a Cath- 
olic order, at New Brunswick, N. J., Septem ber 
26, District Attorney Eugene A. Philbin of New 
York said: 


“The country is seriously considering the question of 
anarchy. Different remedies are suggested, but there is 
only one thing which can make anarchy impossible, and 
that is religious education. The only way is to teach 
young people the Christian life. I don’t mean to say that 
this can be taught only by the Catholic church, but the 
Catholic church has taken the position of advocating 
religious education, and if the other churches will follow 
men will no longer violate laws.’’ 


Mr. Philbin might find his plan in full opera- 
tion in Italy, Spain, Austria, and all the Catholic 
countries of Europe. He would also find those 
countries the breeding-places of “ anarchy,” but 
that need not interfere with his argument. There 
is also in the state prison at Auburn, N. Y., 
awaiting death as aù assassin, a youth of anarch- 
istic proclivities who enjoyed all the benefits of a 
Christian Catholic education. 


Before sentence of death was passed upon Leon 
Czolgosz at Buffalo, September 26, his 1ecord was 
taken by District Attorney Penney. It is as fol- 
lows: 

“ Age—Twenty-eight years. Nativity—Detroit. Resi- 
dence— Broadway, Nowaks, Buffalo. Occupation—La- 
borer. Married or single— Single. Degreeof Education 
—Common school and parochial. Religious instructicr— 
Catholic. Parents, living or dead—Father living, mother 
dead. Temperate or intemperate— Temperate. Former 
conviction of crime—None.”’ 


When commanded to swear to this statement, 
the prisoner did so, showing no repugnance to the 
religious oath, but placing his hand upon the 
Bible and assenting to the invocation ‘‘So help me 
God” without demur. Beyond doubt, were a 
priest admitted tothe cell of Czolgosz, and the same 
course taken with him as with other murderers of 
like faith, he would die in the fold of the church 
in which he was reared and educated. 


The pope tells a deputation of Austrian Cath- 
olics that President McKinley’s death was due to 
the excessive liberty of America. The Catholics, 
his holiness is reported as saying, must fight the 
Socialists, Anarchists, Freemasons, and Jews, as 
all are threatening humanity with grave dangers. 
‘‘ America’s only hope lies in becoming Catholic.” 
If America should become Catholic there might 
still be assassinations, but the church would take 
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care that they did not result from ‘‘ excessive lib- 
erty.” 


ILLUSTRATED GOSPEL. 

We are taking advance orders for The New 
Testament Comically Illustrated, and if these are 
numerous enough to justify the venture we shall 
bring out the book. The pictures will cover 
the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation, 
and we aim to have a page of text explanatory of 
each illustration, and giving such reflections on 
the subject as the work of the artist may suggest. 
This is to be a companion book to the “ Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated,” and the two 
will make the only complete illustrated Bible in 
existence. The price fixed for the new book isa 
dollar in board covers; one and a half in cloth 
with gilt side stamp. Those who will take it are 
asked to give us their orders at once. We should 
be glad to have to print a thousand copies to fill 
advance orders. 


The Schooling of Czolgosz. 
From the New York Times, September 28. 


Those hasty clergymen, of more than one denomination, 
who made the crime of the man Czolgosz the basis for ve- 
hement denunciation of public schools and the whole sys- 
tem of unsectarian education, may be moved to mitigate 
the violence of their remarks if their attention is called to 
certain facts which were brought out by the questions put 
to Czolgosz just before he was sentenced. We have not 
yet seen the official report of the proceedings, and the 
newspaper accounts, including those printed in Buffalo, 
vary slightly—doubtless because of the low tones in 
which he spoke—as regards the schools Czolgosz said 
he attended, some putting it as ‘‘small common schools,”’ 
and others as ‘‘small German schools,” but all agree 
in quoting him as saying ‘‘Yes’’ to the two questions 
that followed—‘‘ Parochial schools?” and ‘‘Cathoile 
schools?’ Now, this is very far indeed from proving 
that the seed of which the assassination of the President 
is the horrible blossom was planted in the man’s mind 
while he was a pupil in the schools he mentioned, but if 
believers in the public schools, the ‘‘godless’’ publicschools, 
as their enenies are so fond of calling them, should say that 
it did prove exactly that, they would be doing precisely 
what was done by the clergymen who leaped eagerly to 
the conclusion that Czolgosz would be useful to them as a 
frightful example in their campaign against the foundation 
of American institutions: As for ourselves, it is hardly 
necssary to say that we do not suspect parochial schools of 
teaching assassination, but we do want those who openly 
declared that Czolgoz is a natural and inevitable product 
of the public schools, to note and ponder the fact that at 


. least a considerable part of such education as he had 


seems to have been acquired in the schools they regard as 
the effectual inspirers and guardiars of all tke virtues. 


Three members of the colony at Home, in the 
state of Washington, have been arrested on a 
charge of sending obscence literature through the 
mrils. The men arrested are James Adams, a 
printer, employed on the weekly paper Discontent, 
and Charles Govan and-James Larkens, contribu- 
tors to Discontent. A warrant was also issued for 
Jobn Morgan, another contributor to Discontent, 
who lives in Boston. The men arrested were 
taken to Spokane. It is said that James F. Mor- 
ton, publisher of Discontent, was dissatisfied be- 
cause he was not arrested. The report of the 
foregoing proceedings which appears in the New 
York papers contains the statement: “It is known 
that the action is taken with the object of break- 
iog up the Home colony.” We may conclude, 
therefore, that the obscenity charge is a pretext, 
and that the Home people are pursued by the 
authorities because they profess to be anarchists. 
Discontent comes regularly to The Truth Seeker 
office. It isa mild and unexciting sort of paper, 
some of its contributors being advocates of non- 
resistance. Mr. Morton was a speaker at the 
congress of the American Secular Union in 1897, 
and made a very good impression. 


Friends in and about New York will take no- 
tice that the Manhattan Liberal Ciub .resumes its 
meetings at German Masonic Hall, 220 East Fif- 
teenth street, on the evening of Fridav, October 
4; and that the fall season of the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association begins on the following Sun- 
day, in College Hall, South Eighth street, between 
Bedford and Driggs avenues, Brooklyn. 


Send for Catalogue of our publications. 
free on application. : 


Sent 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SENSIBLE REMARKS ON PRAYER. 


Written While the Life of President McKinley Was in 
Doubt and Something Was Hoped from Heaven. 
From the London Freethinker. 

The whole ‘‘civilized’? world—which, by the 
way, was very little moved at the tale of the mon- 
strous and awful cruelties of murder and lust per- 
petrated by Christian soldiers in China—is in- 
dulging in a perfect orgie of denunciation of the 
fanatic with a swelled head who shot President 
McKinley. It must not be supposed that we have 
the slightest sympathy with assassins of any 
persuasion, whether they commit murder on a 
small scale or a large one. We merely venture 
to suggest that a sense of humor is lacking in the 
civilized world as well as in the fanatic. Now a 
sense of humor saves us from many blunders. It 
also saves us from being ridiculous. Founders of 
religion never possess it. Youcan hardly imagine 
Moses with a broad grin. Jesus Christ is re- 
ported to have wept, but itis never said that he 
smiled. Paul was always indeadly earnest. Mo- 
hammed had a certain power of sarcasm, but he 
was never merry. The religious frame of mind 
tends to melancholy. It induces a man to takean 
exaggerated view of trifles. It kills his sense of 
proportion. Little sins and big sins become all 
alike to him. A sense of humor would often 
make him laugh instead of groaning. It would 
render him more tolerant to himself and to others. 
Now, this sense of humor is weak in all fanatics, 
even in the fanatics of anarchism. Any man witha 
passable seanse of humor wonld see the joke of re- 
forming the Constitution of the United States by 
killing one president to make room for another. It 
is easy to talk and write pompous platitudes about 
the wickedness of assassins and the sacredness of 
the head of the state, but what is really wanted 
is a little more common sense. That would make 
rulers more attentive to the positive welfare of 
the people, and it would make rebels and revolu- 
tionists more attentive to the untheatrical meth- 
ods of social reform. It has well been said that 
many a man has the courage to die for ‘‘progress” 
who hasn’t the sense to live for it. 

But let us come to President McKinley himself. 
Of course we all hope he will recover, if only for 
his wife’s sake. It isthe woman who suffers most 
in these cases. This is the fact that ought to be 
borne in mind by the ‘‘men of blood” of every 
description. A man getsshot bya hasty reformer 
of the human species, or by a regular enemy he 
doesn’t know from Adam on a battlefield. He 
dies, and, after all, he can only die once. But he 
probably leaves some woman behind to go on liv- 
ing a ruined life, with an aching heart and a sad- 
dreaming head, who might say every day with the 
poet of humanity, “ My grief lies onward and my 
joy behind.” 

We all know that if President McKinley recov- 
ers, as we hope, his recovery will be due to prompt 
treatment, high medical skill, a robust constitu- 
tion, and personal fortitude. These are all naturai 
factors. There does not seem to be any room for 
a miracle in the case. Yet the men of God 


throughout America are stirring up the faithful 


to pray for one, and a good many Christians in 
this country are joining in the supplication. Em- 
peror William in Germany has also given the 
Almighty a broad hint on the subject, and if that 
doesn’t settle the matter it isdifficult to see what will. 

Very few Christians nowadays have any real 


belief in the efficacy of prayer, but they keep. 


praying from the mere force of habit. Profes- 
sionals of course pray for a different reason. For 
the sake of those, however, who fancy there is 
“something in it,” we beg to observe that there 
does not appear to be any special reason why 
“ Providence” should exert itself (or himself or 
‘herself—which is it?) on behalf of President 
McKinley. Abraham Lincoln was a far greater 
man, and his life was of far greater importance at 
that crisis of the nation’s history, but heaven did 
not interfere with the ordinary course of nature. 
President Garfield, who was shot by a wretched, 
chattering, religious idiot, named Guiteau, fought 
death for eighty days. During the whole of that 
time he was attended by the best physicians and 
nurses, besides being cared for by his devoted 
wife. Yet he died at last, although prayers were 
offered up incessantly by all the Christian churches 
in America. What reason is there, then, for sup- 
posing that any supernatural power will intervene 
in favor of the third president who now lies fight- 
ing his battle with death? 

Were there any providential interference in 
human affairs, it would be likely to take a more 
sensible direction. Prevention is better thancure. 


Sometimes jt is infinitely better. A thoughtful 
“ Providence” would deal with the murderer’s 
hand instead of the victim’s stomach. It seems 
very odd to stand byinactive while a man is being 
shot, and then to help the doctors extract the bul- 
let. Any simpleton could suggest an improvement 
on such procedure. We are told that with God all 
things are possible, and we may add on our own 
account that to Omnipotence all things.are equally 
easy. Would it not have been more sensible and 
humane, therefore, to paralyze the assassin’s arm 
for a few minutes, ‘instead of probing about for an 
hour in the victim’s intestines? That is how we 
should act if we had the choice, and it is rather a 
poor compliment to the almighty to suggest that 
he acted in precisely the opposite way. 

It may also beobserved, without detracting inany 
way from the value of President McKinley’s life 
to himselt, his wife, his nation, and the world, that 
there are other valuable lives on this planet, and 
that even the humblest of them is entitled to con- 
sideration. To the eye of the Infinite, indeed, 
how much difference is there between the greatest 
and the meanest of men? Not so muchas the dif- 
ference a man sees in a litter of pups playing on 
his heatthrug. What is the greatest ruler on earth 
to the ruler of the universe? What is the most 
multimillionaire to the owner of all the systems in 
infinite space? To the ear of God thecry of a child, 
the wail of a woman, the groan of a man, would 
sound the same note of distress. How should he 
descend to oúr short-sighted distinctions? Would 
he not save the poor woman’s husband as well as 
the rich woman’s, the head of a family as well as 
the head of a state? Would a God worthy of the 
name devote himself to preserving the life of a 
president and do nothing to preserve the life of 
the peasant in his cottage, or the workman in his 
tenement, whose sick bed is watched with as much 
loving solicitude as if he were the master of king- 
doms? 

It is against common sense and common human- 
ity to suppose that God would bustle about be- 
cause this man instead of that man is in danger, 
or because a million people instead of two or three 
long for his safety? Even the old book declares 
that God is no respecter of persons; and, if we are 
all his children, he ought not to be. But, apart 
from these moral reasons, there are scientific rea- 
sons for rejecting the doctrine of the efficacy of 
prayer. Indeed, the very fact that we fly to the 
best medical and nursing skill we can afford shows 
how little we leave to the Lord if we can help it. 
Moreover, it isa crime in this country, at any rate, 
to let the Lord have the sole care of a sick child. 
A doctor must be called in, too, or the parents are 
liable to imprisonment as felons. G. W. FOOTE. 


FREETHOUGHT IN JAPAN. 


Something About the Man Who Revolutionized the 
Thought and the Government of that Country. 


Writing in the London Reformer, John M. 
Robertson, the author and critic, says: 

An esteemed correspondent in Japan, specially 
well qualified to estimate its intellectual life, 
has recently sent me an account of the late Mr. 
Fukuzawa (mentioned in ‘‘A Short History of 
Freethought,” p. 432), which is so interesting that 
I transcribe it: 

“At the time Mr. Fukuzawa made the statement 
quoted by Professor Chamberlain about the ne- 
cessity of a religion, I ventured to point out in the 
Kobe Chronicle that Mr. Fukuzawa’s own life was 
the best refutation of the theory. Mr. Fukuzawa 
replied that he had been somewhat misunderstood, 
and, as far as I can gather, he appears to have 
meant that morals would gain by a sort of sanc- 
tion being given to them asa religion. It seems 
to me, however, that in his eagerness for the 
Western learning as opposed to Chinese, which 


had become fossilized, Fukuzawa was inclined to . 


believe that Japan, like Western nations, should 
have a religion of some sort, if only for the fashion 
of the thing. Yet, as I have said, he refused to 
accept any religion for himself, and the great 
work he did in liberalizing Japan from the tradi- 
tions of centuries was done altogether apart from 
any religious incentive. 

‘* What that work was only those who have 
lived in Japan and studied its history during the 
past fifty years can properly appreciate. A mem- 
ber of the military caste (samurai), he resigned 
his rank to become a peasant because he believed 
in the equality of man. Au Oriental, he set to 
work to emancipate the minds of women, and 
pleaded for equality, political and social, of man 
and woman. An advocate of the new Western 
learning, he carried his life in his hand for some 
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fifteen years, and marvelously escaped repeated 
attempts at assassination by the conservative anti- 
foreign party. When the tide turned, and he be- 
came the most popular man in Japan, true to his 
principles of equality, he declined a peerage 
offered him by the emperor, and when instead a 
grant of fifty thousand yen (45,000) was made to 
him by Japan’s ruler he devoted the whole of the 
sum to the improvement of the college he had 
founded. 

“ Tf ever at any of your lectures the stale old chal- 
lenge is thrown at you to name an Atheist or Agnos- . 
tic or Freethinker who has founded institutions for 
the benefit of his fellow-men, say something about 
fukuzawa, who, beginning without means, without 
influence, and in the face of the bitterest opposition, 
founded a college (the Keio Gtjuten) which has revo- 
lutionized not only thought and opinion but govern: 
ment itself in Japan. 

‘A few days ago Fukuzawa died, and I send 
you a few papers, with a brief sketch of his life, 
to show how the nation mourned for the grand 
old man. In Kobe the memorial service was held 
in a Buddhist temple, the hall of a missionary in- 
stitution having been refused, notwithstanding 
Fukuzawa’s benevolent neutrality towards Chris- 
tlanity, which in Japan, of course, does not excite 
the criticism which he found it necessary from 
time to time to direct against the popular Buddh- 
ism. At the invitation of the local committee, 
Mr. J. C. Hall, the British consul (a Positivist), 
and myself were asked to join the Japanese in de- 
livering addresses on the occasion. There are not 
many Christian churches, I think, where similar 
liberality would have been shown. 

“ As a matter of fact, I think Japan is, without 
exception, the most liberal country in the world 
in matters of religious opinion. The liberality is 
not confined to equal treatment by the state, but 
extends throughout the people, there being very 
few districts in Japan where the open statement of 
a man’s religious or irreligious opinions would 
subject him to any danger of intolerance from his 
fellow-citizens. Even in the past, when Christian- 
ity was proscribed, it was for political purposes, 
Christian priests in the seventeenth century being 
welcome until the Daimiyo they converted began 
to cabal against the government. A history of 
those times is now being written by a friend of 
mine long resident in the country. The history 
will serve to correct the former histories of Japan 
by forelgners, who have mostly been Christians. 

“By the way, you speak of Professor Chamber- 
lain as ‘a writer with irrationalist leanings.’ You 
will be interested to learn that since you wrote he 
has become a member of the church of Rome. 
Griffis, author of ‘The Mikado’s Empire,’ is a 
Christian of the progressive type. 

“ Even foreigners tend to get more tolerant out 
here. Hall and I were recently denounced because 
of being ‘ Agnostics’ in the columns of another 
local foreign paper, the denouncer being a man, a 
‘loyal churchman,’ who was much open to criti- 
cism, and we were defended by the chairman of 
the church committée !” 

Japan, it is clear, has a great opportunity to 
evolve a new civilization, higher than anything 
yet reached in the West. May she rise to the pos- 
sibility, escaping haply the two great snares of 
modern civilization—a deadening competitive in- 
dustrialism, and a militarism still more deadly | 

Past i z 

What certainty have we of the verbal accuracy 
of any single text on which, as we are told, 
hangs the tremendous issue of heaven or hell? 
The oldest manuscript of any part of the New 
Testament takes us no nearer the real words of 
Jesus and his disciples than some time in the 
fourth century. Hundreds of manuscripts of all 
or a part of the New Testament are in existence. 
But they contain thousands of different readings. 
Generally these differences are not important— 
that is, they generally do not change the sense. 
But in some cases they are very important. They 
amount to a difference as to whole verses, and in 
a few instances to whole paragraphs or parts of 
chapters. Some of these differences mean more 
than carelessness ; they indicate a deliberate tam- 
pering with the text under the influence of doc- 
trinal bias. It is sometimes urged in reply to this 
point that we are as sure of the general accuracy 
of the New Testament text as we are of that of 
the best classics, such as Cicero’s orations. Sup- 
pose we are, that is entirely beside the point. 
When some one claims that the salvation of the 
soul depends on the reading of a text in Cicero, 
then the comparison will have some relevancy., 
Until then, however, it is only a flippant evasion 
of the difficulty even ‘to raise such a comparso 
—M. J. Savage. 
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Observations. 


General Birney of Washington was happy in 
thẹ choice ofa father. Itappears he is the son of 
James G. Birney, the Kentucky Presbyterian, who 
discovered that the American churches were the 
bulwarks of American slavery. Not all the sons 
whose sires took part in the slavery agitation 
were as fortunate. There was a Congregational 
preacher in Massachusetts named Nehemiah 
Adams who some time about 1840 composed an 
encyclical pointing out ‘‘the dangers which 
at present seem to threaten the female character 
with widespread and permanent injury ” on ac- 
count of women appearing in public to advocate 
abolition. He warned the ladies that they must 
not ‘‘ transcend the modesty of their sex.” The 
Rev. Mr. Adams corresponded with Southern 
slaveholders with a view to extinguishing the 
servitude of the Africau race without interfering 
with negro slavery. I do not understand his 
plan. Governor Wise of Virginia replied to him 
with a request that he should mind his own busi- 
ness. This man, known to posterity as ‘‘ South- 
side’? Adams, was the father of Capt. Robert C. 
Adams, who is more kinds of a Freethinker than 
you will find at a meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. 

Whittier wrote a poem ou the encyclical above 
mentioned, in which he said:. 

A “Pastoral Letter,” grave and dull! 
Alas! in hoofs and horns and features, 


How different is your Brookfield bull 
From him who thunders from St. Peter’s! 


Your fathers dealt not as ye deal 
With ‘‘non-professing’’ frantic teachers; 
They bored the tongue with red-hot steel, 
- And flayed the backs of ‘‘ female preachers.” 
There was a New Hampshire parson named 

Putnam, who, while autislavery in politics, was 
not an Abolitionist. He proposed an evening dis- 
cussion with another minister on the question, 
“Are our church organizations Christian?” and 
took the affirmative side. When the audience 
_ had gathered he announced that the meeting was 


to be free to all, Parker Pillsbury and other abo- - 


litionists were present, and apparently in some 
fear that they would want to get into the argu- 
ment Mr. Putnam started in to wear them out 
with hymus, prayers, and a desultory discourse 
lasting upwards of two hours. He said nothing 
about the Christianity of the churches, but de- 
voted himself to exposing the Infidelity of the 
Garrisonlan abolitionists. As Pillsbury tellsit in 
his “ Acts of the Antislavery Apostles,” he further- 
more “read, with all the emphasis at his com- 
mand, something from a print he had bronght, 
advocating the right and propriety of unlimited 
intercourse of the sexes, and placed it with his 
other documents which he had given his andience 
to uuderstaud were publications of old organiza- 
tion abolitionists. . . The purpose was pal- 
pable that by such reckless audacity he expected 
to prove that the abolitionists were promot- 
ing the most shameless libertinism under the 
_ guise of antislavery.’? Probably this was some of 
the writings of Carl Heinzen, the garbled republi- 
cation of whose remarks on assassination has 
lately got Herr Most into jail. Mr. Putnam was 
called downthere and then, but he neither with- 
drew the objectionable matter nor explained why 
he attributed it to Garrison. He was the father 
of Samuel P, Putnam. 

Sympathy cannot be withheld from Abe Isaak, 
Jr., who would like to tell C. C. Moore what he 
thinks of him, and in despair of reaching his hide 
cries out: 

I wish heartily that it were possible to insult you, 


Moore; but we can insult only that which is still ona 
basis of suffi cient manhood to be insulted. 


Rebuke is hurtless, Abram, when directed at a 


thiug that never rises to the level of your con- 
tempt. 


I gat this card from Cincinnati: 


Dear Sir: I have just read an article under caption of 
“Don't Repeat What I Say’’ in issue of the Blade of Sep- 
tember 22, and am compelled to remark that Hes- 
ton and Wilson are certainly dandies! Such treachery 
is worthy of Jesuits. If either appears at the Congress, 
he should be thrown bodily out, as such traitors as 
they are not fit to be in the company of people who think 
virtue, friendship, and honor to be more than empty 
names. A FRIEND. 


I regard the action of these men as springing 
from ignorance. Their conduct is not guided by 


an intelligent appreciation of those qualities 
which distinguish honorable men from — well, 


from them. If they possessed the faculty of 
differentiating honorable and dishonorable acts, I 
should not think they would choose the latter for 
exhibiting in public what they can do. Calmly, 
and without attempting justification or even 
apology, to publish unofficial, private, and confi- 
dential correspondence contrary to the known de- 
sire of the writer stamps the publisher as ill-bred. 
Some men are born with an instinctive aversion for 
what is base, and need no prompting of education 
to make them abstain. We say of them that they 
are incapable of a mean action. Others lack this 
instinct, and are what we call gentlemen only to 
the extent that the native defect is supplied by 
culture. 

Couscience is a matter of education. So is 
honor, and even the obligations of gratitude and 
frieudship must be instilled to some extent, or 
they will be ignorantly disregarded. I can be- 
lieve that some of the offenses of certain persons 
are committed iu full knowledge of their baseness 
and in the hope that they will not be exposed, but 
the trespass denounced by ‘‘A Friend” carries 
exposure with it, and must b2 laid to bad breed- 
ing. 


Ignorance can be forced to serve in the absence 
of honesty. C. C. Moore, being convicted of lying 
when he asserted that the president of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club had been imprisoned for an 
infamous crime (see The Truth Seeker, Aug. 31, 
p. 551), pleads the statute of illiteracy and afirms 


-(see The Truth Seeker, Sept. 21, p, 602) that he 


did not know what his words meant. I am glad 
to have forced that copious prevaricator into re- 
tracting one lie, although his progress toward 
squaring himself with truth is not helped when 
he has to put ont another lie to bring it in. 


The readers of Moore’s paper are given to un- 
derstand that two letters printed in The Truth 
Seeker, signed respectively Thomas C. Warner 
and M. Swan, as well as a statement signed by 
the Editor, were written by myself. I wrote 
neither of them, and notice their attribution to 
my pen as a case of useless lying. I say useless 
because the facts they contain speak for them- 
selves and their authorship is not material; to 
which may be added the reflection that when meu 
are pleased to deceive their readers, as Moore and 
Wilson show themselves to be, in a case where 
nothing is made by it, how much more joyously 
will they vend a whid when a point is to be gained 
thereby! i 

Somebody has remarked concerning the resur- 
rection of Christ that the real miracle involved 
is the incredulity of the persons who witnessed but 
rejected it. The wonder growing out of the 


Moore-Wilson performances is not that these 


men should multiply falsehoods, but that there 
should be found reasoning beings who regard as 
clarified truth the stream of sophisticated sewage 
that has overflowed the Blne Grass Blade ever 
since Moore and Wilson began evacuating their 
minds through its columns. f 


Artist Davenport, who works for Mr. Hearst, 
the newspaper publisher, is the author of a tem- 
perance cartoon showing a miserable family in a 
miserable room by the side of a coffin containing 
the remains ọf the husband and father who has 
overdrank himself. The scene is labeled, ‘‘Whisky 
—That’s All.” Like all of Davenport’s work, the 
picture is impressive, but it is accompanied with 
some editorial reflections that detract from its 
force. The writer quotes scripture to show that 
persons who are “ bitter in soul,” who would for- 
get their poverty and remember their misery no 
more, should resort to strong drink for exhilara- 
tion and forgetfulness. And he excuses the 
habit in these words: 

As long as our social system is one which offers only 
whisky for the bitterin soul, and causes millions of men 
to rely on alcohol for forgetfulness of poverty and misery, 
there wil] continue to be all over America such pictures as 
that which is published on this page. 


Perhaps it is heartless to deprive the toper of 
this warrant for indulgence, but a true desire to 
promote sobriety impels me to deny that the 
“social system ” has anything to do with the 
case. Among those who uphold the social sys- 
tem and those who denounce it, among people 
who gain by it as it is and people who regard it 
as the cause of their hard luck, yon will find vic- 
tims of the drink habit. Members of the lowest 
tribes, who have no social system at all, get as 
drunk as Christians. 

It is wroug to encourage any man to wait until 
the system changes before sobering up. It is 
equally wrong, though scriptural, to prescribe 


drink for bitterness of soul, for poverty, or for mis- 
ery, since when its effect has passed away the bit- 
terness, poverty,and misery will be there in an ag- 
gravated form. As forthe relation between our 
social system and drink, I imagine that rum is 
responsible for the citizen putting up with many 
abuses he would not stand for if entirely sober. 
The only change in the social system that can 
affect the drink habit is such an improvement 
in the relations of capital and labor as will make 
alcohol non-intoxicating. 

Another shelter for the inebriate abont as thin 
as the defects of our social system is ‘‘ heredity ” 
-—the notion that the thirst we indulge was estab- 
lished by our ancestors. I used to have some 
faith in heredity, and believed thatthe drinks I 
paid for were ordered by a line of deceased Mac- 
donalds, since a Scotch-Irish ancestry argues a 
taste therefor. Such a theory fails when it is re- 
membered that there are few tippling danghters, 
whereas there should be as many of these as of 
tippling sons if heredity is operative. I may be 
reminded that women do not havethe same oppor- 
tunities as men to acquire the habit; if so, the 
answer is that the opportunity enjoyed by men 
to acquire the habit, with the fact that they usu- 
ally embrace the same, is sufficient to acconnt for 
their having it. I would not still the voice which 
warns parents that they must endeavor to be 
what they would have their children to become, 
but I would encourage the man who imagines that 
either the social system or heredity is to be 
blamed for his vices, to guess again. 


In revising some manuscript for the press not 
long ago, I came upon two remarkable figures of 
speech. A writer was speaking of an era of peace 
and good will which he conceived to be approach- 
ing, and said that he could ‘‘scent the first note 
of that future harmony.” It is a rare musical 
note that can be smelled. The writer of the other 
figure told how a new road had been macadamized 
across the bog of falsehood, so that now the ship 
of Truth, with all sails set, skims lightly over it. 
A ship skimming macadam is a sight calculated to ` 
surprise the most experienced navigator. 


A passage from Herbert Spencer occurring in 
his discussion with Frederic Harrison may settle 
a question briefly debated in the New York Sun 
by Prof. Goldwin Smith and Dr. Moncure D. Con- 
way. Professor Smith stated that Mr. Spencer re- 
garded the Unknowableas an object of veneration. 
Dr. Conway dissented, but bowed to the profes- 
sor’s memory when the latter said he recollected 
having seen itin Spencer’s writings. I submitthe 
following: 

. Auguste Comte held that “veneration and grati- 
tude” were due to an ideal “Great Being” which 
represented the aggregate of humanity. His dis- 
ciple, Frederic Harrison, took the same view. 
“Surely,” he says, “ ‘veneration and gratitude’ are 
dne somewhere.” Spencer said the obvions 
answer by those who accept the doctrine of or- 
ganic evolution will be that “if ‘veneration and 
gratitude’ are due at all,they are due to that Ulti- 
mate Cause from which Humanity individually 
and as a whole, in common with all other things, 
has proceeded.” 

There is an “if” in the way of Professor 
Smith. 


While the Religion of Humanity is up, I ventnre 
to raise the question whether the phrase “the relig- 
ion of humanity” as used by Thomas Paine signi- 
fied to the writer what it does to Mr. T. B. Wake- 
man when he quotes it. Paine said that Britain, 
under the vain, tnmeaning title of Defender of 
the Faith, had ‘‘made war like an Indian against 
the religion of humanity.” Paine may have used 
humanity as a synonym of mercy—the religion of 
mercy. There is quite a difference between hu- 
manity as a quality in man and Hnmanity, the 
Great Being, as hypostasized by Comte. I think 
Paine meant either the religion of being hnmane 
or else the religion or religious sentiments com- 
mon to the race. 


In a signed statement written for publication 
Czolgosz says: “I killed President McKinley be- 
cause I done my duty.” The grammar is not good, 
but the sentiment is orthodox. To do one’s duty 
fearlessly has always been regarded as the sum of 
human excellence. When the question of the des- 
tiny of this nation arose before William McKin- 
ley and those who thought they saw in his policy 
a tendency toward imperiaHsm, he replied that 
duty determined destiny. He meant that if aman 
or nation attended strictly to duty destiny wonld 
take care of itself. So both the President and his’ 
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assasslo are martyrs to duty, it being perhaps un- 
avoidable that their duties should conflict and 
their destinies get mixed. 

In the great book wherein the true basis of an- 
archy is expounded—to wit, ‘‘ Instead of a Book,” 

.by B. R. Tucker—the author lays down the 
maxim that anarchists have no duties, and are 
under obligation to neither God nor man to do 
anything; whence it appears that the act of Czol- 
gosz was wholly unphilosophical and not anarch- 
ical. Of a truth, his deed and the motive he 
alleges are both fanatical. There is no argument 
weaker than murder, and there are few excuses so 
vague as duty. 

Mr. Czolgosz deserves some credit for not plead- 
ing the “ higher law.” In consideration of this, 
when he is good and dead we will overlook his 
grammar. 


Now the finger of odium is pointed from press 
and pulpit at persons who did not observe the 
day of McKinley’s burial as a day of worship and 
prayer. The President’s friends should stop this. 
His claim to martyrdom is not strengthened by 
creating the impression that he was butchered to 
make a public holiday. 


A publication that reached me a while ago 
from Eagland contained an ‘‘exposure”’ of G. W. 
Foote, President of the National Secular Society. 
The publication said that Mr. Foote pocketed the 
money contributed to the Secular Society, and was 
thereby enabled to live in laxury and hire “ par- 
lour maids.” Later advices, coming by way of 
Mr. Foote’s paper, the Freethinker, are to the 
eff:ct that he has been forced into bankruptcy, 
and had to appeal to his friends, on behalf of Mrs. 
Foote, to get funds enough to save his furniture. 
I would rather it had been true that he could 
afford the “parlour maids.” 

Mr. Foote in a recent isue of his paper sug- 
gested that American Liberals sink their differ- 
ences and attack more strenuously the common 
foe. In the same number he promises the readers 
of his next a lovely roast of George Anderson, 
the wealthy Rationalist, who finances the opposi- 
tion to Mr. Foote. 


Of course the publishers of the yellow journals 
that reviled and cartooned McKinley alive and 
went into ostentatious mourning when he died, are 
hypocritical in the extreme, and deserve condem- 
nation. But there are mitigating circumstances. 
For instance, their abuse was as insincere as their 
praise. 


All the world sang ‘‘ Nearer, My God, to Thee,” 
on the day the President was buried. It was his 
favorite hymn. The world and the President 
were indebted for that hymn to Miss Sarah Flower, 
a young Englishwoman. She was the daughter 
of a Unitarian minister, Benjamin Flower, who in 
the early part of the last century went to jail for 
criticising the Bishop of Llandaff, author of Wat- 
son’s “Apology for the Bible,” a reply to Paine’s 
“Age of Reason.” There were two of the Flower 
girls, Sarah and Eliza. Sarah wrote the words of 
the hymu in 1840, and Eliza set them to music. 
Both were regular attendants at the South Place 
chapel, London, of which Dr. Monctre D. Conway 
has long been the minister, during the term of his 
predecessor, Mr. W. J. Fox. Many years ago 
“ Nearer, My God, to Thee,” was condemned as a 
Unitarian hymn, containing, “not an atom of gos- 
pel.” Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


Insanity is often the logic of an accurate mind 
overtasked. Good mental machinery ought to 
break its own wheels and levers, if anything is 
thrust among them suddenly which tends to stop 
them or reverse their motion. A weak mind does 
not accumulate force enough to hurt itself; stu- 
pidity often saves a man from going mad. We 
frequently see persons in insane asylums, sent 
there in consequence of what are called režgious 
mental disturbances. I confess that I think bet- 
ter of them than of many who hold the same no- 
tions, and keep their wits and appear to enjoy life 
very well, outside of the asylums. Any decent 
person ought to go mad, if he really holds such or 
such opinions. It is very much to his discredit 
in every point of view if hé does not. What is the 
use of my saying what some of these opinions 
are? Perhaps more than cne of you hold such 
as I should think ought to send you straight over 
to the insane hospital, if you have any logic in 
your heads or any human feeling in your hearts. 
Anything that is brutal, heathenish, cruel, that 
makes life hopeless for the most of mankind and 
perhaps for entire races—anything that assumes į 
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the necessity of the extermination of instincts 
which were given to be regulated—no matter by 
what name you call it—no matter whether a 
fakir, or a monk, or a deacon believes it—if re- 
ceived, ought to produce insanity in every well- 
regulated mind. I am very much ashamed of 
some people for retaining their reason, when they 
know perfectly well that if they were not the 
most stupid or the most selfish of human beings, 
they would become noncompotes at once.—Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. 


The Roll of Honor. 


The following additional contributions for the 
Congress fund have been received : 


C H Mathews. ..eceeesseeesee Oo vee eecee eG 50 
JJ Shirley, M.D....ccceccceccceccseccees 2 00 
john Li Way.e.-cscccccvccvcceiccseecccces 5 00 
Mrs MM Turmer.........ccceccccsccsccces 3 00 
J A SMI. ccc cece ee cece cece eet e eee ence 5 00 
Edward Green. ..e..eeseesseseseseseoessoo I 00 
M Northen ss once. ennan sil nails ois eosa 2 00 
PH Bart. ccccsccecccssccsncensceceereeees I 00 
MOHUD 3 s:0 560 erat ace eens seaic’e arIa aa 50 
Dr. DeLespinasse.......ccecccecceeceeees, 5 00 
O B Whitford.......c.0...ceceeececeseeces 5 

CW Havlicek... I 


` Jos Manhart, Jr. 
F Gerbig....... 
D Jane Mosier... 
O G Grundsten.. 
Dr. F Fettig...........0086 
Wm Serman 
W B Sherman.......sassssssaonsnsesson o] 
J G Cooper. ein sopen ei nra a iosa iE 2 
A JACKSON iiis4 60 hae caca eeta e eee Soe 
BC Parsons’ si enehc eles bakes 08 on a bees 


re iy 


S Pabst secet he diesels ced sere a 
SG Hoåpesoc err orean e onee reeet 


TON: Corrs sesso cene E REE 
Martin P Jenners 
John Dean..... AEE CE Bare sae barter 
R Laycock 
Eliza W Haines............ cee eee eeeee eee 
Wm C Howard.......e. scenes 

David Hoyle.............06. 

Cyrus W Coolridge 
B F Robbins................. 

C CJobnson..cecccceeeerceeeees 

D H Owen........--.eeeeceee eee 

TH Hutttivsc see. seaves teeccevecenseceees 
CS Randolph...ssssssssssersssronessssee, 
M BEE als vie sie i cache aask Eea 
Wm Knight.......-.cee ecco veneer eens 
RM Pritchett.....-....cceeceeceseseeeees 
D A Blodgett...... EO eiarels a bee NERES 
J P Thornquest..... ce seececesceescceneee 
John Pugh.....-..s sc cesseeeseeeseseeeeas 
W Whittick....... 
E Carpenter. ..e.eeseecesessoscoosocoeoseo 
H Firwin............. SoS oie EE E EE 
Jas Crowley sessie aseme s ennast e sesa 
RZ Hand. seneesa oana ae 
Eugene Moore. .s.se...esssesoesessorsses 
Thomas Balkwill..........esssceeeeuscoes 
L Eysenbach....sessseeees : 
Maligus Boehmer........ 

James Roth 
A Vanderpoel. 
JP Brown..... 


re oy 


eee ee ee 


EE Curtis... .c..csccccccscerevcece Bara 
E Chantler....6. .csccc.sesccscccscccccacs 
S D Makepeace.......seeeeceeeseenceeeees 
AG Fisher oso icccssendsieesiosectsees iia 


John Diamond.......:seecserceeseceeeres 
John T Lakin. ...sseesesonesoosossessesons 
W N Jorgensen...--- E EEO aE SY 
H H Guernsey......e...srsererserroserse. 
Pliny Smith. .....-eeecsecssssosseseseoses 
Charles Ruedebusch.....»sessess.s...oooeo 
S F Benson 
Paul Bittner. .:»-»-si: cecceesececcasennne 
C E Nicodemus.......-csccsecccesececeees 
Mrs and Miss Mahara 
E Larabee..........oree..> 
J H Haslam..... 

IS Curtis... 
C C Wilder.. 


ee ee ee 


eer eeene 


C B Maynard... ss. cecesceceneseseneeeace 

G KnipS...e....nossosscssoassoeeseososaeo 

B F Hyland...essessessessosssossssesooso 

AW Sturdy: ecne ieee o e aa aa 
Helen Celler....e.s.sese.soooooss sspeseorree 

Mrs F. Maisenbacher 

William Hodgson........+.00..+6 NE os 5 00 
M M Murray......sessresessesessssrsarue 5 00 
F J Thompson. ... -seressreesserseeesosen 5 00 
H B Hames.......sssoossancocoassooseosse 5 00 
P Schwartz. seess ods sec eae testes tanase ee. I 00 
Aaron KoCh...e.»s..seseseesoseseecosesoso 2 00 
Thomas C Heighton.»..sessessesesesses.s. I 00 
Leger Meyer....ess..ssreossoroeserseroso 5 00 
N S Johuson...cccceescesseeeeeeccereceees I 00 
J H Haslam...scsessse sees ceeecneeeeceees I 00 


E. C.REICHWALD, Sec. A. S. U. 
Chicago, Sept. 28, 190r. 
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Conjuring With Ingersoll’s Name. 


According to the Peoria Star, there is an ad- 
venturer and fraud at large who ought to be 
repenting his misdeeds behind the bars of a jail, 

“During last winter a fellow giving his name 
as Edgar Garstin Smith came to this city with the 
announcement that he was engaged in collecting 
material for a life of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 

“ He came to this city and during his stay of a 
few weeks obtained a number of photographs and 
anecdotes of the Colonel of which he made copi- 
ous notes. To further this scheme he had a letter 
of recommendation from managers of the Repub- 
lican organization and, strange to say, Colonel 
Ingersoll rendered him some assistance in this 
direction just before he suddenly died. Having 
the Ingersoll letters and those from other Repub- 
lican leaders he opened his graft and has been 
working it in various directions ever since. As 
soon as Ingersoll was dead he picked up the 
biography string and that brought him to Peoria. 

‘“ Now comes the information to this office that 
the Auditorium hotel at Chicago isacquainted with © 
him to the tune of $3,500. The trustees of the 
American Tract Society building in New York are 
holding his furniture for a rent bill of $250 on an 
office in which he has been seen but twice since 
he engaged it. The Electric Light Engraving 
Company of the same city is holding the photo- 
graphs he obtained in this city for plates not yet 
paid for; the printers have another bill they would 
like very much to see him settle, and at the Re- 
publican headquarters on Twenty-third street, 
New York, they are looking for him with a club 
and threaten to kill him on sight and charge it 
up to party improvements. He is now in Maine 
getting letters of introduction, from J. H. Manly 
down, and working the politicians there just as 
easy as he did in New York and Illinois. 

‘It was the original intention of the Ingersoll 
family to have Dr. Gilbert write the life of Inger- 


- soll, but just as he was preparing for the work he, 


too, died, aud Mr. Farreil states that since then 
any number of schemes have been worked by 
other parties, but that Edgar Garstin Smith rather 
lays over them all for general rascality. Farrell 
complains that he cannot check him by legal 
measures, so he wishes to inform his friends and 
the numerous friends of the late Colonel Inger- 
soll of the character of the fellow who is (rading 
upon his reputation and swindling his fellow 
men.” 


Mr. Bryan Defends Free Speech. 


In his paper, the Commoner, Mr. W. J. Bryan 
publishes a leading editorial in defense of free 
speech. His words should be taken as a rebuke 
to clerical violence-promoters. He says: 

“Some of the papers are suggesting limitations 
upon the freedom of speech as a cure for anarchy. 
The editor of the Commoner has as much reason 
as any living man to know of the abuse sometimes 
heaped tpon candidates for office. He has been 
the victim of as much malice and vituperation as 
have ever been played against an American, and 
yet he is opposed to placing any additional restric- 
tion upon the freedom of speech or the freedom of 
the press. l 

“First, because the evils of restriction are 
greater than the evils of freedom, and, second, be- 
cause abuse does not harm the man or the party 
made the subject of attack. The death of Presi- 
dent McKinley cannot be traced to anything ever 
spoken or written against him. The assassin 
spoke affectionately of his victim and said that he 
killed him not because of his dislike of the man, 
but because of his opposition to government of 
any kind. 

“If a paper abuses a political opponent stop 
your subscription and teach the editor to conduct 
his paper on respectable lines. There is a sense 
of justice in the human heart that ultimately 
turns abuse to the benefit of the man abused. 
The present laws against slander and libel are 
sufficient. Leave the rest to a healthy public sen- 
timent and then help to create that sentiment.” 


The government bas issued a fraud order 
against Mrs. Helen Wilmans Post, a mental sci- 
entist, and the postmaster at Sea Breeze, Fla., has 
been ordered to hold her mail till further orders. 
Mrs. Post, Col. C. C. Post, her husband, and 
Charles Burgman, who were arrested last month, 
are out under heavy bonds, to answer to the next 
term of the United States court at Jacksonville. 
While Mrs. Wilmans’ mail is stopped her corre- 
spondents can address her daughter, Mrs. Florence 
Burgman, Sea Breeze, Fla. 
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TO THE LIBERALS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


Call for the Twenty-fifth Annual Congress of 
the American Secular Union and Free- 
thought Federation. 


The twenty-fifth annual Congress of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union and Freethought Federation 
has been appointed by the Board of Directors to 
be held in Bufalo, N. Y., on Friday morning, 
October 4th, 1901, and continue over Sunday, the 
6th, three days. The place of meeting is Concert 
Hall, Teck Theatre Building, Main street, corner 
of Edward. 

As this meeting occurs during the continuance of 
the Exposition, reduced railroad fares can be had 
to Buffalo from all points. Persons desiring to 
secure quarters in advance can write to the Busi- 
ness Men’s Association, 215-217 Main street, 
Buffalo, N. Y., and secure an understanding on 
rates, which range from 75 cents per night for 
each person to $2.50. Owing to the crowded con- 
dition of the many hotels it is unlikely that any 
arrangement for a hotel headquarters can be made, 
but the officers of the Union will do whatever 
they can to assist members of and visitors to the 
Congress. The hall will be the headquarters. 

The object of the American Secular Union and 
Freethought Federation, as is well known, is to 
secure the total separation of church and state, to 
the end that equal right in religion, genuine mor- 
ality in politics, and freedom may be established, 
protected, and perpetuated. To discuss the best 
manner of accomplishing this separation, let us 
come together at this Congress as American citi- 
zens on the broad platform of no union of church 
and state, and the complete administration of our 
secular government on pnrely secular principles. 

The National Reform Association, having for 
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its object the establishment of Christianity as the 
religion of the state by constitutional amendment; 
the American Sabbath Union, working for the en- 
forcement, by legislation, of the Puritanic Sab- 
bath on our citizens; the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, indorsing the platforms and 
policy of both these organizations; the churches; 
both Catholic and Protestant, insisting through 
their ecclesiastical bodies upon the complete ex- 
emption of church property from just taxation, as 
well as upon the appropriation of public money 
for religious institutions and schools; all these 
and many others which might be mentioned, are 
imperiling our constitutional liberties. Every 
Liberal and true patriot should feel called upon 
to aid in organizing an effective opposition to 
these schemes. 

The following amendments to the Constitution 
of the American Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation have been proposed, and are hereby 
published as part of this Callas provided by Arti- 
cle XI. of the Constitution now in force: 


MEMBERS. 


In addition to those now entitled to vote, those who 
heretofore were members of the American Secular Union 
or Freethought Federation or any auxiliary thereof, or of 
any society that has become an auxiliary of this organiza- 
tion, shall be members and entitled to vote, upon signing 
the roll and paying $1.00 annual dues. And any Liberal 
who is vouched for as a good and sincere Liberal, by two 
or more members not from his county, may be elected a 
member and then have the right to vote, upon the pay- 
ment of $1.00 annual dues. 


AUXILIARIES, 


Any organized Society desiring to further the objects of 
this Union may become an auxiliary of the same, upon 
filing a certificate ofits officers so certifying and showing 
that it hasseven or more active members and workers in 
the Libera] and Secular cause. 


These will be brought up for action. 

As to the necessity for vigorous action by the 
American Secular Union and Freethought Federa- 
tion, if our liberties are to be preserved, attention 
is called to the words of a former president: “ The 
quarter of a century since its inception has proved 
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its absolute necessity. The increased tax-exemp- 
tion of church property, the reading of the Bible 
and prayers in schools, and this test on the word 
Christian in Virginia, are but a few of the prece-. 
dents which mean the passage of the republic into 
a Christian theocracy. Whether this transition 
can now be arrested is doubtful. That it can be 
by leaving everything to the church is foolishly 
absurd. The next congress, therefore, more than 
any event in our generation, will determine the 
fate of our country, and largely of the world.” 

Let all Liberals stand up for the cause of true 
Liberalism at this momentous time. Let us close 
our ranks and meet the common enemy, the bigots 
of the Christian church. We work for the future; 
we work for humanity; we work for the best in- 
terests of civilization, for the liberty and progress 
of all. Let us stand bravely by our colors and 
unite in the common cause. There are vast and 
profound principles which should harmonize su- 
perficial differences. We have no creed to sup- 
port, but always and everywhere the rights of 
man. This is the mighty battleground. Let us 
rally now as never before, with earnest convic- 
tions, courage, and enthusiasm. We cannot evade 
the issue, neither can the church itself. It is 
liberty or itis slavery. This is the conflict of the 
ages, and in the American Republic ail that is 
most precious and ennobling is at stake. 

Contributions for the expenses of the Congress 
are solicited from all Friends of Freethought, and 
may be sent to E. C. Reichwald, Secretary, 141 
South Water street, Chicago, Ill.; to S. Toomey, 
Treasurer, Canal Dover, Ohio, or to E. M. Mac- 
donald, President, at The Truth Seeker office, 28 
Lafayette Place, New York. 

E. C. REICHWALD, E. M. MACDONALD, 

Secretary. President. 
P 
By education most have been misled; 
So they believe because they so were bred. 
The priest continues what the nurse began, 


And thus the child imposes on the man, 
— Dryden. 


Letters of Friends. 


Readers destrous of communicating with 
the writers of the letters in this depart- 
ment may address them in care of The 
Truth Seeker, 28 Lafayette Place, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be 
veaddressed wd forwarded. 


Be of Good Courage! 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

A remark in a letter of one of your corre- 
spondents is a text which, I think, deserves 
more elucidation; it is a text to which I 
have given more attention in my three 
score years and ten than to any other. Of 
course, as an Atheist of the Otto Wettstein 
class, I have exp2rienced more or less os- 
tracism: of this there is no question. But 
when? Times have wonderfully changed 
in the last fifty years. How is it now? 
Well, if it be not too egotistical, I will give 
you an insight into my experience, just by 
the way of illustration and an encourage- 
ment to honesty. 

My good wife is somewhat vehement in 
the expression of her views on religion. I 
thank my good fortune that one of her chief 
attractions to me was that she was an 
Atheist, Mrs. Wilcox, the poet of the pas- 
sioas, to the contrary notwithstanding. My 
friend, the late Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose, 
said to me one day: ‘'Sallie is the one girl 
for you. She will make you a model wife. 
and, as your anti-religious views are not 
antagonistic, I am glad to see your mutual 
attraction. I prophesy a long and satisfac- 
tory union if mutual forbearance be your 
motto.’’ . 

We have lived together forty-two years, 
and the divorce court is not yet in sight. 
But we have a serious difference, one that 
isirreconcilabe. She deprecates my honest, 
fearless, and outspoken Atheism on all oc- 
casions. Shosays we are looked down upon 
and are avoided by our neighbors. But is 
it really the case? Take our residence in 
Campbell county, Virginia. This is not 
only the hotbed of religion, but also of ig- 
norance; and yet I, Infidel and Atheist as I 
am; I, whom the preachers avoid after a 
single interview; I, the noted “bad man”’ 
of the community—what is my character 
and how am I treated? Why, no one would 
say that I am not a good citizen. My 
veracity is unquestioned; my word is good 


in any contract; my credit is good to any 
reasonable amount. I obey the scriptural 
edict, “Owe no man anything,” and chal- 
lenge any one to prove that I have ever 
taken an unfair advantage or deceived any 
one in a business transaction. I tell my 
Christian neighbors that I would scorn to 
be guilty of the mean actions of some of 
their deacons, and yet I am treated with 
respect and consideration, with friendliness 
on every hand. I work on Sunday, and am 
not molested; and even in this land of the 
‘*lost cause,” as the wearer of the Congres- 
sional medal of honor, am as muck honored 
as if I was in the great city of New York. 

Now, Mr. Editor, why is it that our con- 
freres are so afraid to declare their honest 
sentiments? If your goods are of the best 
quality aud your prices right, your custom- 
ers are not going to waste time in the in- 
quiry of your opinion about hell; and if 
you are useful to your employers, honest 
‘and industrious, they are not going to part 
with you because you prefer a Sunday 
newspaper toa dry sermon. Why, when I 
was a young man and worked in the book- 
store of Getz & Buck, a Methodist preacher 
asked me the usual impertinent questions 
that ministers think their vocation gives 
them the right to propound, and was much 
horrified when I told him I did not believe 
I had a soul. At any rate, I was so busy 
selling books all day and looking out that I 
was not losing ground in the opinion of my 
best girl at night, I really had no time to 
investigate the subject, and, aiter some 
further talk of not the most amicable nat- 
ure, the preacher went to my employers 
and insisted on the discharge of such an 
Atheistical person, suggesting that the 
wrath of God would be visited on them if I 
were retained. He was, however, met with 
a curt refusal, because I attended to my 
business and had just taken the vacancy of 
a Sunday-school attendant who, unfortu- 
nately, was lazy and a thief. 

There is no doubt in my mind that this 
incidentof fifty years ago has been repeated 
time and again since then. When the late 
A, B, Sands bought the pill business frem 


‘Dr. William Wight, it was proposed that I 


should retain the superintendence of the 
factory. Knowing him to be an Epis- 
copalian, I told him plainly that, as I 
was an Atheist, he probably would not 
Consider the connection desirable. He said 


in reply that with my religious views he 
had nothing to do, and that I was answer- 
able not toman but to God. He wanted 
me to assist him in carrying on the busi- 
ness, as he was assured I was fully capable. 
He deeply regretted my irreligion, but said 
it was not for him to sit in judgment. We 
were always in business accord, and when 
he died he left me a legacy of $1,000. 

If our brethren could only be convinced 
that they have at this late day naught to 
fear, and if all would declare their honest 
sentiments, I firmly believe that the num- 
bers would be so great that the preachers 
would be appalled, and persecution for 
opinion’s sake would be relegated to the 


past. But we must always have our quills 
erect to ward off any Christian attack, and 
we need fear no trouble if we have the in- 
telligence and ability to repel it. 

Virginia. F. L. TAYLOR. 


An Open Letter to Christian Ministers 
CONCLUDED. . 

33. Could the sacrifice of the life of Jesus 
Christ save one soul which an omniscient 
God knew would be lost? Your Bible 
teaches salvation by faith and damnation 
through a lack of faith, and it also teaches 
predestination. Mark says Christ said: 
‘tle that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned ;” then he tells how one shall per- 
form miracles in order to prove bis faith. 
34. Can you perform these miracles? Your 
Bible declares that, Christ performed many 
migkty miracles, and John says Christ 
said: ‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that belisveth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also, and greater works than 
these shall he do, because I go unto my 
father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I ao, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son; if ye shall ask any- 
thing in my name, I will do it.” 35. Do 
you honestly believe that is true? You 
must remember that is either true or it is 
not true, and if that is true, and if you hon- 
estly believe it is true, then you can easily 
convert the entire world to the Christian 
religion by simply asking God in the name 
of Jesus Christ to have it done. You cer- 
tainly cannot deny that fact. ; 

St. Paul preaches justification by faith; 
then he preaches the condemnation of one 
through the disobedience of another. Then 
he preaches foreordination or election. He 


says: ‘‘For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works, but of him that 
alleth, it was said unto her: The elder 
shall serve the younger, as it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
What shall we say, then? Is their unright- 
eousness with God? God forbid. For he 
saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compassion. 
So, then, itis not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that reasoneth, but of God that 
sheweth marcy; for the scripture saith unto 
Pharaoh: Even for this same purpose have 
I raised thee up, that I might shew my 
power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. There- 
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
Thou wilt say unto me, Why doth he yet 
fiad fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
Nay, but O man, who art thou that repli- 
est against God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why hast thou 
made me thus? Hath not the potter power 
over the clay, of the same lump to make 
one vessel unto honor and another unto 
dishonor? What if God, willing to show 
his wrath and to make his power known, 
endureth with much long-suffering the ves- 
sel of wrath fitted to destruction, and that 
he might make known the riches of his 
glory on the vessel of mercy which he had 
afore prepared unto glory?” 

Again Paul says: ‘‘Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher power, for there is 
no power but of God. Whosoever there- 
fore resisteth the power resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God, and they that resist shall 
receive to themselves damnation.”’ 

-According to your Bible, which you say 
is the divinely-inspired word of an infinite 
God, there is no power but of God, and all 
rulers, whether good or bad, are ministers 
of God, and all who resist their power must 
be damned. 

If that be true, then our grand, noble, 
and patriotic forefathers and mothers, who 
resisted the tyranny of King George of 
England, and who by such resistance have 
established and built up the grandest gov- 
ernment on earth, have resisted the ordi- 
nance of God,.and must be damned, and 
every reformer who has made the condi- 
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tion of things in this world better has re- 
sistel the ordinance of God and must be 
damned. 

36. Do you believe there is one intelli- 
gent, sane person of the present age who 
believes that? If thereis an omnipotent, 
omniscient God, then he would rid the 
world of all evil and make all his crea- 
tures, things, and conditions good; and as 
he does not, then we know your God is 
not infinitely good. And if there is no 
power but of God, then the power of your 
Devil is a part of the power of your God, 
and hence your God has too much power. 

37. If there is an omnipotent God and if 
there is a wicked Devil, who or which 
causes ali sin, crime, and misery, and if 
this God will do whatsoever you may ask 


him to do in the name of Jesus Christ, then 


why don’t you ask God in the name of 
Jesus Christ to kill this devil, and thus rid 
the world of allevil? If you are honest 
you will say, “We don’t want any God to 
kill our Davil, because that would destroy 
our business, and then we should have to 
go to work at some useful business and 
earn an honest living.” You know that is 
true, because you know your Devil is just 
as necessary to help you in your business 
as your Great Jehovah and your precious 
Jesus is. 

- But, my dear sir, your god is a myth 
and your devil is a fraud, and science will 
soon kill both your devil and god. 

In conclusion I will say, I hope scme of 
you will kindly answer these questions and 
tell us what you know about an infinite 
God and how you know it. I have madea 
careful study of these matters for more 
than thirty-five years, and I have arrived 
at the conclusion that all the God thereisis 
Nature, and that all that takes place is the 
result of some natural cause, and that no 
God or power can change that fact. 

Very truly yours for truth and reason, 

Elmira, Mich. G. G. Gasrion. 


Disgusted. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I lately sənt the following letter to the 
Blue Grass Blade: 

CHARLES CHILTON MOORE: . . Since 
you have commenced to quarrel with the 
A. S. U. you have shown yourself a Chris- 
tian in its most degrading form to hu- 
manity. I don’t care what you say, Jesuit 
like, you are trying to impose yourself on 
Liberals, who have entirely too much sense 
not to see who and what you are. 

I read no other paper but yours, except 

onecopy of The Truth Seeker, from which 
you quoted, and I have kept up reading the 
Blade with the hope of more light, but 
none comes, and so I order my Blade 
stopped at once, though it is paid for till 
January, E. M. 302. 
' Idothis for so many reasons I cannot 
begin to enumerate the half of them. You 
use abuse for argument, you lie like a dirty 
dog instead of giving facts; youtreat your 
correspondents who differ with you (see 
J. T. Stewart, Seymour, Mo., for one) with 
such injustice it makes the blood of a true 
man boil with indignation. 

I am forced tothe conclusion that back of 
all of this must b2 the promptings of a sav- 
age nature, the low groveling instinct of 
the wild beast, as your picture shows you 
to be. 

You ara no genius; in your undeveloped 
animal nature you attempt to ape the im- 
morta] Bennett; got into the penitentiary 
where you ought to have staid but for the 
humane feelings of our grand President; 
seeing the rapid growth of thought in the 
minds of men in general, who do appreci- 
ate the genius of a Brann, you attempt to 
imitate him, with about the success that a 
naked savage would a Shakspere; but you 
are nearer your level when you attempt 
and in a measure succeed to out-Sam Sam 
Jones in reaching the lowest level for lan- 
guage to express your dearest thoughts— 
vile! viue instincts of the Christian! and 
for what is it? You don’t fool a level- 
headed Infidel, not much—that you make 
money with a six columu weakly, and with 
the despairing rage of a dying wild beast 
youscream at The Truth Seeker, that has 
done more good for Freethought than the 
combined journals of the world. Its pub- 
lishing house is a hope for the thoughts of 
all who love the human family. 

Every Liberal I know of condemns your 
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course with all his might. Yours with 
nauseating contempt, 


Texas. Dr. W. C. Houmss. 


More Privileges for Pastors. 
Yo the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Under the above heading the Omaha 
Bee tells its readers that ‘‘clergy half-fare 
permits are to be extended to cover the 
entire territory between Chicago and the 
Pacific coast.’ Editorally no comment is 
made, and yet it isjust such privileges that 
secular papers should call marked atten- 
tion to, and condemn and rebuke. If we 
live in areal republic and not in caricature 
establishments (like the two late institu- 
tions in South Africa) we should view with 
alarm the setting up of a privileged class in 
our midst. If these spiritual shepherds are 
entitled to half rates on railways, the 
question naturally arises why should not 
other classes of the population be equally 
favored? The pauper class on account of 
possessing nothing, artisans and skilled 
workers who produce works of luxury and 
beauty, the doctors who save our lives are 
certainly entitled to some consideration; 
but we do not hear of their being honored. 
If the privilege is granted the clericals be- 
cause they are ministers of the gospel, it 
becomes necessary to show that that gospel 
is accepted and acceptable by the whole 
people, which most certainly is not the 
case. Despite the beating of drums at an- 
nual meetings of large bodies of Christians 
(the Christian Endeavorers, for instance) 
the church census taken at random in vari- 
ous places indicates that not over one- 
third of the population are church members. 
The Christians, however, pull together and 
the Freethiakers will not actively interest 
themselves in politics, and unless they be- 
stir themselves and agitate against class 
favors we may expect to see in another 
decade the half-fare abolished, and aclergy- 
man’s free-pass substituted. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO CREMATIONISTS. 


There are 22 crematory temples in the 
United States, situated as follows: 
Washington, Pa, Detroit, Mich. 

New York, N. Y. Lancaster, Pa. 

San Francisco(2). Pittsburg, Pa. 

St. Louis, Mo. Baltimore, Md. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Troy, N.Y, 

Boston, Mass. Davenport, Iowa. 
Cincinnati, O. Swinburne Isl’d, N.Y. 
Chicago, Íl. Waterville, N. Y. 
Buffalo, N. Y. Pasadena, Cal. 

Los Augeles, Cal. Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Portland, Oregon. 

The cost of incineration, urn, and niche 
in the urn hall (or columbarium) is far 
cheaper than earth burial. An incinera- 
tion costs about $30 to $45. The best 
way for Freethinkers who believe in this 
scientific disposal of the body is to arrange 
matters when living—this can be done by 
the purchase of a ‘‘ Cremation Certificate’’ 
for $30—$5 cash and balance in monthly 
payments of one or more dollars; these 
certificates are transferable and will be 
honored by nearly all the cremation asso- 
ciations in the world. 

Cremation appeals to radical, independ- 
ent thinkers; it is a clean, rapid method. 
For those that have taken the trouble to 
investigate, there is no choice between the 
sunset glow of a furnace and the foulness 
and corruption of the earth. 

Cra natioun statistics indicate a steady 
annual advance in all countries, and this 
is particularly the case here. In 1879, 4; 
1899, about 260; 1899, about 1,000; 1990, 
about 1,200. 

If the 22 cremation societies would keep 
a standing advertisement in the Liberal 
papers it would besound business policy, as 
nearly all Freethinkers are inclinedto favor 
cremation. Respectfully submitted, 

Omaha, Neb. WALTER BREEN. 


Freethought Business Only. 

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker 

Your headline, ‘‘Not Interested in These 
Subjects,’’ leads metoexplain. Being in- 
terested is of no consequence; but if ob- 
jects are mixed, how can we support our 
own? Your last paper reports nine Press- 
Writers’ subjects irrelevant to Freethought, 
six whose titles do not show their object, 
and four on Freethought. 

You know my reason for not giving a 
cent to the Secular Union this year is that 


speakers in our conventions proclaim ideas 
$ ' 


foreign to the society's business. I like to 

do all I can for a Secular Union, Free- 

thought Press-Writers, and Freethought 

journals. Respectfully, H. M. Lucas. 
Ohio, 


‘¢ Ecclesiastical Hash.” 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

In the Christian Herald of September 18, 
1901, Brother Talmage, after recounting 
the ro kinds of Baptists, the 16 kinds of 
Methodists, the 5 kinds of Adventists, the 
6 kinds of Quakers, and the 6 kinds of 
Presbyterians, adds: ‘‘And many other 
denominations, more in number than we 
have mentioned, are more or less absurdly 
cut up into a great ecclesiastical hash, with 
enough salt of real grace in each to keep it 
and enough of biting controversy to spice 
it, but nevertheless hash !’’ 

“ Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity !”’ 
(Psalms cxxxiii, 1). 

‘Think not that I am come to send peace 
on earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword ’’ (Matt. x, 34). 

‘On earth, peace: good will toward 
men ” (Luke ii, 14). 

‘For lam come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against 
her mother, and thedaughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law ” (Matt. x, 35). 

Brother Talmage very well knows that 
such conflicting and contradictory asser- 
tions as are contained in the above quota- 
tions have produced the ‘great ecclesiast- 
ical hash ” which he so sadly deplores. He 
further very well knows that these dis- 
crepancies can never be harmonized. 

No suggestions of Brother Talmage can 
ever resolve the turbulent mass into any- 
thing but ‘‘ hash.” He will not live long 
enough—even though he should live a thou- 
sand years—to sse his ideal ‘millennial 
church ” set up on earth, unless men aban- 
don and abolish senseless creeds founded 
on ‘‘God’s Holy Word,” and build a com- 
mon-sense structure based on man’s needs 
as indicated by human experience. 

Tennessee. W. A. SIMPSON. 


Peace at Any Price. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Your paper suits me, but it raises hell in 
the family, and solved a doubtful problem 
that has worried my wife for many years. 
A few years ago I remodeled a church, the 
pastor of which I believe to be a good man, 
and wasa general in the Confederate army. 
After the church was finished he called on 
my wife, who is a devoted Catholic, and 
invited her to attend his church. She de- 
clined politely and told him she was satis- 
fied with her church and desired no change. 
He then inquired, To what church does 
your husband belong? She told him she 
had been married a long time and had 
never yet been able todiscover whether he 
was a Christian, Mohammedan, Buddhist, 
or Confucian. 

Since I have been taking The Truth 
Seeker she has about sized me up, and 
sometimes we have had a hot time in 
Georgia. I have concluded to adopt Grant’s 
motto, ‘‘ Let us have peace,” therefore stop 
my paper from date. A.M. M. 

Augusta, Ga. 


A Young Friend. 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Although I know you only through The 
Truth Seeker, still I feel that you are a 
friend to every Freethinker in the world, 
especially the young ones. I am twenty- 
three and was raised a Methodist, but when 
I was twenty I left home, and for the first 
time in my life saw some Freethought 
works and The Truth Seeker. The result 
was that I went to thinking, and the more 
I thought the less I believed. Now, I am 
an Agnostic and a devoted reader of The 
Truth Seeker. I inclose check for the re- 
newal of subscription. I regret that I am 
unable to help you more in the cause, but 
I am at present only a laboring man, and 
money comes hard. However, ‘I cannot 
get along without The Truth Seeker, as it 
always comes for my Sunday reading. 
Next year, when my pineapples come in, if 
I am prosperous, I shall share my prosper- 
ity with the grand old Truth Seeker. 

Wishing you success in your work for 
Freethought, I am one of your new 
friends, B. G. BALL. 

Florida. 
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Some Serious Thoughts. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I inclose herewith $5 for two years’ sub- 
scription, which carries me to Aug. 21, 
1903; also $5 for two new subscribers. 

I am unable to do much for Freethought 
in this Indian country, as but a few whites 
live near this agency. Those who do are 
interested in the souls of the Indians, 
which of course they know all about, and 
it is hard ground to work on or I should 


` have done something for The Truth Seeker 


long ago. 
scribers. 

If every subscriber to The Truth Seeker 
would get one new subscriber he would be 
doing himself a credit and the new sub- 
scriber a lasting benefit. In a country of 
such public schools as ours a paper like 
The Truth Seeker should flourish like a 
“green bay-tree,” and it surely will if it 
ever gets a good foothold. The trouble is 
in getting people to read—read The Truth 
Seeker, they won’t read it, and I sometimes 
think that it is more pleasant for some 
people to believe a lie than thetruth. If 
the bigotry and fear in men’s minds could 
be removed, such papers as The Truth 
Seeker would flourish; but it is a long way 
round, and many a boulder of superstition 
must be removed before the bright sun- 
shine of independent thought and action 
will dawn upon the human family. Very 
truly and fraternally yours, 

Montana. A. N, Grover. 


Speed the Day! 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Inclosed please find a one dollar bill, 
which will pay my subscription for four 
months, commencing August 19. I regret 
very much I cannot send amount for oneor 
two years’ subscription, and only wish I 
could make it a hundred. 

You are right when you say you advo- 
cate my cause, and it is my sincere wish 
that nothing happens to The Truth Seeker 
before I get out of a heavy debt recently 
incurred and get a chance to help along 
some. I have several of your catalogues 
of books and long for the day when I can 
begin buying many of them. Will do all I 
can toward securing new subscribers. 
Most sincerely yours, W. A. B. 

Ohio. 


I have however got two sub- 


A Bold Newspaper in Alabama. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I inclose herewith an article the words of 
which were compiled by me from the works 
of Ingersoll, Haeckel, and Remsburg; also 
Omar. It was published by W. W. Bunt- 
ing, editor of the Florence Herald, Flor- 
ence, Ala., and has contributed to raise the 
wrath of Christians here. I therefore hope 
that you will call the attention of the Free- 
thinkers, throughout the wide range of 
your world-wide circulation, to the fact of 
W. W. Bunting’s liberality in publishing 
Freethought articles, and perhaps Free- 
thinkers, by encouraging him with letters 
from everywhere, will break the shell of 
Christian bigotry and inaugurate a new 
day for this part of our country. Yours 
truly, Guy SIMMONS. 

Alabama. 


Does Mineral Live and Grow ? 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

In The Truth Seeker of August 24 Eliza 
M. Bliven, in her Secular Sunday School 
Lessons, says that mineral does not live or 
grow. A member of my family (by mar- 
riage) says minerals such as stones, dirt, 
gold, and silver do live and grow, and 
that iron is just a solid mass of insects. 

He wants to know how vegetables can 
be mineral and the human body also be 
mineral and both live and grow. Now, I 
want to see her statements proved, and 
then want tosee him disprove them. He 
is a Bible man, while I belong to The Truth 
Seeker. INQUIRER, 

California. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line (seven words to line)........... +... $ -10 
Per inch.....0... 


260 re Oooo ee veeeeeeesessseseseee X.00 
One-fourth colur n (34$ 10CheS)...0... 00s. eeen 3.00 
One-half column (7 inches)........0.0.6 sesess § 00 
Three.fourth column (ro}g inches)....... 6 50 
One column (14 inches)..sssse. ssr. sosoo.os.. o0.. 8.50 


On advertisements to run three months and 
over special terms will be given cn application 
Terms, cash with copy. The circulation of The 
Truth Seeker is a general one, all over this 
conntry and to Europe and the Kast,and any one 
havingashipping business of any sort will ind 
ita profitable medium. - 
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INGERSOLL # AS ® HE @IS. 


The Truth About the Life, Works, and Character of COL. R. G. INGER- 
SOLL with 

A refutation of the baseless and false calumnies, libels, and slanders invented and 

circulated by the clergy of the United States and elsewhere. The work covers the career 


of Colonel Ingersoll in WAR, POLITICS, AND PRIVATE AND PUBLIO LIFE. 
It disproves all the statements contained in the slanders of his clerical vilifiers. 


«* Compiled with the approval and assestance of the family of Colonel Ingersoil. 


196 pp. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


RICHARDS’ BUST OF PAINE 


David Richards, the sculptor, who died 
in the summer of 18,8, executed many well- 
known works in marble. A few years ago 
he made a statuette of Paineof which vut a 
few casts were taken, one of them being 
preserved and highly prized by Colonel 
Ingersoll. 

This BUST OF PAINE was made asa 
model for a large statue to be erected as a 
national monument to Paine. Mr. Rich- 
ards possessed a death-mask of Paine, 
which with the paintings in existence en- 
abled him to produce an accurate likeness 
of Paine, and his genius as a sculptor has 
given us a most spirited and graceful work. 

These busts are finished in imitation 
ivory and imitation bronze. They are fif- 
teen inches high and ten inches wide. We 
have put upon them the very low price of 
$3, the purchaser paying expressage. We 
box them free and deliver to express com- 
panies. 

When ordering please say which finish 
(ivory or bronze) is desired. 


— 


Ernst Haeckel’s Latest Book. 


The Hiddle of the Universe 
At the Close of the Nineteenth Century 


WITH PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR. 


CONTENTS. 


Psychic Gradations, 

The Embryology of the Soul, 
The Phylogeny of the Soul, 
Consciousness, 

The Immortality of the Soul, 
The Law of Substance, 

The Evolution of the World, 
The Unity of Nature, 


eee 


Author’s Preface, 
Translator’s Preface, 

The Nature of the Problem, 
Our Bodily Frame, 

Our Life, 

Our Embryonic Development, 
The History of Our Species, 
The Nature of the Soul, 


God and the World, 

Knowledge and Belief, 

Science and Christianity, 

Our Monistic Religion, 

Our Monistic Ethics, 

Solution of the World-Problems, 
Conclusion, 

Index. 


This is an English trauslation of Professor Haeckel’s magnificent work ‘‘ Die Welt- 
rathsel.” The maia strength of the book lies in a terse and telling summary of scientific 
achievements of the nineteenth century in their relation ‘‘to the riddle of the universe.’ 
Dr. Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be generally conceded that this 
probably his last great work, is a supreme and masterly effort. 


Price, $1.50 Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Now Ready. Fifth Edition. 


HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


To the Year 200. 
BY CHARLES B. WAITE, A.M. 


The author has made a thorough and careful revision for the Fifth Edition. Hav 
ing passed safely through the ordeal of adverse criticism, the book will undergo new 
changes of consequence in the text. As a history it will stand as it was written. 

The value of the work will, however, be enhanced by the addition of much new 
matter in the Appendix. 

Among the additional articles in the Appendixis a dissertation on the Essenes, dis- 
cussing the probability of Jesus having belonged to that sect. Also articles on the Zeal- 
ots, and the Inquisition. ‘The theory that the Inquisition was first established in the mid- 
dle ages, about the 12th century, is shown to be without foundation, On the contrary, it 
is traced back to the days of Jerome and Augustine, and is proved to have had its foun- 
dation in the teachings of Paul and in the reported sayings of Jesus. In factit is shown 
that the Inquisition was a legitimate institution of the Christian religion. 

The work has received the indorsement of eminent scholars in this country and 
Europe; among whom may be mentioned Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the late Dr, Samuel 
Davidson of London, and the late Prof. Gustav Volkmar of Zurich. 

This is an octavo volume of about 600 pages, printed on fine calendered paper, 
ot large and elegant type, and handsomely bound. 


Price, cloth, postpaid, $2.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


| POPULAR EDITION 


Great Woiksof Thos, Paine 


Containing in a volume of 875 
pages the principal works, the- 
ological and political, of the 
Author-Hero of the Revolution; 
with Life and Portraits. 


This is the cheapest edition of 
Paine’s collected writings. 
Price, $3. 

This book and The Truth Seek 
er ($3) one year, new sub- 
scription or renewal, $5. 


CONWAY'S EDITION 
THE WRITINGS OF 
CAOMAS PAINE 


Gollected, Edited, and Chro- 
nologically Arranged 
By MONCURE D. CONWAY 
with 
Portraits, Notes, and Histor- 
ica: Introductions. 
ConTENTS.— Volume I—1774- 
(779. Volume Il—1779~-1792. 
Volume III—1791-1804. Vol- 
ume 1V—Theological Works. 
Royal Octavo, gilt tops. Set, 
$10. Sold separately. 
Per volume, $2.50. 


Paine’s Works Published Separately. 


PAINE’S THEOLOGICAL WORKS, in- EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES 
cluding The Age of Reason, Examination Paper, I5 cents. 
of Prophecies, Letter to the Bishop of |THE AGE OF REASON. An Investiga- 
Llandaff, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to tion of [rue and Fabulous Theology. 
Camille Jordan, etc., etc., with a life of Without a peerin the world. Paper, 15 
Paine and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo cents, or 10 for $1. Cloth, presentation, 
Cloth, $. edition, with many pictures, $2. 


PAINE’S POLITICAL WORKS, including | THE RIGHTS OF MAN. For the op- 


Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights pressed of humanity. Paper, 25 cents; 


cloth, 50 cents. 
EE EA PAINE’S LIFE, with Remarks on Comte 
COMMON SENSE. and Rousseau. By Calvin Blanchard. 
Paper, 15 cents. 


Paper, 40 cents; cloth, 60 cents, 
Woman, Church, and State. 


BY MATILDA JỌSLYN GAGE. 


Paine’s first work. 


CONTENTS: 


The first chapter— 
the Matriarchate — 
shows that under the 
old civilizations woman 
had great freedom, but 
that the tendency of 
Christianity from the 
first was to restrict her 
liberty. 

Chapter II. deals 
with the theological 
dogmas of original sin 
and celibacy. The cel- 
ibacy ofthe clergy pro- 
duced degrading sen- 
suality, of which wom- 
an was the victim. 

Chapter III. is on 
The Canon Law, show- 
ing how the church cons 
trolled woman by mak- 
ing the legitimacy of 
marriage depend upon 
its own control of the 
ceremony. 

Chapter IV. — Mar- 
quette—is on Feudal. 
ism and its degrada- 
tion of women, the 
tights of "lords spirit- 
ual,” the immorality of 
the heads of the church, 
baptism of nude women 
in the early Christian 
church. 

Chapter V.— Witch- 
crait. In the days of 
this phase of religious 
insanity Mrs. Gage 
shows how the posses- 
| sion of even a little 

Š D AA So SN N learning was sufficient 
cause to suspect a wo- 
man of witchcraft, that to keep a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer 
3 e chen on “Wives” shows how shy disruption of the Roman empire was unfa- 
vorable to personal and proprietary rights of women. E 
la Otao VIL is ona foe polygamy was su tained by the Christian church, that 
the first synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and 
the other ‘‘principal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign 
Missions. i 
In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage talks of WOMAN 
To-pay; Past, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 


Cloth, $1.50; Paper, 75 cents. 


AND Work, THE CHURCH OF 


Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Coupany, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Boy That Laughs. 


I know a funny litttle boy— 
The happiest ever born; 

His face is like a beam of joy, 
Although his clothes are torn. 


I saw him tumble on his nose, 
. And waited for a groan— 

But how he laughed! Do you suppose 
He struck his funny bone? 


There’s sunshine in each word he speaks, 
His laugh is somethirg grand; 

Its ripples overrun his cheeks 
Like waves on snowy sand. 


He smiles the mc ment he awakes, 
And till the day is done; 

The schoolroom for a joke he takes— 
His lessons are but fun. 


No matter how the day may go, 
You cannot make him cry; 

He’s worth a dozen boys I know, 
Who pout and mope and sigh. 


— Sunbeam. 
oo} ee 
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« Foragin’ and Stealin’. 


Chancing to drop into the county court 
room of a Texas city, I arrived just in time 
to hear the judge Say : 

‘The court has considered the motion 
for a new trial, and the same is hereby 
granted.” The prisoner is released upon 
his own recognizance. Mr. Sheriff, adjourn 
court. Jim’’—to an old darky who was 
the prisoner—'‘‘ you come up to the house 
with me,” 

To me, a Northerner and a stranger, 
who had been raised to believe that the 
color line was closely drawn in the South, 
all this seemed very strange, and I could 
hardly believe my eyes when I saw the 
judge and the old darky walk off together. 

Inquiry elicited no satisfactory informa- 
tion about this extraordinary case, but the 
next morning, on opening my newspaper, 
I was much surprised and not a little 
pleased to find it reported in full, as fol- 
lows : 

The prosecuting attorney sat down, and 
as he mopped his brow he gazed triumph- 
antly at the judge and at the young lawyer 
who represented the prisoner. The latter 
was an old darky whose face was as black 
as the ace of spades. 

During the trial his eyes had never once 
left the judge. ‘‘Fo’ de Lawd,’ ef dat 
ain’t Mars’ Jim!’’ he had exclaimed when 
brought into the court room bya stalwart 
deputy ; and two rows of white teeth had 
been revealed by his pleased smile. The 
testimony of witnesses had been of no in- 
terest to him, and he laughed scornfully 
when the young lawyer who had been ap- 
pointed by the court to represent him 
poured forth college rhetoric. 

“ My ol’ Mars’ Jim gwine ter fix bit,” he 
whispered to himself. 

The judge straightened himself, and 
wiped his glasses solemnly. 

“The prisoner is found guilty as 
charged,” he said. ‘‘Has the prisoner at the 
bar anything to say to show cause why he 
should not be sentenced ?”’ 

The stern look of the court caused the 
old darky’s face to fall. When he looked 
up his eyes were sparkling with indigna- 
tion. 

“ Yes, sab,” he said; ‘‘I has somepen 
ter say, an’ I’s gwine ter say hit. Now 
lookey heah, Mars’ Jim, you knows me jes’ 
as well as I knows you, I’s known you 
ebber sence you was knee high ter a duck, 
an’ you ain’t nebber done nothin’ right 
mean till jest now. 

‘‘Dey brought mein heah an’ tole me I 
stole ashoat. But I didn’t t’ink nothin’ ob 
dat; an’ you nebber did befoah till just 
now. I come heak aftah justice. I thought 
I was gwine ter git hit case you was 
jedge. 

“ Mars Jim, doan’ you ’member dat I 
was yo’ body sarvint durin’ de wah? 
Didn’t I use ter russle fer grub fer you an’ 


cookin’, an’ say, ‘Jim’s a powerful good 
forager?’ Why, I stole chickings an’ tur- 
keys an’ shoats fer you clean from Chatta- 
noga to Atlanta. You didn’t say nothin’ 
agin hit then, no sah, an I wants ter know 
if hit was foragin’ then huccome hit 
stealin’ now? 

‘An’ doan’ you ‘membah, Mars’ Jim, 
dat one day you come ter me an’ Say, 
‘Jim,. termorrer’s Christmus, an’ we’s got 
ter have a fine spread?’ An’ didn’t I get. 
out an’ steal er turkey an’ ham an’ er bot- 
tle of dewdrop whisky? An’ didn’t yo’ in- 
vite yo’ brudder officers in nex’ day an’ 
order things jest scan’lous, an’ make ’em 
open dey eyes? Ef hit was foragin’ 
durin’ de wah, huccome hit stealin’ now? 

‘Yes, en doan’ you ’membak, Mars’ Jim, 
when you was shot, an’ de Yanks took you 
pris’ner at Petersburg? Didn’t you gib me 
yo’ gray uniform en’ er lock ob yo’ hah en’ 
yo’ sword, en’ didn’t you say, kinder 


‘hoarse-like, ‘Take ’em ter her? En’ didn’t 


Itake’em? Itoteddem tings t’ru’ de bresh 
a hundred miles, an’ when I come to de 
front gate dah stood Miss Emly! En’ when 
she saw me, didn’t she hug dat little bald- 
headed baby dat you was so proud of up 
close an’ cry, ‘He’s daid, he’s daid” En’ 
when I ups an’ says: ‘No, he ain’t daid, 
Miss Em’ly. De Yanks jest got him an’ 
he’ll be home bimeby,’ didn’t de tears ob 
joy come pourin’ down an’ wash de tears 
ob grief erway? 

‘*Now, lookey heat, Mars’ Jim; my ole 
woman an’ three pickaninnies is ober beah 
in er log cabin in de woods near Jim Wil- 
son’s pasture. Dey hain’t got nothin’ ter 
eat, en’ when I comes by Sam Johnsing’s 
hog pen, de yuther day, en’ sees dat skinny 
little shoat dat, honest ter Gawd, was so 
poah dat you had ter er tie a knot in his tail 
ter keep him from slippin’ ‘tween de palin’s, 
I jest began foragin’ ag’in. You cain’t call 
it steaiin’, nohow, ’case I’se gwine pay 
Mars’ Johnsing back jes’ es soon es my ole 
sow has pigs. You ain’t gwine ter send yo’ 
old body sarvint to de pen fo’ dat, is yo’ 
Mars’ Jim?” : 

There was silence in the court room for a 
momert. The old lawyers, who had at 
first laughed at what the old darky said, 
were now very quiet. The stern features 
of the old judge had relaxed. There was 
something moist in his eyes and he wiped 
them furtively. Finally he said: 

“The court has considered the motion for 
a new trial, andthe same is hereby granted. 
The prisoner is released upon his own recog- 
nizance. Mr. Sheriff, adjourn court. Jim,. 
you come up to the house with me.” 

And these were the words which I en- 
tered the court room in time to hear.— 
Clay Branch in Munsey’s Magazine. 

a ge 


A Lesson in Economy by a Michig 
Father. 


‘*My boy,” said the old man kindly, as 
he poked his head through the back parlor 
doorway about II P.M., where his prospec- 
tive son-in-law, Charles, sat courting 
Eliza, with the gas turned on full force, 
“are you aware that the moon is shining 
brightly this evening? Just see,’’ and the 
old man turned the gas out. ‘‘ Just ob- 
serve, my boy, how the moon’s yellow rays 
light up this room. Truly, it is as glorious 
spectacle. But come with me a moment; I 
have something in the cellar which I wish 
to show you.’’ 

Then the old man took his bull’s-eye lan- 
tern and led the way down thecellar stairs, 
closely followed by Charles. 

‘“ My boy,” said he softly, as they reached 
the cellar, ‘‘I know you love Eliza with 
all the strength of your noble heart, and 
you love to meet her often, and let me say 
that I have no objection whatever to your 
doing so; I simply request your presence in 
this cellar that I might give you a much 
needed and useful lesson in economy. Ob- 
serve, young man, the little box over in 
that corner.’’ Here he turned the light of 
his bull’s-eye full upon it. ‘‘ Well, that’s a 
gas meter. and every time that little pointer 
whirls round the space of that dial it means 
ır nearer the workhouse for me. 

‘That’s all, Charles. Now we will as- 
cend, and hereafter when the moon is 
shining you will not forget my lesson in 
economy, will you? Remember, my boy, 


yo’ chum when de rations got shot? And |to meet her by moonlight costs nothing, 
didn’t you use ter smack yo’ lips ober my į butto meter by gaslight is quite another 


affair. Good night, Charles. The moon 
is still shining brightly, I see.” 

Then the old manskipped blithely up the 
back stairs to bed.— Grand Rapids Herald. 
oe AES 
Killing for Sport. 

A pretty picture they make in the boat, 
Drifting along by the river side. 


He at the oars, while her fair white hand 
Trolls at the stern in the ebbing tide. 


Hark ! for a rustling sound is heard; 
A timid deer has come down to drink; 
A gentle creature with great brown eyes, 
Standing alert on the river's brink. 


A bullet whistles along the air; 
It has struck the beautiful, arching neck; 
The blood flows over the smooth, round 
breast, 
And begins the silvery stream to fleck. 


The creature struggles in agony, 
Asking for help with appealing eyes; 
Half-rising, she staggers and falls again, 
Then mutely suffers and slowly dies. 


What heart could have wrought the cruel 
deed ? 
Who quenched the life of the harmless 
thing? 
Alas ! it was done by the fair white hand, 
And simply for sport, this suffering ! 
—The Zoophile. 


-mm 
The Toast of ‘The Queen.” 

At a dinner once given in Scotland, a 
toast was proposed by a Scotchman, who, 
jua few words, gave his opinion of Queen 
Victoria asa woman. As published in the 
Glasgow Weekly Mail, it was as follows: 

“Now, geutlemen,’’ said the chairman, 
“will ye a’ fill your glasses, for I’m about 
to bring forrit the Queen. Our Queen, 
gentlemen, is really a wonderfu’ woman if 
I may say it; she’s ane 0’ the guid auld 
sort. Nae whigmaluries or falderals about 
her, but a douce decent lady. 

‘*She’s respectable beyond a’ doot. She 
has brocht up agrand family of weel-faured 
lads and lasses—her auldest son being a 
credit to any mither—and they’re a’ weel 
married. Ane daughter is nae the less 
than married to the Duke o’ Argyll’s son 
and heir. 

‘‘Gentlemen, ye’ll may be no’ believe it 
but I ance saw the Queen. I did. It was 
when I took my auld broos coo to Perth 
Show. I remember her weel—suck color, 
such hair—”’ (interruption and cries of ‘‘Is 
it the coo or the Queen ye’re proposin’?’’) 

“The Queen, gentlemen, I beg your 
pardon, but I was talking about the coo. 
However,as tothe Queen, somebody pointed 
her oot to msat Perth station, and there 
she was, smartand tidy-like, and says I to 
myself, ‘Gin my auld woman at hame 
slips awha’ ye needna remain a widow 
anither hour longer.’ Noo, gentlemen. 
‘The Queen!’ ” 

— 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


QUITE A NUMBER. 

“ Willie, whom did George Washington 
marry?” “The widow Custis, ma’am.’’ 
“Had he auy children?” ‘‘ Yes’m—the 
sons and daughters of the Revolution.” — 
Life. ; 


AND THE MINISTER WAS ‘‘COMPANY.” 
Tommy: ‘‘ Mom, gimme another biscuit.” 
Mamma (sternly): “ If—’’ 

Tommy: “Ifthe comp’ny don’t want to 
hog ‘em all,’’—Philadelphia Press. 


REASON ENOUGH. 
The teacher of the kindergarten has a 
great deal of trouble with Mabel, who is 
four years old. The otnzer day she had oc- 
casion to ask: 
“ Mabel, why did you strike Freddy?” 
‘Tause he’s littler dan me,” replied 
Mabel.— Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph. 


DOUBTING BOBBY. 
Mamma: “ You must listen sharp to the 
sermon this morning, Bobby, and try to 
remember all the minister says. -He is 
going to preach about what we shall do 
when we get to heaven.” 
Bobby: ‘‘How does he know? Was he 
ever there?” 


THEY HOLD MORE, ; 
“Do you ever wish you were a girl?” 
asked the visitor who was waiting in the 
reception rocm. 
“Only at Christmas time,’’ answered the 
boy, who was lingering in the doorway. 


‘“ Why do you wish it then?” 
‘“ Because of the stockings they wear,” 
was the prompt reply.—Chicago Post. 


JIMMIE’S QUERY. 

“ All of you who never told a lie raise 
your hands,” asked the teacher of her 
small pupils. ‘‘ Please, ma’am,” piped lit- 
tle Jimmie, “is it a lie if nobuddy finds it 
out?” —Ohio State Journal. 

ee 
About Temper. 

There are three reasons why one ought 
to control his temper, and the first is self- 
respect. When one loses command of 
himself and throws the reins upon the neck 
of passion, he may have for the moment a 
certain enjoyment in the license, but there 
must surely come a reaction of regret. 
When he is calm again and the fit has passed 
away, every serious person must be 
ashamed of what he said and what he did, 
of the manner in which he gave himself 
away and the exhibition he made of him- 
self. He will recall the amazement on the 
faces of his friends and the silence which 
they adopted asa protective measure and 
the soothing language which they used, as 
if they were speaking with a baby and the 
glances which passed between them. He 
will not soon hold again with them as 
strong as he did before this outburst, nor 
will he have the same claim upon their 
confidence as a sound and clear-headed 
man. He has acted like a fretful, peevish 
child and has for the time forfeited his title 
to manhood and the place of a man,—Ian 
Maclaren, . 

a 
While Holding Hands. 
“I guess it’s time to go,” he said, 
And started; 


‘You’ve guessed it,” she replied, and so 
They parted. 


—Detroit Free Press. 


Correspondence 


Dear Miss Wixon: I have never written 
to the Corner, but have intended to do so. 
I read The Truth Seeker at my uncle’s 
house. I am thirteen years old. I like to 
stay in Idaho. I have three sisters; two of 
them are in Idaho. Papa and my youngest 
sister are in Oregon. My mamma died two 
years ago. Iam starting to go to school 
next month. Fruit is scarce here this year, 
and vegetables also, on account of the Jate 
frost we had. I will write more some other 
time. Your friend, 

Idaho. ELLA WICKLUND. 


[We shall be pleased to hear from you 
often, Ella. Try toimprove your time in 
school, for school days are soon over.—Ep. 
C. C.] ; 


Dear Miss Wixon: Iam well and hope 
you are the same. Our harvest has come 
again. Some people have thrashed, and 
some have not. Papa is stacking now. Our 
school will start very soon. We are going 
to have a lady teacher. Her name is Mrs. 
Douglas, and she lives about half a mile 
from our place. Our first peaches are gore 
now, and we have more that will soon be 
ripe. They are called early peaches. 
Mamma is going to wash to-morrow. We 
have lots of flies here. We can’t get rid of 
them. It has been very warm here. What 
do you raise up where you live? What 
kind of winters do you have up there, and 
what kind of summers? We have hot sum- 
mers and cold winters. In the winter we 
go sleigh-riding on the snow, and I go 
coasting. I think it is lots of fun to coast. 
and I make big snow.balls. I roll them till 
trey get so big that I can’t move them. 
From your Freethought friend. 

Washington. EDITH FORSLAND. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club meets every 
Friday evening at 8 o'clock in the German 
Masonic Temple, 220 East Fifteenth street, 
New York, Program: 


Oct. 4—‘' The Struggle for Free Speech." 
Moses Oppenheimer. 

Oct. 11—‘'Chaos in Medicine.” Dr. Philip 
J. Reinle. 

Oct. 18 —‘*Crowd Not and Submit Not to 
Crowding.’’ Franklin Pierce. 

Oct. 25—‘‘ Missions and Missionaries.” 
Stephen T. Byington. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
meets every Sunday at 3 P. M., in the ong 
Island Business College Hall, South Hight 
street, between Bedford and Driggs avenues. 


Oct. 6—‘‘Is the Truth Worth Knowing?’ 
Herbert N. Caston. 


October 5, 1901} 


FOR SALE. Mixed tulips, ro for 25 cents. 
Choice red raspberries, plants ro cents each.<«r 
3 for ascents. Guinea pigs, $1.50 a pair. You 
pay freight. EARL GUSTIN. Pullman, Wash. 


SELF-HYPNOTIC 2poogzeep's, to dat o 
HEALIN ave profersed of 


yrrseeees. have professed’ ot 


CURING THEMSELVES 
of such diseases as they have failed in with 
medicine. Ail accomplished through the teach- 
ings of my original systemof SELF-HYPNOT- 
IC CONTROL which also develops the Psychic 
powers of man, enabling him to control his 
dreams, read the minds ot friends and enemies, 
visit unknown parts of the earth, solve hara 
problems in this trance and remember all when 
awake. FIVE COMPLETE TRIAL LESSONS 
wiil be sent for only xo cents silver and 2-cent 
stamp for p stage, actually enabling the student 
to accomplish wonders without further charge. 

PROF. R. E. DUTTON, Ph.D. 
4t38 Lincoin, Nebraska, U.S.A. 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
REASON AND SUPERSTITION 


OR 
Theology Viewed by the Light of Mod- 


ern Screence. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE. 


A bold attack upon the principles of Theology, 
radically destroying all forms of Religion. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE CRIME OF 


CREDULITY 
By Herbert N. Casson. 


_ This book isa masterly arraignment of Mys- 
iteism in allits disguises. Its chapter on Chris- 
tian Science is the most merciless analysis of 
that delusion ever written. 

Mr. Casson’s standpoint is that of a tweatieth 
century rationalist. His purpose is to * draw 
the line sharply between what is rational and 
what is superstitious.” No book could be bet- 
ter fitted to inculcate common sense and clear- 
headedness. 

The author has ransacked the Middle Ages for 
his facts, and applied them to ptesent-day prob- 
lems in a terse and forceful manner, His style 
is bright, witty, and epigrammatic. 

No progressive library is complete without 
this book. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
a8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS BY SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. 


The Holy Lance —An Episode of 
the Crusades and Other Monographs. Yet 
another volume of brilliant, racy. scholarly 
monographs from the pen of the editor of 
the Agnostic Journal. The title of the book 
is that of the first two chapters, in which 
Mr. Stewart Ross relates an episode of the 
Crusade. How admirably Ł> pictures the 
siege of Antioch, the sufferings of the be- 
sieged, and with what inimitable skill he 
describes the prodigies wrought by the ‘‘holy 
lance”—that wonderful weapon brought to 
Redeemer’s gore.” It is in these tales of 
romance and war that Mr. Stewart Ross is 
at his best, and the story which he here tells 
is one of the most thrilling and powerful 
examples of his matchless writings.—Liter- 
ary Guide. Price, $1.25. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise from the 
Dead? The Evidences for the Resur- 
rection Tried and Found Wanting. ‘‘One 
of the best essays ever written on the sub- 
ject.” Price, 25 cents. 


For all of these works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


From India to the 
Planet Mars. 


By THEODORE FLOURNOY, 


A study of a case of somnambulism with 
Glossolalia by Theodore Flournoy, 
Professor of Psychology at the Univer- 
sity of Geneva. Translated by Daniel 
B. Vermilye. Illustrated. 467 pages. 
Post 8vo, $1.50. 


This is a scientific record of observations ex- 
tending over a period of five years made by 
Professor Flournoy and his associates of the 
Geneva University. The case is that of a Miss 
Smith who claims to be the reincarnated spirit 
of the favorite wife of a Hindoo Prince, who 
lived in r40r. She also claims to be the reincar- 
nated spirit of Marie Antoinette, ueen of 
France, beheaded in 2793; Further, she makes 
spirit journeys to the Planet Mars, using the 

artian language, and describes the scenes 
‘costumes. and conversations in Mars. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ANCIENT PAGAN & MODERN 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. 


By Thomas Inman, M.D. 


Popular edition, revised and enlarged, with an 
Essay on Baal Worship, on the Assy- 
rian Sacred “Grove, and 
other ailied symbols. 


Profusely Illustrated. Post &vo, cloth, $ 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. | 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC- 


ALLY ILLUSTRATED, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Noah 


A Hunting Anecdote—Abraham, Christ’s Great 
Family—Isaac and His “‘ Sister "—One of Twins 


cestor—A Queer 
—Jacob and Esau-—Joseph 


the Man of Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam the Diviner—Bloody Joshua— 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General 


Gideon—Je 


thah and His Human Sacrifice—Samson_the Strong—Ruth 


and Boaz—Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel—David, God 3 Favo- 


rite—Some Stories from the Book of Kings—Adventures of t 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


e Prophets~ 


Four hundred pages— Two hundred Full-Page Pieture’ - 


The Stories 
Givea Coneernin 
ticity of the Old Testament—A Page 

of Text to Each Picture. 


umorously Told—And Hard Facts 
the Origin and Authen 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


THE EVOLUTION OF MAN 


His Religious Systems and Social 


Customs. 


By W. W. HARDWICKE, M.D. 


Of London, England. 
Hlustrated. 


With a Chart of the Constellations. 


This book is an epitomized account of Man's career, of the ee Evo- 


lution, of the growth of religions, and an examination of the Christian 


eligion. 


It is just what is wanted by the general reader who is inquiring for the first time 


into the questions of the origin and development of man. 


And for the advanced 


student it forms a valuable work of reference, presenting a clear and precise sum- 
mary of the main facts and arguments bearing on the great questions at issue be- 
tween Christianity and Rationalism. 
recommend it to all. 


Opinions of the English Press. 


Copy of the Tree of 
Knowledge and Serpent, 
found on an Assyrian 
clay tablet, Circa .c. 
2000 (British museum). 


Daily News. 


complete number of Light. 


It is direct and forcible in style, and we 


Its teaching will be opposed by the majority and 
sharply criticised by many, while by others it will be 
warmly welcomed as one of the simplest and most lucid 
expositions of ‘‘the fallacy of the Christian religion.”’ 
His power of argument, his patient and untiring re- 
search is disclosed in every page of his book. The vol- 
ume is one which will rank with someof those written 
by men whose disciple Dr. Hardwicke is.—Cambridge 


An adequate review of his book would require a 
It is almost encyclopedic, 


covering an enormous area in the vast fields of Science, 


Sociology, Religion, Theology, and Spiritualism. 


On all these, and other sub- 


jects, Dr. Hardwicke is severely Rationalistic, Materialistic, Agnostic; but he is 


a well-read and resolute thinker and critic.—Light. 

Dr. Hardwicke has crammed a vast deal of information 
into the present volume, which is particularly valuable in its 
treatment of Pagan and Christian religion frum the evolution- 
ary standpoint. He is refreshingly outspoken. We do not 
hesitate to commend this work to the attention of Freethink- 
ers, The instruction it conveys has been gathered over wide 
fields of research, and is presented in an interesting manner.— 
Book Chat. ; 

Books of the type recently furnished by Dr. Hardwicke are 
urgently needed, in order that the man of timorous conscience 
may be assisted in the task of depolarizing his old conceptions, 
Dr. Hardwicke’s reasoning is clear and dispassionate; crowded 
though his book is with facts, there is no lack of logical presen- 
tation, and the rare and curious information it contains gives 
proof of much patient research. So lucidly and brightly runs 
the tale of man’s evolution that even the advanced student will 
not be disposed to lay the book down until he has perused it to 
the last page.— Ethical World. 

This book is a valuable summary of the latest. results of 
knowledge and investigations as to the religious system and 
social customs which have contributed to the formation of that 
complicated being called “ Man.” | Here is the very volume 
wanted by thousands of earnest inquirers into the origin and his- 
tory of religion. The book is really a library in itself.— Rey- 
nolds’ Weekly Newspaper. : et a 

Of this great work we have imported a limited edition, and 
offer it for the low price of $1.75. 

PRICE, $1 75 


Copyofa 
small bronze 
image of the 
Egyptian Vir- 
gin Mother Isis, 
with the Infant 
Horus, and the 
Fish.— Inman’s 
Ancient Faiths. 
Circa B .. 000. 


Address TAE ''RUTH SEEKER Comrany, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 
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REMOVAL! 


On Sept. sth I shall permanentiy locate in 
DENVER, COL. Address all letters and pack- 
ages after that date as.above. My facilities to 
fill orders for Diamonds, Watches, Chainsn 
Jewe ry, Watch-work, etc., will be better thas} 
ever and Itrustmy many patrons throughou 
the United States will continue their favors a' 
in the past. Send for price-.ists of above; also o- 
Ingersoll Spoons, Freethought andother Badges 
etc., and my famous tract: ‘‘'Theism in the Cruci 


ble ” free. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
1,945 Logan Ave., Dene r, Co 


WATER OF LIFE. 


The most reliable remedy for Stomach. Liver 
and Kidneys. Bright’s Disease or Diabetes per 
fectly cured by its use. It imparts vigor andli j 
tothe whole system. Is an unfailing cure fo 
weak eyes, should be applied daily as a wash 
Tnousands of testimonials from all parts certify 
to its healing virtues. Soldin 5 gallon carboys 
at $3.50, money to accompany the order, Write 
to Wyoming Mineral Water Co., 50o So. Main St 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 3mzı 


ESTABLISHED 186s. 
Thirty Years in the Business. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro 


Commission Merchants. 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


Apples, Cranberries, Potatoes, Butter, Eggs 
Cheese, Dried Fruits, Etc. 


Promptness our main object. Correspondence 
solicited Car lots a specialty. e fill 
orders for all kinds of produce. 


141 South Water Street, Chicags. 


Bible in India: 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. 


Translated from “La Bible dans L’Inde,’ ’by 
Louis Jacolliot. 


Price, cloth, $2. 


History of the First Council 


of Nice. 


A WORLD’S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 
A.D., 325. 


WITH A LIFE OF CONSTANTINE 
By DEAN DUDLEY. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


An Essay on Miracles. 


Being a Chapter from the 
‘Philosophical Works ol.. 


DAVID HUME. 

This little work should be most widely distrib 
uted, as it overwhelms the Christian system o 
Stperstition on oneof its most vital tenets. I 
shows the impossibility of Miracles, withou 
which Christianity has no foundation at all. No 
minister has ever been able to answer this argu 
ment by David Hume, and it stands as impregna 
ble to their assaults as does Paine’s “Age of Rea 
son. 

This edition is in improved form, being printed 
from new plates from new type, with cover 
Single copy, rocents; seven copies for so cents 
Twelve copies for one dollar. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
e8Lafavette P1.. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EX- 
POSED. 


By REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 
Price tscenta Address tbis office 


N 
UN 


1s to-day the most successful in his line of pree- 
tice of any living P phage He 


BSS ce cures weaknesses of men, as the re 
Siew sult of early indiscretions and later 
excesses—by a medicine to be applied 
externally, which comes in contact 
with the very seat of the complaint, 
and restoration is complete. Te 
know more of this great cure send 10 
cents for ‘*Dr. Fellows’ Private 
Counsellor’?—a valuable booklet 
which should be in the hands of 
every man, youug or old, if sexus 
ally weak, or troubled with Varicose 
cele, or Atrophy (wasting of the 
_z Darta), Losses, Impotency, etc, Ad- 
= dress the Doctor at Vineland, 


The right of Dr. Fellows” External Application 
to be called a true speoific has been establisned 
to our entire satisfaction, and it would not be 
possible, we believe, for the public to finda 
remedywhich more thoroughly sustains its repu 
tation as a curethan Dr. Fellows’ Outward Medi- 
cation. Wa cannot refuse to indorse it unresrv- 
edly to the reade-rs of this journal in the live of 
the evidenee before us —Awerices Tournal. 
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Gems of Thought. | 


It is just as impossible to cure religious 
ills by civil law as it isto remedy political 
ills by assassination and murder.—Sentinel 


of Liberty. 


The latter part of a wise man’s life is 
taken up in curing the follies, prejudices, 
and false opinions he bad contracted in the 
former.— Swift. 


All is bad or good as it affects the well- 
being of society, or, let us call it, human- 
ity. There can be no intrinsic evil, no pos- 
itive sin, where there is no community to 
be harmed by your acts.—Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton. 


Instilling opinions without the evidence, 
and at an age when the parties into whom 
the opinions are instilled are incapable of 
understanding the evidence, is a practice 
which necessarily engenders habits of com- 
plicated misconduct toward evidence. It 
engenders the habit of neglecting evidence 
and the holding of opinions without regard 

-to their evidence—a habit which is the 
foundation of all intellectual and moral de- 
pravity.—Westminster Review. 


If I owe a person money and cannot pay 
him, and he threatens to put me in prison, 
another person can take the debt upon him- 
self and pay it for me; but if I have cem- 
mitted a crime, every circumstance of the 
case is changed. Moral justice cannot take 
the innocent for the guilty, even if the in- 
nocent would offer itself. To suppose jus- 
tice to do this is to destroy the principle of 
its existence, which is the thing itself. Jt 
is then nolonger justice; it isindiscriminate 
revenge.— Paine. 


This is the history of governments: one 
man does something which is to bind an- 
other. A man, who cannot be acquainted 
with me, taxes me; looking from afar at 
me, ordains that a part of my labor shal] go 
to this or that whimsical end. not as I, but 
as he happens to fancy. Behold the con- 
sequence! Of all debts. men are least will- 
ing to pay the taxes. What a satire is this 
on government! Everywhere they think 
they get their money’s worth, except for 
these.— Emerson. 


Of late the death-beds of believers have 
been less peaceful than those of unbeliev- 
ers. Terrible doubts have intruded them- 
selves. Orthodoxv is bound to believe that 
Voltaire and Pive and other so-called In- 
fidels died miserable deaths, and still goes 
on asserting it though there is not a parti- 
cle of proof. But it would not be difficult. 
were the truth abundant, to match these 
cases with ascore te one of the unhappy 
deaths of orthodox Christians of the most 
saintly characters.— Chadwick. 


Miracles are probable onlv in the far past 
or the very remote future. The present is 
the propertv of the natural. You say to a 
man, ‘The dead were raised four thousand 
vears ago.” He says. ‘‘Well, that’s reason- 
able.” You say to him. ‘In four million 
vears we shall all be raised.” 
“That is what I believe.” Say to him. “A 
mav was raised from the dead this morn- 
ing,” avd he will sav. ‘‘ What are you giv- 
ing us?’ Miracles never convinced at the 
time they were said to have been performed. 
—Ingersoll. 


We now feel that we must suspect all in- 
stitutions that boast a birth in the distavt 
nast. Such a boast had plausibility enough 
in the vears which accepted the story of a 
golden age. As long as it, was believed that 
aves ago the gods conversed freely with 
men and that the sacred books and legends 
of the natinus contained the wisdom 
cleaned from heaven, age was a virtue in- 
deed. But we now know that this fs follv. 
Wisdom grew with the growth of man’s 
mind. Therefore, the older an institution 
claims to he, so much the more Certain is it 
that it was founded on scautv and im- 
mature knowledge.—Joseph McCabe. 

The dictum that truth always triumphs 
over superstition is one of those pleasant 
falsehoods which men repeat after one an- 
other till they pass into commonplaces, but 
which all experience refutes. History 
teems with instances of truth put down by 
persecution. If not suppressed forever, it 
may be thrown back for centuries. To 
speak only of religious opinions, the Ref- 
ormation broke out at least twenty times 
before Luther, and was put down. Arn- 
old of Brescia was put down. Fra Docino 
was put down. Savonarola was put down. 
The Albigenses were put down. The Vau- 
dois were put down. The Lollards were 
put down. The Hussites were put down. 
Even after Luther, wherever persecution 
was persisted in, it was successful. In 
Spain, Italy,- Flanders, the Austrian em- 
pire, Protestantism was rooted out, and 
most likely would have been in England 
had Queen Mary lived or Queen Elizabeth 
died. Persecution has always succeeded, 
save where the heretics were too strong a 
party to be persecuted effectually.—John 
Stuart Mill. f 


He says. ` 
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SINAI AND OLYMPUS 


Parallels in Heathen Myth | 


and Hebrew Scripture. 


By A TEXAS PAGAN. 


75 ILLUSTRATIONS. 


115 Large octavo pages. Illuminated cover, 


fine paper. Price, 50 Cents. 


DEUCALION AND PYRRHA—ANOTHER FLOOD STORY. 
(From Sinai and Olympus.) 


' Thisis a lecture by a Texas Pagan, which has been illustrated by another. 
The text is what the title describes, a comparison of the heathen myths with the 
Hebrew tales told in scripture. 

The subjects are treated in an up-to-date style. The text is pungently serious 
and throughout the book runsacurrent of exquisite wit. ‘There are many 
chapters of the book which Voltaire could hardly have excelled. It is an easy 
study in comparative religions, full of information, in a delightful way. 


Price, 50 Cents. 


THE CHRIST MYTH. 


The question of the historical existence of Jesus is vital and imperative. It lies at the 
basis of the whole structure of Biblical criticism, and the answer lurks between the lines 
n all the reports of modern investigation. 


The Contents of THE Curist Mytu is as follows 

Preface, Mediators and Trinities, Christ and 
the Gospels, The Two Genealogies of Christ, Doc- 
trine of Divine Paternity, Other Virgin-born Sa- 
viors, John the Baptist, Buddhistic Legends, The 
Temptation, Precocity, Prophecy, Celestial Re- 
joicing, etc., Disciples: the Doubter and the Trai- 
tor, The Beatitudes, The Creation of. the Christ, 
Borrowed Miracles, Many Parallel Legends, Vi- 
olations of the Unities. An Impossible Trial, After 
the Crucifixion, An Unverified Uprising of Citi- 
zens, Inadequate Explanations, Post-Ascension 
Discrepancies, Myth, Forgery, and Human Cre- 
Salty The Rhapsodies of John the. Revelator, 
The Sacrament of the Eucharist, Christ Unknown 
to His Contemporaries, Various Conceptions of 
Logos and Mediator, Jesus Not a Perfect Example, 
What is There Left? Advantages of Knowing 
the Truth, Ecclesiastical Foundations Removed, 
The Problem of the Future, Bibliography ! 


Hindoo Virgin and Child. 


Everyone interested in the truth or falsity of the claims of the Christian church wil 
find this a most helpful work. It will not shock the most devout; it will satisfy the most 
adical. It is charmingly written, all the author’s points are carefully and conscientiously 
onsidered, and once its perusal is begun the book will not be laid down till the conclu- 
sion is reached. f PAPER, 25 CENTS 


‘THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Paine’sWrit- 
ings. Price, $5. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city 


‘‘Appeal to the Pious.” 


A handsomely bound volume, the contents of 
which are compiled in a condensed form and 
w.th care and reverence, concerning the present 
issues between theology and ‘science... The 
church is moulting its old theological incrusrta. 
tion to bring into greater activity its living tis- 
sue. This work is published to hasten the 
change. Theonly book written by the author 
in a long life of study, s0 cents. 


UNSOLICITED . TESTIMONIALS~-MOSTLY FROM EN- 
TIRE STRANGERS. 

A unique and a plain, simple, candid analysis 
of religivus opini. ns, truthiul, fair, and mild in 
analyzing the superstitious notions of church 
people. ‘ine authorhas shown great tact in his 
conversations wlth the pious.—Dr. A. G. Hum- 
phrey, Galesburg, Ill 

I have referred to it often for the excellent 
thought on the various points, and can say that 
Iam glad that I bought it,—J. Feudtner, Rush 
ville, Ind. 

I have loaned it to several friends, all of whom 
have pronounced it a good book, and when read 
carefully from the first to the last itis very con- 
vincing. It is one ofthe very oest books I ever 
read—fcr one to read who is trying to think his 
way out of the jungle of superstition.—E. A. 
Wood, M.D., Syracuse, N. Y. 

It is all right in every respect.—Thomas H. 
Nichols, Black River Falls, Wis. 

This little volume is a candid investigation of 
theological claims and beliefs. . . . itis free 
from the vilifying language frequently encoun- 
tered in Freethought Jiterature, but instead 
appeals to the reason of the reader.—Western 
Druggist, Chicago. 

A work of merit. A candid and sensible inves- 
tigation of theological claims and beliefs — 
Truth Seeker, New York. 

In this work an appropriate answer can be 
found to every statement made in support 
ofthe claims of modern Christianity, and to 
every fling at scientific agnosticism or so-called 

“infidelity.’—Author. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. N. Y, 


Danie K, Tenney’s 
BOOKS 


The Earth Not Created, 


Fallacy of Al) Cosmic Theories. .. . Price, 15 cts. 


An able argument to show that the world has 
always existed. 


Never-Ending Life, 


Assured by Science... as.. ees... Price, 6 cts. 
The best scientific argumentin favor of a fu« 
ture life that has ever before been made. 


Jehovah Interviewed, 


Or Orthodoxy from Headquarters... Price. 6 cts. 


A newspaper reporter goes up to heaven and in- 
terviews Jehova 


Theology, 
© its, Origin, Career and Destiny. ... Price, 10 cts. 
One of the best and most comprehensive sum- 
ming up of the absurdities of the Christian 
Theology that has ever before appeared. 


Holy Smoke in the Holy Land. 
Price, 10 cts, 
Susan H. Wixon says: “I have read, first and 
last, many accounts of Palestine, or ‘the Holy 
Land,’ but have never seen anything in that line 
that pleased me so well as this description by 
Daniel K. Tenney.” 


The Plan of Salvation, Price, 10 cts. 


In this pamphlet Mr. Tenney shows the absurd- 
ity of the Christian “Plan of Salvation” in so 
clear and plain a manner that any Christian who 
has a spark of reason left cannot fail to see it, 


“Owed” to the Clergy. Price, 6 cts. 


An address read before the Free Thought Con- 
gress held in Paine Hall, Boston, Nov. 27th, 1899. 


The Master’s Masterpiece, 
Or the Sermon on the Mount...... Price, 10 cta. 
This is the most thorough exposition of the fal- 
lacies of this noted “sermon” that was ever be- 
fore published. 


Modern Theology and Its Ideal Jesus 

Price, 10 cts. 

The absurdities of the reputed teachings of Jesus 

are here shown up as no other writer has ever 

presented them before, which will convince any 

onest reader that the most of them are con- 
summate nonsense. 


The Hon. Daniel K. Tenney, the author of these 
books, has been for many years the leading law- 
yer in one of the most distinguished law firms in 
Chicago, and there is not a more able writer in the 
LiberAl ranks. 

Address, 


TRUTH-SEEKER COMPANY 
~ 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Father of Republics. 


By T. B. WAKEMAN. 


the address given by the author at 
nveiling of the Bronze Bust of ý 
Paine at New Rochelle, N. Y., 

May 30, 1899. 


This speech was pronounced one of the most 
appreciative addresses on the author-hero ever 
delivared. Price, ro cents, 


Why Don’t God 
Kill the Devil? 


With Poem of Same Title. 


Price of the pamphlet, r5 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Containin 
the 


October 5, 1901, 
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Not for Parsons. 


Conductor (to intoxicated ir dividual on 
the elevated): ‘‘ What station do you want?” 
Intoxicated Individual: “ What (hic) sta- 
tions have you got?’’—Life. 


Tue Wrone THING.— Patke: “Yes, sir, 
if I had a wife who was a Christian Scien- 
tist, I would leave her in a minute.’’ 
Lane: ‘‘ What a fool you'd be! Why, she’d 
advertise it as a cure.” — Judge. 


OVERHEARD AFTER MEETING. — “De 
preacher say dat de worl’ comin’ ter a end 
in thirty days.”  ‘“‘Dat bein’ de case, dey 
ain’t a nigger in de country dat’ll pay house 
rent in advance.” —Atlanta Constitution. 


Orp Joke REMODELED.—A German who 
brought a Berlin joke ashore last week 
without Custom House interference has 
been exploding it industriously around 
town since. The joke was whispered to 
him in Berlin on his pledge to export it 
promptly. Here it is: A man was over- 
heard in a Berlin restaurant saying, ‘‘ The 
Emperor! why -he is nothing but a gibber- 
ing talker,” and he was promptly arrested. 

‘Why do you arrest me?” he asked the 
officer of the guard, 

“ For saving that the Emperor is a gib- 
bering talker.” - 

“But I did not mean the Emperor of Ger- 
many.” he protested. “I was talking 
about the Emperor of Russia.’’ 

‘* Ach so!” said the cfficer with a puzzled 
expression. ‘‘Is then the Emperor of 
Russia a gibbering talker also?” 


SHAKEN Farttu.—A religious old darky 
had his faith badly shaken not long ago. 
He is sexton for a white church in a Fay- 
ette county town, and one afternoon as he 
was in front sweeping the pavement a 
strong wind arose. tearing a piece of the 
cornice off and taking a few bricks out of 
the wall. Realizing that a good run was 
‘better than a bad stand. the old man sought 
shelter in the station house on the opposite 
side of the street. ; 

Several minutes later a member of the 
church of which Uncle Isham is sexton 
came by. and noticing him in his retreat, 
remarked that he thought the station house 
a strange place for a man of faith to seek 
shelter in a storm when a house of worship 
was near. 

‘*Dat’s so, but what’s a man gwine ter 
da whan de Lord begins to frow bricks at 
*im?’’—Scimitar. 


A Kinoty Svuccrstrion. — ‘“ Hel-l-o!’’ 
velled old man Dingley as Miss Luce 
Bloomer went down the opposite side of the 
street on her bicycte. 

“Wel, what is it?” she asked. as she 
gracefully stepped off her machine at his 
side. 

“ Why, y’ see, I was in the army—in the 
cavalry, v’ know—~an’ when I see them 
bloomers I thought I’d tell you about our 
cavalry pants; v’ see they had two thick- 
nesses of cloth in the ce o 

“ Sir?’ screamed Miss Bloomer. 

‘*Yaas,’? went on old man Dinglev, 
“they wuz what y’ call re-enforced in the 
se—"’ 

“You are an old brute!” she said as she 
mounted her machine and wheeled awav. 

‘*Wa-al. that’s where the wear comes on 
a saddle. She’stoo durned partic’ler.’’ Ard 
the old man went back into the house.— 
Judge. 


MISSIONARY WORK IN THE MOUNTAINS.— 
A Baltimore young lady, just back from a 
vacation, tells this one: 

Way back in the mountains of West Vir- 
ginia a Presbyterian minister scme time 
ago fellin with some people who seemed 
to be well fitted for the missionary efforts 
on which he wasbent. He had been riding 
nearly all day and late in the afternoon 
came upon a cabin set in the midst of wood- 
land. Nearthe door was a spare, straight- 
haired woman, who gazed at him curiously. 
The minister spoke to her courteously and 
made some inquiries regarding the neigh- 
borhood. Her husband was a hunter, the 
woman said. 


“ Andis he a God-fearing man?” asked 


the preacher, 

“I reckon so,” came the slow reply, 
“cause healwaystakes his gun with him.” 

The visitor hastily changed the subject 
and inquired if there were any Presbyteri- 
ians in the neighborhood. 

“I dunno,” said the woman,. simply; 
“ but there’s a lot of skins hanging up in the 
cabin; vou can look at’em and see if you 
can find any.” 

A Sunday-school organized in the same 
district had old men and young lads in the 
same class. Wishingto test the knowledge 
of her scholars the teacher began by ask- 
ing each one who made him. An old man 
at the end of the bench didn’t know, the 
next man didn’t,and no one did until a 
small boy declared he knew, and said 
“ God.” f l 

“Well,” cried the old fellow just ap- 
pealed to, ‘‘'taint been so very long since 
he was made.” — Baltimore Sun. ` 


The 


Freethinkers’ Pictorial 


Text-Book. 


Some of the False Doctrines, Absurd Theological Decrees, and Cruel Deeds of 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches. One Hundred 
and Seventy-three Pages of Cited Facts, History, 
Statistics, and Opinions of Acknowl- 
_ edged Authorities to Sup- 
port the Artist. 


TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES OF THE TEXT-BOOK. 


I received by last mail a copy of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.’’ I find it 
to be superb, and if anything more sharp or cutting in its illustrations and truths than the 
one previously published.— Wm. HART. . 

The Truth Seeker Company has issued another of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Books, which contains 211 full-page illustrations by that inimitable artist, Watson 
Heston. Those who have seen the first one issued will want this one also. No man who 
believes in mind-freedom should fail to secure the book.—Living Issues, Salt Lake City. 

This book constitutes the second of the Freethinkers' Pictorial Text-Books. 
The drawings were executed by Mr. Watson Heston, an artist well-known to The Truth 
Seeker's readers, as well as to many other Liberals. They illustrate in an excellent man- 
ner the follies of the church, the stupidities of religion, and priestly hypocrisies.. Such 
illustrations have this good thing about them— that they are not so easily forgotten as 
what one reads. The bookis in 9x12 size, with about 4-0 pages.— Forskaren ( Minneapolis). 

This book is an entertainment and an education. The artist and the author unite in 
showing up the false and foolish doctrines of the Christian church, and in exposing the 
rascally deeds and tricks of Roman Catholics and Protestants. There are two hundred 
and eieven full-page illustrations, every one of which is loaded. Everyone who has Part 
I. of this unique work will want the second part.—Boston Investigator. 

These pictures are of a character to cause the hair on a religious man's head to stand 
onend. Many of them would make a Methodist parson laugh, and others wonder why 
the artist hasn't been struck by lightning byan avenging providence.—Sunday Gazetteer, 
Denison, Texas. » : 

The second Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book is the biggest thing I ever saw, read, 
or heard of, and I claim to have seen some pretty big things in my life. I have been in 
twenty-seven states of the Union, in Canada, through the war of the Rebellion, North 
and South; attended Pat Gilmore’s Peace Jubilee in Boston three weeks; was correspond- 
ent of three newspapers; heard the best singers in the world, the best musicians, includ- 
ing the Queen’s Band, and the celebrated composer of the Strauss Waltzes; was at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876, six months, etc., etc., etc.; but these de- 
signs, delineations, and engravings beat all I ever witnessed, heard, or thought of before, 
And I must not forget the compilation, which does credit to its author, whoever he or she 
may be, for its application or fitness to the illustrations is so apt, full, yet concise, as to 
challenge admiration for the intelligence, foresight, and adaptation of the compiler—ELLa 
E. GIBSON. i : 


400 Pages, 12x9 inches, Bound in Boards, Illuminated Cover, $2; Cloth, 
Gold Stamp, $2.50. 


i Chas. Bradlaugh’s Life’ and 
Writings. 


A Few Words About the 
Devil and Other Essays. 


Himself, and the History of His Parita- 
mentary Strug gle. 


WITH PORTRAIT. 
Cloth, $1. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Blue Laws 
* Connecticut 


Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con- | 
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the 
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connecti- 
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of 
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s book on Sun- 
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution, or 
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns 
of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con- 
firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing 
the Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation. Nine Illustra- 
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design 
in colors. 

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish. 

The book includes an account of the Persecution of 
Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of 
he Blue Laws of Virginia. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 
Address Tax RUTA SEEKER Company, 28Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Specimen illustration 


With “the Story of His Life as Told by | 


HENRY D.LLOYD’S BOOKS 


Labor Copartnership. 


Notes of a visit to co-operative workshops 
factories,and farms in Great Britain and Ireland 
in which employer, employee, and consume 
sharein ownership, management, and results 
357 pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $x. 

It will surprise most Americans to learn ofthe 
foothold which cooperative societies have in 
England, and that the membership of the dis- 
tributive stores represents one-seventh of the 
population of Great Britain. These societies 
are now doing a business of $272,000,000 per year. 
Mr. Lloyd writes with enthusiasm about the 
strides which labor copartnership has made ina 
few years, and his statistics prove that not only 

-isthe workman benefited in the money sense, 
but heis also raised physically and mentally, and 
has developed business ability and a capacity 
for handling large problems that have always 
been thought possible only to the chosen few. 


Wealth Against Commonwealth. 
567 pages 8vo $2.50. Popular edition, $1. 


This is the most complete history in existence 
of the great combination of brains and capital 
which still remains the type and model of all 
trustsor monopolies. Mr. Lloyd has traced the 
growth of this institution from its origin, in the 
sagacity of one or a few business men of Cleve- 
land, to its vast proportions now, when it con- 
trols the oil markets and trade of a continent, 
and is perhaps the nost infiuentialand most 
dreaded financial power in America. The meth 
ods and practices by which all corporate priv 
leges have been grasped, and all corporate re 
sponsibilities evaded. by which the common law 
against monopolies has beea successfully defied, 
and all the resources of political, social, and 
financial pressure, of legal xkill. of statesman- 


ship, of forensic delay, have been impressed 
into its service against competitors and the pub- 
Jic. form a romance of the business world as 
absorbing in its interest as any ancient or me- 
dizval romance of conquest. 

Address 
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STORIES: 


a M 


By W.A-BACH: 


Price, 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette P] New York city. 


Address 


SKETCHES OF CREATION 


A popular view of some of the grand con- 
clusions of science in refer- 
ence to the history 
of matter and 


life. 
By ALEXANDER WINCHELL. 
460 pages. Illustrated. r2mo, $2. 


There are many persons who desire some 
knowledge of the origin, construction, and de- 
velopment of the earth and of its relations to the 
other bodies in the solar system, yet have neither 
the time nor the patience to master the details of 
the subject. The y wil! ind this summary of the 
matter better adapted to their purpose than 
almost anything else that has appeared. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Parents! Train up your Children 
to repeat the songs in theses. 


LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


and to sing them also 
to the good old tunes. 


Verses learned in youth stick fast in the memory i 
through life. 


A Beautiful Holiday Gift. Priee, 25cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


An Hour With the 
Devil. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


There was just as much known about the Dev 
when Mr. Bennett, late editor of The Truth 
Seeker, wrote this lecture as there is now, and he 
put itall in. The lectu:e was entertaining, in- 
structive, amusing, and was vastly enjoyed by 
the audience, and subsequently by many thou 
sands of readers. It is as good as ever. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address The Truth Seeker. 
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The Press-Writers. 
Press-Writers’ Notes. 

Francis B. Livesey seems to be taking 
alvautage of the present extravagant ut- 
terauces of the clergy to get in a word in 
defense of free press and free speech. In 
the Baltimore (Md.) American, Sept. 18, 
he answers one preacher with praises of the 
colony at Home, Wash. The Baltimore 
Sun of the same date prints his reply to 
another entitled ‘‘ Anarchism and Social- 
ism—Compulsory Education Already a 
B ısis for All Revolutionists.”” Livesey is 
also busying himself in behalf of Brother 
Corder, and suggests that Ohio Press- 
Writers do what they can (care of Lewis C. 
Hoover,sheriff, Circleville, O.). The Union- 
Herald of Circleville recently printed Live- 
sey in his defense. 

George B. Wheeler’s “Injustice to 
Ingersoll’? appeared in the Brocton 
(IH. Review, Sept. 12, and the Tama- 
roa (Ill.) Times, Sept. 13. Thirty copies 
of this letter were sent to weekly pa- 
pers, and about half of them have been 
reported as appearing. A Chicago editor 
returned the MS. because he said he had 
‘seen the same letter in so many of his 
exchanges,’’ showing that editors notice 
the Press-Writers’ efforts in other papers. 

The Sunday Record-Herald (Chicago), 
Sept. 15. prints E. P. Peacock in a ‘‘ Criti- 
cism of Christianity.” Mr. Peacock shows 
how the principles and teachings of Chris- 
tianity are hurtful to progress. 

Mrs. Harriet M. Closz is a most active 
worker, and one that Western Press-Wri- 
ters should keep wellsupplied with targets, 
as she seldom fails to make a center shot. 
Her regular work is a column of editorial 
comment in a local paper each week, and 
other recent efforts have been ‘‘ Construct- 
ive Armies’’,in the O naha (Neb.) World- 
Herald, Aug. 18 (that is reprinted in the 
Graphic-Herald of Webster City, Ia., Sept. 
18); “Boys, Why Don’t You be Good?’’ 
a column letter inreply to an editorial 
that appeared in the Manson (Iowa) Demo- 
crat, Sept. rr. The New York Journal re- 
jected her reply to tbe pious editorial of 
Aug. rr, commented on in a recent Truth 
Seeker, and Mrs. Closz forwarded the copy 
to the Progressive Thinker (Chicago). 

Sept. 6, Mrs. Closz commends, in a letter 
to the Rev. R. A. White, pastor of a Uni- 
versalist church in Chicago, hissuggestion 
that the pews present their criticism of the 
pulpit in writing to be read at the next 
meeting. I would suggest that some of our 
Chicago Press-Writers secure a pew and 
report results. 

M. E. Morris of Seattle, Wash., under 
the date of Sept. 10 writes: ‘‘ After some 
time I pick up the most powerful Free- 
thought journal in America, The Truth 
Seeker, and in it find a new departure. I 
allude to the Press-Writers’ movement. 
Such steps are certainly wise, and much 
good will undoubtedly be the result if car- 
ried out systematically by ardent admirers 
of liberty in its truest sense. For my part, 
I want to be one of you who dare to inves- 
tigate the great problem or problems which 
confront society to-day from the standpoint 
of honest people.” 

I. N. Corr of Pueblo, Col., September 
16, writes: ‘‘ Dear Brother-Liberal: I in- 
close $2 for the aid of the Press-Writers. I 
believe you are doing very effective work. 
My time being most all taken up, I can 
only aid you at present by a money con- 
tribution.” 

Thanks, brother! Your kindness gives 
us a real printing-fund of $2.32 after all 
bills and charges for circulars 3170 and 

.3300 are paid. 

The Philadelphia Bulletin of Sept. 14 
prints a good letter from Miss Mabel Gif- 
ford on ‘‘ Two Kinds of Anarchists.’’ J. C. 
Bell presentssomethought-provoking ‘‘Sup- 
positions;’’ J. M. Gilbert takes a hand in the 
‘Thief on the Cross’’ discussion, and John 
J. Fleming gives “A Remedy for Social 
Ills.” September 16, there a letter entitled 
“Sympathy.” Sept. 17, J. C. Bell writes 
on ‘‘Belief and Reason.” Sept. 18, Edward 
Stern pleads for ‘‘ Rational Discussion.’’ 
Sept. 21, John J. Fleming has a letter on 
“Idleness and Politics.” 

The Florence (Ala.) Herald, Sept. 7, 
prints a radical letter from Guy Simmons 
of Rogerville, Ala. 

In the Record-Herald (Chicago, I11.). 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


6S y 99 The Leading Expo- 
MIN L., nent of the New 


Thought Movement. 


Not only a ‘‘seeke.” 
but an expounder of 
ascertained Truth: 
ED!TED BY 
JOHN EMERY McLEAN and CHARLES BRODIE PATTERSON, 


This is the wor'd’s largest and most important review of Liberal and Advanced Thought. It 
has just enteredits fiith successful year, and has in preparation ieatures that will render it more 
attractive than ever. Of immediate interest is the beginning, with t.e October number, of a series 
of portraits, with biographic sketches of leading contributors. 

Each issue is an epitome of the latest and best information obtainable concerning the subjects 
upon which MIND is quoted as authority—its special field being Progress and Research in 


Science.........0.5 Philosophy.......... Religion 
Psychology........ Metaphysics........ Occultism 
MIND is the acknowledged leader in the literary world, of the great Mentel Science Movement 
that is characteristic of our times, and should be in the hands of every thinker, 
80 pages monthly, large magazine size 
$2.00 a year. ...eeeeaee 20 cents a copy. 


MIND is for sale on all news-stands, or may be obta'ned direct from the publishers, 
THE ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO., 569 Fifth Avenue. New York, N. Y. 


Price Cut in “wo. 
A $4.00 Book For $2. 


Supernatural Religion. 


An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation. 


We have in stock a limited edition of this great work, which we are 
anxions to dispose of, and to do so will cut the price as above stated. This 
book is published in London at $15 00, but our American edition has always 
sold for $4.00. The work was published auonymonsly, bnt the anthor is 
now known to be Mr. Cassels, a nephew of the great Dr. Pusey, and one of 
the deepest scholars of England. Probably no work ever printed in Eng- 
land excited greater interest than this. The great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is 
the anthor?” It is most damaging to the claims of Christianity, and its po- 
sitions and statements have never been refuted by the clergy. It is very 
scholarly, and enters into the examination of the original Greek in detail 
and with great exactness. It exhausts the subject of Miracles, the Synoptic 
Gospels, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, the Resurrection and 
the Ascension, and contains full replies to the anthor's critics. 

The London Times in speaking of this great work uses this language : 
“No book published in the world, at any time or in any age, has had the in- 
fluence and effect on the thinking part of the community as this work. It 
has done more to open the eyes of the ignorant and crednlons, and sweep- 
away the dogmas and cobwebs of superstition, than any other book.” 

The three volumes of the London edition (which sells for $15) are ac 
cnrately reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 pages, and the index is 
full and complete. While onr edition lasts we shall sell it for $2 to the 
readers of The Truth Seeker. Send in your orders early. 


THE TRUTA SEEKER CO0., 23 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Dynamic Theory_——— 


2 Of,Life and Mind 


An attezapt to show that all Organic Beings are both Constructed and 
Operated by the Dynamic Agencies of their respective Environments 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER____.—_-—~ 


OVER 400 ILLUSTRATIONS, 87 Chapters, 1,067 Pages, and a 3-column 
index of lI pages. Price, Express Prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


wit 


This book is the most complete explanation of the processes of Evolution that has been printed. It 
is a handbook of the theory of Evolution, and is the condensed yet plain and explicit information to be 
found in a whole library. A good title for it would be “EVOLUTION EXPLAINED.” It is a demonstra- 
tion of the origin and development of the animal kingdom, including man, and that organisms in- 
stead of being hand-made and purposive (as theologians. contend) are machine-made machines, oper- 
ated by forces outside of themselyes (which overturns the Christian dogma of “ freewill”), and that 


mind js not a person or thingat all, but a form of physical energy. ; mat : 

It shows the relationship existing between man and the rest of animated creation in detail, prov. 
ingthe common origin and blood relationshi It shows what the geologists have discovered, and 
theages in which the different species have flourished, It explains the natural selection of species, 
their sexual and artificial selection, and the processes of differentiation. It shcws the effect of temper- 
ature and other modifying agencies. It explains the origin of sex, the action of the organs of our 
bodieswhich produce the senses, showing where the race gets its ‘‘ conscience” and moral sense, what 
“the Will” is, and it answers according to the latest discoveries of science a hundred other equally 
important questions. It isa summary of the knowledge of the world upon the subject of the develop- 
ment of theearth and race. ea e 

It is a book for the Liberal student, lecturer, and debater. It gives technical information in an 
untechnical and easily understood manner. It is direct, simple, explicit. Every Freethinker should 
have it, should read it, should study it, and explain to the minister how foolish the little scheme of 


creation and “salvation” is, 


The price of this splendid work is $2.75. But we will send it with The Truth 
Seeker a year at a large discount—both ordered together, $4.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


‘Eighty Years and More’ 


BEING THE REMINISCENCES OF 
---ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.--= 


32mo. 475 PP., complete in one volume, cloth bound, with eleven portraits. 


Price, $2. Address” THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ee 28 Lafayette Flace, New York City., 
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Sept. 22, J. C. Bell has an article under the 
caption of ‘‘ Picks Flaws ia Christianity, 
Coatrasting Questions Offered anent Sci- 
ence and Bible Belief,’’ a very unique way 
of putting it. 

In the Democratic Ledger (Havre de 
Grace, Md.), Sept. 21, Francis B. Livesey 
answers three clergymen. His article is 
entitled ‘‘Easy Divorce Preferable.’’ 

The Richmond (Va.) Times, Sept. 21, 
reprints Mr. Livesey’s article frem the Bal- 
timore Sun of Sept. 18. Another article by 
Mr. Livesey, on ‘‘ Talmage and Christian- 
ity,” appears in the Star- Democrat (Easton, 
Ma.), Sept. 21. . 

In the Centreville (Md.) Record, Sept. 
21 Dr. Thomas Morgan has a fine article 
on “ Anti-vaccination.”’ 

In the Boston Traveler, Sept. 20, A. A. 
Orcutt corrects a typographical error ina 
former letter. Sept. 21, D. Webster Groh 
auswers ‘‘ Prophet ” Willard on ‘‘Sunday 
Ball Playing,” and J. C. Bell has a good 
one on ‘‘ The Boer War.’’ Sept. 23, J. C. 
Ball asks several pointed questions under 
the caption of ‘Why?’ Sept. 25, J. M. 
Gilbert answers ‘‘ Truth’’ on ‘‘ Infidels ;” 
G. L. Gullickson has a good one on ‘The 
Religion of Humanity.’’ “Sept. 26, J. M. 
Byler presents some ‘‘ Questions for H. G. 
Winsor;’’ B. T. Quaintance writes on ''De- 
mocracy,” a plea for Direct Legislation ; 
Walter Breen compares ‘‘ Agnosticism and 
Christianity;’? and Aurin F. Hill treats of 
the ‘‘Sewage Disposal’’ problem in cur 
large cities. 

Word comes from the editor of the Spokes- 
man-Review (Spokare. Wash.) that several 
of the Press-Writers would appear on Sun- 
day, Sept 22, but the paper has not reached 
me yet. 

NEW MEMBERS. 


Jf Corr, I. N.. 820 Centre st., Pueblo, Colo. 


c C'arke, J. M , Batavia. Iowa. 
b Kidder, M Grier, 250 Scott street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 
c Phelps Mrs. Hortense Malcolm, Lilly 
Dale, N. Y. 
CORRECTIONS. 


ó Hutcheson. W. J., 326 W. 25th st., New 
York. N Y. 
4 Quaintance, B. T., Mills City, O. 


A. C. ARMSTRONG, 
17 Leroy street, Dorchester, Mass., Sep- 
tember 26. 


A TARGET. 


Press-Writer M. A. Dailey of' Nobles- 
ville, Ind., has written to the Journal, In- 
dianapolis, Ind., a reply to the following 
editorial article frem its issue of Sept. 15, 
and asks all other Press-Writers to do the 
same. 

THE SURE REMEDY FOR ANARCHISM. 


One of the distinctive features of the An- 
archist is that he is an Atheist. He denies 
with contempt the existence of a supreme 
being; he sneers with brutal jest at the 
suggestion of moral responsibility based 
upon a belief in the righteousness of an 
overruling providence. ‘‘The fool hath 
said in his heart there is no God,” but the 
Anarchist rejects the existence of God with 
the venomous language that he applies to 
social order. He cries out in rage against 
the moral government of the world because 
the morality of divine revelation bas no 
placein his hideous creed. He is the vic- 
tim of a godless pessimism which involves 
the human race in hopeless gloom, and 
makes him a fiend delighting in deeds that 
would undermine social order and every 
human virtue or higher prompting which 
has raised the now Christian peoples from 
barbarism. His creed is: “Let us eat, 
drink, murder, and be merry, for to-morrow 
we die.’ ... 

The one sure remedy for Anarchism is 
the clearing light and elevating power of 
Christianity. No man who is under the 
influence of Christian civilization can be 
an Anarchist. To the human being who 
accepts as truth the elementary principles 
of the Sermon on the Mount. the idea of 
Anarchism is repulsive. Flood the dark 
places where Atheism and Anarchism 
gather with the light of divine revelation, 
and the twin monstrosities will scatter. 
Take the gospel of hope and the heJp of 
modern Christian charities into the repuls- 
ive spots in large cities where vice, crime, 
and lawlessness fester. and a new life will 
be inspired. The pervasive and uplifting 
influence of the teachings of Jesus Christ js 
the hope of the world.. And itis a cheer- 
ing assurance tbat while narrrow zealots 
bewail what they mistake as spreading 
Atheism, the influence of the central truths 
of Christianity was never more potential 
than at the present time.—Indianapolis 
Journal, Sept. 15. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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Note and Comment 


The Thomas G. Barker Defense Associ- 
ation is still unable to induce the Rev. Kel- 
ler’s friends to get action on themselves in 
the matter of investigating the charge of 
assault made by Mrs. Barker. ` 


For pouring water over his daughter, 
who wanted to be baptized and was too 
sick to be immersed, the Rev. Ira Estepp of 
Inez, Ky., bas been found guilty of violat- 
ing the laws of the Baptist church and his 
license has been revoked. Hereafter if Mr. 
Estepp continues in the business of shep- 
herding souls, he will save them dry. 


“Maa has a God-given right to work,” 
says Judge Baker of the Federal Court at 
Indianapolis, ‘‘ and no right-thinking man 
can object to a court issuing an order that 
will help people to enjoy this. right.” 


Would Judge Baker say that this holds | 


true if the day when a man desires to exer- 
cise his ‘‘ God-given ” right happens to be 
Sunday? 


A correspondent of the Amsterdam Han- 
delsblad has heard the British govern- 
ment’s hired clergymen in the act of earn- 
ing their salaries, and tells what he thinks 
of them: ‘‘ For inane, insipid, vapid, and 
invertebrate sermons, commend me to the 
Episcopalian clergy of England. Their 
halting weakness is impossible to describe, 
and, in my experience, unrivaled.” 


While the Lord wasin his holy temple, to 
wit, St. Peter’s Roman Catholic church, 
Reading Pa., on Sunday last, a partition 
fell on the congregation and a dozen people 
were hurt. In the same city, the Lord 
being present as aforesaid, Abraham 
Schenck, of the United Brethren persua- 
sion, dropped dead as he responded 
“Amen” to the closing words of a sermon. 


Mr. Seth Low, fusion candidate for 
mayor of New York, and a likely winner, 
promises in his letter of acceptance a more 
liberal construction of the law relating to 
the sale of liquor on Sunday. He says 
nothing about the much more important 
matter of relieving the victims of Sunday 
legislation who are not allowed to follow a 
legitimate business on the first day of the 
week. ` . 


Leopoldo Batres, a scientist representing 
the government of Mexico, has just visited 
the cliff dwellers’ ruins of the Mancos 
canon in Colorado. Senor Batres has fully 
satisfied himself that the inhabitants of 
cliffs were of Asiatic origin, as he found 
many baskets and other trinkets of Asiatic 
and Japanese form. He thinks the mound 
builders and cliff dwellers were two dis- 
tinct races. 


The Greek priest leads about as strenu- 
ous a life as the Polish Catholic priest, who 
usually goes from one parish to another 
because the first has become too hot to hold 
him. Father Dorotheos Bacliaros, pastor 
of a Greek church in Chicago, was mobbed 
the other day by twenty-five of his coun- 
trymen, who made a vicious attack on his 
life, and he was preserved only by the ar- 
rival of a detail of police. 


The colored Christian is as devious in his 
ways as his white brother in Christ. An 
African Methodist congregationin an Ohio 
town secured the city hall to hold the dedi- 
cation services of their ‘‘new’’ church, and 
by advertising that Booker T. Washington, 
the well-known educator, would bepresent 
and address the meeting, managed to sella 
fairly large number of tickets of admission. 
But Booker T. Washington was not there, 
and itis said by neighbors that he was not 
expected ; neither did the colored congre- 
gation have a new church to dedicate; they 

‘had only been shingling the old one. 


Whether or not marriageis a success, it 
proved disastrous to the Rev. E. Bruce 
Price of the Bethany Baptist church, Cam- 
den, N. J., for the young minister was so 
infatuated with his bride that he neglected 
all the other women of his parish, and the 
irate ladies forced him to resign. Previous 
to his marriage, it is said, he was active, 
energetic, and magnetic, but lost all these 
gifts during his protracted honeymoon. 


The National Tube Company of McKees- 
port, Pa., has given the ministers some- 
thing to talk about by announcing that its 
mills will be ran on Sundays. The com- 
pany has a press of orders, and the men are 
willing to work; but there is on the statute 
books of Pennsylvania a “blue law” en- 
acted in 1774 which provides a fine and 
costs as a penalty for worldly employment 
on the Sabbath. and the ministers threaten 
to appeal to this law. 


At Olympia, Wash., last week, the Puget 
Sound Methodist Conference adopted reso- 
lutions condemning the so-called ‘‘ Higher 
Criticism,” and denouncing the Garrett 
Biblical Institute and Boston Theological 
Seminary, which are held to be exponents 
of ideas in conflict with teachings of the 
Bible. Whenthe Puget Sound Methodist 
makes known his displeasure at their pro- 
ceedings, it is well for the Higher Critics to 
pause and ascertain whither they are drift- 
ing. i 

There is reported to be much excitement 
in Dover, Okla., over the egging of the 
Methodist pastor of that parish. The per- 
sons who committed the assault on the 
preacher and his wife assembled at the 
parsonage with a quantity of eggs, opened 
the door, and hurled them in. Severaleggs 
struck the minister, and one struck his 
wife, and she fainted. The cause of the 
egging is said to be a chugch trouble. The 
sufferer from religious emotions thus exhal- 
ing themselves in bad eggs is the Rev. Mr. 
Sydman. ` 


Mrs. Ford, a believer in faith cure, died 
in White Plains, N. Y., last week without 
medical attendance. The doctor who made 
a post-mortem examination reports: ‘‘I 
believe that death was the result of misdi- 
rected attentions and neglect of the or- 
dinary common-sense methods of relief for 
the diseased condition under which the 
woman had labored for the past eighteen 
months.’’ Mrs. Ford resided in the home 
of J. Luther Pierson, who was some months 
ago convicted for allowing his child to die 
under similar conditions of neglect. 


“ Upon thorough investigation I am sat- 
isfied that the statements which I made on 
Sunday night last regarding the dinner 
party held the Saturday night preceding 
were contrary to facts, and I hereby retract 
them with full apology to all injured par- 
ties.” Thus does the Rev. John M. Rich of 
Hackensack, N. J., withdraw his remarks 
about persons whom he had denounced 
from his pulpit as ‘‘a drunken mob,” 
“desecrators of the Sabbath,’’ and ‘‘a 
disgrace to the town.’’ The persons so 
characterized happened tobe alive and able 
to demand an apology or make the dominie 
stand for serious consequences. 


There are well-founded reports of exces- 
sive marriage charges on the part of Cath- 
olic priests in the interior of Mexico, where 
young men are ‘‘sized up” to see what they 
willstand. In some cases, says the Mex. 
ican Herald, sensible grooms have refused 
to pay from $800 to $1,500, and have gone 
to the United States, where priests were 
happy to perform the religious ceremony 
for $25 gold, or say, $52 silver. The civil 
marriage, which alonelegitimatizeschildren 
and provides for the due and orderly inher- 
itance of property in Mexico, is always in 
order, and many people are contenting 


Magistrate Cornell. 


themselves with what the law says is suffi- 
cient. 


In trying a case of fatal negligence under 
Christian Science in Toronto the crown at- 
torney, after declaring that ‘‘ this ‘Chris- 
tian Science,’ as set out in Mrs. Eddy’s 
book, is the most damnable blasphemy I 
ever heard or read,’’ proceeded to justify 
his characterization by reading some speci- 
men passages from ‘‘ Science and Health.” 


He had not proceeded far when the magis- | 


trate on the bench broke in with, “ Is that 
woman still at large?’ ‘‘Yes,’’ replied the 
crown attorney, ‘‘and she got this mes- 
sage from God copyrighted.” Thereupon 
the magistrate remarked, ‘‘Oh!’’ and ad- 
ded, ‘‘That shows she is sane enough in 
one respect.” The preliminary inquiry 
ended with a commitment of the dead 
boy’s father for trial. 


The Rev. Mr. Swallow of Pennsylvania, 
who polled a large number of votes on the 
Prohibition ticket a few years ago, as can- 
didate for state treasurer, is thus charac- 
terized by a resolution adopted at a recent 
meeting in Harrisburg: ‘‘ Resolved, That 
Silas C. Swallow, editor of the so-called 
Pennsylvania Methodist, “deserves to be 
pilloried as an enemy to these United 
States of America, and that his name 
should only be mentioned with those of 
Judas and Cain, Benedict Arnold, Wilkes 
Booth, Guiteau,. Czolgosz, and the other 
traitors, assassins, liars, and vile traducers 
of character who have blackened the pages 
of the world’s history.” The uncomplimen- 
tary resolution is supposed to have been 
written by another minister, the Rev. C. V. 
Hartzell. 


The Social Alliance of Boston has ad- 
dressed to Governor Odell of New York a 
petition beginning as follows: ‘‘We hereby 
respectfully submit for your consideration 
reasons for commuting the sentence of 
death passed on Leon Czolgosz to one of 
life imprisonment. The motive of the peti- 
tion is no sentimental sympathy with the 
condemned man, much less the upholding 
of any form of Anarchism of which he is 
said to be a disciple; but the belief that the 
ends of justice, the vindication of the law, 
and the higher interests of civilization will 
be better served by this change in the form 
of the penalty.” The petition of course 
will not be granted, but its sentiments are 
no discredit to the petitioners. There isa 
spirit rife among professed Christians 
which demands that the culprit be con- 
demned to hours of agony before he is 
granted the relief of death. 


Anthony Comstock made the mistake of 
thinking that he was the whole court, the 
other day, and got himself sat upon by 
Comstock telephoned 
to the West Side police court at half-past 
three that he had caught a man in the at- 
tempt to destroy the social fabric by run. 
ning a nickel-in-the-slot machine, and he 
wanted the court kept open till he got 
there. ‘‘This court willclose promptly at 
4 o'clock,” said Magistrate Cornell. Com- 
stock rushed into the court-room at 3:47 
o’clock. He had aman named Halleran 
with. him as prisoner. Magistrate Cornell 
disposed of the case very quickly by ad- 
journing the hearing until the next morn- 
ing. Comstock turned to the prisoner and 
sald: ‘‘ Have you yourbondsman with you? 
If you have not you cannot get out to- 
night. Be' sure to have him here to-mor- 
row.” “ I am running this court, Mr. Com- 
stock,’’ said Magistrate Cornell. ‘' No as- 
sistance is required. The prisoner does not 
need his bondsman to-night, for he is not 
under bail. He is paroled until to-mor- 
row.” Comstock stroked his whiskers and 
doubtless swore some under his breath as 
Halleran walked out of the court. 


News of the Week. 


A race war in Harrison county, Texas, 
is reported to have led to the lynching of 
five negroes and the killing of a white 
man. 


The German mission at Piangthong, 
northeast of Kwangtung, China, has been 
attacked and burned by natives. The mis 
sionaries escaped. 


Tammany has nominated Edward M. 
Shepard of Brooklyn as candidate for 
mayor of Greater New York. Mr. Shepard 
is a respectable citizen. 


Mayor Harrison of Chicago has forbid- 
den Emma Goldman to speak in public 
during her stay in Chicago. Emma de- 
clares that she will speak in private. 


An ordinance passed by the city council 
of Grinnell, Ia., makes it unlawful for two 
or more p2rsons to congregate within the 
city limits for the purpose of drinking beer. 


` Two negro lads suspected of a murder 
were lynched by a mobin Shelbyville, Ky., 
Oct. 1. Onthe same date a man charged 
with assault was lynched in Helena, Mont. 


Jacob Rehm, an inmate of the veteran 
soldiers’ home at Dayton, O., spoke ill of 
McKinley and was dishonorably dis- 
charged from the home. Then he hanged 
himself. i 


The strike in San Francisco, inaugurated 
to force the Drayman’s Association of em- 
ployers to hire only union teamsters, has 
been settled. The men go back to work 
without having gained their demand. 


The widow Smith of Mill Creek, S. C., 
refused to marry Albert N. Terry. Both 
worship inthe same church, and the next 
time they metin meeting there he shot her 
through the back and then killed himself. 


The Paris correspondent of the London 
Times says only a little more than half the 
16,468 religious establishments in France 
have submitted to the new Law of Associa- 
tions. Six hundred nuns have gone to 
Spain. 

The destruction of the German Lu- 
theran church at Accident, Md., by 
lightning is by some of its members called 
a judgment of the Lord, because the build- 
ing was struck whilediscord reigned in the 
congregation. 


The Socialist labor party of Hudson 
county, in New Jersey, has nominated 
candidates, but conducts its campaign un- 
der difficulties. The authorities think that 
Socialists are the same thing as Anarchists, 
and will not allow the orators to speak on 
the streets. 

The Columbia saved the cup by winning 
three straight from Shamrock II. In the 
three races there was barely a total of five 
minutes difference in the time of the yachts, 
although they sailed an aggregate of up- 
wards of one hundred miles. Sir Thomas 
Lipton says his disappointment at not lift- 
ing the cup is less than would have been 
his joy had he won it. A Scotch syndicate 
promises to challenge next year, which is 
serious, the Scotch being a people of much 
pertinosity. 

Anarchist Johann Most is free again, 
there being no evidence on which to hold 
him. Free Society, the Anarchist paper of 
Chicago, the publishers of which were held 
temporarily on suspicion of complicity in 
thecrime of Czolgosz,has resumed publica- 
tion, although it is said to have been de- 
nied mail privileges. Joseph S. Cada, the 
publisher of the anarchistic weekly called 
New Century, also of Chicago, was ar- 
rested Oct. ı on a warrant charging him 
with using the United States mails for im- 
proper purposes. 
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ARETHE BLUE LAWS MYTHICAL 


THE RECORDS OF THE COLONIES 
SAY THEY ARE NOT. 


Men in Large Nnmbers Fined for Walking or Riding 
Unnecessarily on Sunday, and for “ Riding Vio- 
lently to and from Meeting?’—* Publiqnely”? Kiss- 
ing Your Wife Condemned as Lewd and Unseemly 
Behavior—President Washington Detained by a 
Tything-man While Traveling in Connecticut. 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I inclose you a clipping from the Pittsburg Dispatch. 
I have supposed from my former readings of The Cruth 
Seeker that those Blue Laws were a fact. If you take any 
notice of this I would like very much to have the article. 
Of course. as long as I stay herein Canada, I cannot take 
The Truth Seeker. Very truly yours, 


Vancouver, B. C. NELSON SMITH. 


From the Pittsburg Dispatch. 

Critics of recent Sunday regulations established 
by Recorder A. M. Brown have been assiduously 
talking of the ‘‘blue laws.” In saying that the 
recorder is reviving the ‘“‘blue laws” they 
ascribe to him the impossible feat of reviving 
something that never existed. It is not generally 
known, perhaps, that New England or any of the 
original colonies in their periods of the greatest 
severity néver had such a code as the blue laws. 
The “blue laws” constituted a book that was 
written by one Rev. Samuel A. Peters in England 
after his obnoxious Toryism had resulted in his 
being compelled to flee from America. , His book 
was written in a spirit of revenge and satire. 

Rev. S. A. Peters was educated at Yale College, 
but became an obstinate Tory. Iu 1774 he be- 
came so obnoxious to the Sons of Liberty that he 
was threatened with tar and feathers and fled first 
to Boston and afterwards to England, where he 
stayed until 1805. He was indignant at the colony 

‘he formerly inhabited and in revengeful spirit 
ridiculed their laws by deliberately falsifying 
them and having the book printed. Trumbull 
calls them. the ‘‘ forgeries” of Rev. Samuel Peters. 
Even an authority that defends Peters savs of his 
45 laws, “ Some came unchanged from New Eng- 
land, a few were exaggerated, and the rest were 
absolutely spurious.” 

At times New Englanders were a bit extreme 
in their capital crimes, but for every one of them 
they have scriptural authority incorporated in the 
code, Deuteronomy and Exodus being drawn 
upon principally. Death was meted to any man 
who worshiped any God not the Lord God. Again 
it reads: ‘‘If any man or woman be a witch he or 
she must be puttodeath.” Blasphemy was pun- 
ishable bv death in New England. But one seeks 
in vain in the New England code the absurdities 
now talked about as “blue laws.” They came 


from Peters. ? 


IN REPLY, 


We will give the facts in this matter and allow 
our correspondent to judge for himself whether 
the Pittsburg Dispatch is speaking the wholetruth 
when it denies the blue laws. 

The Blue Laws of Connecticut* is a title given 
the legislation of that Commonwealth by the Rev. 
Samuel Paters, who parodied its laws ina volume 
published many years ago, and so cleverly was 
the parody worded that even now but few know 
whether the laws he quoted were or were not 
actual legislation by the lawmakers of Connecti- 
cut. They were not, but, while they were not, 
the bona fide laws were every whit as blue as 
those he alleged to have been in existence. One of 
the laws best known as a Connecticnt Blue Law 
is a prohibition of mothers from kissing their 
children of Sunday, or on that day erroneously 
called by the Puritans the Sabbath. While there 
never was such a statute In Connecticut, there 
were laws similarly tyrannical, for it is on record 
that men were fined for kissing their wives pub- 
licly on that day. Alice Morse Earl,in her in- 
teresting volume, “The Sabbath in Puritan New 
England,” writes of the Blue Laws: 

“Though these laws were worded by Dr. 
Peters, and though we aredisgusted to hear them 
so often quoted as historical facts, still we must ac- 
kuowledge that though in detail not correct they 
are in spirit true records of the Puritan laws 
which were enacted to enforce the strict and dec- 


* The Truth Seeker publishes a pamplet . entitled 
“The Blue Laws of Connecticut,” wherein the laws are 
quoted and pictures given showing how they were en- 
forced. Price, 25 cents. z + 


orous observance of the Sabbath, and which were 
valid not only in Connecticut and Massachusetts, 
but in other New England states. Even a care- 
less glance at the historical record of any old 
town or church will give plenty of details to prove 
this.” 

The laws we here quote justify this assertion, 
and the records of the courts prove it beyond 
question. These courts had wide latitude in pun- 
ishing offenses against religion and Puritan mor- 
ality, and written statutes were not necessary in 
order to fine, whip, and imprison those who devi- 
ated from the Puritan standard of conduct.. The 
actual statutes of Connecticut were as blue as 
anything the Rev. Samuel Peters could imagine, 
and it is only that the people were unacquainted 
with these laws that they were aroused when Mr. 
Peters parodied them. There was then awakened 
in the minds of his readers undisguised contempt 
for the people who could enact them, and much 
indignation and condemnation has been wasted 
upon a set of laws which never existed, while 
most tyrannical statutes which were real have 
gone unnoticed and their sponsors uncondemned. 

When the Rev. Mr. Peters wrote his volume he 
was:in England, and he probably wrote from 
memory, with no copy of the Connecticut Code 
by him. Asa New England clergyman he knew 
what the practice was as to Sabbath observance, 
and the practice reflected the laws, or the laws the 
practice, as oue pleases, And the practice was 
“blue ” indeed, as were the punishments for Sab- 
bath breaking. 

The rules against housework, kissing, and 
riding, which the Post-Dispatch quotes, had all 
the effect of legal enactments. As to the first, the 
Puritans from sunset on Saturday until Sunday 
night, would not shave, have rooms swept, nor 
beds made, nor food prepared, nor cooking uten- 
sils and table-ware washed. Menin large num- 

“bers were fined for walking and riding unneces- 
sarily on Sunday, and for riding ‘‘ violently to 
and from meeting.” That is why Mr. Peters put 
the word “ reverently” in his alleged statute. As 
late as 1831, a lady journeying to her father’s 
house in Lebanon, Conn., was fined for unneces- 
sary traveling on the Sabbath. And Captain 
Kemble of Boston, in 1656, was kept for two 
hours in the public stocks for his lewd and un- 
seemly behavior in “ publiquely ” kissing his wife 
on Sunday. His wife met him upon the doorstep 
when he returned from a three years’ voyage, and 
they scandalized the neighbors with the warmth 
of their greeting. In 1670 two lovers of New 
London, Conn., were accused and tried for “‘ sit- 
ting together on the Lord’s day under an apple 
tree in Goodman Chapman’s orchard.” 

The tithing-man could arrest any who walked 
or rode too fast a pace to and from meeting, and 
he could arrest any who ‘“‘walked or rode un- 
necessarily on the Sabbath.” Great and small 
alike were under his control, as this notice from 
the ‘‘Columbian Centinel” of December, 1789, 
abundantly proves. It is entitled “ The President 
and the Tithing man.” 

“The President [George Washington], on his 
return to New York from his late tour through 
Connecticut, having missed his way on Saturday, 
was obliged to ride a few miles on Sunday morn- 
ing in order to gain the town at which be had 
proposed to have attended divine service. Before 
he arrived, however, he was met by a tithing man, 
who, commanding him to stop, demanded the oc- 
casion of his riding; and it was not until the 
President had informed him of every circumstance 
and promised to go no further than the town in- 
tended that the tithing-man would permit him to 
proceed on his journey.” 

The following is a list of the Sabbath Day 
offenses taken cognizance of by the authorities, 
and the punishment meted out. It is compiled 
from “ The Sibbath in Puritan New England,” 
taken from church and court records. 
necessary for the state legislature to make laws of 
the “blue” variety for these minor offenses. The 

. town governments, which were one with church 
governments, looked after the people with care. 
In those days each person knew his neighbor's 
business thoroughly. The ministers ruled with 
severity, the “tythingmen” and constables were 
their willing servants, and the courts punished 
Sabbath-breaking and offenses against religion as 
a parent would deal with erring children for 
breaches of conduct. It was a very paternal gov- 
ernment, as a stern parent wielding the rod, with 
no intention of spoiling the child by sparing it. 

In New London, in the latter part of the seven- 
teenth century, a man was fined for catching eels 
on Sunday; another was “fined twenty shillings 
for sailing a boat on the Lord’s Day.” . 


It was not ` 


In Plymouth a man was “ sharply whipped ” 
for shooting fowl on Sunday; another was fined 
for carrying a grist of corn home on ‘the Lord’s 
Day, and the miller who allowed him to take it 
was also fined. Elizabeth Eddy of the same town 


was fined, in 1652, ‘‘ten shillings for wringing and 


hanging out clothes.” A Plymouth man, for at- 
tending to his tar-pits on the Sabbath, was set in 
the stocks. James Watt, in 1658, was publicly 
reproved ‘‘ for writing a note about common busi- 
ness on the Lord’s Day, at least in the evening 
somewhat too soon.” A Plymouth man who drove 
a yoke of oxen was “‘ presented ” beforethe court, 
as was also another offender who drove some cows 
a short distance ‘‘ without need ” on the Sabbath. 
In Newbury, in 1646, Aquila Chase and his wife 
were fined for gathering peas from their own 
garden on the Sabbath. In Wareham, in 1772, 
William Estes acknowledged himself “ guilty of 
racking hay on the Lord’s Day ” and was fined ten 
shillings; and in 1774 another Wareham citizen, 
for a breach of the Sabbath in “puling apples,” 
was fined five shillings. A Dunstable soldier, for 
“ wetting a piece of an old hat to put in his shoe” 
to protect his foot, was fined and paid forty shil- 
lings. 


A Maine man who was rebuked and fined for 


“unseemly walking’ on the Lord’s Day pro- 


tested that he ran to save a man from drowning. 
The court made him pay his fine. In 1720 Samuel 
Sabin complained of himself before a justice in 
Norwich that he visited on Sabbath night some 
relative at a neighbor’s house. In 1659 Sam 
Clarke, for “hankering about on men’s gates on 
Sabbath evening to draw company out to him,” 
was reproved and warned not to ‘‘ harden his 
neck ” and be “ wholly destroyed.” 

As late as 1774 the “ First Church ” of Roxbury 
(Mass.) fined its members for non-attendance. In 
1651 Thomas Scott was ‘‘fyned” ten shillings 
unless he ‘‘ have learned Mr. Norton’s Chatachise 
by the next Court.” In 1760 the legislature of 
Massachusetts passed the law that ‘‘any person 
able of Body who shall absent themselves from 
publick worship of God on the Lord’s Day 
shall pay ten shillings fine.” By the Connecticut 
code the fine was the same, and the law was not 
suspended till 1770. By the New Haven code five 
shillings was the fine for non-attendance at church, 
and the offender was often punished otherwise as 
well. Sometimes, however, the court increased 
the fine, as Captain Dennison, one of New Haven’s 
most popular and respected citizens, pald fifteen 
shillings forabsence from church. William Blag- 
den, who lived in New Haven in 1647, was 
“brought up” for absence from meeting. He 
pleaded that he bad fallen into the water late on 
Saturday, could light no fire on Sundav to dry his 
clothes, and so had Jain jn bed to keep warm 
while his only sult was drying. He was con- 
victed of “ sloathefulness ” for this, and sentenced 
to be ‘‘ publicquely whipped.” 

The treatment of the Quakers under the Blue 
Laws is thus described bv the author of “ The 
Sabbath in Puritan New England ”: ‘Of course, 
the Quakers contributed liberally to the support 
of the court, and were fined in great numbers for 
refusing to attend the church which they hated, 
and which also warmly abborred them; and they 
were zealoustv set in the stocks, and whipped and 
caged and pillorled as well— whipped ifthey came 
and expressed any dissatisfaction, and whipped if 
thev staved awav.” 

The Puritans included Saturday evening in their 
holy day, finding scriptural support for their con- 
duct in the words, “ The evening and the morning 
were the first day.” In the first Colonial- years 
Governor Endicott received these instructions 


.from the New England Plantation Company: 


« And to the end that the Saheth may he cele- 
brated in a religious manner wee appoint that all 
may surcease their labor every Satterday through- 
out the yeare at three of the clock in the after- 
noone. and that they spend the rest of the day jn 
chatechizing and preparaceon for the Saheth as 
the ministers shall direct.” Archibald Hender- 
sop, the master of a vessel which entered the port 
of Boston, complained to the Council for Foreign 
Plantations when he returned to London, that 
while he was in Boston, being ignorant of the 
laws, and having walked halfan hour after sunset 
on Saturdav night, as punishment for this unin- 
tentional offense.a constable entered bis lodgings, 
selzed him by the hair of his head, and dragged 
him to prison. ; 

Some of the regulations which Mr. Peters put 
into the form of a ‘‘ blue law ” were those agajnst 
the use of the “ Creature called Tobacko.” Jn the 


very earliest days of the colony means had been 


taken to prevent the planting of the pernicious 
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weed except in very small quantities ‘‘ for meere 
necessitie, for phisick, for preseruaceon of health, 
and that the same be taken privatly by auncient 
men.” In Connecticut a man could by permission 
of the law smoke once if he went on a jonrney of 
ten miles, but never more than once a day, and 
never in another mran’s house. The use of 
tobacco was absolutely forbidden under any cir- 
cumstances on the Sabbath within two miles of 
the meeting-house. Violators of this rule were 
fined ten shillings, and in Portsmouth were set 
as jallbirds in the cage. 

Criticising or disparaging ministers also consti- 
tuted an offense punishable under the “blue 
laws.” In Sandwich a man was publicly whipped 

_ for speaking deridingly of God’s words and ordi- 
nances as taught by the minister of the town. 
Mistress Oliver was forced to stand in public with 
a cleft stick on her tongue for “reproaching the 
elders.” A New Haven man was severely whipped 
for declaring that he hadreceived no benefit from 
the minister’s sermon. In 1444 William Howes 
and his son were fined fifty shillings ‘‘ apeece for 
deriding such as sing in the congregation, tearm- 
ing them fooles.” In 1631 Philip Ratcliffe, for 
“ speaking against the churches,” had his ears 
cut off, was whipped and banished. 


Of course, blasphemy was punished, and it did 


not require that the objectionable expressions 
should be directed against the deity to insure 
rapid punishment for the blasphemer. One man 
in Hartford, for his ‘‘filthy and profane expres- 
sions,” namely, ‘‘that hee hoped to meet some of 
the members of the Church in Hell before long, 
and he did not question but hee should,” was 
“committed. to prison, there to be kept in safe 
custody till the sermon, and then to stand the 
time thereof in the pillory, and after sermon to be 
severely whipped.” Twa women of Wells were 
piulshed in 1669 ‘‘for using profane speeches in 
their common talk; asin making answer to several 
qitestions thelr answer is, The Devil a bit.” In 
1640, in Spriugfizld, Goody Gregory, being pro- 
voked, abused her annoyer, and said, “ Before 
God I coulde breake thy heade!” She was fined 
and set in the stocks. 

For some offenses, such as “‘ speaking deridingly 
of the minister’s powers,” as was done in Ply- 
mouth; ‘‘ casting uncharitable reflections on the 
minister,” as did an Andover man, and also for 
absenting one’s self from church services; for 
“sloathfulness,” for “walking profanely,” for 
spoiling hides when tanning aud refusing ex- 
planation thereof; for being ‘‘ given too much to 
Jearines,”’ for ‘‘Slanndering,”’ for being a “Make. 
bavte,” for “ronging naibors,” for “being too 
Prouis,” for “s1saitiors of stealing pinnes,” for 
“nurlshouse Sq terilouse Olyouse wordes,”’ and for 
“lveing,’’ church members were not only fined 
and punished, but were deprived of partaking of 
the sacrament, thus showing how completely the 
church dominated the government. 


Antiquity of Man. 


We have in Egypt an unbroken chain of historic 
record handed down from haud to hand from 5000 
Bc, and a chaln of actual objects made and 
handled, going back about two thousand years 
more, giving us a view of about 9 ooo years un- 
broken in human history. ; 

Vat w2 are far from the besitnuine. There are 
traces which still show that civilization must 
hive con: In fron anrther country—ut from 
where we have not the slightest idea — with cop- 
per and fine work in filnt and good pottery. 

In the earliest graves figures of a race of the 
bushman type were found, similar to those found 
both in France and Malta, proving that the race 
extendad ovar Africa and into Europe. These 
were fiyares of women captured from the earlier 
race. 

The climate uf Egypt was totally different from 
what itis to-day, and the rainfall fertilized what 
is now a desert,and atilmals of which all trace is 
now lost inhabited the country. 

Other lands might show an age of man more 
remote by p'ysical evidences, but nowhere can 
w> feel more plainly the certainty of the age of 
man than where 9,000 years of continuous re- 
muins does not bring us into the vast periods of 
those climatic and geological changes through 
which man has kept up the chain of life to the 
present day.—Prof. Flinders Petrie, Egyptologist. 


The sect to which I belong think it is better 
fora mau to go wrong in freedom than to go 
right in chains; and look upon the observance of 
inflexible justice between man and man as of far 
greater importance thau even the preservation of 
soclal order.—Thomas H. Huxley. 


fall. 


“THE ETERNAL CITY.” 


Hall Caine’s Romance,* which the Socialists Approve 
and the Catholic Church Does Not. 


The Truth Seeker has received from the pub- 


lishers a copy of this work. There is no denying. 


the author’s ability to write a readable story. 
About the value of the book, except as a time- 
killer, there is sure to be a difference of opinion 
among its readers. 

The gist of ‘‘The Eternal City,’ which has 
Rome for its scene, is briefly given. Through the 
efforts of a humanizing socialism and the surren- 
der of all temporal power by a pope, known as 
Pius X., the young king of Italy abdicates, and a 
republic drawing its creed fromthe Lord’s Prayer 
and the Ten Commandments is established on the 
principles of the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. $ 

The scene opens in London, where Prince Vol- 
onna, exiled for conspiring against the Italian 
government, lives under the name of Dr. Rosselli, 
with his English wife and little daughter, Roma. 
He rescues from starvation a boy named David 
Leone, whom the reader, after due suspense, 
learns is the son of Pope Pius X. David Leone 
becomes a disciple of Volonna. The latter is 
tricked into returning to Italy so that his estates 
may become the inberitance of his next of kin, 
Baron Bonelli, whom we discover as minister of 
interior and president of the council, and actual 
dictator of Italy. Volonna dies a prisoner in Elba. 
David Leone, condemned in contumacy, reappears, 
when the scene of the story shifts to Rome, asa 
deputy under the name of David Rossi. In the 
meantime the Baron has discovered Roma (the 
daughter of Volonna) in London and establishes 
her in Rome as his ward. His own wife is in an 
insane asylum and he looks upon Roma as his 
affianced. Their relations are not free from scan- 


dal, and Rossi alludes to them in a public speech. 


Both the Baron and Roma set out to ruin the 
deputy. Roma discovers the real identity of her 
slanderer at their first interview, just as he dis- 
covers hers. In future meetings Rossi tells 
Roma the real story of her father’s life and the 
part that the Baron played in causing his down- 
Roma then tries to obstruct the conspiracy 
against Rossi, for she loves him. The attach- 
ment is mutual. As complications thicken, Rossi 
is obliged to leave Rome. The Baron, taking 
occasion to remind Roma of his former relations 
with her, overwhelms the girl with remorse, and 
she vainly tries to impart the secret to Rossi. 
Through the machinations of the church and a 
violation of the secrecy of the confessional, she is 
induced to betray him as the convicted Leone. 
He is apprehended as he crosses the frontier, but 
escapes and rushes to her for an explanation. 
The Baron is there, and declares himself to be 
her natural husband. The two men fight and the 
Baron is killed. Roma assumes the responsibility 
for his death and is tried and convicted. Rossi 
seeks sanctuary in the Vatican. The troops sent 
to seize him become demoralized when the pope 
appears before them and relinquishes all temporal 
power, and in the general confusion the monarchy 
is overthrown. Roma, who has been rapidly fail- 
ing from a hereditary disease, dies in her prison. 

The end of the story is disappointing, for Rossi, 
its hero, had certainly won the gift of the presi- 
dency of the new republic, and should have ac- 
cepted it when offered him, instead of shirking 
the responsibility of office and running away. 
Moreover Rossi showed himself a recreant when 
he repudiated his wife, Roma, on learning that 
she had on a single occasion, before she knew 
him, been surprised and forced into yielding to 
Bonelli, the man whom Rossi killed. A happy 
union between the heroine, her father’s estates be- 
ing restored to her, and the hero, the latter occu- 
pying the presidential chair, would be a consum- 
mation the missing of which is hardly to be 
atoned for by the pope’s renunciation of a tem- 
poral power he does not possess and the substitu- 
tion of Caine’s republic for a constitutional mon- 
archy. 

“ The Eternal City’ began as a serial in Pear- 
son’s, but the publisher dropped it out of his 
magazine incomplete because he thought it 
immoral. 


- A few selections are here made from the text of 
the story. 


“Temporal government by the pope, whether in Rome 
or throughout the world, could only be established on a 


“Tue ETERNAL City. By Hall Caine. In nine parts, 
with prologue and epilogue.. Pp. 638. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. $1.50. 


basis of the pope’s absolutism in principle if not in prac- 
tice, on a basis of the pope’sinfallibility in fact as well as 
in dogma: while the theory of democracy is to banish the 
zgnis fatuus of absolutism and infallibility whether in 
pope or king. No, there is no alliance between the cause 
of the people and the temporal claims of the papacy. 
There is war, bitter war. The one belongs to the future, 
the other to the past, and the papacy as a temporal power 
is doomed by every law of progress. The leaders of the 
people do not ally themselves with a hope that is dead.” 


‘‘And: during this age-long rebellion against the sover- 
eignty of the world, what has the church been doing? The 
church belongs tothe people. Its founder was a man of 
the people. He was called the Son of Man. He was 
born poor. lived poor, and had compassion upon the mul- 
titude. Has the church declared itself on the side of the 
people? What is the word of life which the church speaks 
to asick and suffering world? The church tells you to 
be content with your lot, to be patient and resigned, to 
respect the laws of civil authority, to believe that human 
society is impressed with the stamp and character which 
God meant to give it. : 

‘The church tells you that you must never be seditious, 
that you must cultivate religion, that you must find in the 
prospect of another world consolation for the'trials of this 
one. If you are rich, you must give alms tothe poor. If 
you are poor, you must submit tothe rich. Whether you 
are rich or poor you must be obedient to the bishops, and 
bow your knee tothe authority of the pope. Such is the, 
word of life which the church gives to a sick world 
through the mouth of its sovereign pontiff. Are you con- 
tent with these admonitions? When you asked for bread 
have they given you a stone?” 


“Is it possible that I can ever have believed those 
fables? 

“ Churches, basilicas, 
priests. popes —thev are all lijes. 
ruled by justice? What fool invented tbe fiction of a benefi- 
cent Providence? It must have been some monk in a 
couvent who had not yet learned what it was to live.’’ 


religious ceremonials, bells, 
Who said the world was 


-Professor Haeckel in Java. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel’s latest publication con- 
tains some curious information about the ‘ bu- 
man monkey” of Java. An interesting specimen 
of the young gibbon was watched bv Professor 
Haeckel at his own house in Java. The species 
is found only in this island, and is properly called 
Hylobates leuciscus. The natives call it ‘‘oa,” on 
account of the characteristic sound it utters. 

When standing it is scarcely taller than a child 
of six. The head is comparatively small, and the 
waist is slender. The legs are short and the arms 
much longer. The face is more buman than. that 


‘of the orang outang. 


Professor Haeckel says: “Its physiognomy re- 
minded me of the manager of an insolvent bank 
pondering with wrinkled brow over the results 
of acrash. Distrust of the ‘oa’ toward all white 
Europeans is very noticeable. On the other hand, 
he was on terms of intimate friendship with the 
Malays in our household, especially with the 
small children. He never crawled on all fours 
when tired of running, but stretched on the 
grass beneath the tropical sun, with one arm 
under his head. When I held tasty ford just out 
of his reach he cried like a nanghty child, ‘ buite, 
buite,’ a sound altogether different from ‘oa, ca,’ 
with which he expressed various emotions. He 
had athird and more shriJl sound when he was 
suddenly frightened. The speech of these buman 
monkevs has not manv different sounds, but they 
are modulated and altered in tone and strength 
with a number of repetitions. The animals also 
use many gestures, motions with their hands, and 
grimaces. which are so expressive in manner that 
a careful observer can detect their different wishes 
and various emotions. $ 

“Mv specimen liked sweet wine. He grasped 
a cup in both hands and drank like achild. He 
peeled bananas and oranges just as we were sC- 
customed to do, holding the fruit in his left hand. 
Most of the Malays do not regard the gibbon and 
orang outang as brutes. They believe the former 
are bewitched men and the latter criminals who 
have been changed to monkeys asa punishment. 
Others think they are men in the course of 
metempsychosis.” 


— ie 


THE Most FLAGRANT CRIME —Of all injuries 
and crimes the most flacraut is chargeable to him 
who aims to establish dominion over his brethren. 
. . . No injury can equal that which js perpe- 
trated by him who would break down and sub- 
jugate the human mind; who would rob men of 
self-reverence: who would bring them to stand 
more in awe of outward authoritv than of reascn 
and conscience in their own souls; who would 
make himself a standard and Jaw for his race, and 
shape bv force or terror the free spirits of others 
after his own judgment and will._—William E. 
Channing. : 
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SPECIAL NOTICH.—WE SHALL BE OBLIGED TO OUR READERS 
F THEY WILL SEND US THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF ANY FREE- 
THINKER WHO IS NOT A REGULAR SUBSCRIBER. 


The Truth Seeker not being published as a business enterprise, 
for profit, but for the good that it can do, needs and solicits aid 
fromall friends of mental liberty. All money received is devoted 
tocirculating Liberal literature. Contributions of whatever 
amouut are thankfully welcomed and carefully used for the ben- 
efit of Freethought. : 


OBJECTS. 


It is the object of The Truth Seeker to educate the peo- 
ple out of religious superstition. It denies the inspira- 
tion and infallibility of the Bible, and asserts the human 
origin of that book. It denies the existence of the theologi- 
cal heaven and hell, but as to the existence and ee, 
s the soul neither affirms nor denies. It waits for evi- 

lence. 

The Truth Seeker upholds the theory of Evolution, be- 
Heving that in itis the solution of the question of the origin, 
oat, and development of the animal kingdom, includ- 
Ing man. The Truth Seeker believes that the answer to 
the questions Whence? and Whither? can be given only by 
Science. 

The Truth Seeker holds that morality and ethics—or 
man’s relation to man—are entirely independent of creed 
or religion, and are founded on rules developed by ex- 
perience. 

In current politics The Truth Seeker takes no side or 
part, In general it holds to the Boor ve of freedom 
enunciated by the Founders of this Republic. 


The Truth Seeker believes in Free Speech, Free Press, . 


and Free Mails; in full discussion of all sides of all sub- 
jects, and affords those having new and worthy thoughts, 
clearly stated, a generous and welcome hearing, each con- 
tributor being responsible for his own opinions. We neither 
indorse an idea by printing it, nor condemn it by exclusion. 
The Truth Seeker is the recognized medium of com- 
munication between the Liberals of the country, and is 
edited each week for their information, instruction, enter- 
tainment, and support against religious error and mental 
slavery and in maintenance of their equal civil and relig- 

. ious rights as citizens of the United States. 
The Editor invites communications on the subjects to 
which these pages are devoted. Anonymous communica- 

tions will not be regarded. 


THE NINE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 


1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical 
property shall be no longer exempt from taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in 
Congress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and 
in prani asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and cHaritable institutions of a religious character 
shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services sustained by the 
government shall be abolished; and especially thatthe use 
of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as a 
.ext-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and all 
other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties 
of perjury shall be established in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly en- 
forcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be 
repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement 
‘of Christian ” morality shall be abrogated, and that all 
laws shall be conformed to the requirements of natural 
morality, equal rights, and impartial liberty 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilegeo: advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special re- 
ligion that our entire political system shall be founded 
and administered on a purely secular basis; ar l that what- 
ever changes shall pr 3+2 necessary to this end shall be cot- 
sistently, unflinchingly. and promptly made. 


If you have not the Truth Seeker Company’s catalogue 
of books ssnd for one. If you know of anybody who, 
yo .thiak might buy Liberal books if he had a list, send 
us his name 


WHERE INGERSOLL STOOD. 


In the report of a sermon by the Rev. Dr. 
Breeden of Des Moines, Iowa, is the following: 

‘Colonel Ingersoll, a short time before his death, said 
toa friend: ‘We want a new party in this country.’ 
‘What for?’ asked an interrogator. ‘For the abolition of 
all laws.’ ‘To begin over again?’ asked his friend. ‘No, 
to leave it all blank.’ Infidelity, then, is the first root of 
anarchism. A sect that knows no law, is not afraid of 
the hereafter, and which believes in getting all you can 
while you live, is a dangerous sect for any form of gov- 
ernment.” 

_The clergyman related the aboveanecdote in an 
attempt to fasten the crime of assassination upon 
Freethought. We do not suppose any reader 
needs to be told that Colonel Iugersoll never pro- 
posed a new party for the abolition of all laws. 
Theincidentisimaginary. Colonel Ingersoll wasa 
believer in law, and at the same time a believer in 
liberty. He thought the advocacy of assassina- 
tion by any mana sign of insanity, and recom- 
mended the lunatic asylum for the victims of that 
delusion, as being more merciful than the gallows. 
Colonel Ingersoll’s views on Anarchism are to be 
found in his published works, and we advise the 
clergy to read and profit by them. There will not 
then be so great a contrast between the moderate 
aud humanitarian tone of the Infidel and the in- 
flammatory and bloodthirsty utterances of the fol- 
lowers of the prince of peace. ‘‘I have not,” said 
Colonel Ingersoll, ‘‘the slightest sympathy with 
the methods that have been pursued by Anarchists, 
or by Socialists, or by any other class that has 
resorted to force or intimidation. The ballot-box 
is the place to assemble. The will of the people 
can b? made knowu in that way, and their willcan 


- beexecuted. At the same time, I think I under- 


stand what has produced the Anarchist, the So- 
clalist, and the agitator. Inthe old country, a 
laboring man, poorly clad, without quite enough 
toeat, with a wife in rags, with a few children 
asking for bread—this laboring man sees the idle 
enjoying every luxury of this life; he sees on the 
breast of ‘my lady’ a bonfire of diamouds; he 
sees ‘my lord’ riding in his park; he sees thou- 
sands of people who from the cradle to the grave 
do no useful act, add nothing to the intellectual 
or the physical wealth of the world; he sees labor 
living in the tenement house, in the hut; idleness 
and nobility in the mansion and the palace; the 
poor man a trespasser everywhere except upon 
the street, where he is told to ‘move on,’ and in 
the dusty highways of the country. That man 
naturally hates the governmeut—the government 
of the few, the goverument that lives on the un- 
paid labor of the mauy, the government that takes 
the child from the parents, and puts him in the 
army to fight the child of ancther poor man and 
woman in some othercountry. These Anarchists, 
theseS oclalists,these agitators have been naturally 
produced. All the things of which I have spoken 
sow in the breast of poverty the seeds of hatred 
and revolution. These poor men, hunted by the 
officers of the law, coruered, captured, impris- 
oned, excite the sympathy of other poor men, and 


if some are dragged to the gallows and hanged, or © 


beheaded by the guillotine, they become saints 
and martyrs, and those who sympathize with 
them feel that they have the power, and only 
the power of hatred—the power of riot, of 
destruction—the power of the torch, of revolu- 
tion, that is to say, of chaos and anarchy. The 
injustice of the higher classes makes the lower 
criminal. Then there is another thing. The mis- 
ery of the poor excites in many noble breasts 
sympathy, and the men who thus sympathize 
wish to better the conditiou of their fellows. At 
first they depend upon reason, upon calling the 
attention of the educated and powerful to the 
miseries of the poor. Nothing happens, no result 
follows. The Juggernaut of society moves on, 
aud the wretches are still crushed beneath the 
gteat wheels. These men who are really good at 
first, filled with sympathy, now become indignant 
—they are malicious, then destructive and crimi- 
nal, I do not sympathize with these methods, 
but I do sympathize with the general object that 


all good and generous people seek to accomplish 
—namely, to better the condition of the buman 
race. Ouly the other day, at Boston, I said that 
we ought to take into consideration the circum- 
stances under which the Anarchists were reared; 
that we ought to know that every man Is neces- 
sarily produced; that man is what he is, not by 
accident but necessity; that society raises its own 
criminals—that it plows the soil and cultivates 
and harvests the crop, And it was telegraphed 
that I had defended Anarchy. Nothing was ever 
further from my mind. There is no place, asI 
sald before, for Anarchy in the United States. In 
Russia it is another question; in Germany another 
question. Every country that is governed by the 
one man, or governed by the few, is the victim of 
Anarchy. That zs Anarchy. That is the worst 
possible form of Socialism. The definition of 
Socialism given ky its bitterest enemy is, that 
idlers wish to live on the labor and on the money of 
others.. Is not this definition—a definition given 
in hatred—a perfect definition of every monarchy 
and of nearly every government in the world? 
That is to say: The idle few live on the labor and 
the money of others.” 

Colonel Ingersoll was wise enough to see that 
society will have Anarchists, as it will have 
diséase germs, to precisely the extent that it fur- 
nishes the conditions under which they breed. 
The minister thinks that discontent with govern- 
ment is simply a matter of original sin or of nat- 
ural depravity due to hardness of heart and 
disbelief of certain doctrines taught by the 
church. That is the way the French nobility 
fooled itself, and no doubt the nobility of France 
had just as picturesque plans for getting rid of 
the disturbers as that of the Rev. Mr. Breener 
and his brethren, who propose banishing them to 
a foreign island; but none of their plans worked, 
and the harvest that had been sowed was reaped 
in due season. 

If Colonel Iugersoll was right in his view, the 
philosopher at this time will not pay so much at- 
tention to pursuing Anarchists, free or in combi- 
natiou, as to discovering aud remedying, so far 
as possible, the conditions which have produced 
them. The ministers might ask themselves 
whether the illicit relations betweef church and 
state maintained in this country are not partially 
responsible for the breeding of degenerate patri- 
ots. 


ENEMIES OF LIBERTY. 

In another place Mrs. Kate Austin of Caplinger 
Mills, Missouri, expresses her dissent from The 
Truth Seeker’s position regarding the deed of 
Czolgosz and the best way of dealing with the 
murderous school he represents. Let us see how 
far she is justified in her strictures. 

We condemn the act of President McKinley’s 
assassin because it was murder and all that the 
word implies. It was a cowardly murder: with a 
concealed weapon Czolgosz shot McKinley as the 
latter put forth his haud in amity to grasp that of 
his assassiu. Few men would shoot an enemy’s 
dog that had bitten him, uuder such circum- 
stauces. It was a useless murder, for it raised to 
the presideucy a man who can be depended upon 
to carry out McKinley’s policy in the direction 
most criticised by Americans, or to inaugurate one 
still less likely to meet the approval of those who 
were dissatisfied before. Furthermore, by attribut- 
ing his deed to the influeuce of spoken and pub- 
lished opinions, Czo]gosz has precipitated an attack 
upon the freedom of press and of speech, and we 
shall be extremely fortunate if during the next 
decade we eujoy that liberty of utterance which 
has prevailed during the last one. 

Since experience shows that the election of a 
citizen to the presidency exposes him as a target 
for assassins, it might be no more than fair to 
afford him extra protection, as we do, for exam- 
ple, the carriers of United States mails. The par- 
ticular law protecting the person of the chief 
executive might not prove to be the one that 
should work “injustice to innocent people,” but 
the act of violence giving rise to it would be made 
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the excnse for both. That is what we mean when 
we say that Czolgosz, in assassinating our Presi- 
dent, has ‘‘ assassinated our liberties,” for that is 
what happens when the innocent suffer with the 
guilty. It is all very well to say that “no man can 
kill liberty,” bnt we shonld suppose that the 
Isaak family and Emma Goldman, in jail for the 
crime of another, wonld be of a different mind. 
They might be justified in thinking that if Czol- 
gosz had not assassinated their liberty for the 
time, he had come near striking it a fatal blow. 

There is a powerfnl] agitation in favor of the 
most stringent laws against the exponents of the 
doctrine of Anarchy; the agitators being alto- 
gether blind, as we expect that the legislators 
will prove to be, to the distinction, wide as the 
world, bet ween philosophical or non-resistant An- 
archy and the school that teaches ‘‘ propaganda 
by deed.” Already the bumptious Herr Most 
and the innocuous Home colonists of the state 
of Washington have been in the toils. A com- 
prehensive law might also gather in such merely 
literary Anarchists as Mrs. Austin. If such 
a condition of affairs, the direct outcome of 
the act of President McKinley’s assailant, does not 
constitute an assassinatiou of liberty, it comes 
near enough to it to justify the use of the phrase 
on an occasion when emphatic langnage was de- 
sired. 

In asserting that we zow her imprisoned com- 
rades (meaning the publishers of Free Society 
and Emma Goldman) to be innocent of complicity, 
Mrs. Anstin ascribes to ns knowledge we do not 
possess. We believe, however, that as rational be- 
ings they have too mnch sense to think there is 
anything to be gained for their canse by assassina- 
tion, and have no donbt that when all the facts 
are known their arrest will pass as an ontrage. 
The police anthorities are not immnne from panic, 
and snch things are bonnd to occnr so long as 
Brescis and Czolgoszes assassinate kings and 
presidents. l 

The argnment that the jndge upon the bench 
who condemns to death a man who has never in- 
jnred him is as guilty as Czolgosz does not excnse 
the latter. The line of reasoning pursned by Mrs, 
Austin may lead her to that couclnsion; but what 
then? Our jndges, if gnilty, will never be re- 
formed by snch examples as Czolgosz has set 
them. 

We remain of the opinion that if capital pnn- 
ishment is ever jnstifiable, itis so in the case of 
President McKinley’s assassin. It was a premed- 
itated crime, by the perpetration of which the 
criminal knowingly incnrred the death penalty. 
It was not done in the heat of passion or in self- 
defense. The-.Truth Seeker does not, in revenge, 
demand an eye for an eye, but having dne appre- 
ciation of the sanctity of hnman life, it bows to the 
necessity of adopting measnres calculated to in- 
snre its safety. Mrs. Austin does not read this 
paper if she really thinks it dares not to condemn 
the spirit of mob-violence fostered by press and 
pulpit. We say, as Judge Lewis of Buffalo said in 
what was technically called his defense of the 
prisoner, these exponents of lynch law “are a 
more dangerons class of the community than the 
Anarchists about whom we read so much.” 


THE CASE OF MRS. WILMANS. 

After a week’s hearing before the assistant at- 
torney-general at Washington, a frand order was 
issued, Oct. 5, by Postmaster-General Smith 
denying the nse of the mails to Helen Wilmans- 

. Post of Seabreeze. Fla. The lady, best known as 
Helen Wilmans, isa pioneer in the school of 
healing known as Mental Science, and has grown 
wealthy giving “absent” and other treatment to 
persons applying forit. Evidence at the hearing 
tended to show that Mrs. Wilmans did not attend 
to her correspondence personally beyond securing 
the remittances, and that patients were answered 
by amanuenses with a stereotyped form of reply 
adapted to each class of cases. 

This is a case where, we are convinced, the 
postmaster-general has been over-zealons. The 
services rendered to her patrons by Mrs. Wilmans 


are of a psychological natnre, like those a Chris- 
tian imagines he is getting from a minister or 
priest who prays for him, or who takes his money 
nnder an implied agreement to do so. Her absent 
treatment surely is as legitimate as the masses, 
dispensations, and indnlgences of the church; it 
is worth just as much money, is eqnally effica- 
cions, and like them, has the same virtne whether 
the service is actually rendered or not. Many 
persons who have applied to this Mental Science 
healer have done so merely by way of experiment, 
and such an experiment must be as permissible as 
that of trying a patent medicine. Many testify 
that they have been and are still receiving benefit 
from their correspondence with Mrs. Wilmans, 
when all other treatment had failed; and assnredly 
the post-ofice department cannot be justified in 
stepping between a physician and a patient dnring 
the progress of a recovery. However we may 
regard those who send remittances to Mrs. Wil- 
mans, whether as beneficiaries or as illustrators 
of the precept that a fool and his money are soon 
parted, government interference can prove of no 
avail. People who are kept from paying her to 
think of them by having their money retnrned 
will probably devote it to some purpose no more 
remnnerative except in imaginary benefits. 


. THE CONGRESS. 


As The Truth Seeker goes to press on Monday, 
no time is given this week for proper treat- 
ment or extended report of the proceedings at the 
Congress of the American Secnlar Union in 
Buffalo, October 4, 5, and 6. 

The officers of the Union for the ensning year 
are as follows: President, E: M. Macdonald; sec- 
retary, E. C. Relchwald; treasnrer, Henry White; 
vice-presidents, L. K. Washburn, W. A. Croffnt, 
William Birney, Susan H. Wixon, J. D. Shaw, T. 
B. Wakeman, and Etta Semple. 


Two nniqne biblical theories are set forth in re- 
cent religious comment. There is the doctrine of 


‘the man named Russell, of Allegheny, Pa., whom 


the Lord has enlightened with the news that the 
152,000,000 persons who, according to the gener- 
ally accepted interpretation of the Bible, have died 
sincethe creation without having any means of sal- 
vation, will all come on earth again at the resnrrec- 
tion and be offered a chance to be saved throngh 
Christ. The prospect of their getting salvation 
then will be mnch better than ever before, Mr. 
Russell thinks, becanse the devil will be bound 
instead of loose, making it easy to get religion. 
Russell has to wrest the scriptures somewhat to 
work out his theory, but donbtiess he thinks the 
salvation of 152,000,000 heathens is worth some 
sacrifice. i 

The second pious vagary comes from Independ- 
ence, Kansas, the originator being the Rev. A. D. 
Madeira, who holds that ‘‘man has been deteri- 
orating mentally, morally, and physically since 
the creation, and that he is now fnrther from a 
state of moral perfection than ever.” To illustrate 
his argument this minister wonld have ns note 
that all the great men are dead, and that persons 
now living are not equal to the people of the past. 
Hence he thinks it a judicial inference that “ we 
are living in the last stage of the world’s exist- 
ence,” and that “man will grow so wicked that 
God will not be able to stand his sinning any 
longer and will destroy the world.” Like Russell, 
the Rev. Madeira finds warrant for his conclnsion 
in the Bible, and thns gives another proof of the 
wonderfn] resources of that book, or rather of the 
ingenuity of men in discovering their own views 
hidden among its mysteries. 

“A good book,” observes Hnxley, ‘‘is com- 
parable to a piece of meat, and fools are as flies 
who swarm to it, each for the purpose of deposit- 
ing and hatching his own particnlar maggot of an 
idea.” 


—— 


We observe with regret that one of the Press- 
writing Corps appears to be in jail. He is Mr. V. 
A. Corder, formerly of Stontsville, now of Circle- 


mountains of Israel.’ ” 


ville, Ohio. Mr. Corder says that his imprison- 
ment is a case of religions persecntion. He is a 
believer in God and the Bible and Jesns Christ, 
bnt finds that the book of Revelation, rightly in- 
terpreted, puts the stamp of snper fluity on politi- 
cians, bankers, school teachers, and even a hireling 
priesthood. The dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet he identifies as the state, the chnrch, and 
the pope. He is opposed to all government as 
satanic, and comes ont boldly as a Christian An- 
archist; and that is why he isin jail. “The powers 
that be,” he writes to'The Trnth Seeker, ‘always 
aim to pen me up for life—see Ezekiel xix, 5-9— 
that ‘my voice be heard no more at all npon the 
He fnrther says: ‘‘ The 
facts of the matter—that I am a Christian Anarcb, 
or that I have discovered the proper key to Reve- 
lation, revealing a scientific code of evolution ard 
a trne gauge of history—have stirred up the 2n- 
imals here to great fnry.” Mr. Corder has in past 
time been confined to the Pickaway County In- 
firmary, bnt got too strong for them there; hence 
his transfer to the connty jail at Circleville. It 
appears that the fare at the infirmary was not 
sumptnous, and a neighbor with a less robust ap- 
petite than that wherewith Mr. Corder is blessed 
gave him a piece of hisfish. A dining-room waiter 
interfered; but, writes Mr. Corder, “I checked 
him by tapping him on the head with a stool.” 
He adds that the tap was not sufficient to jar the ’ 
minister of festive distribution; but on the strength 
of it a charge of assault was trumped up, avd Mr. 
Corder got thirty days, with a fine, nntil the pay- 
ment of which he stands committed. Thns do the 
enemies of Christian Anarchy endeavor to stanch 
the fonntains of trnth. We trnst that throngh the 
efforts of friends Mr. Corder’s stay in the Circle- 
ville jail may be cnt short, and that his voice may 
again be heard as aforetime npon the mountains 
of Israel. 


The plan of deporting a certain school of think- 
ers and non-thinkers and confining them on some 
remote island in the Pacific ocean is commented 
npon by Prof. Goldwin Smith as one of the pro- 
posals which ‘‘bespeak the excitement of the 
time.” One wonld think that the advocacy of this 
scheme wonld be confined to that class of per- 
sons whose minds are divided on the question 
whether the criminal now confined in the Auburn 
prison shonid be tnrned over to a mob for execu- 
tion or officially tortured with fire before being 
drawn and quartered. Snch, however, appears not 
to be the case. We note that the editor of one of 
our Freethonght exchanges reprints with evident 
pride a letter which he wrote to a Chicago daily 
proposing that not only the anarchists but the 
social radicals be marooned as aforesaid. Unfor- 
tunately that plan of dealing with the exponents 
of nnpopniar ideas lacks not only merit bnt origi- 
nality. It was conceived and advocated many 
years ago by a certain Chaplain McCabe of the 
Methodist commnnion, who dreamed of isolating 
all Freethinkers in a place which he named In- 
gérsollville. 

We quoted from the Christian Advocate not 
long ago the fact, which the editor characterized 
as remarkable, that “the same men who were vic- 
tims in the churches from which they were ex- 
pelled or from which they wert out, on coming 
into power in the new sects, have oppressed with 
equal vigor and mercilessness those who were 
subject tothem.” It seems there are others, not 
religionists, to whom the same conrse recom- 
mends itself. 

Professions sometimes fail in a crisis, as witness 
the abandonment of their principles, on alleged 
grounds of high expediency, by the looting 
missionaries in China. It will be a good test 
of the sincerity of Freethinkers’ professed belief 
in mental freedom if at this time they refrain 
from renouncing them and joining the popular 
clamor for nnconstituticnal methods in dealing 
with certain retailers of doctrines they cannot ap- 
prove. ; 

These are the times that try men’s sense. 
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A DISCREDITED RELIGION. 


Christianity Weighed in the Balance with Its Profes- 
sions and Found Wanting. 


BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS. 


The trial of Christianity as to its origin and in- 
fluence may be said to have begun in earnest with 
the latter half of the nineteenth century. All 
along the course of its history opponents have 
risen up to challenge its pretensions and deny its 
claims, and these combatants have increased in 
number and importance with the progress of time 
and the spread of knowledge. 

The eighteenth century was a period of general 
and open skepticism, bat as the revolt against 
faith was caused principally by the exercise of 
reason, without a sufficient basis of scientific 
learning, the reaction was inevitable, and emo- 
tional reiigion resumed the sway which it has not 
yet entirely lost,although its end is near. But now 
unbelief has another and a firmer foundation. 
Tae establishment of the study of comparative 
religion as an acknowledged and separate science 
has given new impetus co the investigation of 
ancient writings and sculptural remains, the 
result being already sufficiently destructive of 
the supposed divine inspiration of the so-called 
holy scriptures to convince every unprejadiced 
thinker and seriously disturb the mass of unre- 
flecting upholders of the absurd claim. 

Earlier Freethinkers had criticised many state- 
ments in both the Oid and the New Testament as 
unworthy of belief because contrary to science 
` and experience and common sense, such as the 
creation of lignt before the creation of the sun, 
the maternity of a virgin, the resurrection of the 
dead; but such objections were met by the as- 
serted omnipotence of God, and orthodoxy re- 
mained unshaken. But now that the story of 
Genesis is proved to be only a garbled account of 
myths borrowed from nations still older than the 
Hebrews and laying no claimto be the chosen 
people of God, that a divine son of a virgin 
mother is known to be a frequently recurring 
phenomenon in ancient mythology, and that the 
longing for immortality is recognized as having 
given rise in many lands and many languages to 
comforcing legends of dead bodies restored to life 
by miraculous agency, all these discoveries have 
- overthrown the chief supports of superstition and 
prepared the downfall ot every existing institu- 
tion built upon faith in the unseen. 

The one God of Judaism as well as the triune 
God of Christianity must vanish before the all- 
prevailing light of science, and the Virgin Mary 
must take her place among the earlier goddesses 
who have served in their time to idealize and 
hallow the office of maternity. 

It cannot be denied that in religion old things 
are passing away and all things are becoming 
new; it is also certain that former beliefs cannot 
be revived, because they were created by igno- 
rance and have been destroyed by knowledge. 
These facts cause regret and dismay to many 
minds ; it remains, therefore, for such to examine 
the past history and present conditions of Chris- 
tianity in order to determine whether they have 
any reason to be sorry for the change. 

Christianity claims to be a world-religion-—she 
world-religion—and its adherents boast that al- 
ready the majority of the earth’s inhabitants are 
at least nominal Christians, and the kingdoms of 
the world are the kingdoms of Christ. Bunt these 


boasts are as false as are the prophecies of final 


triumph, such as: 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore 
Till moon shall wax and wane no more. 

On the contrary, his power is already broken 
and his kindgom will soon cease to spread. What 
is really spreading is the conviction that Christ is 
merely a myth, and what demonstrates the ine ff- 
cacy of ‘‘the scheme of salvation” isthe conduct 
of Christian nations and Christian individuals in 
social life. Never has the contrast between doc- 
trine and practice been more strikingly illustrated 
than in these our days. 

Not all the attacks of unbelief against what is 
claimed to be ‘‘revealed”’ religion have done half 
so much tọ unsettle the faith of believers and de- 
stroy the influence of ministers of the gospel as is 
being accomplished nowadays by the majority of 
teachers and taught in Christian communities 
through their own behavior towards their fellow- 
men. We see at present the nations which are the 
most strenuous upholders of Christianity engaged 
in wars of conquest which are a disgrace to civi- 
lization, so barbarous are the methods employed, 
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so shameless the outrages committed by the 
armies, so criminally selfish the acknowledged 
purpose of attack. We hear how the rulers cant 
and whine in the same breath which orders theft 
and slaughter ; we know that the protests of the 
small minority of right-thinking and right-feeling 
people are unheeded. Every one knows that the 
results of the wars are the untimely death of 
thousands, the crippling in body and mind of. 
thousands more who survive, the increase and 
spread of loathsome diseases which will entail 
misery tpon future generations, the further op- 
pression of the poor by taxation, the lowering of 
the moral standard for rich and poor alike. And 
all this evil is jnstified in the name of him who is 
believed to have bequeathed not only the precept 
“ Love your enemies,” but also its convenient an- 
tithesis, ‘‘I come not to send peace upon earth, 
bnt a sword.” 

A few honest and sincere souls in each nation 
recognize the incongruity of these declarations and 
the fatal injury of their effects. After the excite- 
ment is over other souls will see the hollowness 
of the pretense by which they have been deceived, 
and the end will be that the Christian religion 
will have lost forever the influence which has 
heretofore kept it in some degree a living and 
acting force. Even now we see evidences of its 
decline in the increasing unwillingness of the 
churches to contribute to the support of the for- 
eign missions, which have everywhere brought so 
much discredit upon the cause; in the rapid fall- 
ing off of attendance upon religious services at 
home; in the failure of the spasmodic efforts of 
the clergy to tempt, by various devices, the wan- 
dering flocks to return to the worn-out pastures; 
in the frequent outbursts of fanaticism among 
unsatisfied religionists who have lost confidence 
in their earlier spiritual guides, and are ready to 
follow any impostor shrewd enough to invent new 
superstitions or to patch up the old. 

Christ is indeed wounded in the house of his 
friends, and it is well for those friends that he is 
only a myth, and not an omniscient and omnipo- 
tent being, waiting.to be their final judge. Not, 
however, that injustice and cruelty and hypoc- 
risy ever escape punishment; the laws of the 
universe look out for that ! 


WHERE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS. 


No Hope that Religion Can Mitigate the Evils of that. 
Homicidal Mania Called Anarchism. 


Prof. Goldwin Smith has contributed to the 
newspaper press an article entitled ‘‘Anarchism,” 
which should have the effect of discrediting, if not 
silencing, the yellow pulpit. 

ANARCHISM, 

The tragedy at Buffalo has naturally led to a 
general discussion of Anarchism, about which, 
and the proper mode of dealing with it, pretty 
wild things are being said in the pulpit as well 
as in the press. 

Anarchism is neither so new nor so isolated a 
phenomenon as seems by some to be supposed. 
Equality of happiness is not, or has not hitherto 
been, the law of the world. The unhappy are 
always apt to take inequality for injustice, and 
they are not perfectly consoled by having it 
pointed out to them that there is a natural mis- 
distribution of gifts, or by any of the philosophic 
anodynes which satisfy us who are full of bread. 
There are, in truth, a good many to whom life in 
their circumstances is hardly worth living. Hence 
from time to time there have been violent insur- 
rections against the social system, such as the 
Jacquerie, the insurrection of Wat Tylor, the ris- 
ing of the Anabaptists, the movement of the 
Levellers. _ For such disturbances we must look, 
and either make the social state, if we can, more 
just, or strengthen the detective police. Popular 
education has increased the sensibility of the suf- 
fering classes, and the contrast between conditions 
has of late become strikingly sharp. 

Again, Anarchism is only one of a number of 
movements at the present day the object of which 
is not merely the reform of particular abuses, but 
the fundamental reconstruction of society. Of 
these, Socialism in its various forms and with its 
various degrees of violence, from the mild Fabian 
to the by no means mild Socialist of Italy, is one. 
Communism is another, and, as France knows to 
her cost, an extremely energetic species. A third 
is Anarchism, which, deeming the whole of our 
organization, political and social, desperately and 
irredeemably evil, seeks totally to destroy it, and 
madly invokes chaos. Nihilism is Russian An- 
archism provoked by the corruption of that gov- 
ernment and fed, it seems, from a multitude of ; 
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students, sons, many of them, of an ill-endowed 
clergy for whom there is no opening in life. An- . 
archism, however, is not merely a paroxysm. It 
has a theory. There are gentle and philosophic 
as well as desperate Anarchists. Kropotkin is 
gentle as a lamb. He sincerely believes that hu- 
man nature is radically good, and, to show its 
goodness, only needs release from the unnatural 
restraints ot laws and government. In his own 
case his theory may be true. His Anarchism is 
closely akin to the vision of Shelley embodied in 
“ The Revolt of Islam.” 

A correspondent of the London Times, appar- 
ently, from the place of honor accorded him, a 
man of mark, thinks that Anarchism is to be 
ascribed to the loss of the restraining influence of 
religion, and hints that a theological reaction 
would be the cure. If his meaning is that the loss 
of the reli,ious conscience and of the prospect `of 
retribution in a future life is very serious, and that 
the moral world is going through a dangerous 
transition, undoubtedly he is right. If he would 
have us, without sincere belief in religion, set it 
up again for the purposes of police, he is only 
laying up for us wrath against the day of wrath, 
and we must tell him that there Js no salvation for 
us but in truth, let the truth be as fraught with 
peril at the time as it may. If he thinks that 


‘superstition is an effectual cure for the tendency 


to political assassination, let him look into his 
Mariana or Suarez. Let him consider whether 
there is any lack of superstition in Jacques Clem- 
ent, Balthazar Gerard, Ravaillac,or Guy Fawkes. 
The perpetrators of the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew were eminently devout. 

Those people will surely be some day ashamed 
of themselves who, on account of a single mur- 
der, however detestable and deplorable, are crying 
out tor curtailment of political liberty or restric- 
tion of freedom of speech and of the press. What 
Anarchism is more complete or worse than arbi- 
trary power in the hands of an autocrat who sets 
at defiance the higher law of justice and human- 
ity? What is it but Anarchism when one despot 
sends out an order to leave no Chinaman that can 
stand alive, and another allows his soldiers to 
drown an innocent peasantry by thousands and 
spit babies on their bayonets? What Anarchism 
can be worse than that of the Turkish empire, 
with its Bulgarian atrocities and its Armenian 
massacres, which all these powers of order are 
conspiring to uphold? . 

The yellow press is not salutary or lovely. Per- 
haps its reign may not last very long. The great- 
est fool grows at length suspicious of reckless 
falsehood; the coarsest taste becomes tired at last 
of garlic. But how are you to define ‘ yellow ?” 
Where are you to draw the line? You must have 
freedom or a censorship; and one strong reason 
for preferring freedom is that, as experience has 
shown, under a censorship you are sure to have 
an illicit press exceeding the worst productions of 
freedom in malignity. Besides, what had any sec- 
tion of the American press to do with the cosmo- 
politan conspiracy of which an Anarchist is a 
limb? How much had any press to do with 
Booth’s revenge or with the disappointment and 
acrimony of Guiteau? 

Folly, or worse than folly, reached its height 
when the report, utterly unfounded, we may trust, 
that the assassin of the President has been tor- 
tured was received by some of the people not only 
without abhorrence, but with glee. There was 
talk, too, of lynching. If lynching is to be coun- 
tenanced, we ought not to be shocked beyond 
measure by political murder. Suppose a negro, 
after seeing his son or his brother burned alive, 
had shot somebody in authority whom he imag- 
ined to be responsible, he would be very prcpcrly 
arrested and hanged. But would it be easy to 
prove to him that he ought to repent ? 

Confinement of all Anarchists in an island un- 
der international guard is another of the proposals 
which bespeak the excitement of the time. Can 
you deport every man of dark and dangerous tem- 
perament who is caught brocding over the in- 
iquities of the social state? More rational, and 
really about the most practical, as it seems to me, 
of all the extraordinary remedies that have been 
suggested, is an extension of the teaching of 
music in our schools. Musicis moral education, 
as the Greek lawgivers knew. Shakspeie’s judg- 
ment is too sweeping. Johnson, a first-class Tory, 
had no. music in his sonl, and Arthur Penrhyn 
Stanley, in character seraphic, cuned that the 
only music which he could enjoy was that of a 
drum. But the converse is probably true with 
few exceptions. A man with music in his soul is 
not likely to play Ravaillac or Guy Fawkes. 

GoLpwin SMITH, 
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Do Men Desire Immortality? 


There is a general belief that man alone, as dis- 
tinguished from the other animals, is aware of the 
doom that ends his earthly existence, and that 
this stimulates him to live a more spiritual life, 
to conceive the thought of a life beyond the grave, 
and to ennoble the fear of death by a consoling 
belief in immortality. This belief, writes Mr. F. 
C. Schiller in the Fortnightly Review (Septem- 
ber), is the theme of poets and preachers, and the 
chief constituent of a literary tradition which we 
scarcely dare to question. But, he asks, “is the 
assttmption either of a universal consciousness of 
death or of a universal desire for Immortality 
really so irrefragabie?” In answer he asserts that 
the evidence in favor of this assumption ‘‘is far 
scantier and more ambiguous than we were in- 
clined to suppose, and there are ugly facts which 
seem to put a different complexion on the matter.” 
. Th: following synopsis is from the Literary 
Digest. Mr. Schiller writes: 

“A visitor from Mars, dispassionately inquiring 
into human conduct and motive, might find ıt hard 
to detect more foreknowledge of death in men than 
in animals. From the palace to the hovel, from the 
laboratory to the oratory, he would find men every- 
where pursuing ends of the earth, earthly, living 
for the present, or, if circumstances forced them 
totake thought for the morrow, concerning them- 
selves only with their immediate future in this 
world; while of the ‘ other-worldliness,’ so often 
preached and preached against in the literature, 
he would hardly find a trace. . . . Ofcourse, 
the fact that ma habitually live in the present, 
hating to think of the future, and detesting any- 
thing that reminds them of death, has not, in an- 
other connection, escaped the sagacity of moralists 
and preachers. Many of their happiest efforts are 
co icerned with castigating this particular form of 
haman weakness and exhibiting its insensate 
folly. And in so doing our teachers have been no 
doubt abundantly justified. Only it appears to 
hive escaped their notice that this count of their 
indictment agalust human nature accords none 
too well with their doctrine that death and immor- 
tality are absorbing objects of meditation. If it be 
true that we are culpably careless of the future, 
recklessly bent on suppressing all thought of death, 
it can hardly be that we live oppressed by the 
shadow of death, and consumed with desire for 
the consolations of a fature life.” 

The writer suggests an explanation of the phe- 
nomenon he discovers—that de facto so little 
account is taken of the inevitableness of death— 
as follows: 

“That this must be the case isa result which 
follows from the general principle that our atti- 
tude toward all the aspects of life must be such 
as will enable us to act vigorously and efficiently. 
Applied to the prospect of death this principle 
renders it certain that the thought of death can- 
not be allowed to paralyze action, that means 
must he discovered for carrying on the business 
of life in death’s despite. Of such means two are 
most prominent, the suppression of the thought of 
dath by a resolate and systematic determination 
notto retain it, and a religious reinterpretation 
which so transfigures it that it no longer forms 
an impediment to action. Of these the latter is 
perhaps the most truly -logical and satisfactory, 
but as a matter of fact men most prefer and proba- 
bly always have preferred the former alternative, 
and forever strive to thrust the’ unwelcome 
thought into the background of consciousness. 
This is why all but the most inevitable mention 
of it is tabooed in polite society. This method 
on the whole is a social success, though it proba- 
bly breaks down at least once in the final crisis of 
every one’s life.” 

Assuming this to be our attitude toward death, 
Mr. Schiller next inquires how it affects the de- 
sire fora future life. He says that although most 
religions insist upon the fact of immortality and 
make it man’s great consolation in view of the 
prospect of death, the majority of men, instead of 
thinking of death tempered with immortality, 
prefer not to think of death atall. Hence, he 
argues, ‘‘it is natural that what is associated with 

‘the thought of something so distasteful should 
itself become distasteful. Need we seek further 
for the reason why the prospect of a future life is, 
by the generality of men, regarded without en- 
thusiasm, and, as far as may be, ignored?” 

After discussing the attitude of men toward the 
various doctrines of the time, in which the writer 
finds confirmation of his conclusions, he continues 
by saying : 

“It remains to account for the fact that the lit- 
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erary tradition has taken such a very different 
view of human psychology. Why has everybody 
always conspired to write as though the question 
of immortality were of tremendous importance 
and absorbing, if de facto the great majority of 
men have always avoided it as much as ever they 
could? I believe the answer to be exceedingly 
simple. The makers of the literary tradition have 
expressed what seemed true to them at the time 
of writing, what was true for them, and yet the 
mass of men were always indifferent or hostile. 
Of course, however, the dumb, recalcitrant masses 
gave no sign of their dissent from a doctrine they 
were trying to dismiss from their minds, and hence 
the writers haditall their own way. Inother words, 
the fallacy in the argument that all men naturally 
crave for immortality is identical with that of the 
proof of the efficacy of prayer by means of the 
votive offerings in the temple of Poseidon. Just 
as those who prayed and perished were not in a 
position to make offerings, so those who are not 
interested in a subject do not write books about 
it.” 


Is the God Idea Logical ? 


BY L. MACKERTICH. 


It is more than astonishing how self-sufficient 
theists can gloss over the infinitely more intricate 
problems involved in the conception of their 
Phantom Fiend, when harping on the difficulties 
connected with the Christian God and his book. 
In one of the latest issues of The Truth Seeker 
we find a correspondent questioning how any in- 
telligent, thoughtful person can accept the Bible 
as the work of an omniscient, omnipresent, and 
omnipotent God. For our part, we question how 
any such person can accept zafuve as the work of 
such a God. To those who are most willing to 
admit the omniscience, all-mercifulness, omnipres- 
ence, and omnipotence of the theistic God, we 
would like to offer the following problems for 
solution: How is it that this imagination-created 
God, if omniscient, did not know the full extent 
of the disastrous effects that would follow his crea- 
tive act? How is it that this omniscient God, if 
all-merciful, is not moved by pity. to undo the 
misdeeds done in his merciless omniscierce? How 
is it that this omniscient and all-merciful God, if 
omnipresent, does not arrest the growth of the 
misery that pervaded the infinity of comos during 
his reign of finite all-mercifulness? How is it that 
this omniscient, all-merciful, and omnipresent 
God, if omnipotent, cannot abolish the agents of 
pain crept in during his impotent omnipresence? 
We doubt if any theist worth his salt could con- 
ceive reasonable answers to these plain questions. 
What is the inference, then? Simply this: that 
one set of attributes contradict another set; in 
other words, that thetheory does not fit the facts. 
The facts—the facts observed and experienced— 
cannot be shifted. It is the eovy that must be 
modified or removed. It will not do to tell us that 
the question is involved in mystery. If any mys- 
tery is conceded to it, a deeper mystery still 
should be claimed for the discovery of the theory, 
or the whole question—theory and all—should be 
merged in an unfathomable mystery. Out of this 
does not arise a consciousness of the hypotheti- 
cal being manufactured by the theist, but an im- 
penetrable ignorance as to what the true source 
and nature of cognized phenomena are. Once 
admit mystery, and we are forever precluded from 
giving any interpretation to the processes of the 
cosmos. If mysterious, therefore unknown— 
everything behind the veil. 

Further, if the government of this inconceivable 
being of the theist is mysterious and inexplicable, 
more so should be his existence. But the fact is, 
it is zof mysterious. The mystery is one of our 
own making. We assign a jumble of contradic- 
tory attributes to an equally contradictory effigy 
of our own creation, and when the powers he is 
invested with seem inconsistent with his sup- 
posed actions we pronounce the reconciliation 
mysterious. No mention of mystery is made 
whilst the theory is being formed; it is only when 
it tallies not with the facts It is adduced to ex- 
plain that the word is flung at us. 

The truth is—and let it be whispered slowly to 
theists—that of the two attributes, “ almighty” 
and ‘‘all-good”’—-which are the most important in 
the present discussion--only the latter can logi- 
cally be predicated of the God-idea. But, before 
this is done, convincing proofs of the absolute 
necessity of creation should be furnished. Ac- 
cording to this theory, we shall have an all-good 
God who, for the benefit and pleasure of his crea- 
tures, creates a universe, in which enters a factor 
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unavoidable by his limited power. But can such 
proofs be established? Can it be proved that it 
was an indispensable necessity that life with its 
accompanying pleasures and pains should be 
caused? Would not every particle of conscious 
matter touched by pain, if consulted on the subject, 
give an emphatic answer in the negative ? 


Educated as Catholics. 


An exchange. reprints the appended list of 
sentences passed by the French courts on French 
ecclesiastics during the years 1897 and 1898. The 
list, which is credited to Reynolds’ Newspaper, has 
appeared before in American journals. It is very 
timely just now, when Romish prelates are de- 
manding a mixture of religious with secular edu- 
cation inour public schools, which are condemned 
as *‘godless,’”’ and will serve as an effective an- 
swer to advocates of such a measure on whom ar- 
guments trom reason and justice are thrown away. 


Lay Brother Kneppert, of the Christian schools (Brother 
Asciepiod), twenty years’ penal servitude for outrages on 
decency,— Assizesoi Aube. 

Abbott William, three years’ imprisonment for outrages 
on aecency committed on children.—Assizes of Illeet- 
Vilaine. 

Brother. Piffetau (Brother Terencien), ten years’ penal 
sorvitude for outrages on decency committed on chiidren, 
—Assizes of Indre et Loire. 

Brother Christopher (Brother Bianor), from a, Christian 
school at Rheims, three years’ imprisonment for outrages 
on decency.—Assizes of Marne. 

Abbott St. Enhuyssee, ten years’ imprisonment for out- 
rages on decency. 

Brother Desire Coupillot (Brother Alexis), ten years’ 
penal servitude for outrages on decency.—Assizes of 
L'Orne. - 

Hippolite Carron, former brother, one year’s imprison- 
ment tor outrages on decency.—Tribunal of Bethune. 

Brother Ceres (Xavier Celestin), of the school of Milan, 
five years’ confinement for outrages on decency committed 
on his scholars.—Assizes of Averon, 

Abbot Dauzon, five years’ confinement for outrages on 
decency.—Assizes of La Manche. i 

Peter Brouli, former brother, five years’ confinement 
for outrages on decency.—Assizes of the Seinne. 

Brother John Donat, of the Christian school at Apprien, 
one yéars’ imprisoument for outrage on decency.—Assizes 
of Isere. 

Brother Klein, of the Catholic schools of Chauny, eigh- 
teen months’ imprisonment for outrages on decency.— 
Assizes of Aisne. 

Brother Lambert Wargnier, of the Christian school of 
St. Aumond les Eaux, four years’ imprisonment for out- 
rages on decency.—Assizes of the Nord. 

Brother Chivaud, of a Christian school, twenty years’ 
penal servitude for outrages on decency committed on his 
pupils.— Assizes of Herault. 

R. P. Cailletex, four months’ imprisonment for outrages 
ov public decency.—Tribunal of Orleans. 

Brother Lye, schoolmaster at Mont de Morsan, two 
years’ imprisonment for for outrages on decency committed 
on his pupils. 

Brother Lubes, schoolmaster at Libourne, ten years’ 
confinement for outrages committed on nineteen of his 
pu ils.— Assizes of the Gironde. 

Brother Pouyaud, schoolmaster at Igny, one years’ im- 
prisonment for outrages on decency committed on pupils. 
—Assizes of the Seine et Oise. 

Brother Donat (Brother Landry), head master of the 
boarding school of St. Joseph, at Oisemont, four months’ 
imprisonment for obscene outrages on the pupils.—Tri- 
bunal of Avesnes. i 

Fanges, Professor of Morality at Periguex, seven years’ 
confinement for thirty-seven outrages on decency.— As- 
sizes of Dordogne. 

Brother Merle (Brother Bettin), schoolmaster at Gra- 
vais, twenty-six years’ penal servitude for outrages on 
decency committed on his pupils.—Assizes of Oise. 

Brother Rerdrausart (Brother Judval), schoolmaster, 
eight years’ penal servitude for outrages on pupils.—As- 
sizes of Indre et Loire. 

Abbot Ferrin, twenty years’ penal servitude for out- 
raging children,—Assizes of the Cote d’Or. 

Brother Toulouse (Brother Sebianus), head master of 
the Bagnoles school, ten years’ penal servitude for out- 
raging his pupils.—Assizes of Gard. ; 

Brother Elisee Jacob, schoolmaster. twenty years’ penal 
servitude for outraging his pupils.--Assizes of Gers. 

Brother Garnier (Brother Albin Bernard), schoolmaster, 
twenty years’ penal servitude for outrages on decency 
eommitied cn his pupils. Assizes of Ircie et Leite. 

Brother Guyet (Brother Fibron), schoolmaster, twenty 
years’ penal servitude for outrages on decency corn mitted 
on his pupils.—Assizes of Morbihan. 


The Others Are Merely Lesser Frauds. 
One or two of the writers who attack Macdon- 
ald and Reichwald in the Blade we know to be 
the biggest frauds in the Freethought ranks.—H. 
L Green in the Freethought Magazine. 


We can bring absolute security to our public 
servants only by making the government so just 
and so beneficent that every citizen will be willing 
to give his life, if need be, to preserve it to pos- 
terity. —W. J. Bryan. : 


iS Scat eee ae ee 
How different the last words of Mr. McKinley 
“Tt is God’s 
way; his will be done,” said the dying President. 
“My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me?” 
said the dying Jesus.—Searchlight. 
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WHEN DID JEHOSHAPHAT DIE? 


BY JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHAPTER XVI.—CoNTINUED. 


6 


“And Joram [Jehoram] king of Israel and 
Ahaziah king of Judah went ont, each in his 
chariot against Jehu” (2 Kings ix, 21), 
“And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, 
and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the 
arrow went out at his heart” (24). ‘But when 
Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this he fled by 
way of the garden house. And Jehu followed 
after him, and said, Smite him also in tbe char- 
iot. And they did so” (27). - ` 

Jehoram, king of Israel, and Ahaziah, king of 
Judah, were thus slain at the same time. Jehu 
succeeded Jehoram; Athalia succeeded Abaziah, 
reigned six years, and was in turn succeeded by 
Joash. Jehu had thus reigned six years over 
Israel when Joash became king of Judah. As 

` Jehoram reigned twelve years, from the death of 
Ah ziah [of Israel] to the accession of Joash, 
then, was eighteen years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Joash, Judah’s sovereigns reigned as fol- 
lows : Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 
years—a total of fifteen years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the reign of 
Joash was eighteen years, and from the death of 
Jehoshaphat to the reign of Joash was fifteen 
years, Jehoshaphat therefore died three years 
after Ahaziah died. . > 

T: 

“In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz 
king of Israel reigned Amazial the son of Joash 
king of Judah” (2 Kings xiv, 1). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Amaziah the reigns of Israel’s kings were: 
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 
years, Joash 2 years. 12 years+28 years+17 
years+2 years=89 years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Amaziah, Judah’s kings reigned—Joram 
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash 
40 years. 8 years+1 year+6 years+40 years= 
55 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Amaziah was fifty-nine years, and from the 
death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of Ama- 
ziah was fifty-five years, Jehoshaphat therefore 
died four years after Ahaziah died: 


8. 


“And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to 
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab 
king of Israel” (1 Kings xxii, 41). 

If Ahab reigned twenty-two years and Jehosh- 
aphat began to reign in the fourth year of 
Ahab’s reign, Jehoshaphat had reigned eighteen 
years when Ahab died, and twenty years when 
Ahaziah died. As Jehoshaphat reigned twenty- 
five years, he therefore died jive years after Aha- 
ziah died. 

9. 


“ Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years 
over Israel” (1 Kings, xxii, 51). 

If Ahaziah began to reign in the seventeenth 
year of Jehoshaphat and reigned two years before 
he died, he died in the nineteenth year of Je- 
hoshaphat’s reign. As Jehoshaphat reigned 
twenty-five years, he therefore died six years 

-after Ahaziah died. 
10. 


“Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth 
he Jehoshaphat king of Judah” (2 Kings 
iii, 1). 

If Ahaziah died and Jehoram became king in 
the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat’s reign, Je- 
hoshaphat therefore died seven years after Aha- 
ziah died. 

11. 

“Tn the second year of Pekah the son of Re- 
maliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of 
Uzziah [Azariah] king of Judah to reign” (2 
Kings xv, 32). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the beginning 


of Jotham’s reign the following were the reigns 
of Israel’s kings: Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 
years, Jehoahaz 17 years, Joash 16 years, Jero- 
boam 41 years, Zachariah and Shallum 1 year, 
Menahem lu years, Pekahiah 2 years, Pekah 2 
years. 12 years+28 years+17 years+16 years 
—41 years+i year+10 years+2 years+2 years 
=129 years. . 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the begin- 
ing of Jotham’s reign the following were the 
reigns of Judah’s kings: Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 
1 year, Athalia 6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah 
29 years, Azariah 52 years. 8 years+1 year+6 
years+40 years+2Y years+52 years= 186 years. 

If from the death of Ahazian to the begiuning 
of Jotham’s reign was oue hundred aud twenty- 
nine years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat 
to the beginning of Jotham’s reign was one hun- 
dred and thirty-six years, Jehoshaphat there- 
fore died seven years before Ahaziah died. 

12. 

“In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah 
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jero- 
boam reign over Israel” (2 Kings xv, 8). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Zachariah the reigns of Israel’s kings were: 
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jeloahaz 17 
years, Joash 16 years, Jeroboam 41 years. 12 
years+.8 years+I7 years+16 years—4l1 years 
=114 years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Zachariah the reigns of Judah’s kings 
were: Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 
6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Aza- 
riah 38 years. ð years+1 year+6 years+40 
years+29 years+38 years= 122 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Zachariah was one hundred and fourteen 
years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat to the 
accession of Zachariah was one hundred and 
twenty-two years, Jehoshaphat therefore died 
eight years before Ahaziah died. 


Secularism Under Socialism. 

1. Will church property be maintained atthe expense of 
the whole people under Socialism? 

2. Will clergymen travel on half fare on railroads, as at 
present, or will they have any favors shown them? 

3. Will the maintenance of the clericals be charged up 
against the countless Christian sects, or will the whole 
people, which includes the Agnostics and Freethinkers, 
nave to support them? WALTER BREEN. 

As the public will own all capital, it naturally 
follows that it will own the land and the build- 
ings. The use of the buildings could be had by all 
people on the same terms, by any person or persons 
agreeing to pay for the use of it. Any congrega- 
tion could thus have the use of any public build- 
ing by paying to the public the cost of such use. 
(he minister, if he were taken from public indus- 
try for the especial use of some sect, would have 
his time service charged to those who would 
solicit it, and thus the public would release him 
from any public duty. This is really a correct 
method of what is now done in a haphazard man- 
ner. A church or any other special paper could 
be printed in the interest of any sect or aggrega- 
tion of citizens by the subscribers agreeing to 
have taken from them such a percentage of their 
time as would equal the time of the public diverted 
in the printing department for the special use of 
the sect or aggregation of citizens. The editors 
of such paper would be secured in the same equit- 
able manner as the minister. The whole thing is 
merely a matter of bookkeeping, that each shall 
have his own, to do with as he pleases, so long as 
such action shall not interfere with a like liberty 
of one’s fellows. As for favors in transportation, 
the fares would be so low and the returns for 
labor so large that no one would be low enough 
to want such service free.—Appeal to Reason. 


Orthodox Kurds. 


A band of 400 Kurds burned twelve villagesin Armenia 
and carried off all the young girls to their harems, All the 
males captured were butchered.—Asscciate Press Dis- 
patch. ; 

These Kurds seem to be imitating- the treat- 
ment accorded the Midianites, as described in 
Numbers xxxi, 17,18.—Denison, Tex., Gazatteer. 


Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United 
States, is getting a lot of flattery just now from 
the popular press. But until he apologizes for 
calling Thomas Paine, who made possible the 
office Mr. Roosevelt now fills, “a filthy little Athe- 
ist,” he will get no good words from The Truth 
Seeker. There is nothing meaner than a slanderer 
of the living or dead. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club. 


FREEDOM OF SPEECH DEFENDED. 


“One generation passeth away, and another 
generation cometh: but the earth abideth for 
ever.” The same is true of the Liberal Club. 
Things come and go; ideas, principles, hopes, and 
aspirations spring into existence, grow, mature, 
die, and are replaced by others, but the Liberal ` 
Club continues to be a platform for free discus- 
sion and ‘‘ abideth for ever ” as the home of the 
hobbyist and the lair of the crank. And this is 
just as it should be; for cranks move the world, 
and it is doubtful whether the solar system could 
exist without the Liberal Club. Let us therefore 
attend its meetings and do all we can to make the 
coming season a success. 

The first meeting was held in the Club’s old 
place of worship (German Masonic Hall, 220 E. 
Fifteenth street) on October 4. Mr. Walker pre- . 
sided and, before introducing the speaker of the 
evening, made a few remarks explaining the aims 
and objects of the Club. This is a Freethought 
club, he said; not Freethought in the sense merely 
of antagonism to this or that dogma or set of dog- 
mas, but Freethought in the sense of affirmation 
and defense of the freedom of utterance of 
thought, without which freedom of thought itself 
is but a name. The Liberal Club holds that, no 
matter how wild or intemperate the utterance, it 
is better in the long run that it be an utterance 
than a thought suppressed by force. On the other 
hand, in order that freedom of expression may be 
maintained and its range extended, it behooves 
all lovers of liberty to give oppressors or would- 
be oppressors as little excuse as possible for mov- 
ing tor a more rigid censorship. This Club is com- 
mitted to no system or theory of religion, morals, 
economics, or politics. While nearly all its sup- 
porters are Rationalists,it is maintained to furnish 
a forum for honest discussion. Freedom of speech 
is of vastly more importance than is any theory or 
system of religion or politics or morals that has 
been advocated here or may be in the future, be- 
cause free speech, free examination and compar- 
ison, alone gives opportunity for free and wise 
choice. . 

Next followed an address by: Mr. Moses Oppen- 
heimer, who spoke on ‘‘ The Struggle for Free 
Speech.” His lecture was a masterly review of 
the fight for free speech in the past and an earnest 
warning for the future. The idea of freedom is 
comparatively modern. In ancient society the 
conception of freedom of thought and speech was 
impossible. All knowledge was in the keeping 
of a limited class of people. To advance any idea 
in conflict with that held by the priests was con- 
sidered an offense against God. Think of Huss, 
Savonarola, Bruno, and thousands of others who 
perished at the stake or were tortured to death in 
the dungeons of the Inquisition! We shudder 
when we read of the barbarism of the past, and 
are inclined to congratulate ourselves upon our 
superiority; but is it true that we have reached 
the fundamental conception of liberty? Listen to 
the voice of the pulpit! Do not many of our cler- 
gymen rush to fasten the guilt of one person upon 
a large number of people? But do they pause to 
consider what a dangerous weapon they wield? 
Who can tell which is the lasting impression that 
molds the mind of man? If we adopt the tactics of 
the pulpit, may we not with equal plausibility say 
that the gospel of “strenuous life ” was responsi- 
ble for Czolgosz’s deed? Again, the doctrine of 
regicide is plainly advanced in the Blble. Read 
Judges iii; 2 Kings ix. The man who instructed 
Jehu to “smite the house of Ahab ” was sent, not 
by Emma Goldman, but by Elisha the prophet. 
The example set by those ‘‘men of God” was 
acted upon throughout all Christendom. In face of 
these facts, how can our clergymen stand up and 
denounce innocent people, claiming at the same 
time that the Bible is the inspired word of God? 

Some people assume that freedom of thought 
came through the Reformation; but this is not 
correct. Luther had no conception of real freedom. 
The struggle for free speech was a slow and pain- 
ful battle. To-day in some of our states wé may 
fearlessly “blaspheme ” the old Christian trinity; 
but let any one dare to blaspheme the modern 
trinity, the state, the family, and private property, 
and the pulpit will demand that the heretic shall 
be silenced by force. And yet the state and the 
family as we have them now are not the same 
that they were ages ago, and private property is 
a creation of law. Why should it be a crime to 
criticise these institutions? There is a conspiracy 
on foot to strangle .free speech; the work is dons 
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stealthily, and it is the duty of all lovers of the 
haman race to rise and protest against it. 

The speeches which followed Mr. Oppenheim- 
er’s able address were an indorsement of the lect- 
nrer’s position. Dr, Leverson said that over fifty 
years ago he had the honor of being called a 
traitor by the London Times, and has always been 
a fighter for liberty. Mr. Chamberlain referred to 
the case of the publishers of Free Society, of the 
Home, Wash., colonists, and others. Mr. Horr 
facetlously demanded that Congress should pass 
a law denying the Bible mail privileges. Mr. 
Lepson defended free speech on the ground that 
no one knows the truth, and that we may worship 
to-morrow what we condemn to-day. Dr. Foote 
read a sensible article from the Public of Chicago, 
Mc. Walker stated that the charge of obscenity 
brought against the publishers of Discontent was 
only a pretext for the suppression of free speech. 

This week Dr. Philip J. Reinle will lecture on 
“Chaos in Medicine.” 


. 


REBUKING A RECREANT EDITOR. | 


From Etta Semple’s paper, the Freethought Ideal and Vindicator, 


Of all the cold, cruel, traitor-like anarchists we 
can now recall, are editions of a little two-by-four 
throughout this “land of the free and the home 
of the brave,” who cower and cringe and fawn 
before this band of intimidators, simply because 
_ they fear their scalps on account of parts they 
have played in the past. 
here in south-eastern Kansas, another is published 
in Lexington, Ky., by C.C. Moore, called the 
Blne Grass Blade. 

A few years ago Mr. Moore was arrested, tried (?), 
and thrown into jail, and was sent to the peniten- 
tiary. He made a mighty fight over the treedom 
of the press here in free America. He quoted 
verbatim constitutional laws, statutory laws, and 
moral laws to prove that he had a right to publish 
anything that he saw fit to pay the typo for set- 
ting up. He posed before the Liberal pnblic asa 
martyr. He asked for financial aid and moral aid 
aod mental aid to help him defeat his enemies. 
His appeal was not in vain; his many friends ral- 
lied to his support manfully, feeling that he was 
being persecuted instead of being prosecuted. 
They stood by him in his fight for free speech, 
free thought, and free press. Now he turns 
auarchist along with the rest. No, no, not that, zot 
that, he turns ¢raztor to his friends, and without 
even stopping to consider how Judas betrayed his 
master, how Brutus killed Cæsar, he plunges his 
knife to the hilt in the bosom of the very ones 
who helped him in his fight for free press and 
makes a loud-mouthed demand to destroy their 
press, imprison the editors —nay, he wants to hang 
them all, and wants Kentucky to be the state 
selected to furnish the hemp. All this without 
ever considering or inquiring into the facts of 
whether his friends were ever in sympathy with 
the murderer who killed our late President. 

C. C. Moore was once a preacher. We read 
about the lion and the lamb lying down together. 
We read about the hog returning to its wallow, 
and the dog returning to its vomit; but we never 
expected to see the day when C. C. Moore would 
do likewise. Read the following extracts, and 
then judge if C. C. Moore and the preachers are 
not pulling together in a true brotherly fashion : 


DAMN ALL ANARCHISTS. Squelch all of their pa- 
pers, such as Free Society and Discontent. Swipe out the 
whole iafernal, cowardly, treacherous gang of assassins, 
and arrest, as a suspect, any man or woman who calls 
himself or herself an Anarchist. l 

The price of hemp is so low that we Kentucky farmers 
can hardly afford to raise it, and telephone poles with 
nice cross arms to them are thick all over the country. 
Give us a boom in the hemp business by hanging every 
Anarchist in America to the nearest telephone pole. Of 
course you could hang them with wire, but don’t encour- 
age trusts by using wire. Use hemp and help out ole 
Kaintuck.— Blue Grass Blade. 


The pulpit stands ready to-day, with one accord, 
to crush out Freethought even by the rack, the 
. stocks, the screw, the stake, or the gallows. But 
some of our most blatant, loud-mouthed erstwhile 
Liberals (?) rush pell. mell into the trap set—yes, 
a horrible trap baited with the life-blood of a man 
—and taking np the cry of the Christian fanatic, 
want to burn, hang, nay, tear out the tongues and 
gouge out the eyes of a few who would aid them 
if they could. Avaunt, traitors! The time to try 
our true worth is when a terrible crisis isat hand, 
not when everything is working smoothly and 
calmly. Mene, mene, tekel upharsin. Thou are 
weighed in the balance and art found wanting. 


Henry White, the new treasurer of the A-S. U., 
is president of the Washington Secular League. 


One of these belongs- 


Scripture by the Ton. 


Count Otant’s representative who visited China 
during the campaign, says the Japan Daily Mail, 
received the Lama Scripture preserved in the 
Yong-ho-kung at Pekin. * Received ” is a en- 
phemistic way of stating the tact. It is the ex- 
pression useda by Japanese papers in describing 
the manner of tHe gesipture’s transfer. But the 
accounts originally transmitted were not of a 
Character to stiggest ordinary giving and taking. 
They spoke of the Japanese Budanists as very 
anxious to remove this cclebrated scripture, and 
of General Yamagucht as re:asing to sanction the 
operation, Rumor tien represented the Volumes 
as sufficiently namerous and bulky to load twenty 


pack horses, so by whatever process the scripture: 


was secured, its tranemission to Japan was no 
smali undertaking. In Japan it now is, however, 
together with two big ieccerns used for reading 
the tomes, Kaci volume measures 3 feet by I 
foot, and bears om it, cover elaborate Buddhist 
illuminations. The binding is in rich brocade, 
and the printing was done in tne Wanlieh era ot 
the Ming dynasty with wooden types which were 
subsequently destroyed by fire. ‘here are said 
to be several thousands ot volumes, and the total 
weight is estimated at from tourteen to fifteen 
tons. The larger of the two lecterns is 12 fcet in 
length, 3 feet wide and 4 feet high. The smaller 
is 7 feet square. Both are maae entirely of red 
sandal woou and are covered with elaborate caiv- 
ings of dragons and floral scrolls. 


The Roll of Hunor. 


The following additional contributions for the 
Congress iund-have been receivea: 


S Rittenberg........ $xr oo E W McFadden..... $2 o0 
FE Dahistrom........ 100 W Y Buck........... 5 00 
J B Beattie.......... 1 00 . Russell Marston... .. 20 00 
E H Owen.-........ 3 00 - Charie» Bayrhoffer.. 2 oo 
G W Whittemore.... 200 ‘Lhure Wonlfort...... I 00 
Mrs. A J Scnofisid .. 2 o0 Mrs. M Rapp........ 2 00 
George W Olney..... 200 B B Sybert........-. I oo 
LG Reed.........., 200 LP Maxam......... I 00 
J GSchumann...... 200 Patrick Blanchard... 1 00 
isaac DeYoung...... 100 T Theodore Colwick I oo 
Dr. ES Taylur...... 500 CH Hammond...... 2 00 
W A Bogard......... 1o00 William A Griswold. 2 00 
Elisha Hall......... I o0 Tobias Sigel......... I 00 
P Westerland........ 1. 00 Charles H Jones..... I 00 
E R Brown.......... 100 James Vincent....... 100 
TJ Andrews........ 100 A Friend......+..... 50 
E D Nauman........ 1 00 F Portugal.......... 2 00 
A J Culver.......... 200 J M Settle........... 2 00 
P Franzman......... 200 Jj W Lear........... 50 
William H Wrenn... 1 00 A Wood........05. 2 00 
Lurana W Sheidon.. 100 john Bulmer........ 4 00 
A E Wochele........ 3 00 SS Bryan,.-........ I 00 
Maria P Schofield..... 5 00 LA Griswold....... 5 00 
Wm Horsfall........ 1 00 Robt Schreiber...... I 00 
HL Wilson......... 1 o0, A MacInnes...;..... 5 00 
J E Johnston........ 100 James Hughes....... I 00 
Wo Christian....... 50 L Brownfield........ I 00 
M M Tarbell.......- 5 00 Copley Cottrell...... 2 00 
Gilbert Lincoln..... to o0 L Schlegel.......... I 00 
E M Sheldon........ too Albert H Hoyt...... 5 00 
Clark Burchard...... y o0 Squire Rolfe......... 5 00 
Thos Patrick:+:-:- .. 200 Chas Wagner.......- 1 50 
C W Slocum......... 50 E P Bosworth....... 2 00 
L Coenr.......s-008: 75 Mrs. J E Marden.... 3 00 
M H Gold......-+505 Iı o0 P Woodhouse. ....... 2 00 
W Hengartner......- Io o0 Charles Hunter...... I 00 
L C Stewart......... 100 John Moore.......... 2 00 


E. C. REICHWALD, Sec. A. S. U. 
Chicago, Oct. 5, 1901. 


The first number of Public Welfare, an “advo- 
cate of what the editor believes to be right,” is 
received from Salt Lake City. The editor whose 
beliefs concerning the righteousness of things 
will determine the policy of Public Welfare is our 
old acquaintance (through his paper Living 
Issues) Warren Foster, whom the voters in his 
congressional district downed for an Infidel when 
they elected Roberts, the Mormon polygamist, to 
the national House of Representatives. 


Our Texas contemporary, the Searchlight, re- 
publishes Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Declaration of the Free,” 
with the comment that ‘‘ Mr. Ingersoll had been 
at work on the poem the morning of the day his 
death came.” This is inaccurate. The poem was 
finished in February, 1899, and given to The 
Truth Seeker for publication in June. Colonel 
Ingersoll died on July 21 of that year. 


The opening of the Liberal University at Sil- 
verton, Or., on September 30 was announced in 
the Torch of Reason of September 26. The editor 
of the Torch declares with confidence that the 
University “is here to live and succeed.” 


Hypnotism and Witchcraft. 


Dispel the ignorance and we find agreement 
where people have made violent war on one an- © 
other. We should do our part to feed all hn- 
manity, to educate and liberalize their minds. 

A modern professor in a famous college in the 
United States teaches hypnotism and how to use 
it on a person at a distance unknown to the per- 
son operated on as follows: “ You should try to 
influence a person at a distance when he is ina 
receptive condition only. Just betore he goes to 
sleep, or just after meals, when he is resting, isa 
good time to try it. Some persons are more sns- 
ceptible than others. In some cases it requires 
months to bring about desired results; in other 
cases they are secured instantly. It is accom- 
plished as follows: If you have a picture of the 
person you wish to influence, look at it, at the 
root of the nose, the same as yon would if the 
person were present. Or if you have no photo- 
graph, call np a mental picture of the person you 
wish to affect. Look at the root of the nose or 
between the eye-brows, just the same as yon 
would if he were present. Speak mentally to the 


. person, commanding him or her to do as yon de- 


sire. In attempting this, do not not command the 
subject at one time to do something and then 
wonder the next moment whether he will do it or 
not. Do not allow any other thoughtr to enter 
your mind, becanse, by doing so, you destroy the 
effects produced by the first thoughts. Repeat it 
two or three times a day. This can be done 
withont the subject’s knowledge. Marvelous re- 
sults have been obtained throngh this mode.” 

We may turn to the conrt records of Massa- 
chusetts in the year 1688 and find evidence that 
the witches knew how so use telepathy and hyp- 
notism in as scientific a manner as some of our 
able professors of this age. r 

THE IRISH WITCH. 

“She was a washerwoman, old and ignorant 
and poor. She spoke a strange language. She 
knew herself to be a witch. In 1688, four children 
in one family living in Boston began to be afflicted 
with pains in various parts of their bodies. A feat- 
ure of thelr symptoms was the fact that the same 
part was affected at the same time in each of the 


‘children, though the children’ were separated 


from one another. First, one of the children was 
affected, then another, until all were affected at 
once. 

“Her house was searched while she was on trial, 
aud several images were found and brought to the 
court. She acknowledged that her mode of tor- 
menting the objects of her malice was to wet the 
tips of her fingers with spittle, and stroke these 
little images and think and mutter about the chil- 


‘dren. As she illustrated her method in the court, 


a child in the room was taken with fits. On repeat- 
ing the experiment, the same result followed. She 
gave Cotton Mather the names of four persons 
who formed a battery with her in her witchcraft 
operations. 

“On the 16th of November, 1688, she was hauled 
in a cart, stared at and mocked at, through the 
principal streets from her prison to the gallows, 
which at that time were erected on Boston Com- 
mon. There she was hanged.” 

We may turn to more ancient history and learn 
that educated men and women had a knowledge 
of witchcraft (hypnotism), taught its nse, and 
used it. 

The Talmud is composed of the important 
teachings of the Jewish rabbis from about 1,000 
years B.C. to 500 years A.D. In it we find re- 
corded : 

“ None were elected to sit in the High Counci 
of the Sanhedrim except men of stature, of wis- 
dom, of imposing appearance, and of mature age 
men who knew witchcraft and several languages, 
in order that the High Council of the Sanhedrim 
should have no need of an interpreter.” 

“« Ninety-nine die from an evil mind for one 
who dies in the usual manner.” 7 

“The women of Israel in later generations 
lapsed into the practice of witchcraft.” 

“ Yohana, the daughter of Ratibi, was a widow 
who bewitched women in their confinement.” 

Pages could be given to prove that witchcraft, 
hypnotism, Mental Science, Christian Science, 
and Holy Ghost were the same, viz., spirit or 
spirits. ZENO. 

Boston, Mass. 


a AE E OEE 

The Ingersoll Secular Society of Boston began 
its fall mecting in Appleton Hall, Paine Memo- 
rial, on Sunday, Oct. 6. This society has a resi- 
dent speaker, the Rev. J. P. Bland, who gave 
nearly forty lectures last year. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Readers desirous of communicating with 
the writers of the letters in this depart- 
ment may address them in care of The 
Truth Seeker, 28 Lafayette Place, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be 
readdressed ind forwarded. 


Beliefs of the Presidents. 
From the Daily Capital, DesMoines, Ia. 


Washington, John Adams, Madison, 
Monroe, W. H. Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, 
Fillmore, Pierce, and Arthur were Episco- 
palians; Jackson, Polk, Buchanan, Cleve- 
land, and Ben Harrison were Presbyter- 
iaus; the two Adamses were Congregation- 
alists; Jefferson was a Liberal; Van Buren 
was a Reformed Dutch; Johnson, though 
not a church member, was of Methodist be- 
lief; Garfield was a Christian, or Disciple, 
while Lincoln, Grant, and McKinley were 
Methodists. 


‘Tne Capital is in receipt of a letter from 
one of its readers at Allerton calling for 
proof of our assertion that Lincoln and 
Grant and McKinley were Methodists. 
Tne letter refers specifically to an article 
app2aring upon this page in which the vo- 
eauons, ages, churco affliations, etc., of 
tne presidents were given. Lincoln, Grant, 
and McKinley were referred to as Method- 
ists. ‘Tne Capital did not say that their 
names Were on the church rolls, although 
the name of William McKinley has been 
upon the records since early youth. That 
fact, we believe, 1s too well known to‘ad- 
mit of controversy. President Lincoln was 
not a member of any church, yet he affili- 
ated a great deal with Methodists, and 
Bishop Charles H. Fowler of that denomi- 
nation was his ciose friend and spiritual 
adviser., Touching upon this very question 
the current issue of the New York Cnristian 
Advocate says: ‘Ulysses S. Grant was 
from boyhood an attendant and liberal 
supporter of the Methodist Episcopal 
chucen and its educational and other gen- 
eral enterprises, and long a trustee of the 
local society with which he worshiped, but 
he was not a communicant.” Besides, 
every one knows of the strong intimacy 
which existed between General Grant and 
Bishop John P, Newman of the Methodist 
church. ‘These are the bare facts of the 
case. The Capital cannot be drawn into 

` any speculative controversy as to what 
those men believed, It is enough to know 
that their fame is secure and the memory 
of their greatness and good deeds a perpet- 
ual benediction, 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 
I sent the Capital man the following, but 
he backs down: Cc. W. C. 


Epitor DesMorers Dairy CAPITAL: 
Your action on the question of the ‘* Meth- 
odism ” of Presidents Lincoln and Grant, 
so bravely asserted in the Capital a few 
days ago, and for which I called for proof, 
is so fair and commendable, as editors go, 
that I feel impelled to return thanks. But 
while I am doing so, let me ask you one 
more question —one of pure ethics—involv- 
ing nd one's religious views. Admitting, 
as you do, that it was alla mistake; that 
Lincoln and Grant were not Methodists, 
would it not have been still more graceful 
on your part to have apologized therefor 
ana promised to ‘‘do so no more?” But 
instead, you cite the friendly relations ex- 
isting between these men and certain Meth- 
Olists as jastifyinz their classification as 
Methodists themselves (‘‘straws,’’ ‘‘drown- 
ing men!’’), Way, I am friendly to most 
preachers, and with one ‘‘ Disciple” I am 
quite chummy, but I would be shocked to 
haar (and probably also the parson) that I 
am therefore a Campbellite. 

Tae truth is that this dishonest, tricky 
practice of religious people claiming every- 
thing in sight does much to bring religion 
into disrepute. How much more fair and 
straightforward it would have appeared on 
the part of the compiler of those statistics 
to have classed Lincoln and Grant with 
Jefferson as ‘‘ Liberals,’’ where they be- 
long, instead of as Methodists, for which 
there was no warrant! Many of the wisest, 
ablest, and best men have been Agnostics 
-and Daists, and those narrow sectaries who 
think all the wisdom and morality of earth 
summed up in their church creeds would 
better pose as moralists by frankly admit- 
ting it to be a fact, instead of persistently 
coupling what they call ‘‘ unbelief” only 
with crime or misconduct. Yours for 
‘‘ straight goods,”’ C. W. CLARK. 

Allerton, Ia. 


Good for Many Years, We Trust. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker 

Incloseå find $5. I wish you to send me 
your book of ‘‘Forms and Ceremonies” 
for funerals, as I expect to die some time 
before long, and I am quite determined 
that no orthodox tribe shall have the ban- 
dling of me after I am dead. (You can 
place the balance on my subscription.) 

I cordially indorse almcst all I read in 
The Truth S:eker. I think you will be re- 
warded in some way for your arduous labor 
to educate the people, but it seems to be a 
matter of very slow growth. It seems to 
me we must have morémen like Ingersoll 
who could bring the wonderful evolution 
theory before the public in such a way that 
they could not but indorse it. 

I will be sevefhty-four years old rext 
April. I have been a life-long disbeliever 
in the doctrine of endless misery. My 
health is better now than it was four years 
ago. My father lived to be eighty-four 
years old, and I possibly may stard it for 
awhile yet. Yours truly, 

New York. J. L. MARTIN. 


The Proportional Ballot. 
To the Edıtor of The Truth Seeker. 

We have observed that you have gener- 
ously granted the Press-Writers a space of 
3,000 words in the columns of your paper 
on any subject that they think is of the 
most importance to the world. 


THE SURE BALLOT, 
I believe, isthe only thing ‘‘that will lift the 
cloud from ourcivilization,’’ as John Stuart 
Mill puts it, and therefore from any ros- 
trum I am willing to speak on this subject, 
and in the columns of any and every paper 
in which -I am generously granted space I 
am trying to support it with my pen. It’s 
the ballot to uplift humanity, for it will 
make human rights above ‘‘ vested rights;’’ 
it will abolish the boss in politics; it will 
put honest men in office; it will destroy the 
gerrymander and annihilate bribery and 
ballot-box stuffing, and when the people 
once rule by their real true representatives, 
and not as now by misrepresentatives, it 
will abolish poverty. 
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 

that gives every voter a preferential ballot 
system to elect not only the President of 
the United States, but every legislator, 
congressman, alderman, and councilman, 
will make the pec ple rulers ard will give a 
government for, of, and by ike peple. 

There are 79,000 lawyers in tke United 
States and 75,000,0co of tke kid ci 
“common pecple’’ that Lircoln said Gcd 
had made so mary of, ard cut ct rirety 
U. S, senators and three I urdied and sixty 
congressmen nine-tenths are lawyers; frcm 
President to secretary of war, and even the 
bootblacks in government service, we be- 
lieve both state and national, all are law- 
yers. Men whocram their brains with words 
to sell and never a care or thought how or 
what a mechanic, or farmer, or laborer 
wants, needs, or desires in the making or 
mending of the laws are law-makers and 
executors of the laws. Is it any wonderlaw 
has made some men worth millions, and 
law has made millions of men worth- 
less. 400,000 strikers for the right to 
have a law to permit them to organize 
labor unions may mean if this liberty is 
not guaranteed to them 4,000,000, and 
when that day comes to our nation it will 
be a crime. 

A SILENT REVOLUTION 

would be theeffect of the proportional] pref- 
erential ballot. When aman standing in a 
voting booth alone with God and his lead- 
pencil can mark his baltot 1 for his first 
choice; 2 for his second choice, and 3 for 
his third choice; and when the counting 
comes, and his first choice is not needed— 
because candidate is already elected, or is 
declared ‘‘ out’’ of the race by the judge of 
the election count—the voter's ballot is not 
thrown away as now, butthe second choice 
is taken if needed, or the third choice until 
that vote is used to elect somebody. 

No man’s vote is nulled by another’s; 
no man’s vote robs another of its true ef- 
fectiveness, and in Australia it is called the 
effective vote, in the United States the sure 
ballot. 

Belgium’s king has given his people a 
proportional ballot that has in one election 
demonstrated that the people will be able to 
rule if they are given the right suffrage 
laws. Switzerland in seven cantons has it. 


include God. 


Tasmania has used it in the election of her 
senators and representatives to the Federal 
Parliament of Australia, and the press of 
that island state of Australiais glorying in 
their great and pure democracy ibat has 
given every man a sure ballot and that 
every man can point with pride and truly 
say, ‘‘I have my own representative in our 
Federal Parliament.” 

Great minds are thinking, ‘We must 
have a leaven to purify the body _ politic,” 


“we must have a force to destroy bosses: 


and all the evils of combines and cliques of 
unprincipled politicians and the wicked 
rich.” And proportional representation is 
the only remedy. By effective votes can 
honest men take office and make and ad- 
minister the laws for all, and then will 
hate cease and peace will come to the 
hearts of many, and plenty always follows 
peace, ` AvvERGNE L. Astor, M. D. 
Astor Place, E. Oakland, Cal. 


Czolgosz and God. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker 

(The following comments were made 
just after Czolgosz’s indictment, and I 
think they still hold good.—O. J. R.) 

The attorneys for Czolgosz, I under- 
stand, propose to interpose the plea of in- 
sanity. Now, I think this proposed plea is 
a mistake. It certainly is wrong. If a 
crime has been committed, the indictment 
is not sweeping enough—others high in 
authority should have been included. I 
said “if a crime has been committed.” It 
may be that no crime has been committed. 
If what President McKinley said in his bed 
is true, then most certainly no crime has 
been committed. 


The President and the ministers agree 


that the killing was the ‘‘will of God,” that 
it was “God's way,” and that ‘‘we must 
bow submissively to his will.” And I wish 
to rise up and ask, if it was ‘‘God’s will,” or 
“God's way,” and that ‘way” ‘was all 
right,” how can Czolgosz be guilty of a 
crime? 

To make Czolgosz guilty of a crime you 
must make God guilty of a crime. Is it a 
crime to obey ‘‘God's will’’—to follow along 
“his way ?”’ : 

The ministers of the gospel all agree, I 
believe, that it is rot a crime, not even 
wrong, to obey the will of God. If so, why 
should Czolgorz be charged with wrong- 
doing? If Czolgosz is to be charged with 
wrong-doing, then certainly Gcd is to be 
charged, too, ard the indictment shculd 
It is not fairto indict Czol- 
gosz and let God go—that is if it is true, as 
President McKinley and the ministers say, 


that it “was God’s way,” and that ‘‘we | 


must bow submissive to his will.” 

The defense, as I have heard, is to be in- 
sanity. As I have said, that is all wrong, 
unless it is to be admitted that he who had 
it done, or by whose will it was done, isin- 
sane, too. 

Either God and Czolgosz were both in- 
sane when McKinley was shot, and the plot 


back of the shooting was the plot of a. 


couple of lunatics, or else God and Czol- 
gosz were not insane, and the plot to kill 
McKinley was all right. This conclusion 
is so fairly drawn and so straightly drawn 
that I do not see how the most astute doc- 
tor of divinity can reason around it. 

If God and Czolgosz were not insane 
when they plotted to kill President McKin- 
ley, and God is all-wise and just, then it is 
all wrong to punish Czolgosz, or even try 
him atall. They should not have even put 
him under indictment, because to indict 
him was to indict the wisdom and goodness 
and justice of God. The defense the attor- 
neys should make is not, therefore, insan- 
ity, but justification—justifflable homicide 
by a decree of God. 

Czolgosz should show, and his lawyers 
should show, that it was the act of God— 
that the accused was simply the instrument 
in the hands of Almighty God in the kill- 
ing of McKinley, that he was not insane at 
all. Inother words, they should show that 
he was the right hand of God, or rather 
God himself—Czolgosz being their author- 
ity; and there is plenty of evidence to that 
effect. 

His attorneys should show that, instead 
of lying under the charge of murder, he 
should go free, and not only free, but 
should be treated with especial considera- 
tion and honor, for he is justly entitled to 


. him alone. 


them, having been chosen as the instru- 

ment in the hands of Almighty God in 
bringing President McKinley into ‘‘the 
Master’s presence.” The President said 
himself that he wanted to be nearer God, 
and it certainly would be unreasonable 
and unjust. to punish the man God sent to 
bring him home. : 

They could well show that it would be 
not only an outrage, but a veritable swin- 
dle on justice, to sing praises to God and 
pray praises to him for bringing McKinley 
nearer to “ Him,” and then turn round 
and punish the man God selected to fetch 
him home. Yes, sir, it is unreasonable. — 

To honor God and disgrace Czolgosz is 
not right if it was God’s will to have the 
killing done, and President McKinley and 
the preachers agree that it was God’s will 
to have it done, or it would not have been 
done. ; ; 

Yes, indeed, the lawyers will make a 
mistake in setting up the pretext of insan- 
ity. That plea is a reflection on Czolgosz. 
It stigmatizes his mind. It practically 
makes him out a nobody. The other plea 
would glorify him and make him the equal 
of Abraham and others who obeyed God’s 
will; and there is no doubt that he obeyed 
God’s will. The lawyers can not only quote 
President McKinley himself, who said that- 
it was ‘‘God’s will,’’ but about all the 
prayers that have gone up to the ‘‘throne 
of grace” since the hour of the shooting, — 
as authority on which to ask for an ac- 
quittal. l 

No, indeed, it won’t do to honor the 
king, as it were, and then kill his duly ac- 
credited agent. To dothatis a good deal 
like killing the bearer of a flag of truce 
and then expecting to have the kindly favor 
of him who sent it. 

By all means let the lawyers plead the 
facts and the law in the case, as outlined 
by the prayers and songs and sermons. If 
they will do this, they certainly will be able 
to ‘‘clear” Czolgosz. 

My own private opinion is that God was 
mistaken in having McKinley killed. I 
think he did wrong. He should have let 
While I am not a Republican, 
and have not been for a good many years, 
yet I will be candid enough to say that in 
many things McKinley has done very well 
—almost as well as I could have done 
myself. And so I say God should have let 
him alone. 

If I had been able to give God any ad- 
vice on the subject, I would have said: 
“Don’t kill McKinley for not being an 
anarchist; rebuke him for being in this age 
of the world a whisky-man; that is, for al- 
lowing this business to flourish in the army 
and navy, and to go on without his presi- 
dential protest in the country, and at a 
time, too, when all science has pronounced 
against it.” 

Cincinnati, O. Orin J. Ross. 

Mrs, Austin Has Her Say. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

We are strangers, but I am not modest 
about addressing a stranger when I have 
something tosay. I am heartily disgusted 
with The Truth Seeker editorial on the 
assassination of McKinley. It sounds 
cowardly and it sounds hypocritical. 

If the ‘‘enactment of repressive laws” 
would be ‘‘proper enough to protect our 
representatives,” how can anything that is 
thus proper work ‘‘injustice to innocent 
people’? Wouldn’t it be more in line with 
common sense to protest fat/y against the 
enactment of repressive laws, which can- 
not be right or proper under any circum- 
stances? 

Besides, I cannot see as our representa- 
tives deserve special laws for their protec- 
tion any more than the hod-cariier or day 
laborer, who on the whole is a far more 
useful member of society. 

I am sorry to see The Truth Seeker grow 
rabid in its denunciation of Czolgosz. The 
line of reasoning adopted by the Editor, 
namely, that Czolgosz cannot complain at 
the infliction of the death penalty, because 
he resorted to ‘‘deadly weapons; that if he 
could reason he had the right to use them, 
then he must admit others have the same 
right’’—this line of reasoning, I say, is 
probably the one Czolgosz followed. The 
ruling classes murder men, year in and 
year out, legally of course. Their first 
resort in every difficulty is deadly weapons. 

Czolgosz simply followed their example, 
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He presumed it was his duty and a benefit 
to humanity to remove a certain man, and 
hedidit. The man had never harmed him 
directly, it is true; neither had the culprit 
in the felon’s dock who received the death 
sentence from a murderous judge ever 
harmed that judge directly, but the judge 
presumed he had a duty to perform in re- 
moving that man, and he didit. I can see 
no difference in the two acts; both are the 
wilful taking of human life, but if obliged 
to choose between the two I should say 
Czolgosz’s motive was the nobler of the 
two. His act meant self-destruction, and 
this proved his sincerity to a mistaken idea 
of duty. On the other hand, no judge would 
sentence another man to death, if the sen- 
tence meant his own doom. This proves 
that their idea of duty is a hypocritical 
pretense. ‘The assertion in the editorial 
that “the savage has assassinated our lib- 
erties as well as our representative and 
there is but one deserved fate for him, 
death!" has a good old-fashioni d iity to 
it, something like “an eye for an eye,” 
etc. Perhaps if the ruling class wouid set 
a less bloodthirsty example before men, 
there would not be these few occasions to 
weep and wail over the untimely taking off 
of one of their number. That talk about 
‘‘assassinating our liberties” is bombast. 
No man can kill liberty. The spirit of 
liberty will die only when the race is ex- 
tinct. 

For three weeks the pulpit and press of 
this country have so far surpassed Czol- 
gosz in their exhibition of murderous frenzy 
that the latter seems an angel of lightin 
comparison. ‘They have done their best to 
incite the mob spirit in the ignorant fanat- 
ics, and /Azs while innocent men and 
women are underarrest, with no shadow of 
evidence against them. ‘The Press hasso 
lied about and vilified an innocent woman 
that, zf acguztted, her life isin danger. Yet 
you infernal headlights of The Truth 
Seeker dare not write an editorial in con- 
demnation of this spirit, or say one word 
in defense of our imprisoned comrades, 
whom you now to be innocent. I'd hate 
to feel as small as you must, and I know 
you will not get angry at anything I say, 
for you will feel you deserve zt. One con- 
solation: I learned in The Truth Secker 
news items who that miserable cur John J. 
O’Rorke is. His letter is circulating far 
and wide in the press, and unspeakably de- 
fames Emma Goldman. Theone who made 
the comment, ‘‘ that his statement so far as 
the Manhattan Liberal Clubis concerned 
isa lie,’’ might just as well have said the 
whole letter is a /ze. O’Rorke is a fine 
specimen of humanity; no use wa‘tirg 
breath condemning Czolgosz while sùil as 
he disgrace the earth. 

Well, I’ve said my say, and I feel heart- 
sick over the cowardice and brutality of 
thisage. Sincerely yours, 


Caplinger Mills, Mo. KATE AUSTIN, 


The Minister Is Mistaken. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

In talking with a Unitarian minister I 
made the remark that it was too bad that 
the missionaries had caused so much 
trouble in China, and he immediately de- 
nied their having caused it. Now, I would 
like to know whether I am right or not. 
This minister says that occasionally the 
missionaries have overstepped their bounds, 
perhaps, but asa class they have not caused 
the trouble. I called his attention to what 
Mark Twain says about them and he as- 
serts that Mark Twain has taken back all 
of the important things he has said in con- 
nection with the trouble and declares him- 
self sorry for having said them. Respect- 
fully, CHARLES B. MAYNARD. 

Massachusetts. 

[It is generally granted that the mission- 
aries did their part in stirring up the discon- 
tent which resulted in the Chinese war. 
That they attacked the Chinese is of course 
not claimed; it was their presence in the 
country, attacking and denouncing the re- 
ligion and customs of the natives, as well 
as their assumption of power, backed by 
guns and warships, that led to the uprising. 
A Jesuit missionary, exiled by the govern- 
ment of the Kaiser, was killed during a 
riot, and Gərmany made the circumstance 
the basis for extortionate claims on China, 
even going so far as to compel the Chinese 
government to erect a memorial chapel to 
the dead Jesuit. That the missionaries 
were hated by the Chineseas Christians ag 
well as foreigners is shown by the fact tha 


their native converts were mobbed and in 
some cases killed, which would not have 
occurred had the Boxers’ animosity been 
confined to foreigners. The minister 
quoted by our correspondent is wholly mis- 
taken about Mark Twain taking anything 
back. On the contrary, Mark Twain reit- 
erates his original accusations against the 
missionaries, and makes his statements 
stronger every time he repeats them, And 
he has not said that he is sorry.—Ep. T. S.] 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line (seven words to line) $ .10 
Por inch...... ETTE 1.00 
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On advertisements to run three months and 
over special terms will be given -n application 
Terms, cash withcopy. Thecirculation of The 
Truth Seeker is a general one, all over this 
country and to Europe and the East,and any one 
having a shipping business of any sort wiil find 
i‘ a profitable medium. 


STANDARD BOOKS RE. 
DUCED IN PRICE. 


The Diegesis. 
Rev. ROBERT ‘ie ee and M.R.CS. 


Being a Discovery of the Origin, Evidences,and 
Early History of Christianity, never yet before 
or elsewhere so fully and faithfull v set forth, 

The book was written while the author was 
imprisoned in Oakham jail for heresy, in 1829. 

we octavo, cloth, 440 pages, price reduced 
to $1.50. 


Good Sense; 


OR 


Natural Ideas Opposed to Su- 
vernatural. 


This is atranslation by H. D. Robinson of a 
work entitled ** Le Bon Sens,” atiributed by the 
translator to Baron D’'Holpach. By others it is 
alleged to have been written by Voltaire, and 
still others attribute it to Jean Meslier, and it is 
published as by him under the title of “ Supersti- 
tion in all Ages.” Whether Mesher was Voltaire 
or D’Hoibach, or himself, the work is a very 
sharp arraignment ot the church ana theology. 

12m0., cloth, 220 pages. price reduced to 75 cents 


Ihe Secret Instructions of 
ihe Jesuits, 


FROM AN EDITION OF 1723. 


The work is redolent of Jesuit craft, and 
is a plain index to the chicanery, dishonesty, 
and underhand working ot that order 
against the welfare ot individuals and 
society. 

The edition of 1723, quoted by the highest 
authorities as authentic, was so far as possi- 
ble purchased and 

SUPPRESSED BY THE JESUITS. 

Our reprint is from a copy of the book 


secured at a sale of rare works, and it is 
doubtful that another could be found, 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Albert Stickney s Books. 


Democratic Government. A Study 
of Politics. 166 pages. 12moọ, $1. 

It is throughout thoroughly American, and 
shows the democratic training that has made 
New England life so forceful in all parts of the 
country. It will arouse interest because of its 
freshness and sensible patriotism. 


the Political Problem. 
I2mo, $1. 


The principles of needed reform, he argues, 
are these: The popular assembly is the organ 
whereby any people must utter its judgment 
and its will. Administration must have only 
one head, The popular assembly of each people 
must have supreme control ot all its public 
affairs, its administrative methods, its adminis- 
trative head, and its own members, 


195 pag 


A True Republic. 272 pp. t2mo, $1. 

Very suggestive. He sketches the different 
kinds of government people have lived under 
and reviews our own, Every thinking Americar 


should read it. 
Address THE TRUTF SEEKER CO 


Teachings of Jesus 


Not Adapted to Modern Civilization, 
With the True Character of Mary Magdalen 
By George W. Brown, M.D. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. Price, rs cents 


For sale at this office. 


REMSBURQ’S PIANO AGENCY. 


Lowest prices in America. Has patrons from 
Maine to California. Pianos shipped anywhere 
Nopay till tested, Send for particulars. 

T. E. REMSBUR@ & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


INGERSOLL ® AS ® HE #@IS. 


The Truth About the Life, Works, and Character of COL. R. G. INGER- 
SOLL with 


A refutation of the baseless and false calumnies, libels, and slanders invented and 


circulated by the clergy of the United States and elsewhere. 


The work covers the career 


of Colonel Ingersoll in WAR, POLITICS, AND PRIVATE AND PUBLIU LIFE. 
It disproves all the statements contained in the slanders of his clerical vilifiers. 


a%» Compiled with the approval and assistance of the family of Colonel Ingersoll. 


196 pp. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


RICHARDS’ BUST OF PAINE 


Ernst Haeckel’s 


David Richards, the sculptor, who died 
in the summer of 1848, executed many well- 
known works in marble. A few years ago 
he made a statuette of Paineof which Lut a 
few casts were taken, one of them being 
preserved and highly prized by Colonel 
Ingersoll. 

This BUST OF PAINE was made asa 
model for a large statue to be erected as a 
national monument to Paine. Mr. Rich- 
ards possessed a death-mask of Paine, 
which with the paintings in existence en- 
abled him to produce an accurate likeness 
of Paine, and his genius as a sculptor has 
given us a most spirited and graceful work, 

These busts are finished in imitation 
ivory and imitation bronze. They are fif- 
teen inches high and ten inches wide. We 
have put upon them the very low price of 
$3, the purchaser paying expressage. We 
box them free and deliver to express com- 
panies, 

When ordering please say which finish 
(ivory or bronze) is desired. 


Latest Book. 


The Riddle of the Universe 


At the Close of the Nineteenth Century 


wiTh PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR, 


CONTENTS. 


Author’s Preface, 
Translator’s Preface, 

The Nature of the Problem, 
Our Bodily Frame, 

Our Lite, 

Our Embryonic Development, 
The History of Our Species, 
The Nature of the Soul, 


Consciousness, 


Psychic Gradations, 
The Embiyology of the Soul, 
The Fhylogeny of the Soul, 


The Immortality of the Soul, 
‘The Law of Substance, 

The Evolution of the World, 
The Unity of Nature, 


wee 


God and the World, 

Knowledge and Belief, 

Science and Christianity, 

Our Monistic Religion, 

Our Monisiic Ethics, 

Solution of the World-Problems, 
Conclusion, 

Index. 


Ae 


This is an English translation of Professor Haeckel’s magnificent work ‘‘ Die Welt- 


ratbsel.” 


The maia strength of the book lies ina terse and telling summary of scientific 


acnievem2ats of the ninsteenth century in their relation ‘‘to the riddle of the universe.’ 
Dr. Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be generally conceded that this 
probably his last great work, is asupreme and masterly effort. 


Price, $1.50 


` 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Now Ready. 


Fifth Edition. 


HISTORY OF The CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


To the Year 200. 


BY CHARLES B. WAITE, A.M. 


The author has made a thorough and careful revision for the Fifth Edition. 


Hav 


ing passed safely through the ordeal of adverse criticism, the book will undergo new 


changes of consequence in the text. 


As a history it will stand as it was written. 


The value of the work will, however, be enhanced by the addition of much nèw 


matter in the Appendix. 


Among the additional articles in the Appendixis a dissertation on the Essenes, dis- 
cussing the probability of Jesus having belonged to that sect. Also articles on the Zeal- 


ots, and the Inquisition. 


The theory that the Inquisition was first established in the mid- 
dle ages, about the 12th century, is shown to be without foundation. 


On the contrary, it 


is traced back to the days of Jerome and Augustine, and is proved to have had its foun- 


dation in the teachings of Paul and in the reported sayings of Jesus. 


In factit is shown 


h at the Inquisition was a legitimate institution of the Christian religion. 

The work has received the indorsement of eminent scholars in this country and 
Europe; among whom may be mentioned Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the late Dr. Samuel 
Davidson of London, and the late Prof. Gustav Volkmar of Zurich. 

This isan octavo volume of about 600 pages, printed on fine calendered paper, 
tom large and elegant type, and handsomely bound, 


Price, cloth, postpaid, $2.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Revising Their Creed. 


A group of theologians met 
To modernize their creed, 

Which held that black is white, and yet 
Had satisfied their need. 


Their great-grandfathers learned it on 
Tasir great-grand mothers’ knees, 
About predestination and 
Electoral decrees. 


In language more ambiguous 
Than Latin upside down, 

It taught that some are born to sin, 
And some to wear the crown. 


Those learned theologians fought, 
Disputed, argued long; 

And each one held that he was right. 
And all the rest were wrong. 


They all aimitted that the creed 
Was somewhat out of date, 

Bat still they were not all agreed 
Just what to renovate. 


Bat when their work was finished quite, 
Their creed did nothing lack; 
For where it once read ‘‘black is white,’’ 
It now reads ‘‘ white is black.” 
—E. Frank Lintaber. 


ee aŘŘħŘŘŮĖŮ——— 
Power in a Pound of Coal. 


A pound of coal can produce power 
sufficient to pull a large express train a dis- 
tance of one-sixth of a mile, going at the 
rate of fifty miles an hour, so writes an ex- 
pert locomotive engineer. 

“You would be surprised at the wonder- 
ful amount of work which the energy from 
this small quantity of coal can do. For 
the purpose of explaining, take, for in- 
stance, a pound of what might be called 
average coal, containing about 10,oco heat 
units. This would be somewhat smallerin 
s'ze than a man’s fist. If this pound of 
coal could be burned completely and en- 
tirely under water and all of its heat should 
go into.the water, at a temperature of 62 
degrees, 5 pounds of water could be raised 
to the height of 1 foot. If this pound of 
coal could be completely burned in water I 
foot deep, with a temperature of 64 de- 
grees, and all the heat from this coal be 
imparted to the water, this water would 
become 16 12zre2s hotter, thus being suit- 
able for a comfortable bath. If adapted to 
mechanical work, the 10.000 heat units in 
this r pound of coal would be equivalent to 
236 horse-power. ‘The 236 horse-power of 
potential energy contained in the pound of 
coal is enough to haul a train of eight cars 
fora period of one-fifth of a minute, or a 
distance of one-sixth of a mile, going at the 
rate of fifty miles an hour. It has also 
ben found to be able to draw a cabletrain, 
including the grip car and trailer, for a dis- 
tance of two miles at the rate of nine miles 
aa hour. It would also be of sufficient 
power to pull an electric car well filled 
with passengers for two miles and a half at 
a rate-of ten miles an hour. If the power 
in this pound of coal is compared with the 
work of a strong man used to hard labor it 
would be found that there is more than 
sufficient power in the pound of coal to do 
in one minute the day’s work, of eight 
hours, of five strong men. Thisis accounted 
forin this way: The work of astrong man, 
used to hard work, is estimated as being 
eq 1al to one-tenth of a horse-power. The 
eight hours he works is equivalent to 480 
minutes. Naturally, while working aman 
makes a great number of stops, either to 
rest or to change the monotony of his posi- 
tion. These stops, then, would withc ut diff- 
culty take up one-tenth of the man’s tire. 
Thus this would reduce the time of actual 
work down to 432 minutes. This time, at 
one-tenth of the horse-power, makes the 
total of his day’s labor amount to 43.2 
horse-power. At this rate it is shown that 
it would take 2,600 strong men, working 
constantly, to do jointly the same amount 
of work in one minute as can be done by 
the single pound of coal. Another line of 
work in which the superiority of a pound 
of coal is shown beside the labor of man 
is that of sawing wood. A man may con- 


sider himself a swift sawyer by making 
sixty strokes a minute, each stroke of the 
blade having progressed 5 feet a minute; 
but a circular saw, driven by machinery, 
may be put through seventy times that dis- 
tance and saw seventy times as much wood. 
Still, this little pound of coal has the 
power to keep in operation 180 suchsaws.”’ 
2o tig = E 


The Words 1 Did Not Say. 


Many a word my tongue has uttered 
Has brought me sorrow at eventide, 
And Ihave grieved with a grieving bitter 
Over speech of anger and scorn and 
pride; 3 
But never a word in my heart remembered 
As I sit with myself at the close of day. 
Has pierced with repentance more unavail- 
ing 
Than have the words I did not say. 
The word of cheer that I might have whis- 
pered l 
To a heartthat wasbreaking with weight 
of woe, 

The word of hope that I might have given 
To one whose courage was ebbing low, 
The word of warning I should havespoken 
In the ear of one who walked astray— 

Oh. bow they come with a sad rebuking, 
Those helpful words that I did not say, 


So many and sweet: if I had but said them 
How glad my heart then would have 
been; i 
What a dew of blessing would fall upon it 
As. the day’s remembrances gather in; 
But I said them not and the chance forever 
Is gone with the moments of yesterday, 
And I sit alone with a spirit burdnned 
By all the words that I did not say. 


The morrow will come with its new begin- 


ning, 
Glad aud grand, through the morning’s 
gates— 
Shall I not then with this thought beside 
me 


Go bravely forth in the work that waits! 
Giving a message of cheer and kindness 
To all I meet on the world’s highway, 
So that I never will grieve at twilight 
Over the words that I did not say? 


—L. M. Montgomery. 
a 


His ‘“ Sunflower ”° Face. 


Theseincidents about Horace Greeley,the 
first president of the New York Liberal 
Club, are told in the Youth’s Companion: 

Few men have had the fortune to possess 
a coantenance so obviously and entirely 
representative of their character as was 
that round, beaming, benevolent visage, a 
cross between that of an infant and a 
farmer from Wayback, which all America 
once knew as Horace Greeley’s. Crowned 
with a hat which could not by any possi- 
bility be mistaken for the head-wear of 
any one but its owner, set in a reverend 
fringe of white whiskers, and adorned with 
large, gleaming glasses through which 
peered a pair of mild, blue eyes, shrewd 
and twinkling in expression atone moment, 
helpless and appealing the next, no one 
who had once seen Mr. Greeley, oreven a 
good portrait of him, was likely to forget 
or mistake his distinctive physiognomy. 

In the earlier days of his editorial fame, 
however, it was less universally known 
than later, and amusing tales were current 
in the Tribune office of its first «ffect upon 
strangers. One brilliant writer, afterward 
one of Greeley’s right-hand men, paused on 
the threshold on his first visit to the edi- 
torialsanctum, where Mr. Greeley, perched 
on a tall stool, was busily scribbling, and 
whispered to his guide: 

‘ You don’t mean totell me that’s Gree. 
ley—that nice old baby in the high chair? 
Good gracious!”’ 

Another effective description was that of 
a needy son of the Emerald Isle who had 
sought a humble job about the place, and 
accidentally encountering Mr. Greeley in 
the corridor, without knowing who he was, 
had the good fortune to he questioned by 
him personally, and finally engaged. As 
he went about his work, one of his new 
comrades joked him about his luck in deal- 
ing directly with the chief. The grateful 
Irishman c pened his eyes wide, and burst 
into picturesque speech. 

“ Sure, and was that himself?” he cried, 
eagerly. ‘‘Was that Mr. .Greeley—him 
wid the face iike a blissed ould sunflower 
wid a shmile on it? Meself wud be calling 
down the blessings of hivin on his head, if 
they weren’t there already as plain to be- 
hould as Lis whiskers.” 

It was an expressive tribute toa counte- 
nance radiant with good-will. 


The Modern Sea Captain. 


On the St. Paul the captain and navigat- 
ing officers have their quarters on theawn- 


ing deck adjacent to the bridge. This deck - 


is as high as a church tower above the keel 
and is reserved exclusively for the officers 
mentioned, so that they may be secluded 
from every distraction in working the ship, 
ard may have a full view of her from stem 
to stern in all circumstances. The bridge 
is equipped with a telegraph system com- 
muaicating with every other department 
of the ship —with the engine room, with the 
after wheelhouse, with the bows, and with 
every point to which it may be necessary to 
send an order. 

It is on this bridge, seventy feet above 
the keel plates, that the captain spends his 
most anxious hours—in foggy weather and 
foul, in sunshine, too, and by starry night 
as well as when gales are bawling, spray 
flying, icy seas pounding, when the night 
is so dark that the lookout cannot see a 
ship-length ahead, when derelicts or tow- 
ering icebergs may lie in the path just 
ahead—in middle watch or dog watch, any 
watch is the captain’s—all for the honor of 
the company he serves and for the love of 
“ Molly and the Babies’ at home. 

Nowadays, too, the captain is the host of 
the ship. Heis no longer the gruff, rough 
sea dog in a pea-jacket of years gone by. 
He must observe some of the social amen- 
ities. He must talk to the passengers now 
and then, when the weather is fine. He 
must take his. seat at table when he may. 
He must be a kind of diplomat also, and 
possess wit and tact and a patience sub- 
lime. He must-see that no jealousies de- 
velop among the passengers. 

I have been told of the very obliging 
captain who, to please the lady who asked 
to be shown the equator while the ship was 
in southern seas, pasted a hair across the 
large end of a spyglass and told the lady to 
look. And the lady, through the glass, de- 
clared she could see the equator ‘‘as plainly 
as ABC.” 

One other polite captain I have heard of 
—one who directed an officer on the bridge 
to “do as the lady wishes,’' when the lady 
requested that the captain steer the ship 
over to the horizon so she could see what 
the horizon was like.—Collier’s Weekly. 

Se 
Secular Sunday -Schooli Lessons. 
COMMANDMENTS. 


Learn to do right and help others to. 
Search for wisdom which benefits. 


Have you traveled on cars, 

With rush, roar, and jars? 

Learned how the steam force 

Moves the strong iron horse? 
A JOURNEY. 

Young people, take your geographies 
and follow the route; then learn what else 
you can about the places mentioned. 

Find Danielson in eastern Connecticut. 
My home is eight miles west of that city, 
on a farm. So my journey began in a farm 
wagon with peaches, apples. eggs, and 
beans. As husband sold his produce, 
friends greeted me with good wishes for 
my journey. The Unitarian minister said: 
‘t Tell those Freethinkers at their Congress 
to do all the good they can and let religion 
alone.” He is a good man who studies and 
preaches evolution, right living, temper- 
ance, etc.,and does not believe in miracles. 

I went by cars to Norwich, thence by 
trolley to New London, a breezy ride be- 
side the Thames river, past hillsides clad 
in green woods, and meadows, mansions, 
and cottages. I stopped over night at the 
nice sea-side cottage of my traveling com- 
panion, Mrs. Wood. 

Next forenoon the car ride to New York 
was beside the Sound, by thriving villages, 
cities, summer-resorts, green fields, and 
woods, with dim glimpses of Long Island 
across the waters. 

In New York, first we crossed the city 
to the Lackawanna railroad ferry and se- 
cured our room in Knickerbocker Hotel, 
where we left our baggage. That after- 
noon in New York we crowded full, with a 
call on the genial Editor of The Truth 
Seeker; a look through Wanamaker’s huge 
dry-goods store; a few minutes in Grace 
church, dim with painted windows of the 
passing age of superstitious dreams; then 
we viewed the brown-stone mansions of 
Fifth avenue and the live world of busi- 
ness in Broadway. We finished the day in 


Central Park, sharing with the city’s chil- 
dren the enjoyment of nature ard art ccm- 
bined, rambling among its mingling of 
lakes, hills, rocks, trees, flowers, and me- 
nagerie of living creatures from sea, forest, 
and air. : 

All next day, from 9 A.M. to 8:30 P.M , we 
traveled by rail, 410 miles, on the Lacka- 
wannarailroad from New York to Buffalo. 
Part of the way through northern New 
Jersey is level; then mountains inter- 
spersed with fertile valleys where cut 
corn and buckwheat dotted the fields. 
Thriving farms, villages, and cities are 
scattered between wocded stretches and 


‘mountain ranges. The car-track winds be- 


tween the mountains like some huge snake, 
sometimes skirting a crooked river. The 
most picturesque portion is the Delaware 
Water Gap, where cliffs rise on each side 
of the river, steep and high. 

In Buffalo the half-hour’s breezy trolley 
ride to our hotel, 216 Bidwell Parkway, 
was reviving, through the brilliantly elec- 
tric-lighted broad streets of the well-built, 
prosperous city. Both in Buffalo and New 
York many buildings are draped in black, 
mingled with white or purple, with flags 
and portraits of our murdered President. 

Erza Mowry BLIVEN. ` 
~~ 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 
APPROPRIATE TO THE DAY. 


Mamma: ‘‘Come. boys, you mustn’t 
quarrel that way on Sunday.” 

Willie: “But, ma, this is a’ religious 
discussion we're having.” —Philadelphia 
Record. . 


TWO DEFINITIONS, 


“Manhood suffrage” was recently ex 
plained by a school child to be “that state 
of suffering unto which all mankind are 
born.” This is almost as comprehensive 
as a former announcement of Smith 
Minor’s to the effect that the Salic law pre- 
vented any man who was the son of a 
woman ever coming to the throne.—Lon- 
don Globe. 


READY TO OBLIGE. 


A new boy had come to school fresh from 
the country, and the ready ‘‘sir’’ and 
‘‘miss’’ of the city child were quite unknown 


‘to him. 


“What’s your name?” queried the mas- 
ter. 

‘George Hamilton.’ 

“Add ‘sir’ to that, boy.” 

‘Sir G2orge Hamilton,” came the unex- 
pected reply. —Boston Courier. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club meets every 
Friday evening at 8 o’clock in the German 
Masonic Temple, 220 East Fifteenth street, 
New York. Program: 

Oct. 11—‘'Chaos in Medicine.” Dr. Philip 
J. Reinle. 

Oct. 18—“ Crowd Not and Submit Not to’ 
Crowding.’’ Franklin Pierce. 

Oct. 25—“' Missions and Missionaries.” 
Stephen T. Byington. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
meets every Sunday at 3 P. M., in the Lon 
Island Business College Hall, South Eight. 
street, between Bedford and Driggs avenues: 


Oct. 13—‘‘The Morals of Money Spend- 
ing.’’ Mrs. Frederick Nathan. 

Oct. 20o—‘' The Police Power of a Munici- 
pality.’’ Clarence Lexow. 

Oct. 27—‘' Is Government Worth What It 
Costs?’ John S. Crosby. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


Ethics as Understood by a Stu- 
_ dent of Science. 

By SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Sixty Chapters. Price, $1. 


Considering from a rationalistic view point 
those fair humanities that make life worthy to be 
lived. It will help everybody. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Teachings of Jesus 


Not Adapted to Modern Civilization, 
With the True Character of Mary Magdalen 


By George W. Brown, M.D. 
Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
For sale at this office, 


Price, r5 cent 


October 12, 1901; 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SELF-HYPNOTIC ay-guzep's, to date 
ch x, xgOr, 
H LING... eo. have professed ot 
CURING THEMSELVES 
of such diseases as they have failed in with 
medicine. All accomplished through the teach- 
ings of my original system of SELF-HYPNOT- 
IC CON rROL which also develops the Psychic 
powers of man, enabling him to cuntrol his 
dreams, read the minds ot frjends and enemies, 
visit unknown parts of the earth, solve har. 
problems in this trance and remember all when 
awake FIVE COMPLETE TRIAL LESSONS 
wil be sent for only zo cents silver and 2-cent 
stamp for postage, &c'ually enabling the student 
to accomplish wonders without further charge. 
PROF. R. E. DUTTON, Ph.D. 
4t38 Lincoln, Nebraska, U.S.A. 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
REASON AND SUPERSTITION 


Theology Viewed by the Light of Mod- 


ern Sczence. 


By T. C. WIDDICOMBE. 


A bold attack upon the principles of Theology, 
radically destroying all forms of Religion. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE CRIME OF 


CREDULITY 
By Herbert N. Casson. 


‘This book isa masterly arraignment of Mys- 
itcism in allits disguises. Ita chapter on Chris- 
tian Science is the most merciless analysis of 
that delusion ever written. z 

Mr. Casson’s standpoint is that of a twentieth 
century rationalist. His purpose is to ** draw 
the line sharply between what is rational and 
what is superstitious.” No book could be bet- 
ter fitted to inculcate common sense aud clear- 
headedness. 


The author has ransacked the Middle Ages for 
his facts, and applied them to present-day prob- 
lems in a terse and forceful manaoer, His style 
is bright, witty, and epigrammatic, 

No progressive library is complete without 
this book, 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS BY SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. 


The Holy Lance —An Episode of 
the Crusades and Other Monographs. Yet 
another volume of brilliant. racy, scholarly 
monographs from the pen of the editor of 
the Agnostic Journal. The title of the book 
is that of the first two chapters, in which 
Mr. Stewart Ross relates an episode of the 
Crusade. How admirably Ł> pictures the 
siege of Antioch, the sufferings of the be- 
sieged, and with what inimitable skill he 
describes the prodigies wrought by the ‘‘holy 
lance’’—that wonderful weapon brought to 
Redeemer’s gore.” It is in these tales of 
romance and war that Mr. Stewart Ross is 
at his best, and the story which he here tells 
is one of the most thrilling and powerful 
examples of his matchless writings.—Liter- 
ary Guide. Price, $1.25. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise from the 
Dead? The Evidences for the Resur- 
rection Tried and Found Wanting. ‘‘One 
of the best essays ever written on the sub- 
ject.” Price, 25 cents. 


For all of these works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


From India to the 
Planet Mars. 


By THEODORE FLOURNOY, 


A study of a case of somnambulism with 
Glossolalia by Theodore Flournoy, 
Professor of Psychology at the Univer- 
sity of Geneva. Translated by Danie) 
B. Vermilye. Illustrated. 467 pages. 
Post 8vo, $1.50. í 


This is a scientific record of observations ex- 
tending over a period of five years made by 
Professor Flournoy and his associates of the 
Geneva University. The case is that of a Miss 
Smith who claims to be the reincarnated spirit 
of the favorite wife of a Hindoo Prince, who 
lived in ror. She also claims to be the reincar- 
nated spirit of Marie Antoinette, Queen of 
France, beheaded in 1793. 
spirit journeys to the Planet Mars, using the 

artian language, and describes the scenes 
costumes. and conversations in Mars. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ANCIENT PAGAN & MODERN 


~ CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. 
By Thomas Inman, M.D. 


Popular edition, revised and enlarged, with an 
Essay on Baal Worship, on the Assy- 
rian Sacred “Grove,” and 
other atlied symbols. 


Profusely Illustrated, Post Svo, cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


REMSBURG’S PIANO AGENCY. 


Lowest prices in America. Has patrons fron 
Maine to California. Pianos shipped anywhete 
Nopay till tested, Send for particulars. 

T REMSRORS & SON. Atchinon. Ka 


Further, she makes. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC- 


ALLY ILLUSTRATED, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 


Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Noah 


A Hunting Anecdote—Abraham, Christ's Grezt 


Ancestor—A Queer 


Family—Isaac and His “Sister ”—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau—Joseph 
the Man ot Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam the Diviner—Bloody Joshua— 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General 


Gideon 


and Boaz--Unstable as Water, God Shall 


d His Human Sacrifice—Samson_ the Strong—Ruth 
ephthah and Wa ( Not Excel—David, God’s Favo- 


rite—Some Stories from the Book of Kings—Adventures of the Prophets— 


Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Picture’ = 


The Stories Humorously 


ticity of the Old Testament—A Page 
of Text to Each Picture. 


Told—And Hard Facts 
‘Given Concerning the Origin and Authen 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 61.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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THE EVOLUTION OF MAN 


His Religious Systems and Social 


Customs. 


By W. W. HARDWICKE, M.D. 


Of London, England. 
Illustrated. 


With a Chart of the Constellations. 


This book is an epitomized account of Man’s career, of the philosophy of Evo- 
lution, of the growth of religions, and an examination of the Christian Religion. 
It is just what is wanted by the general reader who is inquiring for the first time 
into the questions of the origin and development of man. And for the advanced 
student it forms a valuable work of reference, presenting a clear and precise sum- 
mary of the main facts and arguments bearing on the great questions at issue be- 


tween Christianity and Rationalism. 
recommend it to all. 
Opinions of the English Press. 


It is direct and forcible in style, and we 


Its teaching will be opposed by the majority and 
sharply criticised by many, while by others it will be 
warmly welcomed as one ot the simplest and most lucid 
expositions of ‘‘the fallacy of the Christian religion.” 
His power of argument, his patient and untiring re- 


4 search is disclosed in every page of his book. The vol- 


Copy of thé Tree o 
Knowledge and Serpent, 
found on an Assyrian 
clay tablet, Circa ».c. 
2000 (British museum). 


Daily News. 


complete number of Light. 


ume is one which will rank with someof those written 
by men whose disciple Dr. Hardwicke is.—Cambridge 


An adequate review of his book would require a 
It is almost encyclopedic, 


covering an enormous area in the vast fields of Science, 


Sociology, Religion, Theology, and Spiritualism. 


On all these, and other sub- 


jects, Dr. Hardwicke is severely Rationalistic, Materialistic, Agnostic; but he is 


a well-read and resolute thinker and critic.—Light. 

Dr. Hardwicke has crammed a vast deal of information 
into the present volume, which is particularly valuable in its 
treatment of Pagan and Christian religion from the evolution- 
ary standpoint. He is refreshingly outspoken. 
hesitate to commend this work to the attention of Freetbink- 
ers. The instruction it conveys Has been gathered over wide 
fields of research, and is presented in an interesting manner.— 

hat. 
ae of the type recently furnished by Dr. Hardwicke are 
urgently needed, in order that the man of timorous conscience 
may be assisted in the task of depolarizing his old conceptions. 


Dr. Hardwicke’s reasoning is clear and dispassionate; crowded - 


though his book is with facts, there is no lack of logical presen- 
tation, and the rare and curious information it contains gives 
proof of much patient research. So lucidly and brightly runs 
the tale of man’s evolution that even the advanced student will 
not be disposéd to lay the book down until he has perused it to 
the last page.—Ethical World. 

This book is a valuable summary of the latest results of 
knowledge and investigations as to the religious system and 
social customs which have contributed to the formation of that 
complicated being called ‘‘Man.” Here is the very volume 
wanted by thousands of earnest inquirers into the origin and his- 
tory of religion. The book is really a library in itself.— Rey- 

i ekl ewspaper. wee 
noid thie eal ark as have imported a limited edition, and 
offer it for the low price of $1.75. d 
PRICE, $1.75 


We do not. 


Copy ofa 
small bronze 
¿image of the 
Egyptian Vir- 
gin Mother Isis, 
with the Infant 
Horus, and the 
Fish.— Inman’s 
Ancient Faiths. 
Circa B , : 000. 


Address Tux ''RuTH SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 
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REMOVAL! 


On Sept. sth I shall permanently locate in 
DENVER, COL. Address all letters and pack- 
ages after that date as above. My facilities to 
fill orders for Diamonds, Watches, Chains, 
Jewe ry, Watch-work, etc., will be better than 
ever and Itrust my many patrons 1hroughout 
the United States will continue their favors as 
in the past. Send for price-.ists of above; also.of 
Ingersoll Spoons, Freethought andother Badges, 
eie pand my famous tract: “Theism in the Cruci- 

e ” free. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
1,945 Logan Ave., Denver, Col. 


WATER OF LIFE. 


The most reliable remedy.for Stomach. Liver- 
and Kidneys. Bright’s Disease or Diabetes per- 
fectly cured by its use. It imparts vigor and life 
tothe whole sy-tem. Is an unfailing cure for 
weak eyes, should be applied daly as a wash. 
Tno1sinds of testimonials from all parts certify 
to its healing virtues. Soldin 5 gallon carboys 
at $3.50, Money to accompany the order. Write 
to Wyoming Mineral Water Co., so So. Main St. 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 3mz2ı 


ESTABLISHED 1286s. 
Thirty Years in the Business. 


E. C. Reich wald & Bro 


Commission Merchants. 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


Apples, Cranberries, Potatoes, Butter, Eggs 
Cheese, Dried Fruits, Etc. 


“romptness our main object. Correspondenc 
solicited Carlotsa specialty. We fill 
orders for all kinds of prodnce. 


141 South Water Street, Chicago. 


oe -a a 
Bible in India: 
Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 

Revelation. 


Translated from "La Bible dans L’Inde,' by 
Louis Jacolliot. 


Price, cloth, $2. 


History of the First Council 


of Nice. 


A WORLD’S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 
A.D., 325. a 
WITH A LIFE OF CONSTANTINE 
By DEAN DUDLEY. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


An Essay on Miracles. 


Being a Chapter from the 
Philosophical Works of.. 


DAVID HUME. 

This little work should be most widely distrib 
uted,as it overwhelms the Christian system o 
stperstition on one of its most vital tenets. I 
shows the impossibility of Miracles, withou 
which Christianity has no foundation at all. Ne 
minister has ever been able to answer this argu 
ment by David Hume, and it stands as impregna 
ble to their assaults as does Paine’s “Age of Rea 
son,’ 

This edition is in improved form, being printed 
from new plates from new type, with cover 
Single copy, ro cents; seven copies for so cents. 
Twelve copies for one dollar. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
a8 Lafavette P1.. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EX- 
POSED. 


By REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 
Price. rscents. 


Address this office 


it | 


D 


is to-day the most successfui in his line of prae 
á tice of any living physician, He 
Ws 


es cures weaknesses of men, as the re- 
rites sult of early indiscretions and lster 
excesses—by a medicineto be applied 
exterually, which comes in contact 
with the very seat of the complaint, 
and restoration is complete. Te 
know more of this great cure send 16 
cents for ‘‘Dr. Fellows’ Private 
Counsellor’? — a valuable booklet 
which should be in the hands of 
every man, young er old, if sexus 
ally weak, or troubled with Varico- 
<= cele, or Atrophy (wasting of the 
S z parts), Losses, Impotency, ete. Ad- 
Zo dress the Doctor at Vineland, 
N. J , where he is permanently 
z located, and be sure to give the 
name of this paper 
The rightof Dr. Fellows’ ExternalApplication 
to be called a true specific has been established 
to our entire satisfaction, and it would not be 
possible, we believe, for the public to finda 
remedy which more thoroughly sustainsits repu 
tation as acurethan Dr. Fellows’ Outward Medi- 
cation. Wa cannot refuse to indorse it unresrv- 
edly to the readers of this journal ‘in the live of 
the evidenee before us —~Awerican Journal. 
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Gems of Thought. 


The books of every theological system 
narrate acts of the grossest cruelty, which 
are, without hesitation, ascribed to the 
direct interposition of God.— Buckle. 


By placing to Satan’s account all the 
evil in the world, the priests exculpate the 
deity of nothing. The invention of the 
devil does not remedy the difficulty; on the 
contrary, it but entangles the priests more 
and more.—D’ Holbach. 


Think truly, and thy thoughts 
Shall the world’s famine feed ; 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a fruitful seed ; 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed. 
—Dr. H. Bonar. 


It is an old remark that, aS men are, 
such they paint their gods ; and as in them- 
selves the passionate or demoniac nature 
long preponderated, so the gods they wor- 
shiped were demons like themselves, jeal- 
ous, capricious, exacting, revengeful—the 
figures which fill the old mythologies and 
appear partly in the Old Testament.— 
Froude. 


SACRIFICE AND CANNIBALISM.—It was su- 
perstition that caused human victims to be 
immolated ; it was necessity that caused 
them to be eaten. Which is the greater 
crime—to assemble piously together to 
plunge a knife into the heart of a girl 
adorned with fillets. or to eat a worthless 
man who has been killed in our own de- 
fense?— Voltaire. 


The French Revolution has excommuni- 
cated the church from the power of work- 
ing miracles; she has not been able. with 
the assistance of all her saints, to work one 
miracle since the, Revolution began; and 
as she never stood in greater need than 
now, we mav, without the aid of divina- 
tion, conclude that all her former miracles 
were tricks and lies.— Paine. 


Suppose Joshua out of the way (and heis 
going fast), the problem of human life re- 
mains. 
of us [the estimated population of the 
globe], upon this ‘‘bank and shoal of time.” 
alone. alone, alone, with none to help us 
but ourselves. Let us help ourselves and 
one another. And that is the whole of the 
coming man’s religion.—James Parton. 


As for passing through anv great and 
glorious experience, and rising above it, as 
an eagle mi¢ht fiv athwart the evening sky 
to rise into the still briehter and fairer re- 
gions of the heavens. I capnct say that I 
ever sailed so creditablv but my bark ever 
seemed thwarted bv some side wind, and 
went off over the edge. and now only occa- 
sionallv tacks back again toward the centre 
of that sea again. I have outgrown noth- 
ing good, but. I do not fear to sav. fallen 
hahind hv whole continents of virtue. which 
should -have heen passed as islands in my 
course; but I trast—what else can T trust?— 
that, with a stiff wind. some Fridav. when 
T have thrown some of mv caren over- 
hoard. T mav make up for all that distance 
lost.— Thoreau. 


A SONG OF DUTY. 


Whate’er betide. man must toil on: 
He may not pause tno long to smile; 

He must toil on with brain or brawn, 
For life is such a little while. 

When joy too strongly mav beguile. 
Tis written, jov must he denied ; 

We mav not pause too long to smile; 
We must toil on. whate’er betide. 


Anā when a sorrow comes to him 
Man may not pause too long to weep, 
Grief chastens. tasted at the brim. 
But it destrovs when queffed too deep, 
The onward march we still must keep, 
Howe’er the spirit mav be tried, 
We mav not nause too long to weep, 
We must toil on, whate’er betide. 
—Washington Star. 


S> diffzrent are the colors of life as we 


look forward to the future or backward to | 


the vast, and so different the opinions and 
sentiment which this contrariety of appear- 
ance naturally produces. that the conver- 
sation of old and voung ends generally 
with contempt or nity on either side. Toa 
voung man enterine the world. with full- 
ness of hope and arder of pursuit, nothing 
is so unpleasing as the cold caution, the 
scrupulous diffidence. which experience and 
disappointments certainly infuse: and the 
old man wonders in his turn that the world 
never can grow wiser; that neither pre- 
cepts nor testimonies c-n cure boys of their 
credulity and svfficiencyv, and that no one 


can he convinced that snares are laid for į 


him till he finds himself entangled. Thus 
are generation is alwavs the scorn and 
wonder of the other, and the notions of old 
and voung arelike liquors of different orav- 
ity and texture, which never can uvite.— 
Samuel Johnson, 


Here we are, a thousand million . 


Freethinkers’ 
Text-Book. 


The 


Some of the False Doctrines, Absurd Theological Decrees, and Cruel Deeds of ; 


the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches. One Hundred 
and Seventy-three Pages of Cited Facts, History, 
Statistics, and Opinions of Acknowl- 
edged Authorities to Sup- 
port the Artist. 


TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES OF THE TEXT-BOOK. 


I received by last mail a copy of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.’’ I find it 
to be superb, and if anything more sharp or cutting in its illustrations and truths than the 
one previously published.—Wwm. HART. . 

The Truth Seeker Company has issued another of the Freethinkers’’ Pictorial 
Text-Books, which contains 211 full-page illustrations by that inimitable artist, Watson 
Heston. Those who have seen the first one issued will want this one also. No man who 
believes in mind-freedom should fail to secure the book.—Living Issues, Salt Lake City. 

This book constitutes the second of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Books. 
The drawings were executed by Mr. Watson Heston, an artist well-known to The Truth 
Seeker’s readers, as well as to many other Liberals. They illustrate in an excellent man- 
ner the follies of the church, the stupidities of religion, and priestly hypocrisies. Such 
illustrations have this good thing about them— that they are not so easily forgotten as 
what one reads. The bookis in 9x12 size, with about 4-0 pages.— Forskaren ( Minneapolis). 

This book is an entertainment and an education. The artist and the author unite in 
showing up the false and foolish doctrines of the Christian church, and in exposing the 
rascally deeds and tricks of Roman Catholics and Protestants. There are two hundred 
and e.even full-page illustrations, every one of which is loaded. Everyone who has Part 
I. of this unique work will want the second part.—Boston Investigator. 

These pictures are of a character to cause the hair on a religious man’s head to stand 
onend. Many of them would make a Methodist parson laugh, and others wonder why 
the artist hasn t been struck by lightning byan avenging providence.—Sunday Gazetteer, 
Denison, Texas. » : 

The second Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book is the biggest thing I ever saw, read, 
or heard of, and I claim to have seen some pretty big things in my life. I have been in 
twenty-seven states of the Union, in Canada, through the war of the Rebellion, North 
and South; attended Pat Gilmore’s Peace Jubilee in Boston three weeks; was correspond- 
ent of three newspapers; heard the best singers in the world, the best musicians, includ- 
ing the Queen’s Band, and the celebrated composer of the Strauss Waltzes; was at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876, six months, etc., etc., etc.; but these de- 
signs, delineations, and engravings beat all I ever witnessed, heard, or thought of before, 
And I must not forget the compilation, which does credit to its author, whoever he or she 
may be, for its application or fitness to the illustrations is so apt, full, yet concise, as to 
challenge admiration for the intelligence, foresight, and adaptation of the compiler—ELLa 
E. GIBSON. 


400 Pages, 12x9 inches, Bound ìn Boards, Illuminated Cover, $2; Cloth, 
Gold Stamp. $2.50. 


: Chas. Bradlaugh’s Life and 
Writings. 


A Few Words About the 
Devil and Other Essays. 


BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


With “the” Storv of His Life as Told by 
mentary Struggle. 
WITH PORTRAIT. 
Cloth,'$1. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Blue Laws 
* Connecticut 


Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con- 
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the 
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connecti- 
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of 
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s book on Sun- 
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution, or | 
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns 
of Windsor, Hartford, and. Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con- 
firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing 
the Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation. Nine Illustra- 
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design 
in colors. . 

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish. 

The book includes an account of the Persecution of 

Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of 
he Blue Laws of Virginia. 
: PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


Address THE RUTH SEEKER Company, 28Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Specimen illustration 


Pictorial’ 


Himself, and the History of His Parlia- | 


HENRY D. LLOYD'S BOOKS 


Labor Copartnership. 


Notes of a visit to co-operative workshops 
factories,and farms in Great Britain and Ireland 
in which employer, employee, and consume 
share in ownership, management, and results 
357 pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $r. 

It will surprise most Americans to learn of the 
foothold which cooperative societies have in 
England, and that the membership of the dis- 
tributive stores represents one-seventh of the 
population of Great Britain. These societies 
are now doing a business of $272,000,000 per year. 
Mr. Lloyd writes with enthusiasm about the 
strides which labor copartnership has madeina 
few years, and his statistics prove that not only 
ig the workman benefited in the money sense, - 
but hes also raised physically and mentally, and 
has developed business ability and a capacity 
for handling large problems that have always 
been thought possible only to the chosen few. 


Wealth Against Commonwealth. 
567 pages 8vo $2.5c. Popular edition, $r. 


This is the most complete history in existence 
of the great combination of brains and capital 
which still remains the type and model of all 
trusts or monopolies. Mr. Lloyd hastraced the 
growth of this institution from its origin, in the 
sagacity of one or a few business men of Cleve- 
land, to 1ts vast proportions now, when it con- 
trols the oil markets and trade of a continent, 
and is perhaps the n vst influential and most 
dreaded financial power in America. The meth 
ods and practices by which all corporate priv 
leges have been grasped, and all corporate re 
sponsibilities evaded. by which the common law 
against monopolies has been successfully defied, 
and all the resources of political, social, and 
financial pressure, of legal skill. of statesman- 
ship, of forensic delay, have been impres-ed 
into its service against competitors and the pub- 
lic. form a romance of the business world as 
absorbing in its interest as any ancient or me- 
diseval romance of conquest. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IG} 


ZIBL 
STORIES. 


BYW ARACH 


Price, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Address 


28 Lafayette Pl New York city. 


SKETCHES OF GREATION 


A popular view of some of the grand con- 
clusions of science in refer- 
ence to the history 
of matter and 


lefe. 
By ALEXANDER WINCHELL. 
460 pages, Illustrated. 12mo, $2. 


There are many persons who desire some 
knowledge of the origin, construction, and de- 
velopment of the earth and of its relations tothe 
other bodies in the colar system, yet have neither 
the time nor the patieice to master the details of 
the subject. The y wili find this summary of the 
matter better adapted to their purpose than 
almost anything else that has appeared. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Parents! Tran up your Children 
to repeat the songs in the... 


LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


and to sing them also 
to the good old tunes. 


Verses learned in youth stick fast in the memory 
through life. 


A Beautiful Holiday Gift. Priee, 25cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


An Hour With the 
Devil. 
By D. M. BENNETT. 


There was just as much known about the Dev 
when Mr. Bennett, late editor of The Truth 
Seeker, wrote this lecture as there ig now, and he 
put itall in. The lecture was entertaining, in- 
structive, amusing, and was vastly enjoyed by 
the audience, and subsequently by many thou 
sands of teaders. It is as good as ever, 


Price, 10 cents. 


Address The Truth Seeker, 


October 12, 1901] 
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Not for Parsons.’ 


‘‘When a man goes ter runnin’ fer office 
you sometimes find out dat he was bo'n a 


Baptist, raised a Methodist, en eddicated a 
Presbyterian.” 2 


Mrs. Henpekt (scornfully): ‘‘I don’t in- 
tend to live with you any longer. Ishall 
get a divorce.” Henpekt (humbly): “I 
wish, my dear, you would get me one, too.” 
—Town Topics. 


THE MODERN AUTHOR. 


His pen that never lacks for ink 
He drives with eager clutch. 
If he should ever stop to think 
He couldn’t write so much. 
—Washington Star. 


PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT.—‘* Did you have 
any words with your mistress which caused 
you to leave your last place ?” 

‘‘Niver a wor-rd. Shure, an’ Oi locked 
her in the bathroom. an’ tuk a)l me things 

_and slipped out as quiet as ye plase.’’— 
Tit-Bits 


ALt SABBATH FLoweErs. — Orthodox 
Mother: ‘‘ Ethel, how manv times must I 
tell you it is wicked to pick flowers on the 
Sabbath ?’’ 

Ethel: “ But, mother, I'm only picking 
real Sabbath ones—Adam’s-thread-and- 
needle, Timothy, Solomon's seal, and Jack- 
in-the-pulpit.”—Life. 


Saw NOTHING SUPERNATURAL IN It.— 
Sunday-school Teacher: ' You say Deliah 
. cut Samson’s hair and it took away his 
strength. Can you think of any reason why 
it should have had that effect ?’’ 
Tommy Tucker. ‘‘ Maybe he saw him- 
self in the glass after she’d done it, 
ma’am.”—Chicago Tribune, 


PRESENCE OF Minp.—At one of the rail- 
way-construction works it the vicinity of a 
certain city a highly esteemed clergyman 
takes a great interest in the members of his 
flock who are engaged inthe cutting. The 
other day he saw one of them enter a 
“pub.” and hailed him; but Pat simply 
looked and walked in. Waiting until he 
came out, the reverend gentleman accosted 
him thus: 

“ Pat, didn’t you hear me calling ?”’ 

“Yes, your ravrince, I did. but—but I 
hai only the price of one !’’—Tit-Bits. 


INCREDIBLE.—A woman awoke in the 
middle of the night with a shriek. : 

“ John.” she cried to her husband, ‘‘my 
sister Jane is dead! I know it! I have 
just had a frightfully vivid dream about 
her.” 

But her husband quieted her, and pres- 
ently she went to sleep, her cheeks still wet 
with tears. 


Then he noted the exact hour at which J. 


his wife had had her dream. 

The next day, as can be verified by any- 
body who is skeptical. no messenger of any 
sort came with a.telegram containing the 
sad news of the death of her sister Jane, 
who, at last accounts, was alive and well. 
—Sun. 


The New Age tells the following yarn or 
an Augusta bachelor who had occasion to 
gə to Boston on business. He went on the 
night Pullman, and took a berth. Just 
across the way was a handsome little wo- 
man and her three-year-old boy. Just be- 
fore arriving in Boston early in the morn- 
ing the two were laughing and plavirg 
together, and the good-natured bachelor 
smiled to himself as he rose to dress. Sud- 
denly a very small foot peeped out from the 
curtains of the opposite berth. With a twin- 
kle in his eye the bachelor grabbed the 
plump toe and began: “This little pig 
went to market; this little——’’ ‘‘ That is 
my foot, sir,” said the indignant voice of a 
woman. The silence which followed could 
be heard above the roar of the train.— 
Christian Advocate. 


A Harlem woman recently decided that 
family prayers were necessary to the proper 
bringing-up of her young son Johnnie. Mr. 


Jenkins, nominal head of the family, didn’t | 


exactly see the necessity, but, of course. 
yielded to his wife. The next morning af- 
ter breakfast the Jenkinses assembled in 
the sitting-room, with a feeling of sup- 
pressed excitement at the novel proceed- 
ings. After the scriptural reading thev 
knelt beside a long sofa, Mr. Jenkins at 
one end, Mrs. Jenkins at the other, and 
Johnnie in the middle. Then Mr. jenkins 
offered up a prayer invoking the divine 
presence, Jenkins’s prayer was long and 
fervent. After it had continued for five 
minutes Johnnie got restless, decided it was 
too monotonous. and interrupted in his thin. 
boyish voice with: ‘‘ Yes, Dod; come and 
stay to dinner! Mr. Jenkins concluded 
his invocation with an abrupt ‘‘ Amen.” 


Johnnie safely out of the way, he strangely | In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt tops, uniform with the author's edition of Paine’sWrit- 


remarked to his wife, ‘© That’s the limit.” 
Family prayers have been abandoned at 
the Jenkinses,—Now York Times. 
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SINAI AND OLYMPUS 


Parallels in Heathen Myth | 


and Hebrew Scripture. 
By A TEXAS PAGAN. | 


115 Large octavo pages. 75 ILLUSTRATIONS. 
fine paper. Price, 50 Cents. 


Hiluminated cover, 


: 
, 
: 
: 
: 
: 


DEUCALION AND PYRRHA—ANOTHER FLOOD STORY. 
(From Sinai and Olympus.) 


This is a lecture by a Texas Pagan, which has been illustrated by another. 
The text is what the title describes, a comparison of the heathen myths with the 
Hebrew tales told in scripture. 

The subjects are treated in an up-to-date style. The textis pungently serious 
and throughout the book runsacurrent of exquisite wit. There are many 
chapters of the book which Voltaire could hardly have excelled. It is an easy 
study in comparative religions, full of information, in a delightful way. 


Price, 50 Cents. . 
OIREET EEEIEI IEE OEI ESENE 


THE CHRIST MYTH. 


By Elizabeth E. Evans. 


The question of the historical existence of Jesus is vital and imperative. It lies at the 
basis of the whole structure of Biblical criticism, and the answer lurks between the lines 
n all the reports of modern investigation. 


| 
| 
: 
: 
| 
: 
| 
| 


The Contents of Tus Curist Mytu is as follows 

Preface, Mediators and Trinities, Christ and 
the Gospels, The Two Genealogies of Christ, Doc- 
trine of Divine Paternity, Other Virgin-born Sa- 
viors, John the Baptist, Buddhistic Legends, The 
Temptation, Precocity, Prophecy, Celestial Re- 
joicing, ete., Disciples: the Doubter and the Trai- 
tor, The Beatitudes, The Creation of the Christ, 
Borrowed Miracles, Many Parallel Legends, Vi- 
olations of the Unities, An Impossible Trial, After 
the Crucifixion, An Unverified Uprising of Citi- 
zens, Inadequate Explanations, Post-Ascension 
Discrepancies, Myth, Forgery, and Human Cre- 
dulity, The Rhapsodies of John the Revelator, 
The Sacrament of the Eucharist, Christ Unknown 
to His Contemporaries, Various Conceptions of 
Logos and Mediator, Jesus Not a Perfect Example, 
What is There Left? Advantages of Knowing 
the Truth, Ecclesiastical Foundations Removed, 
The Problem of the Future, Bibliography , 


Hindoo Virgin and Child, 


_ Everyone interested in the truth or falsity of the claims of the Christian church wil 
find this a most helpful work. It will not shock the most devout; it will satisfy the most 
adical. It is charmingly written, all the author’s points are carefully and conscientiously 
onsidered, and once its perusal is begun the book will not be laid down till the conclu- 
sion is reached. PAPER, 25 CENTS 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


ings. Price, $5. 


Address Tae Taura SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city 


«Appeal to the Pious.” 


A handsomely bound volume, the contents of 
which are compiled in a condensed form and 
with care and reverence, concerning the present 
issues between theology and science. The 
church 1s moulting its old theological incrusta- 
tion to bring into greater activity its living tis- 
sue. This work ıs published to hasten the 
change. Theonly book written by the author 
in a long life of study. s0 cents. 


UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS—MOSTLY FROM EN- 
TIRE STRANGERS. 

A unique and a plain, simple, candid analysis 
of religicus opini, ns, truh. ul, fair, and mild in 
analyzing the superstitious notions of church 
people. ‘Che author has shown y'eat tactin his 
conversations wlth the pious. —Dr. A. G. Hum- 
phrey, Galesburg, Il. 

I have referred to it often for the excellent 
thought on the various points, and can say that 
Iam glad that I bought it.—J. Feudtner, Rush 
ville, Ind. 

I have loaned it to several friends, all of whom 
have pronounced it a good book, and when read 
carefully fiom the first tothe last itis very con- 
vinc.ng Itis one uf the very vest books I ever 
read—tcr One to read who is trying to think his 
way out of the jungie of supeistition.—E. A. 
Wood, M.D., Syracuse, N. Y. 

It is all right in every 1espect.—Thomas H. 
Nichols, Black River Falls, Wis. 

This litcle volume is acandid investigation of 
theological claims and beliefs. `. st is tree 
from the vilifying language frequently encoun- - 
tered in Freethought literature. but instead 
appeals to the reas.n of the reader. Western 
Druggist, Chicago. 

A work of merit. A candid and sensib’e inves- 
tigation of theological claims and beliefs — 
Truth Seeker, New York. 

In this work an appropriate answer can be 
found to every statement made in support 
ofthe claims of modern Christianity, and to 
every fling at scientific agnosticism or so-called 

‘infidelity."—Author. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette Place. New Vork, N. V. 


Daniel K, Tenney’s 
BOOKS 


The Earth Not Created, 


Fallacy of All Cosmic Theories. ...Price, 15 cts. 


An able argument to show that the world has 
always existed. 


Never-Ending Life, 
Assured by Science.......-.0+.--Price, 6 cts. 


The best scientific argumentin favor of a fn- 
ture life that has ever before been made. 


Jehovah Interviewed, 


Or Orthodoxy from Headquarters...Price. 6 cts. 
A Newspaper reporter goes up to heaven and in- 
terviews Jehova. 


Theology, 
> Its, Origin, Career and Destiny.. -. Price, 10 cts. 


One of the best and most comprehensive sum- 
ming up of the absurdities of the Christian 
Theology that has ever before appeared. 


Holy Smoke in the Holy Land. 
Price, to cts. 


Susan H. Wixon says: “I have read, first and 
last, many accounts of Palestine, or ‘the Holy 
Land,’ but have never seen anything in thatline 
that pleased me so well as this description by 
Daniel K. Tenney.” 


The Plan of Salvation. Price, 10 cts. 


In this pamphlet Mr. Teuney shows the absurd- 
ity of the Christian “Plan of Salvation” in so 
clear and plain a manner that any Christian who 
bas a spark of reason left cannot fail to see it. 


“Owed” to the Clergy. Price, 6 cts. 


An address read before the Free Thought Con- 
gress held in Paine Hall, Boston, Nov. 17th, 1899. 


The Master’s Masterpiece, 
Or the Sermon on the Mount...... Price, 10 cta. 
This is the most thorough exposition of the fal- 


\acies of this noted “sermon” that was ever be- 
fore published, 


Modern Theology and Its Ideal Jesus 
Price, 10 cts. 


The absurdities of the reputed teachings of Jesus 
are here showa up as no other writer has ever 

resented them before, which will convince any 
forest reader that the most of them are Con- 
summMate nonsense. 


The Hon. Daniel K. Tenney, the author of these 
books, has been for many years the leading law- 
yer in one of the most distinguished law firms in 
Chicago, and there is not a more able writer in the 
Libera} ranks. 

Address, 


TRUTH-SEEKER COMPANY 


28 Latavette Place. Nene Y ont 


Father of Republics. 


By T. B. WAKEMAN. 


the address given bythe author at 
nveiling of the Bronze Bust of 
Paine at New Rochelle. N. Y., 

May 30, 1899. 


This speech was pronounced one of the most 
appreciative addresses on the author-hero ever 
delivered. Price, ro cents, 


Why Don’t God 
Kill the Devil? 


With Poem of Same Title. 


Price of the pamphlet, r5 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Containin 
the 
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The Press-Writers. 
Press-Writers’ Notes. 

Anarchy cortinues to be the lever used 
by the most active Press-Writers to gain a 
hearing in the more conservative press; and 
that much abused and variously under- 
stood word appears in the titles of many of 
the letters published this week. 

In the Weekly Enquirer (Cincinnati, O.), 
Sept. 26, Chas, A. Osborn scores the 
"M. Ds.” for allowing the large mortality 
amo2g children and for vaccinating them; 
Albert P. Lewis has a good one entitled 
“Sentiment.” 

Tae Graphic-Hrald (Webster City, 
Iowa). Sept. 27, prints one from Mrs. Har- 
riet M. Closz. on ‘Free Speech and the 
Virginia Constitution.” The Progressive 
Thinker (Chicago, Ill), Sept. 28, prints 
Mrs. Closz’s answer to the New York 
Journal’s religious editorial of August 11; 
the article was declined by the Journal. 

The Democrat (Elliott City, Md.), Sept. 
28, prints Francis B. Livesey on ‘Free 
Speech and Free Press.” In another col- 
umn, under the caption, “Is He a Prophet?” 
the editor quotes an article in the Laurel 
(Md.) Leader on Livesey'’s prediction of 
McKinley's death a year since. 

The Baltimore American, Sept. 28, prints 
one from Kate Austinin defense of An- 
archists; Sept. 30, Francis B. Livesey has 
a fine letter on ‘‘Anarchy and a Free 
Press,” claiming that a ‘‘ free press” is 
the most logical remedy for anarchy. 

In the State Democrat (Easton, Md.), 
Sept. 28, Livesey appears in one entitled, 
“Should We B: Vaccinated?” and inthe 
Centreville (Md.) Record of same date en- 
titled ‘‘ Discuss‘on of Vaccination.” 

The Baltimore Sun. Oct. 1, prints one 
from Livesey on ‘“ Education and An- 
archy.” 

In the Bulletin (Philadelphia, Pa.), Sept. 
26, J. M. Gilbert has a good on ‘‘Prophe- 
cies.” Sept. 27, D. Webster Groh has an- 
other on Bible temperance; John J. Flem- 
ing details the ‘‘ Cause of Anarchy.” Sept. 
28, G. L. Gullickson writes of the Inquisi- 
tion, and George B. Wheeler answers the 
Rev. Dr. Dager’s statement ‘‘ that not one 
of the twenty-seven names chosen for New 
York’s Hall of Fame was a scoffer at the 
Christian religion.’ The Rev. Dr. Dager 
appeared in the Philatelphia North Ameri- 
can, but the American declined to publish 
Brother Wheeler’s reply, and it was then 
sent to the Bulletin. 

Tae Baitimsre (M1) World, Sept. 27, 
prints John G. Palmer on ‘‘Anarchism and 
Assassination.” 

In the Boston Traveler, September 27, 
Mrs. Harriet M. Closz replies to a critic on 
the ‘‘ Religious Statistics of Prisons.” F. 
William E. Cullingford takes advantage of 
Boston’s small-pox scare to get in one on 
‘‘Anti-Vaccination.’’ September 30, Fran- 
cis B. Livesey writes of ‘‘ Hired Girls and 
Hired Men ;’’ Edward Stern declines quib- 
bling.” 

October 1, John J. Fleming has one on 
“Trust; Lucy Waters Phelps commends 

_ Judge Smith’s decision that ‘‘Sunday Base 
Ball” is not illegal. ‘‘ Paine Hall” (Wil- 
liam Duffhey) has one of the best letters 
yet printed en the Paine-Franklin contro- 
versy. October 2, Albert P. Lewis has a 
fias ons commending the noble character 
and lofty sentiment in the writings of 
Thomas Paine and Robert G. Ingersoll. 

NEW MEMBERS. 


c Debeck, Robert H., Woodfords, Me. 

c Jones, W. O., Quenemo, Kan. 

c Keever, Walter E., Box 228, Fountain 
City, Ind. 

c ME Ada M., Datil, Socorro county, 


NAME WITHDRAWN. . 


d Nichols, Dr. Charles-E., 19 Cortes street, 
Boston, Mass. 


DROPPED (mail returned). 


e Frauber, T. L., Golden Rod, Watson 
county, Tex. 

e McKenzie, Alex, 100 Mather street, Law- 
rence, Mass. 

é Richardson, Julius A., Jamestown, N.Y. 

e Severance, G. A.. 88 Congress street, 
New York, N. Y. 


DIED. . 
d Wilms, J. C., N.W. corner 8th and Vine 
streets, Cincinnati, O. 3 


* CORRECTIONS. 


c Emmert, Leonard D., Box 215, Carlisle, 
Pa. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


a Gifford, Miss Mabel, Sharon, Mass. 
c Varteyl, Gerrard, 153 W. 22d street, New 
York, N. Y. 
c Wilson; Dr. Thomas W., Rudefeha, 
Wyo. 
A. C. ARMSTRONG. 
17 Leroy street, Dorchester, Mass. 
A Target. 
. ONE GREAT LESSON. 

One great lesson the death of President 
McKinley at the hands of an assassin has 
taught the people is the necessity of more 
moral and religious education. Not in 
years has the secular press been so aroused 
and laid so much stress upon this phase of 
the subject. They realize that Atheism 
leads to anarchism. All Anarchists are 
Atheists. This condition of affairs may 
call ahalt on the so-called advanced, lib- 
eral, free-thinking methods adopted in 
some of our higher institutions of learning. 
Our state schools have cried down the so- 
called church colleges and charged that ec- 
clesiasticism dominated the minds of the 
students. On the other hand, the state 
schools have tolerated, if not encouraged, 
a freedom of moral and religious thinking 
that has made it easy for the boy to get on 
the high road to Infidelity and Atheism. 
These so-called Freethinkers are not so 
muchfree-thinkers as fool-thinkers, forSol- 
omon said: ‘‘The fool has said in his heart 
there is no God.” It is not the province of 
the state to teach any creed or doctrine. 
The established church is abhorrent to our 
sense of religious freedom. But the state, 
asa matter of protection and in order to 
promote the highest citizenship, has the 
right to demand that moral instruction, 
based upon a belief in a God, should be the 
cornerstone of our educational system.— 
The Ledger, Noblesville, Ind. 


A PAINE PICTURE 


FOR FRAMING. 
From the SHARP ENGRAVING 
of the ROMNEY PORTRAI1 


MONCURE D. CONWAY says: 
“I have seen in G. J. Holyoake’s 


library [Brighton, Eng.] a proof of the 
large [Sharp] engraving, with an in- 
scription onthe back by Thomas Paine 
who presented it to Rickman. It is 
THE ENGLISH PAINE, IN ALL HIS 
VIGOR.” 


Our picture is the same engraving 
mentioned by Dr. Conway. The 
features of the man he calls “the 
English Paine, in all his vigor,” 
stand out with marvelous clearness 
from the proofs. It is almost a resur- 
rection. No admirer of Paine can 
look on this picture without a feel. 
ing of thankfuiness that the shadow 
of himself which Paine pronounced 
good and presented to his friend 
Rickman has more than one hundred 
years afterwards returned to displace 
the caricatures and recopied like- 
nesses that have heretofore done duty 
as his portraits. 


Oval 8xro inches. Printed on the fine 
and heavzest paper 16x20 inches. 
Mailed, postpaid, - - a 50 cts 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Story 


OF THE 


Nineteenth Century, 


By Henry Smith Williams. 


Profusely illustrated. Crown 8vo. $2.50 


As its nameimplies, this volume touches upon 
all the important branches of science, explaining 
their most complex developments in a manner 
that, while being thorough, is within the com- 
prehension of the average layman. It not only 
brings one up to datein all the marvels of elec. 
tricity, medical and physical science, and natura 
phenomena, but it gives us an inkling of how the 
savants were led toexperiment, and adds most 
interesting sketches of the men who have made 
themselves famous by their researches. It is as 
interesting as a novel, and is profusely illus- 
trated, containing over one hundred beautifully 
executed pictures. 

It gives us the century’s progress in Astrono. 
my, Paleontology, Geology, Meteorology, Phys. 
ics, Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy, and Physiol. 
ogy, Scientific Medicine, Experimental Psychol. 
ogy, and considers some unsolved scientific prob. 
lems from the standpoint of the Agnostic in 
science. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


[October 12, 1901 


c6 99 The Leading Expo- 
M I | N 1), nent of the New 
ae Thought Movement. 

EDITED BY 


JOHN EMERY McLEAN and CHARLES BRODIE PATTERSON. 


This is the world’s largest and most important review of Liberal and Advanced Thought. It 
has just enteredits fifth successtul year, aud has in preparation features that will render it more 
attraecive than ever. Of immediate interest 1s the beginning, with t.e October number, ofa series 
of portraits, with biographic sketches of leading contributors. ; ; 

Each issue is an epitome of the latest and best information obtainable concerning the subjects 
upon waich MIND is quoted as authority—its special field being Progress and Research in 


Science............ Philosophy.......... Religion 
Psychology........Metaphysics........ Occultism 
MIND is the acknowledged leader in the literary world, of the grcat Mental Science Movement 
that is characteristic of our times, and should be in the hands of every thinker. 
80 pages monthly, large magazine size 
$2.00 a years sesse..oe. 20 cents a copy. 


Not only a “seeker” 
but an expounder of 
ascertained Truth: 


MIND is for sale on all news-stands, or may be obtained direct from the publishers. 
THE ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO., 569 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Price Cut in “Two. 


A $4.00 Book For $2. 


Supernatural Religion. 


An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation. 


We have in stock a limited edition of this great work, which we are 
anxious to dispose of, and to do so will cut the price as above stated. This 
book is published in London at $15 00, but our American edition has always 
sold for $4.00. The work was published anonymously, but the author is 
now known to be Mr. Cassels, a nephew of the great Dr. Pusey, and one of 
the deepest scholars of England. Probably no work ever printed in Eng- 
land excited greater interest than this. The great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is 
the author?” It is most damaging to the claims of Christianity, and its po- 
sitions and statements have never been refuted by the clergy. It is very 
scholarly, and enters into the examination of the original Greek in detail 
and with great exactness. It exhausts the subject of Miracles, the Synoptic 
Gospels, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, the Resurrection and 
the Ascension, and contains full replies to the author’s critics. 

The London Times in speaking of this great work uses this language: 
“No book published in the world, at any time or in any age,.has had the in- 
fluence and effect on the thinking part of the community as this work. It 
has done more to open the eyes of the ignoraut and credulous, and sweep- 
away the dogmas and cobwebs of superstition, than any other book.” 

The three volumes of the London edition (which sells for $15) are ac 
curately reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 pages, and the index is 
full and complete. While our edition lasts we shall sell it for $2 to the 
readers of The Truth Seeker. Send in your orders early. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 23 Lafayette Place, New York. 


‘The Dynamic Theory 
Z——— Of,Life and Mind ~ ` 


An attecapt to show that all Organic Beings are both Constructed and 
Operated by the Dynamic Agencies of their respective Environments 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER______—-~ 


OVER 490 ILLUSTRATIONS, 87 Chapters,. 1,067 Pages, and a 3-column 
index of II pages. Price, Express Prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This book is the most complete explanation of the processes of Evolution that has been printed. It 
isa PrO of the theory of Evolution, and is the condensed yt plain and ex licit information to be 
found in a whole library. A good title for it would be “EVOLUTION EXPLAINE It is a demonstra- 
tion of the origin and development of the animal kingdom, including man, and that organisms in- 

‘stead of being hand-made and purposive (as theologians contend) are machine-made machines, oper- 
ated by forces outside of theingelves Crhieh oyerturna the Christian dogma of ‘ freewill”), and that 

ind is not erson or thing at all, but a form of physical energy. ‘ ao i 

a It shows the relationship existing between man and the rest of animated creation in detail, prov, 
ingthe common origin and blood relationshi It shows what the geologists have discovered, and 
theages in which the different species have flourished, It explains the natural selection of species, 
their sexual and artificial selection, and the processes of differentiation. It shows the effect of temper- 
ature and other modifying agencies. It explains the origin of Sex, the action of the organs of our 
bodieswhich produce the senses, showing where the race gets its conscience” and moral sense, what 
“the Will” is, and it answers according to the latest discoveries of science a hundred other equally 
important questions. It isa summary of the knowledge of the world upon the subject of the develop- 
ment of the earth and race. et renee i F 

Itis a book for the Liberal student, lecturer, and debater. It gives technical information in an 
untechnical and easily understood manner. It is direct, simple, explicit. Every Freethinker should 
have it, should read it, should study it, and explain to the minister how foolish the little scheme o 
creation and “salvation” is. 


The price of this splendid work is $2.75. But we will send it with TheTruth 
Seeker a year at a large discount—both ordered together, $4.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


‘Eighty Years and More’ 
---ELIZABETH CADY  STANTON.=-- 


mem 


12mo. 475 pp., complete in one volume, cloth bound, with eleven portraits. 


` 


Price, $2. Address® THE TRUTH SEEKER , 
m ` SEEREN 28 Lafayette Place, New Vork City. , 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 28. No. 42. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturday, October 19, 1901. }28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 Per Year. 


Note andComment 


The Christian Advocate gives sanction 
to lynching by declaring that the authori- 
ties, by not suppressing the meetings of 
parsons calling themselves Anarchists, be- 
come responsible for what the citizens may 
do without law. S 

A Baltimore woman applies to the pòlice 
for protection from her neighbors, who ac- 
cuse her of being a witch, ard persecute 
her accordingly. Baltimore is the hotbed 
of Catholicism, and no outbreak of delusion 
should excite wonder. 


Senator George F. Hoar of Massachu- 
setts presided at the National Unitarian 
Conference just held in Saratoga, but de- 
clined reelection as president, and Carroll 
D. Wright, the religious statistician, was 
chosen as his successor. 


A man found sleeping in a stable in 
Adelphi street, Brooklyn, turned out to be 
the Rev. Erastus Huntington Saunders, an 
Episcopal clergyman. He was locked up, 
but when he explained that he had been in- 
volved in sundry domestic and financial 
difficulties the magistrate allowed him to 
go. 


Corrigan, the Catholic archbishop of the 
New York diocese, has been preaching ser- 
mons against Socialism, which he holds re- 
sponsible for the death of McKinley. The 
Rev. Father T. Grady of Bellevue, Ky.. 
challenges the archbishop to defend his 
views in oral combat, but Corrigan ignores 
his defi. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
has adopted a resolution to change the 
rules of ths society so as to permit it to 
circulate the revised as well as the autho- 
rized edition of the Bible. The American 
Society still confines itself to the version of 
King James and the chronology of Arch- 
bishop Ussher. 


As President Roosevelt favors the Re- 
formed church. when he attends any, the 
church of that denomination in Washington 
will spend $30,000 to provide accommoda- 
tion for the enlarged congregations it ex- 
pects during Roosevelt’s presidency. Ted- 
dy. it is anticipated, will prove a better 
drawing card than the Holy Spirit. 


Mrs. Grann's’s National Purity Society 
held a convention in Chicago last week, 
when immorality and all its sources were 
discussed. The members of this society 
hold that low-necked dresses, bicycle gar- 
mənts, and stimulating food are the chief 
causes of wickedness, and they are not rec- 
ognized by Anthony Comstock, who is a 
monomaniac on the subject of bad books 
and pictures. 


A Cambridgeport, Mass., negro, who 
subscribes himself ‘'the Rt. Rev. Justus 
James Evans, D.G., the Great Seer and 
Prophetic Leader of the Negro Race,” 
asserts that he has ‘‘received a direct com- 
munication from Almighty God,” who has 
spoken unto him ‘‘concerning the negro 
people of America and of the nations, the 
times, aud the seasons.” This is important 
if true, and it is as true as any other as- 
serted communication from God. 


When John Most was brought up for 
trialin a New York court on a charge of 
outraging public decency, he explained 
that the offending article was written by 
Carl Heinzen and published many years 
ago in the Pioneer, and that he had re- 
printed it in the Freiheit to fill up. The 
article advocated the murdering of despots, 
and concluded: ‘We say, Murder the 
murderers. Save humanity by blood, iron, 
poison; and dynamite.” It is understood 
that Heinzen advocated the removal only 
of Old World despots, warning the reader 


that the method had no applicaticn to con- 
ditions existing in a republic. Mr. Most, it 
is said, omitted that part of Heinzen’s arti- 
cle and lumped presidents along with czars. 

A fac simile of the famovs gold bar of 
King Mena, first sovereign of Egypt, found 
by Professor Petrie at Abydcs, bas: been 
received bythe Egypt Exploration Fund of 
America, whose secretary, the Rev. Dr. W. 
C. Winslow, livesin Boston. Theoriginal of 
the bar goes to the Chicago Museum. This 
relic is of great interest, owing toits age, 
which is some 6,650 years, making it about 
750 years older than Adam would beif he 
had lived. 

The seminary at Belvidere, N. J., con- 
ducted by the Misses Elizabeth and Belle 
Bush, is in financial difficulties, its equip- 
ments having been auctioned cf a few 
days ago under a chattel mortgage. The 
Belvidere Seminary was a non-sectarian, 
and practically secular, schcol, but it is 
now said that Spiritualism was inculcated 
by the sisters, who are well-known adher- 
ents of that philoscphy, and thiscaused the 
downfall of the institution. 


A minister who has just been buried in 
Brooklyn at the expense of others was the 
victim of his attempt to live according to 
the command, ‘‘Sell all thou hast and give 
to the poor.” He was an Englishman 
named Simpson, who came to Brooklyn 
with a small fortune, which he gave in 
portions to those who asked. When it was 
all gone, he fed upon crusts that he found 
in garbage cans. He was highly esteemed 
by the poor while his money lasted. 


The officials of Belgium as well as those 
of this country itch to lay hands on citizens 
who exercise freedom of speech. In Brus- 
sels the public prosecutor applied to the 
Chambers for leave to prosecute Deputy 
Smeets for a socialistic speech which he 
made to the colliers of Seraing, which is re- 
garded as subversive of good order. There 
could hardly be worse order than where a 
member of the legislature is thus liable to 
arrest for talking to his constituents. 


A slipper manufacturer in Worcester, 
Mass.. has a chapel in his workshop. He 
isa religious worker in that city, and be- 
lieves, he says, that it is just as impor- 
tant to start out in the day with God as it 
is to have sufficient stock on hand for the 
making of shoes. Not many of his em- 
ployees agree with him, evidently, for the 
morning chapel services between 6:30 and 
7 o'clock are attended sometimes by only 
three, in addition to the proprietor, who 
conducts the services. 


The archbishop of York thinks that re- 
cent British reverses in South Africa are 
due to the nation’s remissness in the matter 
of prayer, and contrasting this remissness 
with the spiritual activity of the Boers, he 
calls on everybody to pray for greater suc- 
cess for English arms. If he believes in 
the ¢fficacy of prayer, why does he not ad- 
vise that both armies retire frcm the field 
and thatthe professioral prayors advance to 
the firing line and show what theycan do? 
God does not seem to be on the side of the 
largest battalicns in this Britis h-Boer dis- 
pute, and that fact has kept the English 
clergy guessing ever since the war broke 
out. 


John Dowie of Chicago, who calls him- 
self Elijah II., does not intend, like Mrs. 
Wilmans, to svffer from the accusation of 
not delivering the goods he is paid for. He 
gives absent treatment in the form of pray- 
ers, and makes a record of the day and hour 
when the prayer is let off. He takes the 
application for prayer in his hand, ard the 
moment he is done praying he inserts the 
paper between the jaws of an electric time 
stamp, brings his fist down on the top of 
the device, and the exact time is thus re- 


corded on the paper, which is filed away 
for future reference. The system ought to 
operate as a check on the recording angel, 
and prevent mistakes, 


This is the sort of thing they publish in 
London to show how Christians love one 
another. It is from the English Church- 
man: ‘‘Itis a well-known fact that Rome 
connived at the assassination of President 
Lincoln. The late President McKinley 
before his death issued a‘terrible ex- 
posure of the iniquities of Rome, and 
kindly sent copies of it tothe National Pro- 
testant Federation. Rome has endeav- 
ored to suppress this document, and copies 
are exceedingly scarce. Extracts from this 
exposure are published by the N. P. F.in 
their leaflet No. 10. Every reader of the 
English Churchman shculd send 1s. for 
copies to the Hon. Sec.” 


A decision of interest to strong-armed 
wives has been rendered by a New York 
magistrate. Helene Dumoulin, who ownsa 
cutlery store, is burdened with a husband, 
Adolph Dumoulin, who will not work, and 
left her because she refused to give him all 
her property. Mrs. Dumoulin went after 
Adolph, and finding him in other lodgings, 
gave him a dogwhipping and ordered him 
home. Adolph desired to prosecute her for 
assault, but the magistrate, whose name is 
Pool, said that Helene had actedin the best 
interests of all concerned, and that the hus- 
band should be grateful to her for looking 
him up and giving him what he needed. 
He then refused to hold the lady 


A list of the names of children who had 
been ‘‘cured’’ by the St. Anne relic was 
given out last week. Somebody took the 
trouble to attempt the verification of a few 
of the miracles, with the usual result. 
Some of the children reported healed are 
back in the hospitals worse off than before. 
Some are at home in bed waiting for the 
miracle to happen. The physicians say 
that the taking the children from under 
their care and removing braces or dispens- 
ing with crutches does the patients much 
injury and retards their recovery. A few 
glib-tongued little liars are kept on hand 
by the promoters of the miracle joint to tell 
the story of their cure to the marines and 
other earnest inquirers. 


: President Roosevelt is a vice-president of 
the Long Island Bible Society, which pub- 
lishes in tract form an address that he 
delivered at a meeting of the society last 
June. In the course of the address Mr. 
Rosevelt declares that the Bible contains 
not the least apology for the man of brains 
who sins against the light, but declares 
that a heavier condemnation is to be visited 
upon the able man who goes wrong than 
upon a weaker one, who cannot doas much 
harm. Then it is fairto infer that Mr. 
Roosevelt did not find in the Bible any jus- 
tification for his treatment of the rmemcry 
and fame of Thomas Paine. In dealing 
with history, he probably gets his light 
from James Cheetham. 


The will of William Waterford, a promi- 
nent New Jersey Spiritualist, contains the 
following clause: ‘‘I bequeath to my execu- 
tors, in trust, $4,000 fer the purchase of 
books upon the philosophy of Spiritualism, 
not sectarian or of any creed, church, or 
dogma. The books to be placed where 
they can be free to all who desire to think 


‘for themselves and who are seeking for the 


truth from the true and the living God, for 
I believe in one God, one churcb, and one 
country, first, the Great Unknown; second, 
the whole human race as one family; third, 
the whole globe, the home of all nations. 
This is my trinity.” The heirs attacked 
this part of Waterford’s will, but Vice 
Chancellor Grey decides that it is valid, 
and the general public will have oppor- 


tunity to read some works on Spiritualism. 


News of the Week. 


Abdur Rahman Khan, ameer of Afghan- 
istan, died Oct. 3, aged 71 years. He was 
a successful ruler, and asa husband he is 
mourned by many widows. 


Lorenzo Snow, president of the Mormon 
church, died in Salt Lake City, October 
10, aged 87 years. Snow was converted 
to Mormonism by Joseph Smith in 1836. 


The census shows that there are 1,815,- 
097 more males than females in the United 
States. Only eleven states have an excess 
of women, Massachusetts leading with 
70,398. 

The government has about $700,000, 000 
more money on hand than it knows what to 
do with, and Congress will be called upon 
to devise some way of applying it and stop- 
ping the increase. 


Sir Thomas Lipton intimates that he will 
challenge again for the America cup. Un- 
der the rules he will be obliged to build a 
new boat or waittwo years before he can 
have another race. 


The Challenge, a Socialistic newspaper, 
H. Gaylord Wilshire, proprietor, which re- 
cently removed from Los Angeles to New 


York, is denied the ‘usual mail ratesby the 


post-office department. An attaché of the 
post-office is quoted as saying that the rep- 
resentations of the publishers of the Chal- 
lenge do not conform to the law. 


The Algemeen Handelsblad, an Amster- 
dam paper, publishes: an open letter to 
President Roosevelt cn behalf of the 
Boers. It contains this passage: ‘‘ May 
the splendid ultimate triumph of the Dutch 
race.in Africa be forwarded by the sym- 
pathy of that American nation whose 
triumph had the ardent wishes of Hol- 
land.” 


The Rev. John J. Gallagher, a Catholic 
priest, was sent to Bellevue Hospital to 
have his sanity tested. He thinks he is a 
soldier of God and that he is winning gold 
stripes in the divine service. Annie Dono- 
van, an Irish girl, has also been committed 
to Bellevue. She suffers from religious 
mania, and isso anxious to reach heaven 
that she proposes killing herself. 


Laurent Tailhade, a French literary 
man, must go to jail for a year and pay a 
fine of $200 for writing an article in which 
the Russian Emperor Nicholas, President 
Loubet of France, and the cabinet minis- 
ters were called ‘‘tyrants and oppressors of 
the people.” Emile Zola defended M. 
Tailhade on the ground that his article 
was literature and not an incitement to 
murder. 

On being examined in court the alleged 
Austrian Anarchist Glavenovich, who was 
arrested while loitering about the Vatican 
grounds and on whose person a razor was 
found, with which, it was said, he intended 
to murder the pope and Cardinal Ram- 
polla, the papal secretary of state, denied 
that he was an Anarchist or that he had 
any intention of making an attack upon 
the pope or any one else. He was sen- 
tenced to fifteen days’ imprisonment for 
carrying arms. 


Ann O’Delia Diss Debar, the woman 
who swindled the aged Luther Marsh some 
years ago, is again in trouble, this time 
in London. She is now the wife of a man 
named Jackson, who claims to be a rein- 
carnation of Jesus Christ. There are a 
number of charges against the pair, one 
for obtaining money by false pretenses and 
others against the man for assaulting 
young women who joined their cult, the 
“Theocratic Unity.’ The young women 
allege the use of hypnotic infiuence in ac- 
complishing their ruin. 
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THE ORIGIN OF CONSCIENCE. 


IT IS A RESULT OF GROWTH AND 
EDUCATION. 


Conscience Permits Us to Do Anything We Have Been 

_ Taught to Believe Is R:ght—The Conscience of a 

Thug or of a John Calvin Looks Complac ntly Upon 

Murder—Inward Monitors of the Inquisitors Did 

Not Reproach Them When they Burned People. 
BY GEORGE ALLEN WHITE. 


Conscience is no longer an infallible guide. No 
more do its warnings speak true. Conscierce is 
a mountebank. Itis nothing but a habit of the 
mind, the same as blowing the nose is more im- 
mediately a habit of the body. It is an antomatic 
humbug. Ifa carpenter picks up a hammer, and 
is about to strike a nail with it, but discovers that 
the claw instead of the proper side is downward, 
he instinctively pauses and reverses it without 
any thought being necessary on the part of the 
brain. Years of experience have rendered nerve- 
centres capable of responding to the message of 
incongrnity conveyed by the eye. It is the con- 
science of the craft ofcarpentering. A rule of the 
craft is about to be broken, and concentrated ex- 
perleuce says itis not right. 

Conscieuce is anevolution; man seeks happi- 
ness, aud in striving to attain it he notices that 
conduct of a certain description tends to frus- 
trate the desire, while conduct of a different kind 
tends to promote fruition. Gradually acquiring 
experience, the intellect of man decides repeat- 
edly in favor of a pursuit of the latter mode of 
conduct; and in the course of time these decisions 
become what is loosely termed second-nature. 
Eventually, with no more exertion of mind, with 
no more couscious realization of the merits in- 
volved in the question decided, than was found to 
be present in the case of the carpenter and the 
hammer, the man instinctively rebels against that 
activity which was found to be promotive of un- 
happiness. This solidification of experience, this 
distinctively mental habit, is solely a result of the 
functions of the mind operating in entirely nat- 
ural ways. ‘‘ Conscieuce,” then, is not an entity, 
but is an attribute. Mental impressions, weigh- 
ings, aud decisions, in numerous iustauces prac- 
tically alike, are requisite to the formation of 
that evolved mental attribute known as con- 
science. Thought is the unavoidable precedent 
to it; for even with the vague and incipient con- 
sciences which babes may possibly be held to 
possess, aucestral thought was the a 

` fundamental. 
CONSCIENCES VARIOUS AS VIEWS OF LIFE. 

Conscience, it is thus seen, must necessarily 
vary to just the exteut that mens’ ideas as to what 
constitutes happiness vary; and those ideas are so 

` widely apart and so prolific of discussion that it 
is not strange that no two persons on the globe 
should have precisely the same consciences. No 
philosopher, however profound, can appear be- 
fore the world with a coufidence boru of convic- 
tion, and declare that he knows exactly what 
modes of couduct in all the decillious of actions 
takiug place each hour would best coutribute to 
happiness. Some try to achieve pleasure by 
toadying to God, others by philanthropy toward 
their brethren, and others by ministering almost 
exclusively toself. Their consciences are as vari- 
aut as are their views of life. 


It is difficult to educate a bad conscience of long | 


standing. The Indian taken in haud by a 
home-missionary orgauization and brought to 
accept Christianity and to dress as white men do, 
always feels working within his breast that an- 
cestral couscience which informs him that to 
scalp others is a praiseworthy thing; and often- 
times he goes so far as actually to indulge his 
couscience-condoned propensity in this direction. 
Conscience thus is reduced to beiug a merely tem- 
porary persoual standard of conduct. Ina world 
filled with wrong of every kind, a finite being has 
to think deeply and well to find out simply what 
modes of action appear to be most conducive to 
morality. Absolute knowledge he cannot have. 
Au iufinite being, of course, would change the 
entire universe into consonance with the right; 
but, as there is no such being, conscience is and 
must remain always a matter of relativity—rela- 
tive, and not absolute—plastic and not adaman- 
tine. Modern research has shown that barbarians 
who practice customs that seem to us grossly im- 
moral are troubled with no qualms of -consciencé. 
It would be absurd to maintain that they know 
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better, but year after year, century after century, 
persist in their immoralities out of sheer per- 
versity and wilfulness. 

CONSCIENCE IN ANIMALS. ' 

‘Animals are now known to have consciences, 
Many domestic varieties are found to exhibit 
moral activities In their relations to mankind. In 
their relations to one another, within the species, 
almost all animals are known to be possessed of 
consciences. What, then, becomes of the old 
orthodox assertion that the God-implanted hall- 
mark of conscience as found only in man demon- 
strates his ownership of an immortal soul? 

The conscience which differs inthe child and 
the man, in the race and the century, in sickness 
and health, has placed its seal of approval upon 
all conceivable sorts of deviltry. Nothing has 
been too vile for conscience. 

The consciences of the old Romans declared it 
proper that Jesus Christ should be put to death 
for sedition and blasphemy. 

The conscience of Jonathan Edwards was 
sweetly soothed by the thought of billions of 
babes being wracked in hell-torments for aye. 

The conscience of John Calvin looked on at 
Servetus burning at the stake for doctrinal heresy 
—and yelled “ Amen!” and “ Selah!” 

The conscience of the writer of this essay re- 
proved him when achild for daring to whistle on 
Suuday. 

The zonszlence of the Baptist church gets three 
sheets iu the wind whenever John D. Rockefeller 
has realized enough from the kerosene-oll users of 
America—those who cannot afford electricity—to 
think himself warranted in Landing over a drib- 
let of it to the God who sent Dives to hell. And 
yet they say that oil and water will not mix! 

The conscience of the fathers who rang in the 
Inquisition on the medieval humanity was never 
rosier or calmer than when some ass who insisted 
on feeding himself with ‘‘mere morality” in- 
stead of on Jonah and the whale, was being made 
into pate de foie gras, or divine mincemeat. 

The conscience of the North in 1861 was just 
as boisterous as the conscience of the South and 
no more so. i 

INWARD MONITORS OF ORIENTALS. 

When India became subject to Great Britain, a 
translation of the sacred laws of the former coun- 
try was desired. The one who read them off to 
Sir William Jones compelled the promise that his 
name should never be revealed; so great did he 
consider the sin of making them known to a 
foreigner. He could not be induced to read them 
on a forbidden day of the moon or without going 
through with the ceremouies prescribed in the 
Vedas. He could not be wholly false to his dear 
old conscience ! 

The consciences of the Phenicilans who made 
sacrifices of their living children to the God Mo- 
loch, or Saturn, gave them no hints that the act 
was wrong. Infanticide used to be prevalent in 
Greece and Rome. Aristotle aud Plato defended it. 
China practices it to-day. Where in “conscience” 
is the God-implauted mentor? One of the greatest 
of authorities declares that there is ‘‘no feeling of 
infanticide being wrong or criminal” in China. 

The cousciences of the ancient Grecians per- 
mitted them to lie with the greatest freedom, al- 
though forbidding many other indiscretions or 
crimes. 

The modern couscieuce allows wholesale eva- 
sion of just taxes if one finds it possible to escape 
the collector; but smuggling is punished by law 
aud couscience both. 

The conscience of Puritan New England one 
hundred years and more ago had no protests 
agaiust liquor-drinking; but of the two spirits, 
the Holy and material, or alcoholic, it is to be be- 
lieved that the Puritan would have gotten along 
better without the former than the latter. 

Old Jonah, attempting to get away from Jeho- 
vah, weut down into the hold of the ship—among 
the silk aud cauued lobster--aud fell into a pro- 
fouud sleep; which shows either that his con- 
science did not trouble him for his escape, or that 
he broached a cas2 of extra dry which he came 
across down there. 

MISTAKES OF CONSCIENCE. 

“The Belgian Coufessiou, as it is called, drawn 
up iu 1561-1563, declares of sundry books now 
regarded as spurious and not eutitled to a place 
in God’s word: ‘‘ And we believe all those things 
contained iu them, because the Holy 
Spirit witnesses to our consciences that they 
emanated from God.” Conscience was just a trifle 
mistaken again. 

The consctence of the Fijiian condemns him 


uuless he has succeeded in wyrderjug somebody, 


disclosures of the Bible. 


and it sets up a great congratulatory hullabaloo 
when a slaughter has been effected. 


The conscience of the Egyptian, like that of the 


| Greek of old, approves him in emphatic phraseol- 
ogy if he tells wrong stories without being de- 
tected. 


The conscience of the Turcoman cannot remain 


long at ease unless he is robbing and plundering, 
and so loud and unmistakable is its knocking that 
he frequently makes pilgrimages to the sepulchres 
of noted thieves for the purpose of presenting of- 
ferings to their memory. 


These are only a few illustrations of the im- 


potence of conscience considered as a moral guide. 


Then, too, if couscience is supreme, why are 


children sent to Sunday school and educated in 
other ways? Can an infallible and innate rule of 
right conduct require to be gradually evolved in 
the young? If right conduct can be evolved by 
good parents, why may not bad conduct be 
evolved by bad parents? 
for, if conscience is always powerful in disapproval 
of wrong? Why pray to God for guidance if con- 
science is ready at command? Clergymen protest 
that Christ gave to the world a schedule of mo- 
ralities without which it would now be in dark- 
ness. 


What is religion itself 


Then where was “conscience” all the 
while previously to his appearance? If conscience 
is sufficient, Christ was not needed; while if 
Christ was needed, conscience was manifestly 
recreant in performance of duty and failed to fill 
the bill. Infidels are not infrequently asked how 
people would Know what* was right but for the 
By means of ‘‘con- 
science,” to be sure. Perhaps, however, conscience © 
is not all it is said to be on the advertising sheéts 
of faith. 
t SEARED” CONSCIENCES. 

After the field of discussion on this matter has 
been thoroughly threshed, however, and the relig- 
ious disputants have been routed zz toto, the usual 
excuse to be employed is that it is possible for 
conscience to be ‘‘ seared’’ by abuse so that in 
the course of years it may become dormant. This 
abaudons the whole contention, for if conscience 
can change it is not an infallible authority on 
questions of morals, and hence cannot in reality 
merit any of that reverence which Christians have 
been wont to accord it. 

Not only can an originally passable conscience 
grow to be ‘“‘seared,” but the major part of the 
inhabitants of the earth are born with consciences 
more or less in that condition. Not only can con- 
sciences differ so widely that some of them may be 
termed ‘‘ seared,” but they may and do also differ 
almost inappreciably, and between these poles of 
great and small divergences exist millions of 
gradations traversing the entire territory to be 
covered betweeu ideal sainthood and abject crimi- 
nality. A couscience does not get to be ‘‘ seared ” 
in a day. 

The conscience which can approve the sending 
of a temporarily repentant murderer to heaven, 
and the casting of the moral but unchurched vic- 
tim iuto hell, is surely ‘‘ seared ” beyond hope of 
recovery; and the God who ordered men to believe 
the trash contained in the ape-inspired books 
chancing to be decided upon by the Council of 
Trent as God-inspired, or to be damned for all 
time, is troubled with the worst case of “sear” on 
record. He should be locked up with Jesse Pom- 
eroy and a rag-time graphophone to improve his 
disposition. That isthe plain truth. It is com- 
mon sense. 

Most people’s consciences seem at present to 
have got pretty badly seared on the justice of 
forcing other nations at the mouth of the cannon 
to gulp down the Council of Trent’s decision and 
poor rum from Boston under the guise of “benev- 
olent assimilation.” 

The public conscience is seared in regard to the 
socialistic measures to which great and good men 
have given their voice for generations. It still 
imagines it right that a so-called civilization 
founded ou commercial gold, trickery, industrial 
murder, and indiscriminate international terri- 
torial kleptomania, is a boon conferred. by God 
Almighty and a political party as the crown- | 
ing glory of eons of progress from mudhood to 
manhood. It is bad to havea seared conscience 
and not know it. That is what ails Christendem 
to-day. ; 
[To be concluded. | 


` Survival of the Fittest. 

Pat: “I worked last Sunday and made foive dol- 
lars.” Pastor: “Yes; but Patrick, you broke the 
Sabbath.” Pat: “Will, wan ay us hod to be 
broke,” —Baltimore World, 


October 19, 1961) 
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THE CONGRESS AT BUFFALO. 


TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL. MEET- 
ING OF LIBERALS. 


A Good Attendance of Members and Visitors from Local 
Socleties—Harmonions Meeting Only Temporarily 
Distnrbed by Tronble-hunters, Who Resign and 
Withdraw—A Committee Finds the Secretary’s Ac- 

. counts Accurate and Well Kept—Addresses by Dr. 
W. A. Croffut, Moses Hull, and Professor Eccles. 


The twenty-fifth annual Congress of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union and Freethought Federation. 
was called to order Friday morning, October 4, by 
the acting president, E. M. Macdonald. There 
were about the usual number present from out of 
town, but the local atteudance was almost noth- 
ing. There used to be a German Freethought 
society iu. Buffalo, but it was absorbed by the 
Turn Verein, and there is no attempt at Free- 
thought organization in the city now. Buffalo 
has four or five Spiritualist societies, and Moses 
Hall, decorated with the title of ‘‘Reverend,”’ pre- 
sides over a spiritual temple and a flourishing con- 
gregation. He attended nearly all the sessions of 
the Congress, aud spoke several times; his title 
does not seem to have changed him, Mrs. Lin- 
coln, who presides over another of the Spiritual 
societies, also addressed the convention; but as 
she spoke iuspirationally it is difficult to tell just 
where she stands on Secularism. Aside from the 
members of the Union and Federation, the attend. 
ance was principally from these Spiritual associa- 
tions. 

Dr. Croffut of Washington, vice-president, ad- 
dressed the Congress as follows: © 

DR. CROFFUT’S ADDRESS. 

We, Freethiukers of America, meet once more in 
National Congress to compare experience and ob- 
servations, to unlfy our efforts, to harmonize 
-and coordinate the work of auxiliary leagues, to 
cut auother notch indicative of the progress our 
cause is making in the world, and to concert 
measures whereby that progress may be pro- 
moted. That an advance is actually being made 
all along the line we take for granted. As we 
look back along the course of history, that ad- 
vance is distinctly perceptible. It is marked 
by zigzags; now a move forward, now a move 
backward, now the procession rapidly pressing 
on to higher ground, now the wheels blocked, the 
motive power paralyzed; but, observed from un- 
obscured hill-tops and through long distances, 
making unmistakable headway towards the clear 
mountain heights of iutellectual enfranchise- 
ment and uuiversal tolerauce. 

Nor, brethreu aud sister Agnostics, nor is the 
progress chiefly within our own ranks. Iudeed, 
ouly an Insignificaut fraction of it is-in our ranks. 
The progress {s chiefly in the bosom of the ortho- 
dox church, which is rapidly becoming civilized- 
and even enlightened. The Methodists, the Pres- 
byterians, the Baptists—it is these who are being 
revolutionized. The spirit of the age is walkiug 
fearlessly abroad and the marvelous touch of the 
twentieth century stirs the uuiversal pulse and 
sets men to thiuking who never thought before. 
The cast-iron God whom our fathers worshiped 
is being resmelted of softer and more ductile ma- 
terial. A smile of paternal kinduess has been 
wrought intothe abhorrent features of Jehovah.and 
he is not as black as he used to be painted. Hell 
has been reconstructed aud equipped with patent 
veutilators aud an eutire refrigerating outfit. 
There is no such frantic rush for heaven as there 
used to be, since it became known that the astron- 
omers aud geologists, the naturalists aud chem- 
ists aud electriclaus aud philologists—the scientists 

.aud philosophers of the plauet constituting the 
really best society—have beeu peremptorily as- 
signed to hell. l 

Who believes iu miracles now? Ifa few who 
are outside of insane asylums do still believe in 
them or say aud really think they do, they at 
least refuse to discuss them. They draw a sharp 
line there. . The question whether Elisha made a 
spring permanently fresh by putting salt in it, 
whether the Pharaoh whose mummy has been 
found in the tombs of the kings and jis now on 
exhibition at Calro did actually perish in the Red 


Sea, whether five thousand people satisfied camp- : 


meeting appetites on five crackers and two sar- 
dines, whether Jonah dwelt in the intestines of a 
whale for three days and was ejected in a condi- 
tion fit to travel—these questions are deemed too 
sacred to be discussed. i 


We are assembled to day in Buffalo, in the 
presence of a vast exhibit of man’s power over 
insensate matter—a splendid aggregation of tro- 
phies—a magnificent collection of the triumphs 
of the humat mind that could never have been 
made if the church had remained dominant. For 
over and over again, by bell, book, and candle, 
the church has cursed every effort of man to lift 
himself above the brute by improving his physi- 
calcondition. It has insisted that as an all-wise 
God created the planet and all that it contains, 
he must have made it just right so that it would 
never need any amendment—therefore that the 
canal, the steamship, the railroad, the loom, were 
the impious contrivances of ungodly men. 

Moreover, the church has taught that man 
ought to believe just what his father and mother 
believed. How can a man best serve his genera- 
tion and posterity? By repeating day by day the 
creed of his father and mother merely because 
they held it? Itell you, “Nay!” The way in 
which a man can best honor his father and mother 
is by improving their creed,and a man may easily 
and shamefully dishonor his parents by repeating 
the shibboleth they pronounced, by believing the 
dogmas they believed, by walking in the narrow 
path where they walked, by refusing to takea 
step in advance with the inspirations to progress 
all around him. What! Shall it be that theology 
shall make no progress in a generation which sees 
the railroad hug the planet in its iron arms, which 
sees the telegraph whisper with a tongue of thun- 
der the thoughts of nations, which sees the 
thought leap joyfully without the wire from 
deck to deck, from continent to coutiuent, 
which sees the stn paint vivid pictures of 
landscape and of life, aud the air turn liquid 
and pass under the yoke of man’s enchant- 
ment, becoming another potent factor of utility; 
which sees animated pictures carrying the very 
gestures of one generation to the next; cau it be 
when we are on the threshold of the greatest 
progress and invention, when all things else move 
forward, that man shall remain a slave to tradi- 
tion and worship and bow down before the atro- 
phied mysteries of the past? ‘‘Isn’t your mother’s 
creed good enough for you?” every Freethinker is 
asked. We answer: No! no! No creed is good 
enough for any man except one derived from his 
mother’s knowledge, plus the knowledge that 
later years have couferred on him. Every man’s 
horizon is larger than his mother’s, and his op- 
portunities greater, and it is a disgrace to him if 
his creed does not enlarge with his euvironment. 
If every man’s mother’s creed were good enough 
for him, there never would have been a reformer 
in the world. The reformer Liucoln would never 
have emancipated the slaves, or the reformer Gari- 
baldi have freed Italy, or the reformer Confucius 
have disturbed China, or the reformer Prince Sid- 
dartha have made war on Siva, or the reformer 
Jesus have denounced the corruption of the Jews. 
The world has made progress and has made this 
city the splendid rendezvous of skill and industry 
ouly because men outgrew their loving parents’ 
knowledge and aspiredto better couditious. More- 
over. brother, sister, how do I know that my in- 
telligeut aud thoughtful mother would not have 
held my creed if she had lived to have the benefit 
of my euviroument aud be led lovingly through 
the graud arcana of nature by Darwin aud Hux- 
ley sae Speucer, by Tyndall, Haeckel, and Edi- 
son ; : 

Let us pause a moment and make some attemp 


‘ at definitions: 


Science is the sum total of what man know. 

Religion is the sum total of what men do not 
know. 

If these definitions are correct it follows that as 


the realm of the kuown is all the while increasing, 


the realm of the unknown is all the while decreas- 
ing. As the kingdom of light expands, the king- 
dom of darkuess contracts. In other words, the 
dominion of religion is continually getting less 
and less, as sclence is hour by hour making con- 
quests. But as the time will never come when 
mau has found out everything, there will always 
be room for religion in the world. 

What is au Agnostic? The pulpit often declares 
that an Agnostic is a mau.who.does not know 
anything. Dr. Talmage has declared in a sermon 
that an Agnostic is a man who boasts that he 
does not know anything. Perhaps there is a 
better definition. An Agnostic is a man who 
knows that he does not know anything con- 
cerning those thiugs about which nothing is 
known. ‘‘ He must have a short creed,” says the 
pulpit. Yes; the amount of actual knowledge is 
still small, so the Agnostic’s creed is necessarily 
short. But perhaps a short creed founded on 


.the unknown. 


“hears. 


knowledge is more satisfactory than a very long 
creed founded on guesses and assumptions. An 
Agnostic knows one thing more: he knows that 
nobody else knows any more than he does about 
This he is certain of, because sci- 
entific observation has demonstrated that no hu- 
man being possesses any qualities different in kind | 
from those possessed by all other human beings. 

What is an Infidel? An Infidel is one who does 
not believe in the infallibility and perfect authen- 
ticity of a book whose origin cannot be established 
within two centuries; whose authors do not seem 
to be historical personages, and whose statements 
it is considered sacrilegious to investigate. 

What is prayer? Prayer is an appeal from the 
known to the unknown; a supplication for help 
from the solid earth to the mysterious void; a cry 
of piteous pain for relief to the ear that never 
Throughout all ages and in all lands 
prayer has escaped from the lips of fear, but no 
prayer is known ever to have been answered. The 
awful national solicitude and pity of which Buf- 
falo has just been the painful centre have com- 
bined to test the value of prayer; and if all efforts 
have proved anything they have proved its worth- 
lessuess. Every state in the Union organized all 
of its religious energies aud sedulously pleaded 
for the survival of William McKiuley to the God 
whom William McKinley had always worshiped 
and whose name was the last word on his lips. 
Did prayer prove a lotion to offset the assassin’s 
frenzied fury? No; there is not the slightest evi- 
dence that a whole nation on its knees prolonged 
the President’s life for one single minute. Mock- 
ing the church and its miracle-working God, the 
humble bullet did its work. Of course, the pulpit 
falls back on ‘‘Thy will be done,” which, tran- 
slated into the vernacular, means: ‘‘ God could 
have saved William McKinley, but as he did not, 
it was obviously right that he should perish by 
the assassin’s bullet.” ‘We were mistaken,” the 
church must say, “in requesting his recovery, for 
his death was the best thing that could happen, 
after all.” The Senegambians were in the same 
trouble that the Christians are in, but they did 
not lack sagacity. Wheu, after experimenting 
with their two-eared god for a century, they found 
him utterly dumb, they split him into kindling- 
wood and fabricated another without any ears 
whatever. 

Nor do we suppose that prayer has any sub- 
jective value; that it is helpful in its reflex influ- 
ence on the individual. It is obvious that if all 
prayer was answered no man would ever again 
work an hour in his life or put forth any energy 
for the accomplishment of desired ends. Is it not 
a corollary that if any prayer whatever is granted 
its effect on the supplicant is to diminish his efforts © 
in the fields covered by the answered prayer? If 
a man got money or bread by prayer he would 
certainly not work for bread or money. If he ob- 
tained miraculous protection during a journey by 
prayer, he would rely on that sort of defense in- 
stead of on his own strength and vigilance. If he 
were assured of good health by prayer, he would 
become indifferent to contagious diseases; would 
cease to study physiology and hygieue, aud would 
ignore the causes which produce consumption. 


Evolution is the almighty creator. 

Doing harm to a sentient being is the only sin. 

Love is the only redeemer. 

Human effort is the only prayer-hearing and prayer-an- 
swering god. 

The human heart is the only Hades—the only paradise. 

Science is the providence of man. 


~The other speaker set down for this session not 
being present, the chairman named a Committee 


| on Credentials, and adjourned the session. The 
. Committee on Credentials was composed as fol- 


lows: J. W. Harrington, Spring Lake, Wis.; W. 
G. Reichwald, Chicago, and the Secretary, E. C. 
Reichwald. pets 

As the speakers who had promised to be on 
hand were most of. them cousp{cuous mainly by 
their absence, those who did attend had to do 
double duty. Friday afternoon the subjoined let- 
ters were read: f 

LETTERS TO THE CONGRESS. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon of Fall River, Mass., 
a vice-president, wrote : 

« Circumstances prevent my being with you on 
the occasion of the twenty-fifth Anuual Congress 
of the American Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation, but I shall be present in thought and 
fullest sympathy. 

« We are bound together by ties of a common 


` cause—a cause that in uo wise has lost interest or 


vitality in consequence of recentevents. On the 
contrary, it has gained in importance, and calls 
[Continued on page 662. ] 
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PLANS FOR SPREADING LIGHT. 

A Texas reader, who thinks that only those be- 
lieve the Bible who have not read it, asks for our 
opinion of the practicability of his plan for stim- 
ulating a study of that book. He proposes that 
there be printed on small slips of paper chapter 
and verse references to the cruelties, falsities, 
contradictions, and even indecencies of the Chris- 
‘tian scriptures—with such directions as ‘‘ Read 
Numbers xxxi, 13-17,” for example—and that 
these slips be scattered everywhere in profusion; 
in the street and railway cars, in church yards, in 
the pews of the churches, and in the pulpit. It is 
our friend’s belief that the work would be attrib- 
uted to pious zeal, and that the more religious the 
recipient the more likely he would be to turn to 
the passages and have his eyes opened. 

Another friend, whose letter appears on page 
666, proposes printing on separate sheets such 
questions as those propounded by Mr. Gabrion in 
his “Open Letter to Christian Ministers ” pub- 
lished in two recent issues of The Truth Seeker; 
that such sheets be mailed inside the paper each 
week, and that subscribers post them in con- 
spicuous places. 

The carrying out of this latter plan is met with 
the difficulty that no unattached sheets except a 
bona fide supplement, and only one copy of that, 
can be inserted in a newspaper under the law 
without incurring prohibitive postage on the whole. 
However, the cost of mailing the sheets separately 
would not be large; the main item of expense 
would be paper and printing. 

- Our experience in this field of work has taught 

us that it is easier to prepare and print leaflets 
than to circulate them. Production is a less diffi- 
cult problem to solve than distribution. Leaflets 
-and posters sent out at random would in nine cases 
out of ten be neglected. The one man who would 
` use his copy ought to have the whole ten. There 
are many Freethinkers who, while willing to pay 
something to have our literature placed “where it 
will do the most good,” would not care to do the 
work themselves; and there are many others who 
would gladly act as distributing agents, but can 
not afford to pay the cost of obtaining the leaflets. 
These should not only be furnished with matter 
free of charge, but they should receive some com- 
pensation for their services. 

The Truth Seeker is prepared to print all the 
literature there is a demand for. The thing nec- 
essary to the success of the tract method is to 
bring together the persons who are ready to pay 
the cost and those who can undertake to distribute 
the tracts. We ask our readers who are of the lat- 
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ter class—that is, so sitnated that they can cir- 
culate leaflets or put up posters—to communicate 
with The Truth Seeker. Afterwards we will see 
about raising the means to set them at work. 


THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION AND 
FREETHOUGHT FEDERATION. 


Now that the atmosphere has been cleared by 
the withdrawal of the persons who have been 
making wild charges against the cfficers of the 
Union and Federation, we think the organization 
can be made more successful than ever. It is a 
most useful force with which to operate, for or- 
ganizations will be heard when individuals will 
not be listened to. Evidence of this is seen in the 
experience of Moses Hull, as he related at the 
congress in Buffalo. When the bill depriving the 
Spiritualists of some of their rights was before a 
legislative committee of this state Mr. Hull ap- 
peared at Albauy to oppose it. The first ques- 
tion put to him by the chairman of the committee 
was, ‘Whom do you represent?” ‘‘ Moses Hull,” 
was the answer. The chairman sniffed. Moses 
Hull had one vote only, while the people rep- 
resented by Anthony Comstock, who was pushing 
the bill, had some thousands. But Mr. Hull was 
not really alone, and said so. He represented the 
National Association of Spiritualists, numbering 
thousands, and the Spiritualists of New York 
state, numbering thousands more. When this was 
stated, Mr. Hull was permitted to address the 
committee, and the bill was never reported to the 
legislature.. Our own experience with the direc- 
tors of the Buffalo Exposition is the same. When 
we asked for a hearing on the Sunday opening 
of the Fair we did it in the name of the Free- 
thinkers of America, represented by the Amer- 
ican Secular Union and Freethought Federation, 
and Mr. Scatcherd immediately said yes. Had 
we asked for it as an individual only, our request 
would have been wasted words. So the import- 
ance and usefulness of the organization is beyond 
dispute. 

We heard at the congress a great many ex- 
pressions of regret that any attacks had been 
made upon the body, but no such expressions 
were elicited by the withdrawal of those who had 
waged the fight. When they refused to even at- 
tempt to make good their charges, they lost the 
consideration of the members. The. committee 
appointed to audit the books and hear charges 
were men whom no one could impeach or swerve 
from an honest discharge of their duty. , They 
announced that sessions of the committee would 
be public, and invited all to attend. Not a single 
person responded. Nevertheless, the committee 
went carefully through the books, examined the 
vouchers and receipts, also Mr. Plotts’s letters, 
aud rendered a report completely exonerating 
Mr. Reichwald, and in making this report, added 
a compliment for his clear and faithful bookkeep- 
ing, which, by the way, was done by his brother, 
W. G. Reichwald, who keeps the books for the 
firm of Reichwald Bros., commission merchants. 
So that the charge against the secretary involved 
also his daughter, who makes the initial entries 
in the blotter, and his brother, who completes the 
work by posting the amounts. They were accus- 
ing a most estimable young lady and both mem- 
bers of a firm which has done business with thou- 
sands of people for many years and stands high 
with the merchants of Chicago. And the Liberals 
of the country were asked to believe that these 
three persons conspired to steal five dollars—to 
“drown their glory in a shallow cup, and sell 
their reputations for a song!” Those who sided 


_with their traducers did so without knowing the 


facts, without hearing the other side, and solely 
upon the assertion of men who had not the cour- 
age to appear before the Auditing Committee and 
attempt to make good their claims. And but very 
few, less than a dozen probably, of those who 
rushed into print to assist the attacking party 
were ever members of the Union, or ever sup- 
ported it. 

The condemnation of the methods of the person 


who resigned the presidency and his aiders and 
abettors was sharp aud emphatic, while The Truth 
Seeker was heartily commeuded for the course it . 
has pursued iu the matter. 

Between seven and eight hundred paid their 
dues to the organization during the past year, and 
there were more members present at the congress 
than at any meeting for se vera) years. The election 
of officers was tunauimous and the best of feeling 
prevailed. 

The work of the organization during the com- 
ing year must be such as conditions impose. From 
the recent activity of the God-in.the Constitution 
party, we think there will be work at Washing- 
ton opposing Sunday laws which that party will 
endeavor to have passed by Congress, and oppos. 
ing amendments to’ our national Constitnticn 
looking to making this officially a Christian na. 
tion. We have also in hand one school case, now 
before the Supreme Court of Nebraska, in which 
the Christians endeavored to force biblical teach- 
ing upon the children of a Freethinker. 

The suggestions contained in General Birney’s 
letter must be acted upon, and other matters will 
come up from time totime. The Union and Fed- 
eration should be able to defend the rights of all 
Freethinkers when imperiled by religious bigotry. 
It is impossible to take up every case cf arrest 
for Suvday labor, but we should circulate litera- 
ture against Sunday laws in commuuities where 
such arrests are made, and thus create a public 
opinion which will prevent a repetition of such 
bigoted work. All legislatures which have tax 
bills or amendments to Sunday laws before them 
should be flooded with our literature, ard Con- 
gress should be well watched and the members 
enlightened by our arguments. The Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism, with the arguments to sup- 
port them, should be distributed by thousands 
amoug the officials and politicians of this country, 
from Alaska to Texas and from Maine to Califor- 
nia. That is what the organization is for, and it 
should do its work as zealously as the enemies of 
liberty do theirs Every Liberal in the coun'ry 
should send a dollar for a membership in the 
Union, and should add as much more to help do 
this work as he or she can afford. 

We may use this cccasion perhaps without im- 
propriety to thank the Liberals for thelr encour- 
agement aud support, and to assure them that we 
shall endeavor to so conduct the affaiis of the 
Uuion aud Federation that they will never have 
reason to regret it. Let the dead past bury its 
dead, and all unite in giving Freethought a for- 
ward impetus. 


TWO VETERANS. 


We have to chronicle the death of two aged 
Freethinkers whose names in times past have 
been familiar to readers of The Truth Seeker. 
They are Peter B. Reasoner of Adrian, Michigan, 
and Charles C. Johnson of Milford, Mastachu- 
setts. 

Mr. Reasoner, dying at the ageof seventy-nine, 
had been a resident of Adrian for fifty-eight 
years, and there was no citizen of that town 
more highly respected. Our knowledge of him 
as a subscrlber and friend, dates back a quar- 
ter of a century. He was one of the reliable 
sort who kept his mental balance. He searched 
for the truth. The promulgator of an unau- 
thorized statement from pulpit or press was sure to 
be questioned by him, and there can be no doubt 
that he did much within his field to promote tem- 
perance of speech on the part of the clergy. A 
few years ago, when a long-time acquaintance, 
Marshal O. Waggoner, professed to have experi- 
enced religion, aud allowed the statement to go 
out that he was about to burn his Infidel library, 
consisting, as was alleged. of the “the most mag- 
nificent collection” of irreligious works ever got 
together, Mr. Reasoner began at once to investi- 
gate. Out of Waggoner’s change of views he 
could make nothing, but under his scrutiny the 
‘ magnificent” Infidel library dwindled to a 
bundle of pamphlets which at publishers’ prices 
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were worth but afew dollars. Jt became appar- 
ent that Waggoner never had a library of Free- 
thought books, or that he had sold them off prior 
to the incineration of the unsalable remainder. 
Although our acquaintance with Mr. Reasoner 
was gained almost. wholly through correspond- 
ence, we mourn his loss as that of a personal 
friend. 

The life of Charles C. J ohnson, the patriarch of 
Milford, had spanned eighty-one years. He was 
born August 18, 1820, and died October 2, 1902. 
He was a great reader and a facile writer. His 
handwriting resembled script, and even in his 
extreme age he had a marvelous command of the 
pen. His fine “backhand ” manuscript is among 
our earliest recollections of Truth Seeker copy. 
Mr. Johnson was extremely broad in his Liberal- 
ism. His hospitality took no account of unpopu- 
lar opinions, and he was perfectly independent. 
Anybody who wished to know his views on relig- 
ion or any other subject would be accommodated, 
By his own exertions, coupled with frugal habits 
of life, he acquired a competency which placed 
him abcve the necessity of deferring to popular 
opinion on religious, political, and social ques- 
tions. Hence he spoke his mind with freedom. 
He chose also to be a Prohibitionist, and he was 
tolerant of radical thought on moral problems. 
He enjoyed the respect of his fellow-townsmen, 
by whom he will be missed as a familiar figure 
and a source of information on a wide range of 
subjects. It may be said with truth that the 
worid Is tha richer for his life, the poorer for his 
death. 


TAE TRUTH SEEKER AND MR. THOMAS. 


September 24, this current year,.we wuote to 


Mr. J. A. Toomas, president of a bank in Ryan, 
Iowa, who thought it was ‘‘as plain as daylight” 
that Mr. E. C. Reichwald, Secretary of the Ameri- 
cau Secular Union and Freethought Federation, 
and the Editor of The Truth Seeker had “ been 
exceedingly crooked with the books and funds of 
the A.S. U.,” and made the following proposi- 
tion, waich was also printed in this paper: 
“We will put up $100.00, you to put up the same 
ampunt, each of us shall choose a representative, they to 
choose a third, we will submit our books and accounts 
with the U nioa to them, andif they find that we have ever 


had a penny from the organization to which we were not j| 


justly entitled, you can take the two hundred dollars and 
we will pay the expenses of the investigation. If they de- 
cide that we have.not had any we were not justly entitled 
to we will take the $200.00 and you can pay expenses of 
the investigation.: Each of us shall put up $75.00 addi- 
tional to guarantee the expenses, ” 


We recur to this matter to say that Mr. Thomas 
has as yet shown no disposition to accept 
the challenge, and to say furrher that he can 
grab another hundred dollars if he can substan- 
tiate his “clear as daylight ” allegation. Mr. E. 
C. Reaichwald has authorized us to duplicate the 
offer for him, and is ready to proceed at any 
moment. 

It occurs to us that gentemen: so ready with 
their charges should come forward with their evi- 
dence or refrain from making further remarks of 
that character. 

i ae 
THE POPE PLEASED. 

Mer. Chapelle, the ‘‘apostolic delegate” to the 
Philippines, has made his report to the pope on 
American rule in the archipelago, and our citizens 
will feel gratified to learn that it is favorable, and 
that the pope, after hearing it, expressed the 
opinion that all Christians ought to aid the Amer- 
icans in paclfying the natives, because of the 
security American rule gives to the church. “The 
church,” in the pope’s mind, is synonymous with 
Roman Catholicism. 

This report.and expression by the pope is nat- 
ural en? igh, considering the generosity to ‘‘ the 
church” in this country on the part of the poli- 
ticlans who vote away the people’s cash. ‘‘ The 
church” has been given money by the national 
government to proselytize the Indians, it has its 
chapel in the national school for the training of 


our army Officers, it gets its ‘“‘share” of the chap- 
laincies in both army and navy, and if it desires 
anything from the national government’ Arch- 


. bishop Ireland has only to go or write to Wash- 


ington to obtain it. Our state governments are 


.equally open-handed and our large cities are 


simply looting grounds for ‘‘the church.” 
In exemption from taxation and by direct ap- 
propriation New York presents “the church” 


with millions of dollars annually, and nearly all i 


other large municipalities of the country do the 
same. There is every reason in the world why 
“the church” should be satisfied with American 
rule, and there is no need that the pope should be 
President. Through his cardinal and archbishops 
he exploits the American people sufficiently to 
satisfy the most grasping of rulers, both as to 
power and pelf; and the American people seem to 
like it, for they permit their rulers to do these 
things without a word of protest, except by the 
Infidels. The Protestant church shares in the 
booty, and the two thieves get along together 
famously and thick. That the pope is pleased 
with American rule in the Philippines shows that 
he has made arrangements whereby he feels se- 
cure in his proportion of the spiritual, and ee 
cial, and real-estate plunder. 


The principal article in the Review of Reviews 
for September, written by the editor, W. T. Stead, 
and embellished with special portraits and illus- 
trations, is entitled ‘‘ George Jacob Holyoake: 
G.O. M. of the Cooperative Movement.” The 
article is long and wholly commendatory, not- 
withstanding Mr. Holyoake’s unconcealed Agnos- 
ticism. Mr. Stead errs, however, in saying that 
Mr. Holyoake was the last man to be prosecuted 
for Atheism (blasphemy) in England, since Mr. 
G. W. Foote enjoys that distinction. Friends of 
Mr. Bradlaugh would also like to know on what 
authority he is characterized by Mr. Stead as a 
man of ‘‘supreme egotism.” Aside from these 
slips the tribute issatisfactory, and we can approve 
the words of the writer when he says, ‘‘Itis proba- 
ble that there is no other man of eighty-four now 
living in this country who has so honorable a 
record, who has fought so brave a fight, and has 
lived so consistently, and who, as he nears the 
close of a long and what may fairly be described as 
a glorious career (if it were not that the word 
glorious has beeu so prostituted), can look back 
with the comforting and consoling reflection that 
through all his long life he has even combated 


| for truth as he perceived it,and his voice has ever 


been raised for international peace and for social 
justice.’ The article is a good one to have at 
hand when Christians ask what Infidels have done 
to promote the happiness by improving the con- 
dition of mankind. 

Those who believe that the maintenance of 
schools is not a legitimate function of the state 
have an undoubted right to say so, bnt we do not 
like to see them using the columns of The Truth 
Seeker to make misleading statements regarding 
the influence of common school education. ` Mr. 


. Francis E. Livesey attributes the assassination of 


President McKinley to the alleged fact that his 
slayer attended a common school in youth. It is 
rarely that a conclusion is based on so weak a 
foundation as this, for it is by no means certain 
that Czolgosz attended public school at all. When 
asked if he had ever been to school he replied 
that he went to a Catholic school in Detroit. To 
the next question, ‘‘ Parochial?” he answered, 
“Yes.” His interrogator then inquired, ‘* Any 
other ?” and his answer is recorded by some of the 
papers as ‘‘ Yes, a small common school,” and by 
others as “Yes, a small German school.” The lat- 
ter is more probably correct, because city schools 
are almost uniformly called ‘‘public” rather than 
“common,” and because it is unlikely that the 
common schools in Detroit are small ones. If 
Mr. Livesey objects to schools, as we understand 
that he does, on the ground that education is an 
evil, the case of Czolgosz gives him no support. 


A man who, in dictating a statement, would. say, 
‘*T done my duty,” and who was unable to answer 
the question, “ Are you temperate?” because he 
did not know the meaning of the word “ temper- 
ate,” is certainly not dangerously over-educated. 
The chances are that Czolgosz’s ignorance had 
more to do with his crime than anything he 
learned in the common or German school. 


In his letter to the Buffalo Congress General 
Birney refers to the ordering of a day of prayer 
by the governor of Missouri, and asks: ‘‘ What 
other governor made a laughing-stcck of himself 
in that way?” The answer is: Governor Savage 
of Nebraska. Alas! that we should have to add 
that before his election Mr. Savage wasa professed 
Freethinker; and we have reason to believe that 
he was in fact an unbeliever in the efficacy of 
prayer,and knew that as governor he had no 
right to meddle with religious affairs, at the time 
he issned the proclamation. The humilation felt 
by Governor Savage’s friends in view of his 
recreancy to principle is partially offset by the 
value of the testimony he has made that the 
official acts of elected persons are no indication of 
their individual opinion or belief. 


There will be an Ingersoll memorial meeting 
in the Grand Opera House, Chicago, on Sunday, 
October 20, at 2:30 P.M. M. M. Mangasarian will 
deliver the principal address. Tickets for re- 
served seats may be procured of E. C. Reichwald 
& Bro., 141 South Water street; Frederic Dahl- 
strom, 43 E. Van Buren street, and Frederick 
Mains, 811 Ashland Block, Chicago. 


The Roll of Honor. 


The following contributions have been received 
for the Congress fund and dues from members 
of the American Secular Union: 


Henry Willard....... $100 Joseph Warwick..... I 00 
N. C. Rukke........; 100 Ne kan a 
W. J. Locke......... 100 Martin Byron........ 100 
George Steele........ I0o00 John Nuessle......... 200 
W.A. Gilmore....... 150 R. H. Batchelor....., I 00 
George W. Cramer... 200 C.D. Johnson....... 5 00 
W. A. Whitford...... too A, Burstrom......... I 00 
Dr. U. G.,Beck....... 500 Mrs. S. Race......... I 00 
D. D. Lake.......... roo John Hart........... I 00 
J. S. Koonce......... roo J. E. Holmes......... I 50 
William Pfaender.. roo H.P. Anderson...... I 00 
J: Benninghoff....... 200. Mr. & Mrs. G. Weber , 2 00 
Susan Reicherter.. 50. H. S. Borrette..... «+ IOO 
David J. Evans...+.. 200° Ed. BOS ee o0 
_Dr. S. W. Wetmore... 200 Wm. T. Wiliams.. 2 00 
Dr. F. Fettig......... 200. H.F. Talbott...:.... ‘100 
E. D. Northrup...... 100 John Bulmer......... I 00 
J.H. Hunt...... Core tooo B. F. Runnells....... 100 
E. A. Slater......... 25 Mrs.M. E. Runnells.. I 00 
L. D. Crine.......... 500 E. H. Owen.......... I oO 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Dietz 200 EdwardF. Marschner roo 
Charles Viskochil.... 100 Samuel Groux....... I 00 
Louis J. Engel....... 200 Geo. C, Roberts...... I 00 
F. L. Townsend..... 100 C. D. Johnson....... I 00 


E. C. REICHWALD, Sec. A. S. U. 
Chicago, Oct. 12, 1901. 


Mrs. Zela Stevens. 


We print the following card from Dunkirk, 
Ind., for the benefit of whom it may concern: ~ 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I notice you desire the address of Zela Stevers. She 
got a divorce from Oren Stevens a year ago and left for 
the West. She wrote toa friend of hers here about two 
or three months ago. -She wasthen in Basin City, Big- 
horn county, Wyoming. As a friend of The Truth Seeker 
I give you this information, and will not sign my name, 
as I don’t wish to be connected. Also, she now goes by 
her maiden name, Zela Longshore. 


NAMES WANTED.—We want each of our read- 
ers to set down the addresses of all the Liberal- 
minded people he knows and send us a list of 
them, so that they may receive a sample copy of 
The Truth Seeker and an invitation to subscribe. 
We would send out hundreds of samples every 
month if we only had the names of persons in- 
terested or likely to become interested in the 
principles for which The Truth Seeker stands. 
Almost everybody knows a Freethinker who is 
not taking The Truth Seeker, and we want his 
name. l 


The National Society of Spiritualists holds its 
convention in Washington, D. C., on October 15 
to 18, inclusive. ` 
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THE CONGRESS AT BUFFALO. 


(Cotinued from page 659.) 


for deeper iaterest aud greater devotion than ever 
before. 

“The evils from which we seek redress still ex- 
ist. If we would have better and nobler condi- 
tions we must work for them, and work untiringly 
and unitedly. ‘ Eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty,’ and liberty—constitutional liberty—is 
above all minor differences or petty considera- 
tions. Without it there can be no permanent 
peace. 

“ Mental freedom is the goal of our desires 
and ambitions. Puny personal disputes and con- 
cerns must not stand in the way of that prog- 
ress and enlightenment which means the good of 
the whole, for we work not alone for the present, 
but for the coming generations. Let this thought 
inspire the speech and actions of the twenty-fifth 
Congress, and thus the meeting will be productive 
of best results, creditable alike to the men and 
women assembled in convention and to the honor 
and glory of the cause they represent. 

‘I trust that the discussions will be only upon 
the great vital questions at issue, and that peace 
aud harmony may prevail in every session. 

“ May the gracious influences of right and jus- 
tice be uppermost, and may the cause of true 
Liberalism receive a new impetus from this time 
onward. Yours faithfully, 

“Susan H. Wixon.” 


Cyrus W. Coolridge of New York wrote : 

“ The American Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation should be sustained. The Freethink- 
ers of this country should aid it in every way pos- 
sible and make it more powerful than ever. 

‘Some Liberals think that the usefulness of 
the Union and Federation is a thing of the past, 
and that its death would not be a loss to the cause 
of Freethought. This view, I regret to say, is 
shared not only by the enemies of the Union, but 
by some of its pretended friends. The motive of 
the former is so plain that no comment is neces- 
sary; of the latter it should be said, ‘Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.’ 

‘The Union must live. The battle for justice 
is by no means ended. The church, as an organ- 
ized institution, is still very aggressive, and has 
very little respect for the rights of Freethinkers. 
We should bear in mind that, owing to a recent 
sad event, the power of ecclesiasticism will un- 
doubtedly be increased. It behooves us therefore 
to act in harmony and be ready to combat the en- 
croachments of the church upon our rights. We 
need the Union for our mutual defense. 

“< These are the times that try the souls of 
men.’ If we are idle and indifferent at present, 
our children will have to resume the battle and 
try to recover the lost ground, which will not be 
an easy task. 

“I hope that Liberals will be able. to distin- 
guish between their real friends and their pseudo- 
friends—between those who wish to do something 
and those who seek notoriety. 

‘“ I hope that the Buffalo Congress will be a 
success, and that the clouds which now darken 
the sky of Freethought will vanish never to ap- 
pear again. . 

“ Regretting that I cannot be present at the 
Congress, I am sincerely yours, 

“Cyrus W. COOLRIDGE.” 


The reading of these letters was followed by a 
speech from Prof. David Eccles of Washington, 
D. C. Professor Eccles is a learned man and 
an interesting speaker, and when he finds time to 
write his address out our readers will have a 
treat. 

The Congress adjourned to Saturday morning. 

Saturday morning was set aside as a business 
session only. Dr. W. A. Croffut, vice-president, 
presided. The first order of business was the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials, as follows : 

The Committee on Credentiais report the fol- 
lowing members present and entitled to vote: Dr. 
F. Fettig, E. F. Marschner, C. D. Johnson, Mrs. 
Helen M. Lucas, N. C. Cooper, Jas. Geddes, John 
Albright, John T. Lakin, J. W. Harrington, E. P. 
Peacock, Mrs. E. P. Peacock, David Eccles, L. K. 
Washburn, W. G. Reichwald, Dr. W. A. Croffut, 
John Nuessle, Morgan Wamsley, F. N. Morton, 
Louis J. Engel, J. B. Wilson, C. C. Moore, Jas. E. 
Hughes, E. M. Macdonald, E. C. Reichwald, T. J. 
Bowles, Geo. W. Canfield, E. D. Northrup, G. A. 
Pohl, Mrs. G. A. Pohl, L. D. Crine, Jos. Warwick, 
Pliny Smith, J. H. Hunt, J. J. Dietz, E. Chantler, 


L. W Loutzenhiser, B. A. Green, Norman Glenn, 
James Crowley, J. A. Kimble, Geo. W. Olney. 

The person who had been president during the 
first part of this year objected to receiving the re- 
port of the credential committee because the sec- 
retary had used a rubber stamp in signing his 
(that person’s) name to the certificates ot member- 
ship. He and another malcontent spoke several 
times on the subject, reiterating what they had 
previously said in a Kentucky weekly paper, but 
after a half hour’s discussion the list as read was 
adopted by a vote of sixteen to five. 

Oa motion, Dr. Croffut then appointed the fol- 
lowing committees : 

On Resolutions—L. K. Washburn of Boston, E. 
M. Macdonald of New York, Ed. F. Marschner of 
Detroit. 

On Nominations—David Eccles of Washington, 
E. A. Peacock of Chicago, W. G. Reichwald of 
Chicago, Mrs. Helen M. Lucas of Marietta, O., C. 
D. Jonnson of Michigan. 

Auditing Committee—Joseph Warwick of Brook- 
lyn, Dr. F. Fettig of Detroit, L. K. Washburn of 
Boston. 

The secretary then read his report, which was 
accepted. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT, 


The year’s work of the Union shows satisfac- 

tory progress in certain lines. Our efforts at Buf- 
falo last spring bore good results in the matter of 
Sunday opening ox the gates of the great Exposi- 
tion now drawing to a close in this city. I con- 
gratulate the Liberals that they used their infiu- 
ence on the right side. Two of the ablest men 
in our ranks, one a life member of the society, 
Mr. Conway, and Mr. Darrow, appeared before 
the heads of the Directorship and urged that the 
gates be open seven days in the week. The Na- 
tional Retorm Association, really the God-in-the- 
Constitution party, had previously been heard, 
and it was the opposition of the Liberals by their 
petitions and their advocates which prevented a 
total Sunday closing. 
. We must give our best thanks to the Directors 
of the Ohio State Fair, held at Columbus, Ohio, 
for manfully opening their gates in spite of the 
threats of the bigos, who threatened all manner 
of things, from the Christian boycott down. Our 
efforts in preventing religious exercises in state 
institutions in the state of Minnesota were suc- 
cessful. 

There is one thing we must guard against with 
all the means at our command: that is, allowing 
the Sunday or the Bible-in-the-school question to 
get carried up to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, for the known religious prejudice of these 
judges is such that no fair constitutional decision 
can be obtained from them; instance the case of 
the “Rector, Church Wardens, and Vestrymen of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, Plaintiffs in Er- 
ror, vs. United States,” when Judge Brewer, a 
Sunday-school teacher, on February 29, 1892, 
disgraced the judiciary and the country by his 
obiter dictum, ‘‘This is a Christian nation,” 
which was seized upon by bigots as the law of 
the land. It carries to the world at large the im- 
pression that this nation is built on the absurd- 
ities of Christianity, which if really practiced, as 
the mythical Christ advocated, would quickly 
make us a nation of imbeciles, vagabonds, and 
savages. This stain on the name of our fair coun- 
try we must use every effort to wipe out, for we 
have the truth and the Constitution on our side. 
It is certain that when the treaty with Tripoli was 
in 1795 signed by George Washington himself, the 
father of his country declared emphatically that 
“the government of the United States is not in 
any sense founded on the Christian religion.” 
Moreover, Article 6 of our Constitution says that 
“this Constitution and all treaties made under the 
authority of the United States shall be the su- 
preme law cf the land,” and judges everywhere 
shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitu- 
tion or law of any state to the contrary notwith- 
standing. Can anything beclearer? And yet this 
Sunday-school teacher overrides all, declares this 
to be a ‘Christian nation,” and attempts to prove 
it. He actually had the audacity to quote from 
the acts and times of Ferdinand and Isabella, those 
bigoted and cruel Spaniards who established the 
Spanish Inquisition, and who by that and other 
crueltles won the title of their “ Catholic maj- 
esties.” 

These are the authorities upon which this consti- 
tutionally blind Sunday-school teacher adjudges 
American citizens “to be religious people” end 
this a ‘‘Caristian nation.” The decision is con- 
trary not only to law but. to fact. Not even a 
majority of the people are religious. Thereis 


not a city in the United States in which the people 
are religious—not a single town or village. He 
must have known this when he rendered this dis- 
graceful and untrue decision, for at that time the 
census showed that with all their stretching less 
than one-third of the population were church 
members; and a Christian minister recently de- 
clared that ‘‘less than one out, of five church 
members can be depended on for faithful service,” 
meaning they were not Christians. According to 
thise indisputable facts there are not to exceed 
four millions of members who truly believe in the 
Christian superstition. 

We have prepared for the coming year some 
new leaflets Which most clearly show up the dis- 
honesty and hypocrisy of the exponents of Chris- 
tianity in their pretense of following in the foot- 
steps of the mythical person which they are 
pleased to call their “ Lord Jesus Christ,” plainly 
showing in their greed for money and power they 
are acting in direct opposition to the plain teach- 
ing of Him whom their gospel calls ‘‘ The way, the 
truth, and the life.” 

We have been criticised to some extent by a few 
who think we should keep lecturers in the field, 
It is now a well-known fact that the day of lect- 
uring is not what it used to be; the press has 
taken its place and is doing good work in the 
large cities, and also reaching many intelligent 
readers in the country, although, unfortunately, 
the small country papers in the vast majority of 
cases are so absolutely cowed by the fear of the 
Christian boycott they dare not speak out; hence 
the masses are in almost absolute ignorance of the 
dishonesty and hypocrisy of the people working 
the unconstitutional tax-exemption outrage (or 
shearing other sheep besides their own) on honest 
taxpayers. 

Seeing that the time has apparently gone by for 
the usefulness of lecturers in the field I weuld 
suggest that, as a means for clearing the fields 


‘from the weeds of hypocrisy and dishonesty, we 


circulate these leaflets in large quantities. We 
have copies here of which we wish every one to 
secure samples for distribution. 

By the death of Mrs. M. A. Freeman, formerly 
secretary of this society, Freethought has lost 
one of its shining lights. She will long be re- 
membered by her friends for her great devotion 
to the cause and her tireiess efforts for the better- 
ment of mankind. E. C. REICHWALD, 


Treasurer Toomey not being able to be present 
on account of illness, Secretary Reichwald read 
the financial report. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 

In my last report, submitted at our Twenty- 
fourth Annual Congress, held at Cincinnati, there 
remained a credit balance in the treasury of 
$142.93. 

Since then there has been received frcm general 
contributions, membership fees, and other sources, 
$2,045.71,a total receipt of $2,188.64. The expen- 
ditures out of this amount during the year have 
been as follows: 


Campaign literature and staticnery... $377 82 
Clerical labor. .......sscceesees, Geese x 80 00 
SIQMS..ccvecvvecceecceacvecsreracveces. II 10 
Rubber stamps and seals...... eee aeewe 4 50 
EXPpressage...e.ceescercecceceecceeces 75 
Telegrams ......ceeccccccccccceesenes 3 25 
Postage. ss.esesese.esersrececesoecor: 692 80 
Folding and mailing. ..sss.esseseeso.. 40 00 
Advertising. ..s.. esssseso suresorosas 16 50 
Hall rent at Cincinnati......cessseees 110 00 
Secretary’s expenses at Cincinnati .... 50 cO 
T. B. Wakeman at Cincinnati......... 50 00 
Dr. J. E. Roberts at Cincinnati .»».... 25 00 
C. S. Darrow at Cincinnati. .....essss. 25 00 
Advance on hall rent (Buffalo). 4 ave 25 00 
C. S. Darrow at Buffalo........ 25 00 
M. D. Conway at Buffalo...... eee 25 00 
Secretary's expenses at Buffalo....... 25 00 
Ribbon for badges.e.....escesseececes 3 60 
Flowers for funeral of Mrs. M. A. Free- 
MAD . 6 ces ceeded ce eels ere oe Sele eee. 8 00 
J. B. Wilson expense acount.......... 39 90 
Books, pamphlets, etc...... sesssssues 212 77 
$1,850 99 


After’deducting this amount ($1,850.99) from . 
the $2,188.64 recelved, there remains in the treas- 
ury a balance of $337.65. 


This started another discussion which bade fair 
to last all day. It was objected that Mr. Toomey 
had not kept the accounts himself, and therefore 
the report was not a treasurer’s report. It was ex- 
plained to the members that Mr. Toomey had 
asked Mr. Relchwald to keep acccunts till a 
meeting of the board of directors could be held, 
and as such meeting had never been held owing 
to the reluctance of the resigning president to at- 
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tend, Mr. Reichwald had been virtual treasurer 
allthe year. During the discussion personalities 
were indulged in by the objectors, who had to be 
warned by the chair that they were unparliament- 
ary. After the old straw had been threshed out to 


a wearisome finish, E. M. Macdonald moved the 


previous question, and, finding a second, a vote 
was taken and the report referred to the auditing 
committee. 

Finding themselves in a hopeless minority, and 
realizing that the members saw their motives, the 
objectors then played their last card. The presi- 
dent who resigned arosé and dramatically de- 
manded that his name be stricken from the roll of 
membership. He was followed by the Kentucky 

_ editor and his publisher; and Dr. Bowles and Mr. 
Wamsley, who had come to the Congress to assist 
in making trouble, joined iu a similar demand. 
The president who resigned then asked all his 
friends to follow him from the hall, but he was 
not followed by any member. A lecturer who has 
been assisting him in his attack upon the organ- 
izatiou went along, but he never was a member. 

When the quintette had retired the members 
seemed to feel relieved, for they were afraid the 
doctor and the editor might break out into the 
indecencies of language they use in thelr writ- 
ings, The two were ripe for it, but persistent 
efforts held them to the motions under discussion, 
and a warning from the chair kept their language 
above the biblical level thay seek when untram- 
meled. Afterward their departure was alluded to 
infrequently and never with regret. The chair 
congratulated the Congress upon the restoration 
of harmony, and Mr. Northtrup made a little 
speech in which he declared that the fitness of 
things demanded that cowards should go to the 
rear and traitors to the guardhouse. 

The attempt to make trouble was the program 
which the malcontents had mapped out for them- 
selves. One of them declared that he came to the 
Congress to fight, and that he would ‘‘draw blood” 
and was ‘‘after scalps.” The hollowness of their 
pretensions to have found a mare’s nest was 
abuudantly shown in their refusal to appear be- 
fore the Auditing Committee and present their evi- 

dence. Mr. Warwick announced that the sessions 
of the committee would be public, and that every 
member of the Congress was not only welcome, 
but was invited to appear before it and see for 
himself or herself. The president who resigned 
had been showing a check from Mr. Plotts for $10 

. to all who would listen to him, and said that the 

secretary had only acknowledged $5, but when 
the auditing committee examined the books they 
found not only the $10 properly credited, but $5 
more which Mr. Piotts had evidently forgotten he 
had sent. But no attempt whatever was made to 
substantiate the assertions so often repeated be- 
fore the Congress convened. - The failure to even 
attempt to make good the charges, and the loud 
boasts of the president who resigned that he had 
come for scalps and always got his victim, dis- 
gusted the members, and they wanted no more of 
the matter. There were some present who last 
year in Cincinnati had voted for the president 
who resigned, and they were now among the most 
vigorous denouncers of his subsequent course. 
Saturday afternoon the Committee on Nomina- 
tions reported the following ticket: 
For President --E. M. Macdonald of New York 
For Secretary—E. C. Reichwald of Chicago. 
For Treasurer—Henry White of Washington, 

D.C. 

For Vice-Presidents—-L. K. Washburn of Bos- 

ton, Mass.; W. A. Croffut of Washington, D. C.; 

Gen. William Birney of Washington, D.C.; Susan 

H. Wixou of Fall River, Mass.; Mrs. Etta Semple 


of Ottawa, Kan.; J..D. Shaw of Waco, Texas; T. 


_ B. Wakeman of Silverton, Oregon. 

These were allelected unanimously, ater: which 
Moses Hull spoke for an hour, and was very much 
appreciated. 

Saturday evening, Joseph Warwick of the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association made the fol- 
lowing report from the Auditing Committee: 


We report to this Congress of the American Secular 
Union and Freethought Federation that we have exam- 
ined the books and accounts of the secretary, as well as 
the report made by him for the treasurer, and find the 
books kept in a clear and regular manner, and to be cor- 
rect. We have also investigated the charge of irregu- 
larity made by Mr. William Plotts of Whittier, Cal., and 


find that all moneys claimed to have been sent by him in- 


1900 have been properly entered in the books. We find 
that Mr. Plotts sent $15, five of which was for the Union, 
five dollars for the Freeman school case, and five dollars 
for the Fram case. The allegation that the books were 
withheld from the person who resigned the presidency, al- 
though in the secretary’s office at the time, we find to be 
untrue. The secretary holds, and has shown us, the re- 
ceipts of the express companies covering the dates when 


the charge was made, and we find that the books were 
not then in the secretary" s possession. 

Joser WARWICK, 

Dr. F. FETTIG, 

LEMUEL K. WASHBURN. 


Mr. Warwick added, that instead of making 
baseless charges against the secretary, the mem- 
bers of the Union and Federation ought to thank 
him for what he had done for the organizationand 
for the clear manner in which he kept his books. 

General Birney’s letter was then read: 


LETTER OF GENERAL BIRNEY OF WASHINGTON. 


By physician’s order I must forego the pleasure 
of being present at the Buffalo Convention of the 
American Secular Union. If my health per- 
mitted, I should regard it as not only a pleasure 
but a duty to take part in the proceedings. 

The signs of the times are more favorable now 


tothe Liberal cause than they. were when Coper- 


nicus, Galileo, and Bruno announced that the 
universe with ‘its millions of worlds does not re- 
volve around the earth as its center, but that the 
earth is a comparatively small part of a subordi- 
nate planetary system. This truth revolutionized 
astronomy and undermined the foundations of the 
theology which assumed the earth to be the cen- 
tre of the universe, man the only being for whom 
the universe was created, and the only one need- 


-Ing a God to atone for hissins and save him from 


eternal punishment by an angry Jehovah. The 
new astronomy gave the mortal blow to the 
church dogmasof the divinity of Jesus, the atone- 
ment, and hell. These have lingered for -four 
centuries, but are now on the ragged edge of ex- 
tinction. The intelligent pulpit has substituted 
the man Jesus for the god, a loving Father for 
the vindictive Jehovah, and remorse for-hell. The 
ignorant pulpit will follow in due time. The 
present church movement is an ‘' about face.” : 

The ‘‘ Higher Criticism” is a most favorable 
sign. It has changed the instruction in several of 
the leading theological seminaries, produced two 
learned religious encyclopedias, appeared in the 
weekly religious press, gained adherents among 
the best preachers and writers, taken possession 
of the church in Scotland, arrested clerical prose- 
cutions for heresy,and inspired courage in the 
secular press of the country to discuss thereligous 
phases of any question. The effect on church 
members has been liberalizing; they do not follow 
so blindly as formerly the lead of clerical lobby- 
ists for ‘‘ church and state” legislation; and they 
are more disposed to read liberal literature. 

The newspapers generally are more rational. 
What secular press now regards miracles as true? 
They smile at the piles of crutches, canes, and 
bandages piled up at the shrines of St. Anne and 
sneer at winking pictures and bowing statues. 
What secular press, even in Missouri, praised the 
governor of that state forordering a day of prayer 
for rain? What other governor made a laughing- 
stock of himself inthat way? Has any paper, in 
England, orin this country, treated the prayers of 
the Boers as effective substitutes for a navy and 
Gatling guns? The Washington papers reported, 
without comment, the fact that there was a preach- 
er's meeting atthe Methodist church to pray that 
God would spare the life of the wounded Presi- 
dent; not one of them expressed the belief that 
there would be any such special intervention. » 


There is a similar improvement in the maga-. 


zines. Harpers’ publishes an Agnostic novel, 
“The Right of Way,” and the other monthlies 
follow its lead. Not one of them has published a 
religious article since the Cosmopolitan gave Ian 
Maclaren’s “ Life of Jesus.” The great majority 
of professional writers are deeply tinctured with 
secularism. 

The novels show the same influence. A Ken- 
tucky author discusses liberally the most vital 
religious questions. The ‘‘Crisis’ takes a Liberal 
for one of its leading characters. Hall Caine and 
Marie Corelli attack the Roman Catholic church 
in popular works; and the Catholic priesthood re- 
sponds in such novels as ‘‘ Daniel Cortis” and 
‘The Cardinal’s Snuff-box.” 
will open the way to truth. 

Huxley, Tyndall, Darwin, Ingersoll, Spencer, 


‘and other liberal thinkers still hold the front rank 


in English philosophical literature. 

The best publishers of the Bible have aban- 
doned the Ussher chronology, founded upon the 
legendary longevity of the Jewish patriarchs, 


thus yielding a position maintained for a century 


past; and a new revised version of the Bible has 
been added to the many already published. Each 
is a fresh witness to the fact that plenary inspira- 
tion is no longer believed in by church people. It 
is a step in advance when church members are no 


Free discussion 


longer required to believe that Joshua and Heze- 
kiah stopped the movement of the planets at their 
own convenience, or that Noah’s little ark with its 
one door held for a year all the animals in the 
world with their feed. Many ignorant people 


-confound belief in these oriental legends with 


religion. 

The change of public opinion on the Sunday 
question is noteworthy, especially in large cities. 
That day is now less generally observed than 
ever as a Jewish or Puritan Sabbath. It is used 
for man; for the promotion of health, social life, 
and domestic happiness. Railroad trains, steam- 
boats, street cars, and all means of transportation 
are freely used. Clerical lobbyists have sus- 
pended their efforts to get a District of Columbia 
Sunday law passed. The Christian Endeavorers 
and Epworth Leaguers, who thundered so loudly 
for a Sabbath’ a few years ago, have become 
‘* Sabbath-breakers,”’ half of each of them having 
traveled on Sunday to reach San Francisco for 
their respective conventions. Church members 
use the street rallways to get to church on Sun- 
day. The city of Toronto, formerly a Sabbatarian 


stronghold, now runs Sunday cars and is satis- 


fied. Everywhere, nearly, in the States Sunday 
laws are obsolete. An earnest effort made by us 
to enlighten state legislatures would assure the 
repéal of existing Sunday laws as far as they are 
Sabbatarian, and this in spite of clerical lobby- 
ists. 

In Spain there is a strong popular movement 
against the priesthood, and this, in France, has 
culminated in the enactment of a statute designed 
to break up seditious and ambitious religicus 


‘orders like the Jesuits. 


In this country, the discussion of the status of 
the friars inthe Philippine Islands has enlight- 
ened the public. The contest now going on there 
between the Protestants and Catholics will be of 
great advantage to the cause of right. 

The recent large increase in public expenditures 
has turned public attention to the necessity of im- 
posing taxes equally, and to the fact that many 
owners of large properties escape taxation almost 
wholly. The largest ‘‘tax-dodger” in the country 
is the church. Owning hundreds of millions in 
real estate and a large amount of personal prop- 
erty, it pays hardly a dollar as its contribution to 
the public. This evasion of a plain duty it jus- 
tifies by claiming that it is good and encourages 
the public to be good, and so helpsthe state. If 
this is right, then all good men should be free 
from taxes, and all revenue should be raised 
from the rascals—a doctrine which would destroy 
the state. The bad moral example set by the 
church has encouraged tax-dodging among the 
rich; and the church is morally responsible for 
the loss of a great part of the possible revenue of 
the state. False affidavits, lying schedules, and 
evasive statements fall at assessment times like 
leaves in autumn. The millionaire who has per- 
jured himself to escape a tax hands his Sunday 
contribution to.a perjured vestryman, who turns 


‘it over to a perjured rector, who turns it over to 


perjured trustees. The wonder is that the mill- 


-ionaire can look at the rector without laughing. 


Each of them knows the dishonesty of the other. 
How can the church reprove the perjury of the 
millionaire when it has set him the example of 
dishonesty ? 

Never before has the church occupied so low a 
place in the public esteem. This is owing partly 
to its position in regard to the propagandism of 
Christianity in foreign countries by the bayonet. 
It is said on good authority that at least nine- 
tenths of the religious weeklies have favored 
war inthe Philippines and the punitive expedi- 
tions in China.. There is apparently a double 
Christianity—one of peace, the other of blood- 
shed. With one Jesus is the Prince of Peace, 
with the other he is the God of War. The peace 
men sing gently ; the war men use megaphones. 
Public opinion ‘judges the church and con- 
demns it. 

The conduct of American missionaries in China 
has relegated the church to a low place as a 
teacher of morals. The missionaries are supposed 
to be picked men, the flower of the church. What 
have they done? Looted like true camp-followers, 
plundered friends and foes alike, speculated on 
the spoil of palaces, stores, and huts, taken part 
in “punitive expeditions ” for the slaughter of 
innocent people, plundering their dwellings first 
and burning them afterwards. Their moral sense 
has been so obtuse that they have defended their 
crimes in the American press. In his sneering and 
cynical apology for looting, the Rev. Gilbert Reid. 
has lowered Christian morality to the level of the 
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rabble that follows an army to plunder dead 
bodies on the fileld. 

By contrast, the morality of the Liberal press 
shines. We advocate justice to all, whether in the 
United States or elsewhere, the brotherhood of 
man, the comfort and prosperity of all, the devel- 
opment of family life, the separation of church 
and state, and the religion of humanity. 

If peace cau be maintained for the first half of 
this century, the multiplication of scientific inven- 
tions and consequent growth of civilization will 
be such as to assure the general adoption of Lib- 
eral principles and a great increase in the happi- 
ness of mankind. The church will be purified; 
the clergy will preach truth, and not fables; and 
the ignorant of mankind, freed from the dread of 


an avenging and capricious demon, will find the’ 


true joy of living on this beautiful earth. Speed 
the day! Yours in haste, WILLIAM BIRNEY. 

P. S—There are many other ‘‘favorable signs” 
I might have noticed. One of them is the estab- 
lishment of the Liberal University of Oregon, an 
institution founded on the most advanced Liberal 
principles, the only one in the world. 


Mrs. Young, daughter of Moses Hull, recited 
“The Johnstown Flood” and another selection, 
and obtaiued as much applause as her father had. 

The address of the evening was by J. A. Weaver, 
delegate from the National Spiritualist Associa- 
tion. The subject was ‘‘ The Test of Religion and 
Science is Reason.” It will appear in these col- 
umns later. 

‘Sunday morning Mrs. Eliza Mowry Bliven, who 
prepares the Secular Sunday-school lessons which 
appear iu our Children’s Corner, outlined her 
plans for assisting the young to become Free- 
- thinkers, and read many letters commending her 
efforts. 

The remainder of the morning session was a 
free conference. This letter was read from Dr. 
Wetmore of Buffalo: 


DR. WETMORE’S LETTER. 


“« As many of you know,I am confined in my 
sanctnm with rheumatism, and as I am unable to 
be with you this Twenty-fifth Annual Congress, 
my heart naturally goes out to you cheeringly. I 
had hoped to be with you and deliver my fourth 
tribute to the memory of my dear old friend In- 
gersoll, but at the last moment I am obliged to 
refrain, and will simply refer to some mile-posts 
set by that world-renowned educator, in the form 
of A Few Proofs of Mental Evolution. 

“Thirty years ago, when Col. Robert G. Inger- 
soll began to induce the lethargic to think, ortho- 
doxy held sway all over the land. 

‘It was considered an unpardonable sin for one 
not to go to church on Suuday; and to devote the 
Sabbath to amusements, to labor, to mirth or 
pleasures of the most innocent character, was con- 
sidered a most heinous crime. Many ministers of 
the gospel advocated putting into execution the 
old Blue Laws of Connecticut aud the Puritan 
fathers. To-day, the greatest Exposition on 
earth, the Pan-American, is open on Sunday, and 
why? because it is educational, ennobling, en- 
chanting, enriching, and gives the poor laboring 
class au opportunity to add to tkeir granary of 
knowledge and souls of joy, that had hitherto 
been denied them. To whom should be given 
credit for these great blessings? To that class of 
earnest workers know as Freethinkers; in other 
words, that class of reformers who strive to edu- 
cate the laity in the Nine Demands of Liberal- 


sm. 

“ All lovers of truth, right, and justice should 
earnestly study the Nine Demands espoused by 
Liberals. 

“ Liberal Leagues should be established all 
over the world, and especially in the United 
States. Every intelligent person should under- 
stand that Freethinkers despise Freelovers and all 
immorality. The two systems are no more alike 
than this cold world is like the blazing sun. The 
whole Christian world should know that our 
guide is the ethical life in nature (god), and to 
teach morality, justice, truth, and facts is the re- 
ligion of humanity and the most honorable attri- 
bute aud achievement of mankind. 

“ Liberals should encourage the Liberal Press- 
Writing Club, for they are proving great factors 
in the Liberal cause. Organizations should be es- 
tablished in every state and city. A national asso- 
ciation, well officered, could accomplish much, 
for through them facts are brought before the 
public in the daily papers, and the wilfully blind 
will be reading the truth. 

- “ Our greatest ambition should be to follow in 
the footsteps of our illustrious and lamented In- 


gersoll, the pioneer of American Liberal thought.. 
Oh that there were more such giant minds in the 
battlefield, fighting against mental slavery in the 
realm of theological evolution ! 


‘Immortality was a word he often used, and if 


there is a life beyond, where the righteous con- 
vene, Ingersoll will be found on the throne of 
love; and if it is in his power, he will bless all the 
worthy and make everybody happy. Such was his 


life while on this earth, and such a nature should . 


be everlasting.” 


E. C. Walker of New York sent the following 
fraternal words: 

LETTER FROM E, C. WALKER. 

I regret exceedingly that I cannot be with you 
this year, as I had hoped to be. Pressing duties 
here in the same field of work do not permit my 
absence. As a Freethinker, Secularist, and life 
member, I trust this message may be read in the 
hearing of all who shall gather in Buffalo this 
week to take part in your deliberations. 

The need of such an organizationis greater than 
it was in 1876, when the Liberal League was 
formed. On its political and social side, the 
church has grown more aggressive year by year, 
and the union of it and the state has become more 
and moreclose and dangerous. The recent acqui- 
sition or territories in the West Indiesand beyond 
the seas has greatly complicated this problem, 
while the assassination of Mr. McKinley and the 
incidents of his obsequies have vastly strength- 
ened the churches on the sentimental side and 
given to them an immensely increased leverage 
with the young and other emotional persons, 
those who lack the mental ability to analyze and 
classify phenomena and to reason therefrom ac- 
curately and safely. 

The Theocratic church lately has gained much 
in the field of legislation as regards labor and 
amusements on Sunday. Classes of laborers, in 
conjunction with the clergy, have succeeded in 
doing what the clergy alone could not have ac- 
complished. These aggressions upon the Sunday 
liberty of the citizen are nseless and dangerous, 
and more dangerous to wage-workers than to any 
other class. There is no conceivable limit to the 
curtailment of the right of the individual laborer 
to work as he chooses if his right to work on any 
given day is denied. The remedy for any ilis he 
may endure does not lie in prohibitory legislation. 
A large army must work on Sunday if the vastly 
greater army, including this smaller army, is to 
be fully and properly fed, instructed, and enter- 
tained. But this fact by no means implies a 
seven-day week of work, any more than it implies 
a twelve or a fourteen-hour day of work. In any 
occupation where Sunday labor is required in or- 
der to secure the comfort or the amusement of any 
number of men and women and children, amicable 
arrangements can be (and often are) made 
whereby those who work on one Suuday rest upon 
another day of the week. This is the method 
employed by liberty-loving and enlightened work- 
ers, and is open to all who labor, while those who 
are foolish and fail to realize the priceless nature 
of liberty, listen receptively to the seductive 
voices of the gentlemen who want to use Sunday 
for their own purposes uninterrupted by the com- 
petition of secular pursuits and pleasures, and 
thns they help put the manacles on their own 
limbs, the halters upon their own necks. 

Having met at Buffalo to transact the annual 
business of the Union and Federation and to lay 
plans for the work during the coming year, I 
hope all may realize the importance of adhering 
strictly to the essentials; talking has its uses, but 
it is very easy to have too much talk in a Con- 
gress and too little serviceable work The Con- 
gress assembles to do the work of a business and 
propagandistic organization, not simply to listen 
to long addresses on allrelated and unrelated sub- 
jects. 
ods. of the British Secular Society could be adopted 
over here, at least in large part, to our great and 
lasting advantage. 

I have full confidence in the business integrity 
and moral earnestness of your present President 
and Secretary. I say this now because ¢hey have 
been bitterly attacked, not because I have not 
equal confidence in your other officers. I have 
known Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Reichwald for 
years, and I have no doubt they have intended to 
do the best that could be done for the organiza- 
tion and for the Secular cause. Kuowing,as I do, 
the conditions under which they have done their 
work, the difficulties in the way of doing that 
work, and their knowledge, by virtue of their 
jong servicé and wide observation, of the require- 


It has always seemed to me that the meth- 


ments of that work, I am also satisfied that the 
best has been done that could be done with the 
means and assistance available. All charges 
against these men that their accusers have per- 
mitted to come into court for rigid examination 
have fallen to the ground. In accusations of 
wrong-doing, the burden ot proof is on the should- 
ers of the prosecutor. He must prove his case or 
be thrown out of court. 

As to proposed changes in the method of repre- 
sentation in the annual Congress, there can be no 
objection to the admission of, say, five delegates 
from each local society. These, joined with the 
life members and the annual members who adhere 
at least three months before the assembling of the 
Congress, will constitute a represention at once 
individual and collective, expansible and safely 
limited. The suggestion that all members of 
local bodies be admitted as delegates without con- 
ditions as to time of enrollment, is self-evidently 
preposterous, and would be suicidal. In any 
emergeucy, any conflict over persons or policies, 
such a system would result in the swamping and 
domination of the national organization by the 
eleveuth-hour recruits of local interests, preju- 
dices, or ambitions. The city where the Con- 
gress was held would rule the Congress and the: 
Union. Such a scheme is not to be thought of for 
a moment. 

Wishing and hoping for you the harmony that 
results from liberty and equity and the success 
that should be the fruit of knowledge and earnest- 
ness, I remain, Yours sincerely, 

E. C. WALKER. 


Short addresses were made by Professor Rob- 
erts (colored) of Minneapolis, Dr. Pohl of Buffalo, 
and Professor Eccles of Washington. 

Sunday afternoon L, K. Washburn, chairmau 
of the Committee on Resolutions, read the follow- 
ing, which were adopted: 


Holding that the union of church and state is opposed 
to the principles of the government, and prođuctive of 
great injustice to many of our people, we demand that 
this union be dissolved ; and 

Wuereas, The political doctrines of our National Con- 
stitution are set forth in the Nine Demands of Liberalism; 
therefore, 5 

Resolved, That we, as an organization of Secularists, 
urge the voters of this country to adopt practical meas- 
ures to restore the government to its true republican foun- 
dation. 

Resolved, That the action of the so-called National Re- 
form Association, otherwise known as the ‘'God-in the- 
Constitution party,” should be condemned by all lovers of 
liberty, right, and justice; and that we urge upon all 
Americans the necessity of resisting the encroachments of 
this party by all honorable means in their power. 

Resolved, That the reading of the Bible and the ¢ ffer- 
ing of prayer in the public schools, the exemption of 
church property from taxation, and all legislation in favor 
of the enforced observance of the Christian Sabbath are 
the monster ecclesiastical evils of this land, and that re- 
gard for the rights of all requires that these evils should 
be abolished. 

Resolved, That we extend our cordial thanks to the 
Directors of the Pan-American Exposition for listening 
favorably to the arguments of the champions of Secular- 
ism and granting our petition that the gates of the Expo- 
sition might be opened on Sunday, and we heartily con- 
gratulatethem that the result has justified their enlightened 

olicy. 

Reclus, That we loathe and denounce the horrible 
deed of which President McKinley was the victim; that 
we are not surprised that the earnest prayers for his recov- 
ery did not prove so potent as the bullet; and that we in- 
vite attention tothe fact that the assassin-anarch was not 
one of our fraternity, but was born in the orthodox church 
and trained in its parochial schools, and will doubtless 
walk to the electric chair with a priest on either side of 
him. 

Resolved, That since many personsin many states are 
suffering prosecution for refusing to summon medical aid 
to stay the progress of disease, it seems to us that if there 
is a God, all-powerful and wholly good, who answers the 
prayers of his worshipers, all Christians should conform 
to the command in James v, 14, 15, 16, and, discarding the 
councils and medications of physicians, should join the 
Christian Scientists and Faith-healersin depending wholly 
upon prayer for cure. 


The following amendment to the Constitution 
of the Union and Federation was brought up for 
action: 

MEMBERS, 

In addition to those now entitled to vote, those who 
heretofore were members of the American Secular Union 
or Freethought Federation or any auxiliary thereof, or of 
any society that has become an auxiliary of this organ- 
ization, shall be members and entitled to vote upon sign- 
ing the roll and paying $r oo annual dues, and any Lib- 
eral who is vouched for as a good and sincere Liberal, by 
two or more members not from his county, may be elected 
a member and then have the right to vote upon the pay- 
ment of $1.00 annual dues. 


The motion to adopt was defeated. 
The proposed amendment as to auxiliaries 
was read : 
AUXILIARIES. 


Anv organized society desiring to further the objects of 
this Union may become an auxiliary of the same, upon 
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filing a certificate of its officers so certifying, and showing 
that it has seven or more active member and workers in 
the Liberal and Secular cause. 


This being very indefinite, the following substi- 
tute was offered : 

Any organized society desiring to further the objects of 
the American Secular Union and Freethought Federation 
may become an auxiliary of the same upon filing a certifi- 
cate of its officers to that effect, and showing that it is 
working actively in the Liberal and Secular cause, and 
such society may, upon payment of $1 for each delegate 
three months in advance, send one delegate to the annual 
congress of this Union and Federation, and an additional 
delegate for each twenty members, but not to exceed three 
in all; and such delegate or delegates may take part in 
and vote in the said annual congresses. 


This amendment was adopted. 

Moses Hull, May Cecil Lincoln, and David 
Eccles then addressed. the Congress. 

s Sectarianism is not uatural for grown-up men 
aud women,” said Mr. Hull, speaking of religion 
in a general way. ‘‘This can be easily seen. 
great man ever joined a church. I know of great 
met in churches, but they were in them before 
they became great. I never heard of a great man 
joining a church.” Then he referred to Henry 
Ward Beecher, saying that Beecher was so great 
that instead of the church influencing him he 
wagged the church; that Beecher grew to be 
greater than the church aud fiaally grew out 
of it. 

“ Churches are always founded by the ignorant 
followers of great men. There are thousands and 
thousands of such people inthe churches. They 
belong there, and I’m glad they’re there. The 
world must develop. Just as we are children 
before: we are men, so do great things come of 
lesser things. Thoughts born before their time 
die just as surely as humans do. But things are 
chauging ; the time is coming when we'll carry 
enough power in our vest pockets to propel us 
arouud the globe. Everyone cannot see all those 
things. 

“I think Jesus was a good man, but I think he 
had no more idea of founding a church than I 
think that I'm not here. He had ideas to give to 
the world, but the people were not intellectually 
fit to.receive them, so that instead of swallowing 
the ideas they swallowed the man. 
thousands and thousands of churches to-day built 
on Jesus Christ. 

“Emerson said, ‘You have the whole story of 
the forest in the acorn.’ So we have the whole 


history of the church In the story of the first few : 


Christians.’ Then he told how the first preach- 
ers secured converts, ‘‘not for Christ, not for the 
church, but for themselves. Thus the. people, 
as they heard the diff:rent preachers and became 
converts, called themselves and were called Chris- 
tiaus, but were really Paulites and other ites. 
Theu they differed among themselvesand got into 
fights. Do they fight about Christ? No, there 
isn’t a member in. the whole bunch that gives a 
spider’s web for Christ. 

“ There is the origin of all sectarianism and 
in all sectarlanism is egotism. ‘God will do 
something for me,’ each creed says, ‘that he 
will not do for cthers ’ They. say: ‘ We've built 
up an insurauce society, we belong to such-and- 
such a church,and we guarantee you toa seat 
near the highest spire in heaven.’ Even the Uni- 
versalists,.who don’t believe in a hell hereafter, 
will give you hell right here if you differ from 
them. The way to get out of sectarianism is to 
` grow out of it.” 

Mrs. Lincoln was then introduced. 

“ Born a Spiritualist,” ske said, “I never was 
bothered with church regulations. But even in 
dealing with Splritualists, I found that bigotry. 
had crept in. I found that I might better take an 
independent stand, so that I am arrayed against 
the world. My friends told me: ‘You must be 
a Theosophist.’ ‘ How’s that?’ said I. ‘Why, you 
believe that you existed before.’ Believe it! I 
know that I existed before. Therefore, I have 
undertaken to teach a cult, ani it can be taught to 
you scientifically. It is of the world outside of 
the physical world.” Then she told of how the 
microscope enables us to see things in water that 
escape the uniided eye, and spoke of an ‘ntrumeut 
or means that enabled her to look into the air and 
see forms. “The air is filled with forms,” she 
said. ae 

*Sactarianism says, ‘ walk jn one path.’ 
thought says, ‘walk everywhere.’ | 
the materialist, the Agnostic, who deals with 
matter alone, has a perfect right to his opinion as 
long as he sees only that material. 
members of the Freethought society see to.it that 
they live up to the entirety of the word meg have 
taken as their name.’ i 


Free- 


No- 


„each one.of us is a colony of beings. 


There are 


The scientist, - 


But let the. 


Mr. Eccles was then introduced. He announced 
that he was an Agnostic and said that in conform- 
ity with the custom he would read atext. Taking 
upa Bible that lay on the table on the platform, 
he read the chapters telling of the purpose of 
the people to build the Tower of Babel and the 
comment of the Lord on the attempt. 

“ There is not a schoolboy fourteen years old,” 
said Mr. Eccles, ‘‘ who believes that a tower could 
be built to heaveu and who, if he thought of the 
matter at all, would not havea contempt for a 
god who believed that unless a people’s language 
was broken up such a tower would be built. 

“t Deny the ualformity of nature, and you deny 
the possibility of all science. There are things 
about which we canuot know. You might quite as 
well expect the eagle to soar out of the air in 
which it lives as to expect man to know all of life. 
There is a deep, ineffable mystery in being. Ag- 
nosticism means the creatiou of a doubt. We per- 


ceive that there is a mental side to being that 


perhaps deserves the name ‘God;’ for, if we at- 
tempted to interpret our doings by referring to 
vegetarianism or mineral facts, we do precisely 
what we do when we explain by laying them to 
mentaiity. There may be tens of thousands of 
worlds about us, but do not let our imaginations 
run away with us. Do not let our hopes step in 
where ‘truth is not. If any man tells you of a 
world near you, do not deny the possibility cf it, 
but make him prove it before you accept it. I 
don’t deuy the possibility of the woman [referring 
to'Mrs. Lincoln] seeing things thousands of miles 
away, but I’ve never had proof of it. 

“Size and brain structure count for nothing. It 
is the mind that does the thinking. The ant 
is much wiser than the elephant. The ant stands 
next to man. Every cell within us is a. being; 
An eye is 
not that which sees; it is the organ to see with. 
The ear is not that which hears; it is the organto 
hear with. The brain is not that which thinks; it 
is the organ to think with. At that point psychol- 
ogists and Spiritualists part. I kuow that when 
I shut off the blood supply to my brain, thought 
ceases. Bat there is no such thing as aunihilation 
of matter or mind. Where matter is, mind must 
necessarily be. This being the case, there is plenty 
of room for religion. Hope has brought us up 
from the lowest cell-form to man. I would not 
hold out to you the reward of golden things, the 
promise of being lulled to sleep by the songs of 
augels, but I believe that whatever be our fate, 
there is good back of it all. The widow of Pro- 
fessor Huxley placed on his tomb: 


t“ And if there be no m3eting past the grave; 
If all is solemn silence, still ’tis rest. 
Be not afraid, ye waiting hearts that weep; 
. For God still giveth his beloved sleep, 
_And if an endless sleep he wills, so best. 


“Interpret God in the same terms as I do, and 
those are my seutiments.,” 

In the evening Dr. W. A. Croffnt aud L. 
K. Washburn addressed the Congress. Their 
speeches will be published later. 

Th2 uew presideut theu thanked the members 
foc thelr attendance and encouragement, and ad- 
journed the Congress. 


Among those: who attended, members and 
friends of the organization, were the following: 

Cauada—Wnm. Redley, E. Chautler, W m. Beatty. 

Counecticut—Eliza Mowry Bliven. 

Illiuois—E P Peacock and wife, W. G. Reich- 
wald, M. A. Kelley, E. C. Reichwald, L. W. Loutz- 
enheiser. , 

Indiana—T. J. Bowles. 

Iowa—J. J. Dietz. 

Kansas—John T. Lakin. 

Kentucky—C. C. Moore, J. E Hughes. 

Massachusetts—L. K. Washburn. 

Michigan—Dr. F. Fettig and wife, Ed. F. 
Marschner, C. D. Johnson and wife, E. A. Slater, 
L. J. Engel, S J. Johuston. 

Minnesota —Jas. Geddes 
Weber. 

Missouri—Lilliau Hanley. 

New Jersey—R. H. Bitchelor. 

New York—Joseph Warwick, C. Wood, E. D. 
Northrup, Pliny Smith, W. F. Doll, Dr. G. A 
Pohl and wife, L. D. Crine, Chas Viskachie, J. A. 
Kimble, R. Magner, O. H. Hamele, M. Byron, 
Joel Hickox, Adolph Readquest, Wm. W. Jones, 
C. L. Cockle, J. W. Beebe, Otto W. Frick, Fred. 
Butcher, J. H. Fanning, Mrs. S. W. Wetmore, J. 
A. Weaver, Moses Hull, M. Winckler and wife, 
E A. Wood, M.D., John Nuessle, E. M. Macdonald. 


‘and wife, Cyrus 


Ohio—Samuel ‘Groux, Geo. O. Roberts, Helen | 
M. Lucas, N. C. Cooper, Morgan Wamsley, J. B. į Club be crowded on this occasion. 


Wilson, J. A. Soule and wife, Jas. Crowley and 
wife, Jesse Hitch, J. H. Hunt, John Albright. — 
Oklahoma Territory—R Maschke. 
Pennsylvania—F, N. Morton, Geo. W. Canfield, 
B. A. Greene, Norman Glenn. 
Rhode Island—Geo. W. Olney and wife. 
Virginia—F. L Townsend. 
Washington, D. C —David Eccles, Dr. W. A. 
Croffat. 
Wisconsin—J. W. Hirringtoa, Ciara. L. Stew- 
art. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION SCORED. 


< Othello’s occupation is gone.” This, however, 
is by no means the saddest thing that ever hap- 
pened in this best of all possibie worlds; for, if 
Dr. Philip J. Reinle is rignt, the physician’s oc- 
cupation is also gone. In his lecture on “Chaos 
in Medicine,” delivered last Friday evening before 
as large an audience as the German Masonic Hall 
could hold, Dr. Reinle informed the Liberal Club 
that physicians are a useless class of people who 
have not the slightest idea of the nature of dis- 
ease, and who live on the credulity of their 
patients. He took as a text the following quota- 
tion from Kant’s ‘‘ Critique of Pure Reason:” "It 
is the duty of philosophy to do away with all 
deceptive material which has been created by mis- 
interpretation, no matter how many highly prized 
and cherished illusions will have to go out of 
existence.” Kant, said the lecturer, had the same 
tronble in philosophy that we have to-day in med- 
icine: he had to fight accepted theories. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Reinle, symptoms of disease are nat- 
ure’s reports of disorder in the human body caused 
by an irrational way of living, and such disorder 
cannot be cured by drugs. ‘lhe so-called palliat- 
ive treatment of doctors interferes with nature’s 
methods. Disease is the result of violation of the 
laws of nature, and in order to be healthy man 
must return to nature. The practice of medicine is 
a criminal way of getting money under false pre- 
tenses. The effect of drugs is to dull the senses. 
When the nerves of sensation haye ceased work- 
ing, the patient imagines that he feels better. We 
manufacture our own diseases and end in wreck- 
ing our whole systems. Health comes from proj er 
food and environment, not from drugs. Physiciars 
undertake to abolish disease without knowing 
what it is. Is there any wouder that respect for 
the medical profession is waning? In medicine, 
allopathy is the leading school. Itsadherents con- 
demn all other schools, just as the Catholic church 


' condemns all other. churches. Homeopathy is an- 


tagonistic to allopathy, and is harmless. The 
eclecticschool denounces both allopathy and home- 
opathy. Then we have Christian Science, holy- 
bone cures, osteopathy, patent. medicines, one of 
which, called Peruna, is pure malt whisky. They 
all differ in their ways; each claims to be right, 
and is convinced that all others are wrong. But 
the fact is, nobody cures. Nature does the work,. 
aud man gets the credit. The inherent power of 
nature to restore health is as well established as 
is the law of gravitation. What we need is not 
medicine, but harmony with nature’s require- 
ments. 

Dr. P. Canitz, a hydropath, told of the great 
benefits of the water cure, and expressed great 
admiration for Dr. Reinle’s lecture. 

Dr. Keller was in favor of medicine as a means 
of stopping pain. The suffering of the patient 
must be relieved before nature can take its course. 

Dr. Gunn admitted that physicians practice a 
great deal of deception, and advised doctors to 
select the good in every’schocl of medicine. 

Dr. Lightstone characterized Dr. Reinle’s lect- 
ure as mere phraseology, and vehemently de- 
fended the medical profession. 

Dr. Leslie R Kingsley, Mental Scieutist, autbor 
of ‘* Psychical Research,” ‘‘ Jean de Monfort,”’. 
and other works, was the humorist of the evening 
aud kept the audience roaring by his witty- re- 
marks at the expense of the physicians. He 
advanced the idea that no physician can accom- 
plish anything unless the patient has confidence 
in him. 

The last speaker was a gentleman from New 
Mexico, who introduced himself as a Freethinker, 
incidentally remarked tbat he knew a cure for 
consumption, and closed by saying that he was a 
God-loving Methodist preacher. 

This week Mr. Franklin Pierce will speak on 
“Crowd Not and Submit Not to Crowding.” A 
word to the wise is sufficient: let the Liberal 
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Letters of Friends. 


Readers desirous of communicating with 
the writers of the letters in this depart- 
ment may address them in care of The 
Truth Seeker, 28 Lafayette Place, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be 
readdressead ind forwarded. 


*¢ Reds” vs. Philosophical Anarchists. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. l 

Press dispatches state that an organiza- 
tion, to be known as the ‘‘ Republic,” is 
being formed in Chicago to do battle under 
oath-bound processes with Anarchists. 
At the same timeit has been declared that 
men of the Czolgosz type are not true An- 
archists and that true Anarchism is per- 
fectly peaceable—of the Count Tolstoy 
type. It is a fact that the philosophic 
Anarchists of the Tolstoy type are diametri- 
cally opposed to the “ reds,” and it is also 
a fact that for the past few years they have 
been exerting a wholesome influence upon 
the ‘‘reds” by showing them a ‘‘more ex- 
cellent way.’’ It only needs a little further 
work along this line, together with the en- 
forcement of such laws as we already have, 
to make of red Anarchy a thing of the 
past, so far as this country is concerned, at 
least. i 

An organization such as the ‘‘ Republic” 
is calculated to interfere greatly with the 
pacific work of the philosophic Anarchists, 
and throw the reds back to all those de- 
testable resorts for which they have been 
famous. When we see converts approach- 
ing the mourner’s bench unaer the 
peaceable teaching of some proficients 
in the line it should be the part of 
wisdom to encourage them on to the 
new, rather than to excite them to go back 
again to their past. The country is in 
no danger from Anarchists. Czolgosz 
would never have been heard of had he 
found the ‘'luck’”’ in life that he expected. 
He was an offshoot of our public schools 
and not of Anarchy. He said: ‘‘I re- 
ceived my education in the public schools 
of Detroit. I never had much luck at any- 
thing, and this preyed upon me. It made 
me morose and envious.” 

There are thousands of young men in 
this country at this minute who say the 
same asthe above. They are to be found 
everywhere. They expected to receive 
‘*softsnaps’’ as their portion in life. They 
were educated to believe that the work of 
their fathers was beneath them. In their 
disappointment, scme take reverge on 
society in one way and some in another. 
Socialists tell us there are 3,500,cootramps, 
other authorities say 60,000. They are all 
the product of the public schools. Our 
fathers knew them not. Added to them is 
the large number of young men, like Czol- 
gosz, who are drifting around without 
steady employment and from whom any- 
thing can be expected. If we were edu- 
cating the rising generations aright, these 
tramp and half-employed classes would 
cease to exist Czolgosz assumed the role 
ofared Anarchist; but the philosophical 
Anarchists repudiate him, his act, and all 
who agree with him. 

Anarchists of the Tolstoy type seek to live 
in perfect harmony with mankind. They 
want to educate men up to the regenerated 
heart condition in which each may be a law 
unto himself, and, in harmony with God, 
man, and nature, live out life without law 
and without war. Asthe churchman Says, 
he wants ‘‘ Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven,” so 
the philosophic Anarchists would seek 
the same practical end. Both should have 
an equal right to preach their doctrines and 
work for their goals. As we do not extir- 
pate a church community because a mur- 
derer develops in its midst, so we should 
not seek the extirpation of those peaceful 
Anarchists who in word and deed show 
their abhorrence of blood. Many of the 
philosophic Anarchists will not take animal 
life, and there are some who refuse to eat 
any flesh that ever had life, or even wear 
eather that is made from hide. 

It is, of course, folly to suppose that in 
the present condition of society, life and 
property would be for a moment secure 
without law. The Jacksonville fire and 
the Galveston flood prove that. We also 
know that in nocity or hamlet of the land 


can a man keep one thousand dollars in his 
own home and he certain of his life. We 
should welcome any sect or party that, 


‘however remotely, seriously attempts to 


remedy human crime either by educating 
the mind philosophically or by regenerating 
the human heart. A precedent for life 
without rulers has been furnished by the 
scriptures. It is found in Judges xvii, 6: 
“In those days there was no king in Is- 
rael, but every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes.” As mengrow into 
obedience to the law of nature, or the law 
of God witteninthe heart, they must become 
of one mind in all things, in which ‘‘the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man” is recognized, and it follows that 
they can live without any humanlaw what- 
ever. But this highest of attainments is 
the very opposite of the lowest of vices, and 
men seeking either nature’s harmony or 
God’s image should not be confounded 
with assassins. 

One of these philosophic groups of An- 
archists has heen in existence for some 
time at Home, Washington; and since the 
assassination they have been visited bya 
reporter of the News, of Tacoma, and long 
accounts are given of them in that paper 
of Sept. rr and 12. The editor, much fairer 
than the Tacoma Ledger, gave Editor 
Morton of the Home group a full hearing, 
but, yielding to the excitement of the mo- 
ment, pronounced against the group and 
advocated their extermination, or depoita- 
tion, or suppressionin some form. If these 
people were ‘‘red’’ Anarchists I would 
have no word of defense for them, but as it 
is, I have sought to defend them in the 
Newsand all other Press- Writers should do 
thesame. Many editors, politicians, and 
others are coming forward with quite a 
change of front toward the Anarchists and 
are publicly demanding that the philo- 
sophical class, Quaker-lke as they are, are 
not to be classed with the ‘‘reds.”’ 

The Kansas City Times lately gave an 
article on this line from the pen of. the 
veteran old Democrat, Hon. David Over- 
meyer of Kansas. The same was copied 
in Bryan’s Commoner of Oct. 4, Mr. Bryan 
indicating that he, too, is partial toa dis- 
tinction being made. Among other things, 
Mr. Overmeyer says: 

“I have long known that there are 
people calling themselves Anarchists wko 
do not believe in murder or violence. The 
time hascome, however, when these should 
change their name. Anarchy was always 
abad name for people who want peace 
and who yearn for a Platonic age. 
They adopted that nameafter it had gained 
an evil significance. If they lock fo1waid 
to Utopia or the millennium, they might 
call themselves ‘Utopians’ or ‘ Millennial- 
ists.’ If they favor the idea of non-resist- 
ance to evil they might be ‘ Tolstoians,’ 
The word Anarchy should be blotted from 
the vocabulary of civilization.” : 

My idea was along Mr. Overmeyer’s 
line before I heard from him, and I now 
find that many of the Press-Writers think 
the-same. We have atnong our Press- 
Writers a number of these philosophical 
Anarchists. Miss Kate Austin is one of 
them and she has just appeared in the Bal- 
timore American in repudiation of assas- 
sins and forcein every form. In circular 
3300 a few of the Press-Writers are classi- 
fied as specialists on philosophical Ar- 
archists; but in all of that circular that I 
henceforth send out I will substitute ’‘ In- 
dividualism’’ as their specialty, and I trust 
that others will do the same without equivo- 
cation. ‘‘A rose is just as sweet by any 
other name.’’ 

The bigots of every class are availing of 
the present excitement to call for the sup- 
pression of every species of Liberalism, 
and every Liberal in the country must in 
one way or another gird himself to do bat- 
tle for his liberties. The Boston Banner of 
Light of Sept. 21, under the heading of 
“Danger,” valiantly called upon the Spir- 
itualists to do their duty. Soit must be 
with all of the Liberal school. The Ma- 
sons have also come forth in defense of free 
speech and free press, and argue that the 
nation betrays its imbecility in exhibiting 
such a terror over a handful of Anarchists 
as would jeopard the very fundamentals 
upon-which the government is founded in 
securing power for their extinction. Fer 
myself, I say abolish the public schools; 
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maintain the people’s voicein the press, and 

apply: such laws as we already have, and 

these, accompanied with the propaganda of 

the philosophical Anarchists, will be all- 

sufficient to preserve us from the red An- 

archists. Francis B. LIVESEY. 
Sykesville, Md. 


Mr. Dailey Hits the Centre. 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker 

I inclose you an answer sent to the 
Noblesville, Ind., Ledger, it being a shot 
at the target published last week. 

M. A.D. 
To the Editor of The Ledger. 

I see you are endeavoring to saddle the 
assassination of President McKinley onthe 
shoulders of Atheists and Infidels. 

In doing this you are talking a little too 
soon. Just wait and see if the assassin of 
Mr. McKinley, before he isexecuted, don’t 
have priest or preacher by him. 

Itis the height of impudence for a be- 
liever in asupreme being to say that the 
cause of Anarchy and crime is Atheism or 
Infidelity, when it is a well-known fact 
that the most heinous crimes ever commit- 
ted ware perpetrated by believers in a God 
and in the hand of God. 

Cain believed in God, yet he slew his 
brother. Old David waa a believer in God, 
and hada man killed in order to get his 
wife (and he already had two or. three). 
Lot was a believer, and I suppose you are 
acquainted with him. 

Guiteau, the assassin of Garfield, be- 
lieved in God. Hinshaw, the preacher 
who murdered his wife in cold blood, and 
is now in prison, was a believer in God, 
and preached hell and damnation to those 
who did not believe. 

Criminal preachers are numbered by 
hundreds. You can hardly pick up a paper 
that don’t contain an account of preacher 
or Sunday-school superintendent going 
wrong. 

Jessie James, one of the worst men that 
ever lived, shot a man because he denied 
the existence of hell. Every negro brute 
in the South that assaults women and girls 
isa believer in God, and calls upon him 
when being slowly roasted to death at the 
hands of a Christian mob. 

In 1885 (if I remember right), of the 
thousands and thousands of inmates of 
the different prisons of the country 
there were only three avowed Infidels. 
The statistics showed that the ntmter 
being equal of Christiars ard Infidels, 
the Christian was twenty-one times mcre 
immoral than the Infidel. Ard it is rea. 


sonable and Icgical that tke Ckristian or- 


the believer in Christianity stculd be mcre 
immoral than an unbeliever, because tke 
believer thinks it makes no difference how 
he lives, but how he dies, for the Bible says 
the sinner may call upon his God at the 
eleventh hour and be saved. 

There is this difference between a Chris- 

tian and Infidel in regard to sinning: the 
Christian sins on credit and the Infidel 
pays cash down. 
-. The Infidel knows that the only way to 
right a wrong is by restitution. If yourob 
a man out of his right, give it back to him 
with interest; don’t ask God to forgive 
you. If you injure anybody and repair the 
injury, any decent God will forgive you 
without asking. You can injure man, but 
you cannot injure God. 

Who are the believers in God? I'l tell 
you who. Theslanderer, the calumniator 
of the dead, the perjurer, the murderer, the 
robber, ruiner of young girls, the defamer, 
housebreaker, horsethief, the beater of 
women and children, the assassin, the low 
and ignorant, the scum of the earth. 

Rev. Mr. Talmage said Mr. McKinley’s 
assassin should have been killed on the 
spot, upon which some paper—I think, the 
Indianapolis Sentinel—said: ‘‘It seems 
Anarchy exists evenin the pulpit when pas- 
sion is aroused.” 

There are thousands of good and noble 
men and women that believe in a supreme 
being, but they would be just as good and 
noble if they didn’t. 

One of your statements I have over- 
looked I want to reply to. You say: 
“ These so-called Freethinkers are not so 
much Freethinkers as fool thinkers.” And 
to prove this you use the old passage from 
Solomon: ‘The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God.’ ” 

Now, so far as being a fool is concerned, 


the Atheist is on equal footing with the 
Christian, for Paul said, meaning himself 


and other Cnristians : ‘‘We are fools for 


Christ’s sake;” and the doings of some 
Christians I know confirm his statement. 
Again, if Solomon’s judgment on fools was 
no better than his judgment on matrimony 
I would not consider him good authority on 
fools. , 

Nothing would: please me more than to 
get a broadside reply to some of your state- 
ments on religious subjects before your 
readers. M. A. DAILEY. 


A Plan to Advance the Cause. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

On page 617-18 of The Truth Seeker, 
Sept. 28, is published “‘ An Open Letter to 
Christian Ministers,’’ signed G. G. Gabrion. 
I do not know when a letter in the ‘‘ Let- 
ters of Friends” department of The Truth 
Seeker has suggested to me the possibilities 
which this has toward the upbuilding of 
the cause of Freethought. I may be mis- 
taken in the results of my scheme, but it 
seems to me to be worth serious considera- 
tioe, not only on your part, but also all 
those interested in the spread of. Free- 
thought doctrines. 

Inclosed you will find one dollar to start 
my scheme, which is about this: That you 
ask the friends of Freethought to furnish 
you a series of questions upon any subject 
which may prove distressingly hard for our 
Christian friends to answer, filling in from 
the office at any time you should be short 
of outside material. There is where I think 
that brother of yours would shine with 
greater lustre than even in ‘‘ Observa- 
tions,” which is saying lots. 

Allow me to suggest, simply suggest, 
that these questions should be set up in 
fairly large type, so as to be easily read by 
the old, and in say, two columns, fitting a 
full page of The Truth Seeker, in which 
they would be published weekly under the 
following head’: 


- EXTRA No. (from 1 up). 


An open letter to the clergy and their 
Sollowers. 


2 To the extent of the income derived from 


the helpersin this scheme inclose within 
The Truth Seeker of each subscriber to 
this fund all you can afford of these ‘‘ Ex- 
tras,’’ loose, so that they may be handed to 
a friend or neighbor without appearing to 
burden them with a whole paper, bearing 
upon so many different subjects. Or they 
can be dropped here and there, in barber 
shops, saloons, or places of amusement, 
where people are apt to pick up and read 
anything that comes to hand. They can 
be tacked up where they will be likely to 
be read by hundreds who would not other- 
wise be aware that such, to them, unknown 
questions had an existence. Anything, 
you know, to set them thinking. 

You have in the ‘‘ Press-Writers’’ an ad- 
mirable institution, but then, you know, 
we are not all capable of doing duty 
therein. Here is something in which every 
man, woman, and child within our ranks 
can do full and acceptable duty. If, as in 
many cases, for the sake of harmony some 
are compelled to “Let not their right hand 
know what their left doeth,” this distribu- 
tion can be done so secretly that the worker 
may not be suspected. 

The plan I have outlined to carry this 
scheme into effect would be about as fol- 
lows. Call this fund the ‘‘ Circulating 
Fund” or give it any other suitable name. 
To become a member, and thereby have 
these ‘‘Extras’’ with their Truth Seekers in 
sheets ready for distribution, I would sug- 
gest fifty cents a year. The ‘‘ Extras ” 
being already printed in the regular edition 
of The Truth Seeker, the printing of the 
additional sheets should not be very expen- 
sive, and perhaps twenty-five cents would 
be ample for the quantity the general sub- 
scriber would make use of. Should some 
require more they could simply increase the 
amount of money to meet their require- 
ments. 

It strikes me that nearly all the subscrib- 
ers would take some ‘‘stock’’ in this fund. 
Many would no doubt deny themselves that 
extra cigar or other luxury,in order to 
have the satisfaction of sticking one of 
these extras under the nose of some Chris- 
tian champion acquaintance. 

If you think my idea not feasible, send . 
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the dollar to Raichwald for membership in 
the A. S., U. But I think you will conclude 
with me that it is ‘‘just the thing.” Fra- 
ternally with you to the end, ~ 
Colorado. D. D. LAKE. 


Is It True? 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

As is generally known, especially 
throughout the South, a very pious and at 
the same tims amusing letter-writer, under 
the nom-de-plume of “Bill Arp,” is a 
hebdomadal correspondent of the Atlanta 
Coastitutton of this state. His proper 
name is none other than Smith, without 
the John, however, and I had the immense 
honor of dining at the same table with him 
just thirty-two, years ago, when he was 
being lionized at the very meridian of his 
fame. He is rather Lilliputian in physique, 
but is multum in parvo, and even at that 
distant day he resembled ‘‘ Uncle Ned ’’ to 
the extent of having a bald spot on the top 
of his head, indicating immens. aid in- 
tense brain-power. In nearly ail of his 
letters he introduces evidences of early 
Christian teaching and training, as well as 
indications of avoidance, in all his exten- 
sive reading, of books antagonistic to the 
Bible and the lesser religious fabies. But 
enough of this digressive and needless in- 
troduction. 

In o1e of Arp’s late letters he devotes 
much space to, well-deserved eulogy of the 
famous Ben Franklin, and among other 
nice things about that good and great man 
he states: ‘‘In the constitutional conven- 
tion of 1787, his last motion was that Con- 
gress should open its sessions with prayer, 
and this is done to this day.” 

This statement, if correct, would tend to 
disprove the oft-repeated assertion that 
Franklin was an Infidel or, at any rate, a 
doubter of the inspiration of the so-called 
holy scriptures. Either that or he must 
have been a hypocrite to have made sucha 
motion. So often has this idea of Frank- 
lin’s disbelief been impressed upon my mind 
by The Truth Seeker and other anti-Chris- 
tian authorities, that I am loth to credit 
aught from any source contradictory thereof. 
As a frequent and usnally amused reader of 
Bill Arp's letters for the press, I often per- 
ceive a ridiculously strong leaning to 
hide-bound piety—the “crime of credu- 
lity; so much so indeed that he loses no 
opportunity of airing his religious senti- 
ments even in the discussion of secular 
affairs, always tinged with wit and humor. 
Possibly Bill Arp, an omnivorous reader 
throughout his long life, got his informa- 
tion concerning Franklin from religious 
bigots, and therefore unreliable sources. 
According to the date given, Franklin 
was far advanced in years at the time of 
making his motion for prayer, and if he did 
this it must have been the result of remorse 
or contrition for his former unbelief, or, as 
before stated, he must have acted the 
hypocrite, which latter no one will believe. 

Piease kindly enlighten us concerning 
this matter, and oblige yours truly, 
` Alabama. R. RANDOLPH. 


[it is recorded that Franklin made the 
motion attributed to him, but the other 
members appear to have taken it for one of 
the pleasantries for which he was noted, 
since his motion was irretrievably lost, 
being supported by only three or four votes. 
As Bill Arp says, constitutional conven- 
tions are opened with prayer at this day, 
but they were notin Franklin’s day.—Ep. 
T. S] 


Seeking for Light. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. : 
I am informed to-day that a good Chris- 
tian, first of all, must believein God the 


father, and in Jesus Christ the son, who. 


gave himself up to die in our place; for 
God said man must die, and, in order to 
keep his word and show himself a real live 
God, someone must suffer the penalty of 
sin. Thus it seems (according to the belief 
of our Christian brethren), in order to sat- 
isfy his thirst for blood, he was willing to 
see the life of an innocent man sacrificed. 
Now, if the faith of our Christian friends 
in this God is as strong as their pretended 
balief would imply, they must believe this 
same God to be the original creator of man, 
also of all the faculties with which man has 
been endowed, including man’s power to 
reason. Now, did this same God intention- 
ally endow man with this most wonderful, 
power in order that it might be used as a 


trap with which to ensnare man and cause 
him to fall and be damned for all eternity? 
Of allthe millions of people who inhabit 
this earth there are not two exactly alike. 
Each one has a separate and distinct 
individuality, which would seem to make 
it just as unreasonable to expect them all 
to see and think alike as to expect water to 
run uphill, Now, if there is such a god, he 
himself is wholly and alone responsible for 
allin existence; also for the conditions that 
prevail among the whole human race. In 
his great love for his children he made a 
heaven; he also made a hell. Then, for 
fear his beloved children might find the 
way to this heaven too easy, he made a 
devil and gave to him such power and in- 
fluence over his beloved children as to 
make it absolutely impossible for all of 
them to escape this devil’s dragnet. Why 
was this? Did God fear that he might have 
created this devil and hell to no purpose? 

It seems to me that any Christian who 
desires to be honest with himself must ad- 
mit that he was given his power to reason 
for some purpose. If it was not intended 
that he exercise it or use it at all, why was 
he givenit? And so it seems anyone who 
will be reasonable and honest with himself 
for a single moment will see that there is 
something so radically wrong and incon- 
sistent about Christianity as taught by the 
Christian of our time as to make it wholly 
unworthy of the attention or consideration 
of any fair-minded or reasonable person, 

That there once lived such a man as 
Jesus Christ we have no good reason to 
doubt, but that he was ever conceived by 
the Holy Ghost we have no reascn to be- 
lieve. We may also admit his goodness as 
aman, but we must forever doubt his di- 
vinity asagod. That.we may live again 
seems to be more a matter of faith than of 
understanding. The body we know to be 
little else than common clay, while the 
mind seems to be as much the result of the 
bodily organization as sound is the result 
of whatever causes the sound or as music is 
the result of the mechanism of any instru- 
ment. Then is it possible that the soul 
might be a third principle of being equally 
distinct from the mind or body? If so, will 
some one who knows it to be so kindly ex- 
plain how he knows it to be so? 

Hoping to Have some light thrown on 
this subject, I remain one of Montana’s un- 
fortunate Infidels who must, in the absence 
ot more and better light, forever wander in 
darkness. M. D.A. 

Anaconda, Mont. 


Paine’s Picture on Bank Notes. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

The charters of the national banks expire 
in 1902, and under thelaw a new series of 
notes must be issued. Anticipating it, they 
are already planning the designs for the 
new notes. It will be a portrait series, 
with McKinley on the tens and Harrison 
on the fives. I would suggest the portrait 
of Thomas Paine on the hundreds for the 
following reasons: 

r. It is the centennial anniversary of his 
return to the United States, where he was 
welcomed to the capitol by his friend and 
coworker, Thomas Jefferson. i 

2. For the reason assigned by Mr. Knox, 
comptroller of currency in 1876, in his re- 
port: The institute of banking had its 
origin in a company without a charter in a 
meeting of citizens of Philadelphia, June 
17, 1780, at which it was resolved to open a 
security subscription to the amount of 
$300,000, Pennsylvania currency, the in- 
tention being to supply the army, at the 
time reported by General Washington to 
be destitute of the common necessities of 
life and on the verge of mutiny. Thomas 
Paine, then clerk of the Pennsylvania 
Assembly, suggested a subscription by let- 
ter to Blair McClenaghan, in which he in- 
closed a contribution of $500 to the fund. 
The latter geatleman and Robert Morris 
each subscribed £209 in hard money. 

3. Robert Morris's and Blair McClen- 
aghan’s portraits should also be on the 
same issue. While their subscriptions were 
larger in amount than Paine’s, the origin- 
ator, by giving all he had, and that at a 
time pregnant with immediate need, was 
of double value to the cause of independ- 
ence. 

4. None of the portraits mentioned has 
appeared upon any issue of the currency of 
the United States, and yet their subjects 


rendered important financial assistance to 
the United States at a most opportune time; 
and, 

Lastly, the Paine Memorial Association 
would gladly render the Treasury officials 
any service in the way of original portraits 
for their use in engraving; also would 
gladly welcome the readers of The Truth 
Seeker, who are admirers of Thomas 
Paine, to enroll their names as members of 
the Association. The cost of certificates is 
25 cents. They contain an excellent portrait 
of Thomas Paine, the original of which is 
now In Independence Hail, and one of 
Major Taylor, who presented Paine’s pict- 
ture tothe city. Fraternally yours, 

James B. ELLIOTT, 
Secretary P, M. A. 

3515 Wallace st., Philadelphia. 

P. S.—In a review of the work of the 
Paine Memorial Associaticn in The Truth 
Seeker of Sept. 21, by Mrs. Lucy Colman, 
the veteran Abolitionist and Freethinker, 
she said she doubted if ten out of a hun- 
dred of the children in our public schools 
knew who Paine was. This statement gives 
theschools more credit than they deserve. I 
don’t think there are more than one in a 
hundred, for the reason that but one of our 
modern school-histories mentiors his name. 
Frost's school history, 1858, mentions his 
pamphlet “Common Sense,” but states that 
“Paine was a man of no learning and lit- 
tle knowledge!” J. B.E. 

Has Met a Christian Scientist. 

Lo the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

_ We are having the worst drouth this 
country has ever known; no rain here 
(Stone county, Mo.) since April 17 last; 
good wheat and some fruit, but nothing 
eise; bread and meat are at the top notch; 
don’t know when I can pay up, but will as 
soon as I can. I don’t see how I can live 
without the grand old Truth Seeker, for it 
is food for the brain. I am now distribut- 
ing copies among my neighbors, trying to 
get you some new subscribers. I gaveo.e 
to a Christian Scientist. His name is Will- 
iam Botner. Can you or any of your read- 
ers do anything to pull the wool from over 
his eyes? He is a Liberal, but doesn’t 
know it. He has no belief in the orthodox 
hell. He is a good man, but the trouble 
with him is that he puts tuo much iaith in 
certain passages of the scriptures. He 
asked me this question: ‘What is nature?” 


Now, kind Editor, I want you and your 


readers of Letters of Friends to tell me in 
the columns of The Truth Seeker how to 
answer his question. By your help I can 
bring him clear out of the old rut. Iam 
young in the cause, but I have pretty near 
done up the sky-pilots in this part of the 
moral vineyard, JoHN ADAY. 

Stone County, Mo. 

[Tell him that nature is the world of 


matter and of mind, the universe.— ED. 
T. S.] 


The Yellows Exculpated. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. ` 
At the regular meeting of Ivanhoe Coun- 
cil, No. 72, Jr. O. U. A. M., of Somerville, 
N. J., the following preamble to some reso- 
lutions on the death of the President was 
adopted : 


WHEREAS, It has pleased Almighty God 
in his wise and mysterious providence to 
remove from our beloved country our hon- 
ored President, William McKinley, etc. 


This takes the responsibility off the yel- 
low journals. J. H. Bouirno. 
New Jersey. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line (seven words to line)......0....0...$ 10 
Per inch rssscecssesesvcosescevevvceences 
One-fourth colus n (34% 1nches).. 
One-half column (7 inches)..... 
Three.fourth column (ro}g inch 
One oolumn (14 inches). sesser.. 


On advertisements to run three months and 
over special terms will be given cn application 
Terms, cash with copy. The circulation of The 
Truth Seeker is a generai one, aii over this 
country and to Europe and the East,and any one 
havinga shipping business of any sort will find 
ita profitable medium. ` 


Pocket Theologv 


By VOLTAIRE. 


Terse, witty, and sarcastic definitions of theolo- 
ical terms. Price, a5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


_PROPRIATENESS THESE 


A Vision 
of War 


By COL. R. G. INGERSOLL 
with 


13 Colored Lithograph Plates 


Tied wth the National Colors 
By H. A. OGDEN. 


THE WHOLE OF THE VISION, WITH 
ITS GRAND AND PATHETIC PAS- 
SAGES, EFFECTIVELY PICTURED BY 
THE ARTIST. ; 

AS A &RIENDLY GIFT NOTHING CAN 
SURPASS IN BEAUTY AND AP- 
ILLUMIN- 
ATED PLATES. THE COST OF ALL 
IS NOT ABOVE THE WORTH OF EACH. 


Sent postpaid, complete, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yor 


Hypnotism in Mental and 
Moral Culture, 


By John Duncan Quackenbos. - 


Post 8vo, $1.25. 


‘This is a “popular” exposition of a great and 
important subject, equaily interesting. to pro- 
fessional men and laymen. It explains the Prin- 
ciples of Hypnosis and the rational methods of 
inducing the state, It discusses Suggestion and 
Anto-Suggestion, andtheir relation to Christian 
Science, Mental Science, Christian Faith, and 
Responsibility. It compares Moral Referm 
effected by Hypnotism with Conversion to 
Christianity involving Moral Reform. It de- 
monstrates the Ethical Victory in hypnotic 
reform, and treats hypnotic procedures in detail 
from the Christian view-point. 

It presents the author’s experience in thetreat- 
ment by suggestion of Cigarette Addiction, In- 
ebriety and Morphinomania, Kieptomania, etc., 

It sets forth the value of Hypnotic Suggestio- 
in the inspiration of writers, of men and women 
of the stage, and in the development of musical 
and other talent, 

It gives to the world the startling results of 
the author’s original departure in the line of 
Compulsory Hypnotism, showing how a person 
may be hypnotized against his will, and forced 
to take upon himself a higher and better nature, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Historv of the| ®” 
Intellectual JOHN 
Developmen t| *: 
of Europe. DRAPER, 


2 volumes. 896 pages. 12mo, $3; half seal 
$4.50; half calf, $6.50. 


All the latest researches in history, all the 
most recent discoveries in the realms of geology, 
mechanical science, and language, eve1} minute 
particular that can ig pres oriliustrate the gen- 
eral progress of ali European races, from the 
most primitive ages, are accurately and copi- 
ously detailed in their several relations. Nor is 
the author without such an art of representa- 
tion as can render a book not only such as we 
ought to read, but aiso such as we like to read.— 
Westminster Review. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THE LORD’S DAY 
OR MAN’S? 


A Public Discussion between Byron Sunderland 
D.D., and W. A. Croffut, Ph.D., at Washington 
D. C., as reported in the Washington “Daily Post’ 
from January 27 to April 17, 1896. With sundry 
recent poems. 


By W. A. CROPFUT. 
Preface by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafavette Place. New York. 


ROME OR REASON. 


A Series of Articles Contributed to the 
North American Review, by 


CARDINAL MANNING and 
Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Also the following articles: 
Is Divorce Wrong? 


A Discussion: General Intrtoduction, by Rev 
S. W. Dike, LL.D. The Roman Catholic Vicw 
by Cardinal Gibbons. An Episcopalian View, by 
Bishop Henry C. Potter. An Agnostic View, by 
Celonel Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. ` 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Children’s Corner. | 


“Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall Rrver, Mass. 


“ Bet ween the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


- Little Johnnie’s Questions. 
Oh, tell me, papa, tell me why, 
So many stars are in the sky? 


Why does the moon come out at night? 
What makes the snow so very white? 


Oh, tell me, papa, this one thing; 

Why are the leaves all green in spring? 
Why does the bark grow on the tree? 
How did the salt get in the sea? 


Oh, tell me, papa, if you know, 

What makes the grass and flowers grow? 
Why do we walk upon our feet? 

And what has maae the sugar sweet ? 


And tell me, papa, tell me how, 
The milk and cream get in the cow? 
How many scales a fish has got? 
What makes the heat so awful hot ? 


And tell me, papa, don’t forget, 

What is it makes the water wet? 

What holds the sun up in the sky? 

When you were born, how old wasI? 

—Selected. 

P E E 

How Animals’ and People’s Hairs Turn 

i White. 


` It has generally been believed that such 
animals as change thecolor of their coats in 
winter—chiefly those foundin the Arctic 
regions—do so by a bleaching process. Ex- 
periments made fifty years ago on the Arc- 
tic lemming (a mouse-like creature) showed 
that its hair could thus beturned white by 
a sudden lowering of temperature, and 
this was thought to be the normal process. 
Actual observation, however, leads to the 
belief, so we are told by the English natur- 
alist R. Lydekker, that the method is quite 
different and involves an entire change of 
one coat for another. He says: 

“Itis perfectly well known that, apart 
from those which turn white in winter, a 
large number of animals have a winter 
coat differing in color, as well as in length, 
from the summer dress. The roebuck, for 
instance, is of a foxy-redin summer, while 
in winter it is gray fawn with a large patch 
of pure white behind. And it quite clear 
that the change from red to gray, and the 
development of the white rump-patch, is 
due to the shedding of the short summer 
coat and its replacement by the longer 
winter. dress. Therefore, it is natural to 
expect that a similar change of coat takes 
place in the caseof animals which turn 
white in winter. 

“ That the change in spring froma white 
to a dark dress is due to a shedding of the 
fur seemsto be admitted on all hands, for it 
would be be quite impossible for long hairs 
to become short, or for white ones to turn 
brown. And there is abundant evidenceto 
show that even in human hair the change 
from dark to white as age advances is 
brought about by the replacement of dark 
hairs by white ones, and not by the bleach- 
ing of the former. In this case, however, 
the change, instead of being seasonable and 
sudden, is gradual and due to age. Ifthe 
change was due to bleaching, we should, 
of course, find some hairs which were par- 
tially white and partially brown (or black, 
as the case may be). ; 

«As a matter of fact, however, those of 
us who have reached an age when silver 
hairs have begun to make their appearance 
among the brown can easily satisfy them- 
selves that such hairs are white throughout 
their entire length, and that a hair half 
brown is quite unknown. From this we 
infer that the change from brown to white 
takes placein human beings by the gradual 
shedding of the dark hairs and their re- 
placement by new ones from which the 
pigment (or coloring matter) is entirely 
absent. So that there is no such thing as 
bleaching of individual hairs. Thechange 
is, indeed. precisely similar to that which 
takes place at the approach of winter in 
animals that habitually turn white at that 
season, with the exception that, asa gen- 
eral rule, it is slow and gradual, instead of 
being rapid, and also that the white hairs 
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differ from their dark predecessors solely 
by the absence of coloring matter.” 


A Queer Hospital. 
There’s a hospital down on Absurdity 
square, 
Where the queerest of patients are tended 
with care. 


When I made them a visit I saw in a crib 
A little Umbrella who had broken his rib. 


And then I observed in the very next bed 
A bright little Pin who had bumped his 
poor head. 


They said a new cure they'd decided to 
try 
On an old Needle, totally blind in one eye: 


I was much interested and soon I espied 
A Shoe who complained of a stitch in her 
side. 


And a sad-looking patient who seemed in 
in the dumps 

Was a Clock with a swell face because of 
the mumps. 


Then I tried very hard, though I fear’twas 
in vain 

To comfort a Window who had a bad 
pane. 


And I paused just a moment to cheerily 
speak 

With a pale Cup of Tea who was awfully 
weak. 


As I took my departure I met on the stair 
A new patient, whom they were handling 
with care, 
A victim perhaps of some terrible wreck— 
'Twas a Squash who had fatally broken his 
neck, 
—Carolyn Wells. 


ee ere es 
Why Timmy Lived Alone. 


Little Timmy lived alone. There wasa 
big hollow tree in his cage, or rather a 
make-believe one, where only Timmy 
climbed, and there was a wire nest sus- 
pended in a corner solely for his use. This 
was Timny’s establishment. I wondered 
why my landlady did not try to find some 
other little squirrel to keep house with 
Tim, to help crack nuts and store them 
away, and to bea sort of helpmeet for him. 
Itisn’t natural for anything to live alone. 
This is why I had so much sympathy for 
little Timothy. Every bird of the air, ev- 
ery crawling worm, every animal of the 
wood—even the lion of the forest—has its 
mate and a family of its own. And if we 
have one pet horse, or cat, or dog, we may 
always know thatit has somehow lost or 
has been separated from its mate. 

Of con ‘se, I made all sorts of guesses as 
to why Timothy lived alone, I tried to 
get familiar with him. He loves milk, and 
after he has lapped dry the dish that holds 
the milk and has tried in vain to lug it off 
or to break it as he would a nut for some- 
thing inside, I have coaxed him to let me 
stroke his head just by tetting him lap my 
finger tipped with sweet milk. But even 
then he often tosses back his head, as if to 
say, ‘‘ Not quite so familiar, if you please.’’ 

But one day the lady of the house, think- 
ing I was wasting my sympathy, told me 
something I was very sorry to hear. 

Now, Tim was a gray squirrel, and he 
and a companion were pounced upon in 
the woods by some fierce red squirrels and 
nearly killed. A man rescued them and 
brought them home, because he knew that 
the red squirrels would surely’ kill them, 
and he made them as comfortable as he 
could in a great roomy cage. The hollow 
tree in the cage was big enough for several 
squirrels to play ‘‘hide-and-seek’’ in at the 
same time. They had plenty of nuts and 
other good things in abundance, and very 
happy they were for days and days. 
as bees they frolicked or cracked nuts, 
which they held up to their mouths with 
their little forepaws and nibbled away 
while their bushy tails stood up straight. 
And every night they wriggled themselves 
deep down into their soft bed until only 
their twolittle brown noses could be seen 
through the loose fluffy cotton. 

But gradually there came to bea falling 
out. Tim’s way was to eat only just what 
he meeded and store the rest away; butsoon 
he discovered that the other squirrel did 
nothing but crack nuts and eat the whole 
day long. 

Now, when squirrels live their natural 
life in the woods they know they. must 
store away all the nuts they can find, for 
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winter will becoming when every eatable 
thing will be covered up by deep snows. 
Timmy hadn’t forgotten the long cold days 
and weeks, and he felt that he must save 
up every summer's day as he used to in the 
woods. It troubled him to see his mate so 
wasteful, and soon they beganto quarrel 
about it. Every day it was the same old 
story. Timmy wanted to save and the 
other squirrel wouldn’t help him. Then 
Timmy began to stir up trouble by pushing 
the little squirrel out of its nest; and one 
morning on the floor of the cage Timmy’s 
mate lay dead! 

Poor Timmy! How much better it would 
have been had he talked it over with his 
chum and tried to show how necessary it 
was to lay by for a snowy day. With a few 
kind words they might have lived together 
savingly and happily instead of chatter- 
ing angrily at each other without trying to 
see what kindness and patience would do. 
—Selected. 

sa EEUU 
Going Through the Family. 
My mamma took a piece of cloth— 
A lot of yards, I guess— 

She cut it and she sewed it, 

And she made herself a dress. 


She wore that dress a year or two, 
Perhaps she wore it three, 

Then turned it on the other side 
And made it up for me. 


A long, long time it served for me, 
Till it got old and raggy; 

Then Mamma washed it clean and made 
A coat for Baby Maggie. 


And, when tae baby’d grown too big 
To wear that any more 

We cut it into carpet rags 
And woveit for the floor. 


So, in our new rag carpet, here, 
That purple stripe you see `’ 
Is made out of the Sunday clothes 
Of Mamma, Mag, and me, 
—Good Housekeeping. 
eS 


Reasons for Abstinence 


An eminent English scholar gives the 
following good reasons for abstainirg from 
the use of drinks containing alcohol: 

“r. I became convinced that the use of 
alcohol in any form was not a necessity. I 
saw that whole nations have lived and 
flourished without it. I believed that the 
whole race of man had existed for centu- 
ries previous to its discovery. . 

“2. I was struck by the indisputable fact 
that in England 50.000 inhabitants of ous 
prisons, accustomed to strong drink all 
their lives, and the majority of them 
brought into prison directly or indirectly 
by it, could be, and were, frcm the moment 
of their imprisonment absolutely deprived 
of it, not only without loss, but with entire 
gain to their personal health. 

“3, I derived from the recorded testi- 
mony of our most eminent physicians that 
the use of alcohol is a subtle and manifold 
source of disease even to thousands who 
use it in quantities conveniently deemed 
moderate; also that all the young and all 
the healthy, and all who eat well and sleep 
well, do not require it and are better with- 
out it. 

“4. Then the carefully drawn statistics 
of many insurance societies convinced me 
that total abstinence, so far from storten- 
ing life, distinctly and indisputably con- 
duced to longevity. 

“s5. Then I accumulated proof that drink 
isso far from being requisite to physical 
strength or intellectual force that many of 
our greatest athletes have achieved with- 
out alcohol mightier feats than have ever 
been achieved with it, 

“6, And besides all this I knew that the 
life of man always gains by abolishing 
needless expenses and avoiding artificia) 
wants. Benjamin Franklin said, a hun- 
dred years ago: ‘Temperance puts wood 
on the fire, meat in the barrel, flour in the 
tub, money in the purse, credit in the coun- 
try, clothes on the bairns, intelligence in 
the brain, and spirit in the constitution.’ ”’ 

a Se A 
For Their Own Calves. 

A couple of young men were out fishing 
the other day, and on returning were going 
past a farmhouse and felt hungry. They 
yelled to the farmer’s daughters, ‘‘Girls 
have you any buttermilk?” The reply wag 
gently wafted back to their ears: ‘‘ Yes, but 
we keep it for our own calves.” The boys 


calculated that they had business away 
and they went —The Country Gentleman.. 


She Called Them. 


‘Bridget, did you call the boys?” ‘‘In- 
dade an’ Oi called thim iverything Oi cud 
think of, but they wudn’t git up.’’— Brook- 
lyn Life. 2 : 

po ge 

There is-a youngster in Girard College. 
who combines the poetic instinct with a 
keen sense of humor. He is not a close 
student; in fact he regards books as instru- 
ments of torture. One of the professors 
picked up a text-book belonging to him the 
other day and found on the fly-leaf this bit 
of verse, which no doubt expressed the stu- 
dent's opinion of it: 

Should there be another flood, 

For refuge hither fly; 

And should the whole world be sub- 
merged, 

This book would still be dry. 

—Philadelphia Record. 


Correspondence: 


Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Corner again. Mamma is 
washing to-day, and papa is busy with his 

ay. ; 

Harvest time has come again. They are 
thieshing to-day. We have ripe peaches 
now. We have lots of cherries and berries. 
Mamma has put up about twenty-two gal- 
lons of fruit altogether, and quite a lot of 
jellies. Mamma makes lots of butter now; 
she has been packing it down. Mamma 
has tour cows; she milkstwo and lets the 
calf have the others. 

Our school will start the 2d of Septem- 
ber. I am ten years old in December. 
We are going to have a lady teacher. Her 
name is Miss Fair. We have a very nice 
schuol-house. It is painted white and 
green, and we have good seats, made for 
one person. We have a Stage in the school- 
house. We havea bell and a flag, and we 
have literary exercises. We just have a 
fine time there, I will close for this time, 
so good-by. EpItH FORSLAND. 

Washington, Aug. 16. 


[Let your next letter to the Correr stew 
how much you have improved.— Ep 
C. C.J j 


Lectures and Meetings. 

The Manhattan Liberal Club meets every 
Friday evening at 8 o'clock in the German 
Masonic Temple, 220 East Fifteenth street, 
New York. Program: | . 
Oct. 18— ‘Crowd Not and. Submit Not to 

Crowding.” Franklin Pierce. i 
Oct. 25—‘' Missions and Missioraries.”, 
Stephen T. Byington. l 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
meets every Sunday at 3 P. m., in the Long 
Island Business College Hall, South Eighth 
street, between Bedford and Driggs avenues: 


Oct. 2o—‘' Tbe Police Power of a Munici- 
pality.”’ Clarence Lexow. . 

Oct. 27—‘‘Is Government Worth What It 
Costs?’ John S. Crosby. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


Ethics as Understood by a Stu- 
dent of Science. 
By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters. Price, $1. 


Considering from a rationalistic view point 
those fair humanities that make life worthy to be 
lived. It will help everybody. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


The Secret Instructions of 
- the Jesuits, 


FROM AN EDITION OF 1723. 


The work is redolent of Jesuit eraft, and 
is a plain index tothe chicanery, dishonesty, 
and underhand working of that order. 
against the welfare of individuals and 
society. i 

The edition of 1723, quoted by the highest 
authorities as authentic, was so far as possi- 
ble purchased and , 

SUPPRESSED BY THE JESUITS. 

Our reprint is from a copy of the book 
secured at a sale of rare works, and it is 
doubtful that another could be found. 

PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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~ 25,000 people to date 


ELE-A | o arc X 
HEALING NOTI . have. professed” of 


; URING THEMSELVES 
of such diseases as they have failed in with 
medicine. All accomplished through the teach- 


ings of my original system of SELF-HYPNOT - 


CON ROL which also develops the Psychic 
Powers of. man, enabling him to control his 
dreams, read the minds ot friends and enemies, 
‘visit unknown parts of the earth, slve nar 
Problems in this trance and remember all when 
awake FIVE COMPLETE TRIAL LESSONS 
wiil be sent for only ro cents silver and 2-cent 
stamp for postage, actually enabling the student 
to accomplish wonders without further charge. 

PROF. R. E. DUTTON, Ph.D. 
4t38 Lincoln, Nebraska, U.S.A. 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 


REASON AND SUPERSTITION 


R 
Theology Viewed by the Light of Mod- 


ern Science. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE. 


-A bold attack upon the principles of Theology, 


radically destroying all forms of Religion. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE CRIME OF 


CREDULITY 
By Herbert N. Casson. 


i This book is a masterly arraignment of Mys- 
itcism in allits disguises. Its chapter on Chris- 
tian Science is the most merciless analysis of 


` that delusion ever written. 


Mr. Casson’s standpoint is that ofa twentieth 
century rationalist. His purpose is to “ draw 


` the line sharply between what is rational and 


what is superstitious.” No book could be bet- 
ter fitted to inculcate common sense and clear- 
headedness. 

The author has ransacked the Middle Ages for 
his facts, and applied them to present-day prob- 
lems in a terse and forceful manuer. His style 
is bright, witty, and epigrammatic. 

No progressive library is complete without 
this book. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS BY SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal.. 


The Holy Lance —An Episode of 
the Crusades and Other Monographs. Yet 
another volume of brilliant, racy. scholarly 
monographs from the pen of the editor of 
the Agnostic Journal. The title of the book 
is that of the first two chapters, in which 
Mr. Stewart Ross relates an episode of the 
Crusade. How admirably kə pictures the 
siege of Antioch, the sufferings of the be- 
sieged, and with what inimitable skill he 
describes the prodigies wrought by the ‘‘holy 
lance’—that wonderful weapon brought to 
Redeemer’s gore.” It is in these tales of 
romance and war that Mr. Stewart Ross is 
at his best, and the story which he heretells 
is one of the most thrilling and powerful 
examples of his matchless writings.—Liter- 
ary Guide. Price, $1.25. 

Did Tesus Christ Rise trom the 
Dead? The Evidences for the Resur- 
rection Tried and Found Wanting. ‘‘One 
of the best essays ever written on the sub- 
ject.” Price, 25 cents. ; 

For all of these works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


From India to the 
Planet:Mars. 


By THEODORE FLOURNOY, 


A study of a case of somnambulism with 
Glossolalia by Theodore Flournoy, 
Professor of Psychology at the Univer. 
sity of Geneva. Translated by Danie) 
B. Vermilye. Illustrated. 467 pages 
Post 8vo, $1.50. 


This is a scientific record of observations ex- 
tending over a period of five years made by 
P-ofessor Flournoy and his associates of the 
Geneva University. The case is that of a Miss 
Smith who claims to be the reincarnated spirit 


-of the favorite wife of a Hindoo Prince, who 


lived in r401. She also claims to be the reincar- 
nated spirit of Marie Antoinette, Queen of 
France, beheaded in 1793 Further, she makes 
spirit journeys to the Planet Mars, using the 
Martian langeua:e, and describes th 
costumes. and conversations in Mars. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ANCIENT PAGAN & MODERN 


- CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. 
By Thomas Inman, M.D. 


e scenes 


Address 


» Popular edition, revised and enlarged, with an 


Essay on Baal Worship, on the Assy- 
rian Sacred “Grove,” and 
other alied symbols. 


Profusely Illustrated. Post &vo, cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


REMSBURG’S PIANO AGENCY. 


Lowest prices in America. Has patrons from 
Maine to California. Pianos shipped anywh®fe 
Nopay tiil tested, Send for particulars. 

T. E. REMSBUR@ & SON. Atchison. Kan 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. ~ 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC- 
ALLY ILLUSTRATED, 


CONTENTS: 
Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Noak 


A Hontin ecdote—Abraham, Christ's Great cestor—A Queer 
Family—Isaac and His “Sister ”—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau—Joseph 
the Man of Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam the Diviner—Bloody Joshua— 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General 
Gideon—Jephthah and Hir Human Sacrifice—Samson the Stron g—Ruth 
and Boaz—Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel—David, God's Favo- 
rite—Some Stories from the Book of Kings—Adventures of the Prophets— 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. . 


Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Pieture’ = 
The Stories ‘Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Givea Concerning the Origin and Authen 
ticity of the Old Testament—A Page 
of Text to Each Picture. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
„98 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


THE EVOLUTION OF MAN 

His Religious Systems and Social 
| Customs. =. | 
By W. W. HARDWICKE, M.D. 


Of London, England. 
Ilustrated. With a Chart of the Constellations. 


This book is an epitomized account of Man’s career, of the ponny of Evo- 
lution, of the growth of religions, and an examination of the Christian Religion. 
It is just what is wanted by the general reader who is inquiring for the first time 
into the questions of the origin and development of man. And for the advanced 


student it forms a valuable work of reference, presenting a clear and precise sum- 
mary of the main facts and arguments bearing on the great questions at issue be- 
tween Christianity and Rationalism. 
recommend it to all, 


It is direct and forcible in style, and we 


Opinions of the English Press. 


Its teaching will be opposed by the majority and 
sharply criticised by many, while by others it will be 
` warmly welcomed as one ot the simplest and most lucid 
expositions of ‘the fallacy of the Christian religion.” 
His power of argument, his patient and untiring re- 
search is disclosed in every page of his book. The vol- 
ume is one which will rank with someof those written 
by men whose disciple Dr. Hardwicke is.—Cambridge 
Daily News. ' 
An adequate review of his book would require a 
complete number of Light. Itis almost encyclopedic, 
: covering an enormous area in the vast fields of Science, 
l Sociology, Religion, Theology, and Spiritualism. On all these, and other sub- 
jects, Dr. Hardwicke is severely Rationalistic, Materialistic, Agnostic; but he is - 


Copy of the Tree of 
Knowledge and Serpent, 
found ‘on an Assyrian 
clay tablet, Circa .c. 

_ 2000 (British museum). 


a well-read and resolute thinker and critic.—Light. 
Dr. Hardwicke has crammed a vast deal of information 
into the present volume, which is particularly valuable in its 
i treatment of Pagan and Christian religion from the evolution- 
| ary standpoint. He is refreshingly outspoken. We do not 
| hesitate to commend this work to the attention of Freethink- 
' ars, The instruction it conveys has been gathered over wide 
fields of research, and is presented in an interesting manner.— 
Book Chat. | , 

Books of the type recently furnished by Dr. Hardwicke are 
urgently needed, in order that the man of timorous conscience 
may be assisted in the task of đepolarizing his old conceptions. 
Dr. Hardwicke’s reasoning is clear and dispassionate; crowded 
though his book is with facts, there is no lack of logical presen- 
tation, and the rare and curious information it contains gives 
proof of much patient research. So lucidly and brightly runs 

. the tale of man’s evolution that even the advanced student will 
not be disposed to lay the book down until he has perused it to 
the last page.— Ethical World. 

This book is a valuable summary of the latest results of 
knowledge and investigations as to the religious system and 

` social customs which have contributed to the formation of that 

- complicated being called ‘‘Man."’ Here is the very volume 
wanted by thousands of earnest inquirers into the origin and his- 
tory of religion. The book is really 4 library in itself.— Rey- 
nolds’ Weekly Newspaper. i ro 7 

; Of this great work we bave imported a limited edition, and 

; | offer it for the low price of $1.75. 

“ip PRICK, $1 75 


Copy ofa 
small bronze 
image of the 
Egyptian Vir- 
gin Mother Isis, 
with the Infant 
Horus, and the 
Fish.— Inman's 
Ancient Faiths. 
Circa B . ( 000. 


Address THE V'RuTH SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 
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REMOVAL! 


On Sept. sth I shall permanently locate in 
DENVER, COL. Address all letters and pack- 
My facilities to 
fill orders for Diamonds, Watches, Chains, 
Jewe.ry, Watch-work, etc., will be better than 
ever and Itrustmy many patrons throughout 
the United States will continue their favors as 
in the past. Send for price-lists of above; also of 
Ingersoll Spoons, Freethought andother Badges, 
steand my famous tract: “Theism inthe Cruci- 

e,” free. . 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
1,945 Logan Ave., Denver, Col. 


WATER OF LIFE. 


The most reliable remedy for Stomach. Liver- 
and Kidneys. Bright’s Disease or Diabetes per- 
fectly cured by its use. It imparts vigor and life 
tothe whole sy-tem. Is an unfailing cure for 
weak eyes, should be applied daily as a wash- 
Tnousands of testimonials from all parts certify 
to its healing virtues. Soldin 5 gallon carboys 
at $3.50, money to accompany the order. Write 
to Wyoming Mineral Water Co., so So. Main St 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 3m2r 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
Thirty Years in the Business, 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro 


Commission Merchants. 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


Apples, Cranberries, Potatoes, Butter, Eges 
Cheese, Dried Fruits, Etc. 


Promptness our main object. Correspondenc 
solicited Car lots a specialty.. We fill 
orders for all kinds of produce. 


141 South Water Street, Chicago. 


Bible in India: 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. l 


Translated from “La Bible dans L'Inde,’ 'by 
Louis Jacolliot. 


Price, cloth, $2. 


History of the First Council 

of Nice. Te 

A WORLD'S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 

A.D., 325. y 
WITH A LIFE OF CONSTANTINE 
By DEAN DUDLEY. 

Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


An Essay on Miracles. 


Being a Chapter from the 
Philosophical Works . of.. 


DAVID HUME. ; : 

This little work should be most widely distrib 
ated,acit overwhelms the Christian system o 
stperstition on one of its most vital tenets. I 
shows the impossibility of Miracles, withou 
which Christianity has no foundation at all. Nc 
minister has ever been able to answer this argu 
ment by David Hume, and it stands as impregna 
ble to their assaults as does Paine’s “Age of Rea 


%? 
This edition is in improved form, being printed 
from new plates from .new type, with cover 
Single copy, ro cents; seven copies for ṣo cents 
Twelve copies for one dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28Lafavette Pl.. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EX- 
POSED. 


; By REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 
Price rsoents Address this office 


{a to-day’ the most successful in his line of prae» 
tice of any living pnia, - He 


AANS cures weaknesses of men, as the re 
mi sult of early indiscretions and later 
excesses—by a medicine to be applied 
externally, which comes in contact 
with the very seat of the complaint, 
and restoration is complete.. Te 
know more of this great cure send 1@ 
cents for “Dr. Fellows Private 
` Counsellor” —a valuable booklet 
which should be in the hands of 
or old, if sexus . 


, dress the Doctor at Vineland, 
N. J., where he is permanently 
- located, and be sure to give the 
ugmo of this paper. - . 
The right of Dr. Fellows’ ExternalApplication 
to be called ajirue specific has been established 
to our entire satisfaction, and it would not be 
possible, we believe, for the public to find a 
remedy which more thoroughly sustainsits repu 
tation as a curethan Dr. Fellows’ Outward Medi- 
cation. Wa cannot refuse to indorse it umresrv- 
edly tothe readers of thisjournal in the live of 
the evidenee before us —Awericar Journal. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Not by the assassination of Presidents, 
but by the assassination of principles, is lib- 
erty and free government overthrown.— 
Sentinel of Liberty. 


From very necessity Secularism is affirm 
ative and constructive; it is impossible to 
thoroughly negate any falsehood without 
making more or less clear the opposing- 
truth.—Charles Bradlaugh. 


The task of reconciling the physical the- 
ories in Genesis with the recent results of 
modern science, I gladly leave to those 
‘who are ignorant alike of science and of 
Genesis.—Elwood Worcester, D. D. 


The doctrine which, from the very first 
originof religious dissensions, has been held 
by all bigots of all sects, when condensed 
nto few words, and stripped of rhetorical 
disguise, is simply this: Iam in the right 
and you are inthe wrong. When you are 
the stronger you ought to tolerate me, for 
it is your duty to tolerate truth. But when 
I am the stronger, I shall persecute you; 
for it is my duty to persecute error.—Mac- 
aulay. : 


THE STORY. 
A little joy; 
A little strife; 
Hope, fear, hate, love— 
And this is life. 


A little pain; 
A shortened breath; 
Ease, rest, peace, sleep— 
And this is death. 


The song, the sigh, 
The evening call— 
Thus live, thus die, 
Thus pass we all. 
—Arthur J. Burdick, 


I had fairly laid hold of the conception of 
general laws. . My laboring brain 
and beating heart grew quiet, and some- 
thing more like peace thanI had ever yet 
known settled down upon my anxious 
mind. . From the time when I be- 
came convinced of the certainty of the 
action of laws, of the true importance of 
good influences and good habits, of the 
firmness, in short, of the ground I was 
treading, and of the security of the results 
which I should take the right means to as- 
certain, a new vigor pervaded my whole 
life, a new light spread through my mind, 
and I began to experience a steady growth 
in self-command, courage, and consequent 
integrity and disinterestedness. . . . If 
I have had the blessing of any available 
strength under Sorrow, perplexity, sickness, 
and toil, during a life which has been any- 
thing hut easy. it is owing to my repose 
upon eternal and zrreversible laws, work- 
ing in every department of the universe. 
wethout any interference from any random 
will, human or divine.—Harriet Martineau. 


HOSPITALITY. 


Blest be the spot, where cheerful guests re- 
tire, 

To wen from toils and trim their evening 

re; 

Blest that abode, where want and pain 
despair, 

And every stranger finds a ready chair; 

Blest be those feasts with simple plenty 
crown’d, 

Where all the ruddy family arounå 

Lauch at the jests or pranks that never fail, 

O- sigh with pitv at some mournful tale, 

Or press the bashful stranger to his food, 

And learn the luxury of doirg good. 


—Goldsmith. 


I know no study which is so unutterably 
saddening as that of the evolution of hu- 
manitv. as is set forth in the annals of his- 
tory. Out of the darkness of prehistoric 
ages man emerges with the marks of his 
lowly origin strong uvon him. Heis a brute, 
onlv more intelligent than the other brutes; 
a blind prevto impulses which as often 
as not lead him to destruction; a victim to 
endless illusions which make his mental 
existencea terror and a burden, and fill his 
phvsical life with barren toil and battle. 
He attains a certain degree of physica’ 
comfort and develops a more or less worka- 
ble theorv of life, in such favorable situa- 
tions as the plains of Mesonotamia pr of 
Eevnt, and then. for thousands and tbou- 
sands of vears. struggles with varying 
fortunes. attended hy Infinite wickedness. 
bloodshed. and misery, to maintain himself 
against the oreed and ambition of his 
fellow men. He makes a point of kill- 
ing and otherwise persecutirg all those 
who who first trv to get him to move 
on; and when he has moved on a step. 
foolishly confere post mortem Aeification on 
his victims, He exactlv repeats the process 
with all who want to move a step vet 
farther. And the best men of the hest 
epochs are simply those who make the few- 
est hlunders and commit the fewest sins.— 
Huxley. 


Freethinkers’ 
Text-Book. 


The 


Some of the False Doctrines, Absurd Theological Decrees, and Cruel Deeds of 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches. One Hundred 
and Seventy-three Pages of Cited Facts, History, 
Statistics, and Opinions of Acknowl- 
edged Authorities to Sup- 
port the Artist. 


TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES OF THE TEXT-BOOK. 


I received by last mail a copy of the “ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.’’ I find it 
to be superb, and if anything more sharp or cutting in its illustrations and truths than the 
one previously publisheå4.— Wm. HART. . 

The Truth Seeker Company has issued another of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Books, which contains 211 full-page illustrations by that inimitable artist, Watson 
Heston. Those who have seen the first one issued will want this one also. No man who 
believes in mind-freedom should fail to secure the book.—Living Issues, Salt Lake City. 

This book constitutes the second of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Books. 
The drawings were executed by Mr. Watson Heston, an artist well-known to The Truth 
Seeker's readers, as well as to many other Liberals. They illustrate in an excellent man- 
ner the follies of the church, the stupidities of religion, and priestly hypocrisies. Such 
illustrations have this good thing about them—that they-are not so easily forgotten as 
what one reads. The bookis in 9x12 size, with about 4co pages.— Forskaren (Minneapolis). 

: This book is an entertainment and an education. The artist and the author unite in 
showing up the false and foolish doctrines of the Christian church, and in exposing the 
rascally deeds and tricks of Roman Catholics and Protestants. There are two hundred 
and e.even full-page illustrations, every one of which is loaded. Everyone who has Part 
_I. of this unique work will want the second part.—Boston Investigator. 

These pictures are of a character to cause the hair on a religious man’s head to stand 
onend. Many of them would make a Methodist parson laugh, and others wonder why 
the artist hasn t been struck by lightning by an avenging providence.—Sunday Gazetteer, 
Denison, Texas. æ ` š 

The second Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book is the biggest thing I ever saw, read, 
or heard of, and I claim to have seen some pretty big things in my life. I have been in 
twenty-seven states of the Union, in Canada, through the war of the Rebellion, North 
and South; attended Pat Gilmore’s Peace Jubilee in Boston three weeks; was correspond- 

` ent of three newspapers; heard the best singers in the world, the best musicians, includ- 
ing the Queen’s Band, and the celebrated composer of the Strauss Waltzes; was at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876, six months, ete., etc., etc.; but these de- 
signs, delineations, and engravings beat all I ever witnessed, heard, or thought of before, 
And I must not forget the compilation, which does credit to its author, whoever he or she 
may be, for its application or fitness to the illustrations is so apt, full, yet concise, as to 
challenge admiration for the intelligence, foresight, and adaptation of the compiler—ELia 
E. GIBSON. ° 


400 Pages, 12x9 inches, Bound in Boards, Illuminated Cover, $2; Cloth, 
Gold Stamp, $2.50. 


Chas. Bradlaugh’s | Life and 
Writings. 


A Few Words About the 
_ Devil and Other Essays. 


BY CHARLES "BRADLAUGH. - ` 


With “the Storv of His Life as Told by 
Himself. and the History of His Pariia- 
mentary Struggle. 

WITH PORTRAIT. 


Cloth, $1. Paper, 50 cents. 


. 


Blue Laws 
“ Connecticut 


Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con- 
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the 
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connecti- 
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of 
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s book on Sun- 
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution, or 
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns 
of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con- 
firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing 
the Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation. Nine Illustra- 
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design 
in colors. 

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish. 

The book includes an account of the Persecution of 
Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of 
he Blue Laws of Virginia. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


Address THE RUTH SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 
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Pictorial’ 


HENRY D. LLOYD'S BOOKS 


Labor Copartnership. 


Notes of a visit to co-operative workshops 
factories,and farms in Great Britain and Ireland 
in which employer, employee, and consume 
share in ownership, management, and results 
357 pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $x. 

It will surprise most Americans to learn ofthe 
foothold which cooperative societies have in 
England, and that the membership of the dis- 
tributive stores represents one-seventh of the 
population of Great Britain. These societies 
are now doing a business Of $272,000,000 per year. 
Mr. Lloyd writes with enthusiasm about the 
strides which labor copartnership has made in a 
few years, and his statistics prove that not only 
isthe workman benefited in the money sense 
but heis also raised physically and mentally, an 
has developed business ability and a capacity 
for handling large problems that have always 
been thought possible only to the chosen few. 


Wealth Against Commonwealth. 


567 pages 8vo $2.50. Popular edition, $r. 

This is the most complete history in existence 
of the great combination of brains and capital 
which still remains the type and model of all 
trusts or monopolies. Mr. Lloyd has traced the 
growth of this institution from its origin, in the 
sagacity of one or a few business men of Cleve- 
land, to its vast proportions now, when it con- 
trols the oil markets aud trade of a continent, 
and is perhaps the nost influentialand most 
dreaded financial power in America. The meth 
ods and practices by which all corporate priv 
leges have been grasped, and all corporate re 
sponsibilities evaded. by which the common law 
against monopolies has been successfully defied, 
and all the resources of political, social, and 
financial pressure, of legal skill, of statesman- 
ship, of forensic delay, have been impressed 
into its service against competitors and the pub- 
lic. form a romance of the business world as 
absorbing in its interest as any ancient or me- 
dizval romance of conquest. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
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IBLE 
STORIES. 


By W.BeRBACH 


Price, 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette PI New York city. 


SKETCHES OF GREATION 


A popular view of some of the grand con- 
clusions of science in refer- 
ence to the history 
of matter and 


Address 


` life. 
By ALEXANDER WINCHELL. 
460 pages. Illustrated. 12mo, $2. 


There are many persons who desire some 
knowledge of the origin, consti uction, and de- 
velopment of the earth and of its relations tothe 
other bodies in the solar system, yet have neither 
the time nor the patieace to master the details of 
the subject. The y will find this summary of the 
matter better adapted to their purpose than 
almost anything else that has appeared. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Parents! Train up your Children 
to repeat the SOngs ttt Chbwverreree 


LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


and to sing them also 
to the good old tunes. 


Verses learned in youth stick fast in the memory 
through life. 


A Beautiful Holiday Gift. Priee, 25cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


An Hour With the 
Devil. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


There was just as much known about the Dey 
when Mr. Bennett, late editor of The Truth 
Seeker, wrote this lecture as there is now, and he 
put itall in. The lecture was entertaining, in- 
structive, amusing, and was vastly enjoyed by 
the audience, and subsequently by many thou 
sands of readers. It is as good as ever. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address The Truth Seeker. 


October 19, 1901) . 
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Not for Parsons. 


Rev. Dr. 

Weeping? I 
My dear young 
you undergoing a change of 


CHANGE oF HEART. — The 
Thirdly : ‘‘ What is this? 
have come just in time. 
lady, are 
heart?” . 

Young Lady: ‘‘ No—boo-hoo—my heart 
hasn’t changed; but, O dear! O dear! his 
has.” : 


Eve's TEMPTATION —Now, the serpent, 
in the form of a book publisher, tempted 
Eve, speaking in this manner: 

"Pil pay you thirty per cent royalty on 
those old love letters of Adam’s.’’ 

What woman could resist, especially as 
the fall shades in fig-leaves had just ar- 
rived ? a 


‘*Poor fallow !’’ said the woman visitor 
at the jail door; ‘‘he looks so sad! Please 
tell me why he is so unhappy. See how he 
seems to weep as he peers out from the bars 
of his cell.’’ ‘‘Yessum,”’ said the jail guard. 
“Taat’s Muzgins, the all-around crook. 
Hə is sorry bacause there’s only ten com- 
mandmonts to break.” 


Georgia is nothing if not original when 
it comes to rhymed obituaries. Here is the 
latest : i 
H> has climbed the golden hills — 

Heaven was always his intention; 
Fought through the war, died with the 

chills, 

And never got no pension 


Partty Trug.—A porson of an inves- 


` tigating turn of mind had taken the trouble 


to run down one of the miraculous cures. 
“Ts it true,” he asked, “that you have 
been a sufferer from neuralgia for seven- 
teen years?’ 
“Yes, sir,” replied the man. 
“Is it true that you have been cured of 
it by touching the relic of St. Ann?’’ 
“Well, it is partly true: I touched the 
bone.” 


Mrs. Malaprop, who has been abroad, 
says that she lamented leaving London 
so soon ‘‘ because there was an elegant 
sculptor there who wanted to make a bust 
of my arms.” In referring tothe delights 
of her visit, she spoke enthusiastically about 
a fancy-dress ball which she attended, and 
to which ‘‘one of my acquaintances went in 
the garbage of a monk.” One of the pas- 
sengers congratulated her on her daugh- 
ter’s better health. ‘‘Sheis not nearly as 
delicate as she was the last time I saw 
ber,” he said. ‘‘ No.” was the reply. “My 
daughter is in much better health. You 
know that naturally she is a very indelicate 


girl.” 


THE POWER ABOVE. 

He (in the parlor}. 

I only live to love you! 
It is enough for me 

To have my day dreams of you— 
To love you faithfully, 

I live only to lovs you— 

I know that high above you 
Some kindly power must be 

That still soməhow shall move you 
To yield your love to me. 


Her father (upstairs). 
You only live to love ’er, ` 

I think I heard you say; 
You go a-dreamin’ of ’er— 

You monkey you—all day! 
You think because you love 'er 
That there’s a power above er 

That’s sure to move some way. 
There is! Now you hunt cover— 

That’s all I’ve got to say. 

—Chicago Record-Herald. 


Soap AND SALVATION.—The leading cler- 
gymen of Des Moines are heatedly discuss- 
ing the propriety of an advertising featura 
introduced at the revival meeting of an 
evangelist, just closed, at which 900 per- 
sons were “converted.” The advertising 
space in the song books was bought by an 
enterprising soap manufacturer, himself a 
prominent member of one of the leading 
churches, 

His advertisements were spliced in be- 
tween the songs with startling effect. For 
example, the refrain, ‘‘When Jesus Washed 
My Sins Away” was followed by “ In or- 
der to get washed clean use Cleanem’s cel- 
ebrated kitchen soap.” After '' Yield Not 
to Temptation ” is the statement: “The al. 
luring advertisements of other soaps are 
enticing. Yield not to temptation, but use 
Scourem’s,”’ 

The echoes of the hymn, ‘‘ Wonderful 
Words of Life,” which closes with “ Jesus, 
only savior, sanctify forever,” hardly die 
away when the eyes of the audience fall on 
the advertisement beneath the song, which 
says: ‘‘Conviction in a religious way often 
comes after a desire to be clean. For that 
dirtv feeling use Rubout’s mechanic soap.” 
“Saved by Grace” has an advertisement 
attached which says: ‘If cleanliness is 
next to godliness, Scourem’s soap must be 
a sure means of grace, Use any soap, so 
it’s"Scourem’s.” > 


SINAI AND OLYMPUS?! 
Parallels in Heathen Myth | 


i and Hebrew Scripture. 
By A TEXAS PAGAN. 


75 ILLUSTRATIONS. 


SINAI AND OLYMPUS | 


115 Large octavo pages. Illuminated cover, 


fine paper. Price, 50 Cents. 


cam ti 


DEUCALION “AND PYRRHA—ANOTHER?FLOOD'STORY. 
(From Sinai and Olympus.) 


Thisis a lecture by a Texas Pagan, which has been illustrated by another. 
The text is what the title describes, a comparison of the heathen myths with the 
Hebrew tales told in scripture. 

The subjects are treated in an up-to-date style. The textis pungently serious 
and throughout the book runs a current of exquisite wit. There are many 
chapters of the book which Voltaire could hardly have excelled. It is an easy 
study in comparative religions, full of information, in a delightful way. 


Price, 50 Cents. l 3 
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THE CHRIST MYTH. 


By Elizabeth E. Evans. 


The question of the historical existence of Jesus is vital and imperative. It lies at the 
basis of the whole structure of Biblical criticism, and the answer lurks between the lines 
n all the reports of modern investigation. 


i 
: 
: 
: 
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: 


The Contents of Tue Curist Myra is ag follows 
Preface, Mediators and Trinities, Christ and 
the Gospels, The Two Genealogies of Christ, Doc- 
trine of Divine Paternity, Other Virgin-born Sa- 
' viors, John the Baptist, Buddhistic Legends, The 
Temptation, Precocity, Prophecy, Celestial Re- 
joicing, etc., Disciples: the Doubter and the Trai- 
tor, The Beatitudes, The Creation of the Christ, 
Borrowed Miracles, Many Parallel Legends, Vi- 
olations of the Unities; An Impossible Trial, After 
the Crucifixion, An Unverified Uprising of Citi- 
zens, Inadequate Explanations, Post-Ascension 
Discrepancies, Myth, Forgery, and Human Cre- 
dulity, The Rhapsodies of John the Revelator, 
The Sacrament of the Eucharist, Christ Unknown 
to His Contemporaries, Various Conceptions of 
Logos and Mediator, Jesus Not a Perfect Example, 
What is There Left? Advantages of Knowing 
the Truth, Ecclesiastical Foundations Removed, 
The Problem of the Future, Bibliography | 


Hitdoo Virgin and Child. 


Everyone interested in the truth or falsity of the claims of the Christian church wil 
find this a most helpful work. it will not shock the most devout; it will satisfy the most 
adical. It is charmingly written, all the author’s points are carefully and conscientiously 
onsidered, and once its perusal is begun the book will not be laid down till the conclu- 
sion is reached. ; PAPER, 25 CENTS 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


LIFE OF THOMAS PAINE. 


By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Paine’s Wri:- 
ings. Price, $5. 


Address Tue JTrU7H EEERER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York cit 
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‘sAppeal to the Pious.” 


A handsomely bound volume, the contents of 
which are compiled in a condensed form and 
with care and re vereiice, concerning the present 
issues between theology and science. The 
church is moulting its old theological inerusta- 
tion to bring into greater activity its living tis- 
sue. This work is ptblished to hasten the 
change. The only book written by the author 
in a long life of study, s0cents. 


UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS—MOSTLY FROM EN- 
TIRE STRANGERS. 

A unique and a plain, simple, candid analysis 
of religious opini. ns, truthiul, fair, and mild in 
analyzing the superstitious notions of church 
people. ‘The author has shown great tact in his 
conversations wlth the pious —Dr. A. G. Hum- 
phrey, Galesburg, I)1. 

I have referred to it often for the excellent 
thought on the various points, and can say that 
lam glad that I bought it.—J. Feudtner, Rush 
ville, Ind. 

I have loaned it to several friends, all of whom 
have pronounced it a good book, and when read 
carefully from the first to the last it is very con- 
vinc:ng Itis one of the very pest books I ever 
read—fcr one to read who is trying to think his 
way out of' the jungle of supeistition.—E. A. 
Wood, M.D., Syracuse, N. Y. 

It is all right in every respect.—Thomas H. 
Nichols, Black River Falls, Wis. 

This litcle volume is a candid investigation of 
theological claims and beliefs. . . . itistree 
from the vilifying language frequently encoun- 
tered in Freethuught jiterature, but instead 
appeals to the reas.n of the reader.—Western 
Druggist, Chicago. 

A work of merit. A candid-and sensib’e inves- 
tigation of theological claims and beliefs — 
Truth Seeker, New York. 

In this work an appropriate answer can be 
found to every statement made in support 
ofthe claims of modern Christianity, and to 
every fling at scientific agnosticism or so-called 

“in fidelity.”—Author. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 


Daniel K. Tenney’s 
BOOKS 


The Earth Not Created. 


Fallacy of Ail Cosmic Theories. ... Price, 15 cts. 


An able argument to show that the world has 
always existed. 


Never-Ending Life, 
Assured by Science........++00+.Price, 6 cts. 


The best scientific argument in favor of a fu- 
ture life that has ever before been made. 


Jehovah Interviewed, 
Or Orthodoxy from Headquarters...Price, 6 cts. 


A newspaper reporter goes up to heaven and in: 
terviews Jehova 


Theology, 


d Us, Origin, Career and Destiny. ... Price, 10 cts. 
One of the best and most comprehensive sum- 
ming up of the absurdities of the Christian 
Theology that has ever before appeared. 


Holy Smoke in the Holy Land. 
Price, 10 cts. 
Susan H. Wixon says: “I have read, first and 
last, many accounts of Palestine, or ‘the Holy 
Land,’ but have never seen anything in that line 
that pleased me so well as this description by 
Daniel K. Tenney.” 


The Pian of Salvation. Price, 10 cts. 
In this pamphlet Mr. Tenney showa the absurd- 
ity of the Christian “Plan of Salvation” in so 
clear and plain a manner that any Christian who 
has a spark of reason left cannot fail to see it. 


“Owed” to the Clergy. Price, 6 cts. 


An address read before the Free Thought Con- 
gress held in Paine Hall, Boston, Nov. 17th, 1899. 


The Master’s Masterpiece, 
Or the Sermon on the Mount...... 


This is the most thorough exposition of the fal- 
tacies of this noted “sermon” that was ever be- 
fore published. 


Modern Theology and Its Ideal Jesus 

Price, 10 cts. 

The absurdities of the reputed teachings of Jesus 

are here shown up as no other writer has ever 

. presented them before, which will convince any 

onest reader that the most of them are Con- 
summate nonsense. 


The Hon. Daniel K. Tenney, the author of these 
. books, has been for many years the leading law- 
yer in one of the most distinguished law firms in 
Chicago, and there is not a more able writer in the 
Liberal ranks, 
Address, 


TRUTH-SEEKER COMPANY 
28 Lafayette Place. New Yok 


Father of Republics. 


By T. B. WAKEMAN. 


the address given bythe author at 
nveiling of the Bronze Bust of 
Paine at New Rochelle, N. Y 
May 30, 1899. 
This speech was pronounced one of the most 
appreciative addresses on the author-hero ever 
delivered. Price, xo cents, 


Why Don’t God 
Kill the Devil? 


With Poem of Same Title. 


Price of the pamphlet, 15 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Containin 
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The Press-Writers. 


Press-Writers’ Notes. 


A New York Press- Writer suggests that 
I devote more attention to work to be done 
and less to that which has passed. 


gest that anyone taking a shot at it drop 
me a card, as the paperis considereda hard 
proposition and I would like to report what 
per cent of the volley take effect. 


THE TARGET. 

The Macon (Georgia) Telegraph, Oct 1, 
reports the Rev. Dr. J. R. Bigham as 
saying at a regular weekly meeting of the 
Methodist ministers of Atlanta, Ga.: “I 
hope the moral sentiment of this country 
will become so strong that some of these 
days when a man declares himself to be an 
Anarchist he will be shot on the spot.” The 
meeting at which the above statement was 
made occurred in the basement of Trinity 
church: the subject of discussion, “ An- 
archy, its Cause and Cure from a Christian 
Standpoint.’’ 


Whether the Press-Writer has anything 
to do with Anarchy or not the fact remains 
that orthodox preachers and editors are 
claiming that itis the laxity of our laws 
that permit doubters to live that is respon- 
sible for the Anarchist, hence the discus- 
sion of Anarchy comes uppermost as we 
review the week's endeavor. 

In Public Opinion (Chambersburg, Pa.), 
Sept. 27, John G. Palmer has a good one 
on the Judicial Oath Laws of Pennsylvania 
that practically deprive the unbeliever of 
the law’s protection. 

The Public School Journal (Cincinnati, 
` ©.) for September gives Francis B. Live- 
sey 54 columns fora letter roughly hand- 
ling the leading educators of the country. 

In the Baltimore (Md.) World, Oct. 1, 
Livesey has one on ‘‘ Philosophical An- 
archists.’’ The Rockland (Mass.) Free 
Press of same date prints him on *“‘ Social- 
ism and Anarchism.” 

In the Baltimore American, Oct. 3, Lucy 
Waters Phelps has “A View of Divorce 
Laws.”’ 

Inthe Pioneer Press (Martinsburg, W. 
Va.), Oct. 5, Francis B. Livesey has a 
ringing letter entitled ‘‘Free Press the 
Savior’’—that is, from the evils of An- 
archy; the Democrat (Elliott City, Md.) of 
same date prints him on the ‘‘Colored 
Brother.” 

The Boston Globe, Oct. 5, prints one 
from ,W. C. Knowlton on ‘‘Anarchy and 
Protection.” Oct. 8, an unknown writer 
commends his letter in the same paper. 

In the Argus (Catonsville, Md.), Oct. 5, 
Elias Livesey, the octogenarian Press- 
Writer and Freethinker of Baltimore, Md., 
gives his views on Anarchy. He “don’t 
see any senseinit,’’ but he does see that 
the Press-Writers are doing a grand work 
in resisting the attempt to abridge the 
freedom of the press and speech, and sends 
the writer five dollars to aid the work, one 
dollar of which goes to the printing fund, 
which now amounts to $3.92; $2 for post- 
age, and $2 for a year’s subscription to 
Grit, a splendid paper for Press- Writers to 
use, as it pays for the best letters in books, 
and sometimes cash. Oct. 6, it prints one 
from Miss Mabel Gifford on ‘ Health 
Topics.’’ 

In the Beverly (Mass.) Times, Oct. 7, 
John A. Homanshas a column letter in de- 
fense of the “ Afro-American Race.” 

Inthe Inter-Ozean (Chicago, Il.), Oct. 
7, George B. Wheeler commends an edi- 
-torial; and one from the writer that ap- 
peared the week before. > 

Through the Progressive Thinker (Chi- 
cago, Ill.), September 28, Mrs. Inez C, 
Piatt makes a strong plea for justice to the 
memory of Ingersoll. 

In the Bulletin (Philadelphia, Pa.) Sept. 
23, Helen Bland Taylor, our erudite Cleve- 
land, O., philosopher, has a fine letter on 
the “ Assassination of President McKin- 
ley.” William E. Bonney replies to a critic 
oo “After Death, What?’ Sept. 30, Al- 
bert P. Lewis has a splendid letter on the 
“Treatment of Anarchists;’’ John J. Flem- 
ing has one on a similar line under the cap- 
tion of ‘‘Treatment of Criminals.” Oct. 2, 
G. L. Gullickson has two fine letters on 
‘ Supernatural Religion as a Block to 
Progress.” Oct. 3, Mrs. Harriet M. Closz 
comes to the defense of Brother Gullickson 
with an article entitled ‘‘Judged by Deeds.” 
Jobh J. Fleming writes on “Our Foreign 


I sub- 
mit the following target and would sug- 
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“MIND,” 


EDITED BY. 
JOHN EMERY McLEAN and CHARLES BRODIE PATTERSON. 


This is the world’s largest and most impoitant review of Liberal and Advanced Thought. It 
has just entered its fifth successful year, and has in preparation features that will render it more 
attractive than ever. Of immediate interest ıs the beginning, with tue October number, of a series 
of portraits, with biographic sketches of leading contributors. 

Each issue is an epitome of the latest and best information obtainable concerning the subjects 
upon which MIND is quoted as authority—its special field being Progress and Research in 


Science............Philosophy..........Religion 
Psychology........ Metaphysics........ Occultism 
MIND is the acknowledged leader in the literary world, of the grcat Mental Scien 
that is characteristic of our times, and should be in the hands of avay thinker. Sience Movement 
80 pages monthly, large magazine size 
$2.00 a year........... 20 cents a copy. 


1 
Residents and Their Illiteracy,” and Ed-; Not only a “seeker” 
ward Stern on “Seeking for Truth.” but an expounder of 
In the Boston Traveler, Oct. 4, A. A. | ascertained Truth: 
Orcutt writes on ‘‘ The Basis of Anarchy.” f 
Oct. 7, W. J Hutcheson has a letter on 
“Anarchy and Ignerance.” E. H. J. makes 
an effort to show that D. Webster Groh is 
silly in claiming that all his knowledge is 
received through his five senses! Francis 
B. Livesey has two letters; one is entitled 
“The Relation of the Public School to the 
Assassin,” the other ‘‘The American Press- 
Writers.” a reply to E. H. J. Edward 
Stern writes on ‘‘Gold Production.’’ Oct. 
8, J. C. Bell, under the caption of “ Sup- 
pose,” gets in-some hard nuts for the or- 
thodox to crack. ‘‘ The Imagination ” is 
the title of another radical letter from his 
pen. Oct. 9, W. J. Hutcheson asks, ‘‘Why 
Not Pray for Czolgosz?’’ a query for Chris- 
tians to answer. J. B. Beattie has a round 
with E. H. J., who would have him enjoy | 


The Leading Expo- 
nent of the New 
Thought Movement. 


be obtained direct from the publishers, 
O., 569 Fifth Avenue. New York, N. Y. 


MIND is for sale on all news-stands, or ma 
THE ALLIANCE PUBLISHING 


the benefits of Christianity, whether he be- 
Oct. 10, W. C. Knowl- 


lieved in it or not. 
ton writes on ‘‘Small-pox in Boston.” 


William Duffney (Paine Hall) continues 


his defense of Thomas Paine under the 
caption of ‘‘‘Common -Sense’ vs. ‘ Paine 


Hall.’ ” 
of McKinley, is moved to say: 


“Sleep on, our beloved President, 
And take thy needed rest; 
The parting is most bitter, 
But God knows what is best. 
“Eugene B. Willard.” 


Of course, God selected Czolgosz to do 
what he thought best. As Ingersoll used 
to say, “Let us be thankful that orthodoxy 
has a respectable devil.” 

From another column this is clipped : 


“Dr. Panctoss— Sr : Sunday political 
rallies, meetings, as well as all other meet- 
ings which do not convene for the purpose 
of honoring the Lord’s day, should be sup- 
pressed. The church of Christ is sorry for 
the individuals who sanction it. Anyway, 
the Almighty will judge them in the end. 
A Boston ‘yellow journal’ recently came 
out with the bold headlines, ‘ Politicians 
Have a Busy Sunday.—Rallies, Vaudeville 
Shows, and Noise a Feature of the Day.’ 
Pangloss, whence are we drifting? Very 
truly yours, EuGENE B. WILLARD.” 


“ Whence are we drifting?” replies Dr. 
Pangloss. ‘‘ Well, Brer Willard, in the 
matter of Sunday observance we are drift- 
ing from the port of Puritanism, out 
through Strait-laced Narrows, past Cape 
Bigotry, into the sea of Tolerance, bound 
for the country of Common Sense. And as 


that is a pretty good sort of a voyage, I am 


glad to be aboard.” 
Press-Writers can pass their bouquets to 


the doctor by postal card, care of the Bos- 


ton Traveler. 
NEW MEMBERS. 


a Clymer, Dr. R. S.. Souderton. Pa. 
4 Cook, Cassius V., Lake City, Iowa. 
c Fiske, Mrs. M., Tuckerton, N, J. 


CORRECTIONS. 


d Byington Stephen T., 63 W. rsth st., 
New York, N. Y. 


Jf Carr, I. N., 820 Centre st., Pueblo, Colo. 


d Chamberlain, E. W., rrr W. 42d street, 
New York. N. Y. 

a Cridge, Alfred D., 429 Montgomery st., 
San Francisco. Cal. 

b Quaintance, B. T., Miller City, O. 

f Livesey, Elias, 22 E. Lexington st., Bal- 
timore, Må. 

c Wilson, Dr. Thomas W., Rudexena. Wy- 
oming. A. C. ARMSTRONG. . 
17 Leroy street, Dorchester, Mass. 


‘The Doom of Dogma 


and tte Dawn of Truth. 


By Henry Frank. 


The author of this boo’ has departed wide'y 
from the traditional metheds of biblical inter- 
p etation, and yet treats the subject with rever- 
ence and withoutthat destructive spirit which 
actuates many radical critics of the present day. 
He states that he has not undertaken the work 
merely totear down old institutions But be- 
cause he believes he has substituted a new jn- 
terpretation of the truth for every structure of 
superstition demolished and Jogical deduction 
and convincing demonstration for the purely 
emotional. he has been encouraged to offer the 
results of his personal study tothe wo:ld. Mr. 
Frank bas been for many years a preacter in 
orthodox churches, holding responsibl eplaces in 
different evangelical denominations, but was at 
last led to construct an independent system of 
religious instruction In these pages he has 
illustrated the methods of research whicb he 
ha: pursued to reach his final conclusions. 


Price, $1.75. 


Address THE FRUTH SEEKER fO.. 
. 28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


Prophet Willard, by the passing 


Price Cut in Two. 
A $4.00 Book For $2.. 


Supernatural Religion. 


An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation. 


We have in stock a limited edition of this great work, which we are 
anxious to dispose of, and to do so will cut the price as above stated. This 
book is published in London at $15 00, but our American edition has always . 
sold for $4.00. The work was published anonymously, but the author is 
now known to be Mr. Cassels, a nephew of the great Dr. Pusey, and one of 
the deepest scholars of England. Probably no work ever printed in Eng- 
land excited greater interest than this. The great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is 
the author?” It is most damaging to the claims of Christianity, and its po- 
sitions and statements have never been refuted by the clergy. It is very 
scholarly, and enters into the examination of the original Greek in detail 
and with great exactness. It exhausts the subject of Miracles, the Synoptic 
Gospels, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, the Resurrection and 
the Ascension, and contains full replies to the author’s critics. 

The London Times in speaking of this great work uses this language: 
“No book published in the world, at any time or in any age, has had the in- 
fluence and effect on the thinking part of the community as this work. It 
has done more to open the eyes of the ignorant and credulous, and sweep- 
away the dogmas and cobwebs of superstition, than any other book.” 

The three volumes of the London edition (which sells for $15) are ac 
curately reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 pages, and the index is . 
full and complete. While our edition lasts we shall sell it for $2 to the 
readers of The Truth Seeker. Send in your orders early. l 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Dynamic Theory —— - E 
2 Of,Life and Mind ~ — 


_ An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Constructed and 
- Operated by the Dynamic Agencies of their respective Environments 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER 


OVER 400 ILLUSTRATIONS, 87 Chapters, 1,067 Pages, and a 3-column 
index of I pages.: Price, Express Prepaid by us, only $2.75. 


This book is the most complete explanation of the processes of Evolution that has been printed. It 
ia a handbook of the theory of Evolution, and is the condensed yet plain and paplicte information to be 
found in a whole library. A good title for it would be “EVOLUTION EXPLAINED.” It is a demonstra- 
tion of the origin and development of the animal kingdom, including man, and that organisms in- 
atead of being hand-made and purposive (as theologians contend) are machine-made mac ines, oper- 
ated by forces outside of themselves (which overturns the Christian dogma of ‘ freewill”), and that 
mind is not a person or thingat all, but a form of physical energy. f ie 

It shows the relationship existing between man and the rest of animated creation in detail, prov» 
ingthe common origin and blood relationshi It shows what the geologists have discovered, and 
theages in which the different species have flourished, It explains the natural selection of species, 
their sexual and artificial selection, and the processes of differentiation. It shows the effect of temper- 
ature and other modifying agencies. It explains the origin of sex, the action of the organs of our 
bodieswhich produce the senses, showing where the race gets its ‘‘ conscience” and moral sense, what 
“the Will” is, and it answers according to the latest. discoveries of science a hundred other equally 
important questions. It isa summary of the knowledge of the world upon the subject of the develop- 
ment of the earth and race. e 

Itis a book for the Liberal student, lecturer, and debater: It gives technical {nformation in an 
untechnical and easily understood manner. It is direct, simple, explicit. Every Freethinker should 
have it, should read it, should study it, and explain to the minister how foolish the little scheme of 
creation and “salvation” is. 


The price of this splendid work is $2.75. But we will send it with The Truth 
Seeker a year at a large discount—both ordered together, $4.50. 
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‘Eighty Years and More’ 
---ELIZABETH_CADY. STANTON.--- 


I2mo. 475 pp., complete in one volume, cloth bound, with eleven portraits. 
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Note andComment 


The Missionary Board disclaims any at- 
tempt to be funny when it holds Mark 
Twain responsible for a marked wane in 
missionary receipts. 


The foreman of a gang of men who chose 
Sunday, Oct. 13, to cut down a tree in East 
Thirtieth street which could not be re- 
moved on a week day without impeding 
traffic was arrested for violating the Sab- 
bath, Oct. r4. 


` Gibbons will see Roosevelt. A Wash- 
ington dispatch says that ‘‘at the re- 
quest of the Rev. Dr. Stafford, a Ro- 
man Catholic clergyman, an appointment 
has been made for an interview between 
Cardinal Gibbons and the President. Itis 
arranged that the cardinal shall be re- 
ceived at the White House on the 27th of 
this month, soon after the return of the 
President from his visit to Yale Univer- 
sity. 

Educated young Englishmen are not 
overanxlous to take holy orders. The Lon- 
don Saturday Review declares: ‘‘ With a 
lapsing population and a birth rate which 
xc2eds the death rate by nearly a thousand 
aday, the Church of England finds her 
priesthood diminishing by leaps and 
bounds. The causes assigned for this 
alarming fact are modern doubts, the com- 
petition of other professions, and the fast- 

. failing subsistence for a clergy.” 


The Chicago Record-Herald says: ‘‘ As 
decline of home life and motherhood has 
b2c m2 the national sin of France, as in- 
temperance has become the national sin of 
England and Germany, so suicide is likely 
to b:com2 the national sin of America if 
- the alarming increase of this unhappy vice 
continues in our midst.” In mitigation of 
the sin of suicide it may be said it is not 
one in which an individual is likely to be- 
come confirmed, as is the case with the 
other bad habits. 


Ona tombstone in the Ilfracombe, Eng- 
land, churchyard, this inscription has been 
deciphered: ‘‘In memory of William Grif- 
fiths; died October 25, 1835, aged 127 
years. Also Willm., father of the above, 
who died October 2, 1845, aged 72 years.” 
According to the dates given the son was 
65 years older than the father. Errors of 
the kind have happened before. Second 
Chronicles, xxi, 20 read in connection with 
xxii, 1, 2, shows that Ahaziah was two 
years older than his father. 


While in Crathie, Scotland, recently, 
King Edward of England attended ser- 
vices at a Presbyterian church. For this a 
nowsp ip2r organ of the ritualists prints a 
virulent attack upon him, declaring that he 
is a ‘‘ Catholic prince,’’ and as such ought 
not to be found worshiping in the com- 
pany of Presbyterians and conforming to a 
‘different religion” in Scotland. Edward 
might profit by the example of George 
Washington, who, being rebuked for his 
laxity in not conforming to the ritual, 
stayed at home. 


Ths grand jury of Butler county, Ohio, 
has reported indictm2nts for manslaughter 
against Sylvanus Bishop and his wife, 
Leota, faith curists. Last July their 
eight-year-old child, Esther, was terribly 
barned by a gasoline explosion, and in- 
stead of calling a doctor the Bishops s ur- 
rou 1ded the bed and offered prayer for the 
recovery of the child, who died. If the 
courtsof Oiio find that the action of these 
people constitute manslaughter, they will 
haveto hold, according to the late prece- 
dents, that any publication inciting to such 
action is criminal. One such publication 
is the Bible. 


One of the meddJers who cause arrests 
for desecration of the Sabbath in New 
York has the Sunday law printed on cards, 
which he distributes. Having caused the 
arrest of a Hebrew butcher for selling 
meat on Sunday, the meddler had the as- 
surance to hand this card to the magis- 
trate on the bench, with the information 
that that was the law. The magistrate told 
him to take it away and not try to instruct 
the court. 


Simpson, the clerical ‘‘spieler’’ who 
professes to represent a Christian Mis- 
sionary Alliance, worked his New York 
congregation on a late Sunday for what 
cash it had and pledges to the amount of 
some thousands of dollars. His perennial 
“booster,” Sophie the scrubwoman, was 
present and gaveher $20 with the usual 
dramatic incidents. Simpson has dropped 
his appeals for jewelry, as he finds that the 
watches and other articles given are not of 
a quality which makes them convertible 
into coin. He has on hand an assortment 
of these goods contributed in former years. 


The alarm of the Rev. J. J. F. Lyons 
pastor of the negro congregation at Mc- 
Donald, Pa., over the moral condition of 
his flock seems to be justified by the cfficial 
records of the county. He went lately to 
the court house to look over the clerk’s 
books, and found that the woman who re- 
cently ran away with an cfiicer of his 
church, who had deserted his wife, had pre- 
viously been married to that officer, al- 
though she was now the wife of another. 
In commenting on this social tragedy, he 
said that some of the men of his congrega- 
tion had two or three wives, and one of 
them had five. 


Religion makes good fighters. A dis- 
patch from Moscow, Russia, to the Londor 
Standard says: ‘‘In Pavlouka, a town of 
4,000 inhabitants, 120 miles from Kharkoff. 
a quarrel between Stundists and Orthodox 
church people led to a free fight. The 
Russian church was wrecked. Eighty 
people were killed. The police were pow- 
erless, and troops were sent from Kharkoff 
to restore order. The Russian priests es- 
caped with the more valuable sacred im- 
ages and altar vessels. Russianand Greek 
Christians seem especially combative, 
Some of the services at their churches in 
Americacould be appropriately reported in 
the sporting columns of the daily press. 


It seems that in China, when one wishes 
to commit suicide, the authorities do not 
interfere. The Foochow Echo is quoted as 
follows: ‘‘ Last Sunday, in one of the sub- 
urbs, atter two postponements, one on ac- 
count of the typhoon and the other owing 
to the floods, the public suicide by hanging 
of a Chinese widow was witnessed by sev- 
eral hundreds of spectators. The poor wo- 
man resolved on committirg the deed im- 
mediately after the death of her husband. 
She sold the paddyfield she possessed for 
$160, and purchased some splendid clothes 
and a coffin with the money.” It is possi- 
ble that were remarriage permitted to 
Chinese. widows, some of them might pre- 
fer it to hanging. 


Before the Presbyterian Synod at Atlan- 
tic City, N. J., the Rev. C. R. Young, ina 
discourse on ‘‘ Education,” spoke of the 
falling off in the number of candidates for 
the ministry as remarkable. The records 
showed, he said, that the number of stu- 
-dents had fallen off during the past ten 
years 40 percent. Last year twenty-two 
pulpit vacancies were unfilled for lack of 
ministers. He thought the decrease partly 
due to ‘‘ hard times” and partly to a fall- 
ing off in the respect in which the minister 
and his callimg have been held by the 
public. A cause which the reverend gen- 
tleman has overlooked is the fact that few 


young men with ability and education 
fitting them for preachers believe the doc- 
trine of the Presbyterian church. 


A portion of the pastoral letter read at 
the close of the Episcopal convention in 
San Francisco is an attack on the money- 
making spirit of the age. It says: “The 
soldier dying on a lonely battle-field, the 
sailor-hero going down with his ship 
that others may be saved, the physician- 
hero venturing himself fearlessly {nto the 
pestilence, with the consecrated sister by 
his side, this figure is dwarfed into noth- 
ingness by the atmosphere of our time in 
comparison with the successful accumu- 
lator of a mountain of wealth.” To Mr. J. 
Pierpont Morgan, who, having accumu- 
lated a mountain of wealth, was enabled to 
send the Episcopal bishops to San Fran- 
cisco in palace cars, without expense 
to themselves, this sort of thing must look 
like ingratitude. 

The American Methodist ministers who 
attended the ecumenical conference in 
London were surprised to fird that the 
Wesleyan parsons of England take wine 
and beer at meals, andthat they also take 
spirits, not, as Ingersoll said of President 
Harrison, in ‘‘given’’ quantities, but at 
their own motion and expense. ‘‘They 
have made remarks,’’ said the Rev. John 
Bond, secretary of the conference, speaking 
of the American ministers, ‘‘though I do 
not mean to Say they have been unkindly, 
on the matter. My answer is that this is a 
free country, and America isnot. We re- 
serve the right to drink alcoholic liquors in 
moderation if we wish. The American 
notion would be ruled out by Wesley, who 
drank wine to the end of his life.’’ Byron’s 
dictum regarding ‘‘rum and true religion’’ 
still holds among the preachers of Albion, 


The New York Independent tells of a 


‘new school of liberal theological thought 


that has been making its influence felt in 
Germany. Its leader is a new, brilliant 
young teacher, Prof. Dr. E. Troetsch of the 
University of Heidelberg. only 35 years of 
age. He isthe chief representative of the 
school who see in the new science of relig- 
ion the panacea for all the theological ills 
ofthe age. This school no longer recog- 
nizes the unique character of Christianity, 
but sees in Christianity only one of the 
great religions of the world; nothing more. 
One of the fruits of this scheme has been 
the proposition to abolish the theological 
faculties at the universities as distinctively, 
Christian faculties, and to make them 
merely “religious ” faculties in which the 
merits and demerits of all the leading re- 
ligions could be scientifically discussed and 
measured, 

This story was once told in the Omaha 
World-Herald as partially accounting for 
Colonel Ingersoll’s hostility to the church : 
“One day a deputation called and asked 
for acontribution toward building achurch 
up near his ownhome. Bob said he would 
like to give something but had no money 
just at that time. The delegation asked 
him to put down his name for whatever he 
would pay in the future. He declined, 
but said he might pay something when he 
had it. This did not satisfy the men, and 
they began urging as a reason why he 
should subscribe that the church would ad- 
vance the value of his property. This 
made Bob mad, and he expressed himself 
ina forcible manner. He declined to give 
to tbe Lord in order to increase the value 
of his real estate.” We can not vouch for 
the authenticity of this tale, nor for the fur- 
ther statement that ‘‘in a couple of weeks 
he accepted an invitation to deliver an 
address before the Society of Freethinkers 
in Fairbury, and in that address made use 
of that famous sentence, ‘An honest God is 
the noblest work of man.’” 


News of the Week. 


The Rev. Henry Black, chaplain of a 
British cruiser, committed suicide at St. 
John, N. F., by shooting himself through 
the head. 


A young man from Brooklyn has flung 
into the municipal campaign a forged let- 
ter from Andrew Carnegie, on the plea that 
“the cause of good government demanded 
it.” 

The Twelve Mormon Apostles have 
elected Joseph F. Smith president and 
head of the church. The new president is 
nephew of the original Mormon prophet, 
Joseph Smith. 


Prof. Goldwin Smith, who has been 
suffering from an attack of bronchitis, is 
reported much better. Professor Smith is 
77 years old, but exhibits noimpairment of 
mental vigor. 


A Berlin editor, Herr Panzer, who runs 
the Neues Leben on the same lines as 
Most’s Freiheit, has been sent to jail for 
four months for approving the assassination 
of President McKinley. 


A plan for another massacre of United 
States soldiers by Filipinos in the island of 
Samar has been discovered and frustrated. 
The president of the town of Carbiga and a 
priest, who were the instigators, have been 
arrested. . 

The worst accident that has occurred in 
the construction of the New York subway 
happened last Friday, when one hundred 
tons of rock fell from the roof of the tunnel 
near 164th street and rrth avenue, crushing 
five men to death. 

A new trial has been granted by the 
Court of Appeal for Roland B. Mollineux, 
under conviction of poisoning Mrs. Adams 
jn December, 1898, and after imprisonment 
in the death house at Sing Sing since Feb. 
16, 1900, he is back in the Tombs. 


Professor Virchow, the great pathologist 
and man of science, celebrated his birth- 
day in Berlin, Germany, Oct. 12. Although 
eighty years of age he was able to make a 
long and vigorous speech to the largecrowd 
of distinguished men who met to congratu- 
late him. 

Lucius C. Burt, a prominent shirt manu- 
facturer and Christian Scientist of Pough- 
keepsie, died at his home last Sunday after 
three weeks’ illness, during which time he 
was treated entirely by a healer of the 
Christian Science church and no physician 
attended him. 

The announement that President Roose- 
velt entertained at dinner, at the same 
table with his family, Booker T. Washing- 
ton, the negro educator, has created much 
discussion throughcut the South. Much 
unfavorable criticism is passed on the inci- 
dent in both Republican and Democratic 
circles. , 

The duke of Alva, the Spanish grandee 
who died in New York last week, was a 
descendant of that Alva of infamous mem- 
ory who was counected with the Inquisi- 
tion inthe N:thsrlands. He was 52 years 
old, weighed about roo pounds, bore the 
title of Don Carlos Marie Isabel Stuart 
Fitzjames y Porto Carrero-Palafox, and 
died of asthma. 

Only a portion of the $100,000 ransom 
alleged to be demanded by certain Bul- 
garian brigands who are said to have kid- 
napped a woman missionary named Stone 
has been raised, and Miss Store is still 
where she was at last reports. We learn 
from the Virginia City Chronicle that the 
bandits propose, if Miss Stone’s friends do 
not redeem her, to make her marry one of 
their number, and that the Bulgarian 
chosen to be the husband is exceedingly 
anxious that she should be ransomed. 
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Observations. 


Ameer Abdur Rahman of Afghanistan, who 
has just died, wasa Solomon for wisdom and 
women. He wrote such a set of rules for the 
guidance of his son’s action while abroad as would 
do credit to Lord Chesterfield’s literary repnta- 
tion and at the same time raise his moral stand- 
ard; for Dr. Johnson said of Chesterfield that his 
manners were the manners of a dancing-master, 
and his morals the morals of a prostitute—which, 
however, is neither here nor there. The ameer 
was a wise man and had many wives, and in the 
number of his wives lay his wisdom. Anybody 
who has read Dr. Conway’s commentaries on Sol- 
omon and his times knows that when this prince 
of Israel desired the friendship of a neighboring 
province he married a sister or a daughter of its 
king, thus substituting ‘‘alliances by marriages 
for military conquests.” The late ameer of Af- 
ghanistan imitated the wisdom of Solomon. He 
took care, too, that the son he chose as his suc- 
cessor should be son-in-law to the principal party 
leaders, so that when Abdur Rahman died there 
was no objectinn to the young man as ameer. 
“Perhaps,” reflects Dr. Conway, in treating of 
Solomon, “perhaps if the Christian ban had not 
been fixed against polygamy, and European 
princes had been permitted to marry in sev- 
eral countries, there might have been fewer wars, 
as well as fewer illicit connections.” Abdur 
Rahman was nota Christian, so that of two evils 
he was privileged to choose the least. He was 
liberal in his Mohammedanism. Said he: ‘‘In 
mv country the people who are believers in other 
religions are tolerated and treated without preju- 
dice—more even than the people of my own re- 
ligion; they are appointed to the highest posts 
under the government, which is quite opposed to 
the law of England that people who do not be- 
long tothe established church cannot bold certain 
offices.” These sentiments show how ineffectual 
had been the attempts of missionaries to imbue 
the ameer of Afghanistan with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity. 


Editor Johann Most of the Freiheit, circum- 
mured by prison walls. now languishes in durance 
vile. For some years Comrade Most has kept the 
not altogether noiseless tenor of his wav, confi- 
dent, in the spirit of John Burroughs’s “Waiting,” 
that his own would come to him. It now seems 
to have got here. The plum has dropped, and it 
is a year in the penitentiary. The event teaches 
us that we should not grow weary in well-doing. 


— 


Mr. Most has orlginal gifts of no small calibre 
as an exoonent of assassination, and has much to 
answer for on his own account, but in this in- 
stance he is doomed for another’s sin. He made 
himself obnoxious to the law by reprinting an 
article written fiftv years ago for the Pioneer 
in Carl Heinzen’s best style and containing the 
following sentiments: 

As dəspòts permit themselves everything. betrayal, 
poison. murder, etc., in the same way all this is to be em- 
ployed against them. Yes, crime directed against them 
is not-oulyright, but it is the dutv of every one who has an 
opportunity to commit it, and it would be a glory to him 
if it was successful. Murder as a necessary defense is not 
only pərmissihle, but it is sometimes a duty towards 
society when it is directed against a professional mur- 
derer. We say murder for murderers; save humanity 
through blood and iron, poison and dynamite. 


It comes to me on the authority of one who has 
read both the Pioneer and the Freiheit that 
Heinzeu, in counseling the removal of despots by 
the methods above ontlined, made an excentionin 
favor of presidents, but the piece sn modified was 
not comprehensive enough, in Mr. Most’s view, to 
meet more modern requirements. and he con- 
signed all rulers to “iron, poison, and dvnamite.”’ 
Sic semper tvrannis, Jet the tail go with the hide. 
This required that Heinzen should be edited. 
Most was equal to the effort. and in its expur- 
gated form the doom of vresidents was launched 
in Frethelt. Whether froma reluctance to load 
Heinzen’s memory with sentiments he did not ap- 
prove or from a less praiseworthy desire to get 
the credit for writing the article himself, Comrade 
‘Most concealed, uutil he needed it in his defense, 
the fact that his editorial was a reprint. This, 
from high moral grounds, was Most’s most serious 
offense; for while he mav be Imagined to have be- 
lieved it right to advocate the assassination of 
presidents, and did so, in the language of Czol- 
' gosz, ‘because he done his duty,” he must bave 
known it was wicked to plagiarize and garble. 
Let him accept the loss of his freedom as the pen- 


alty for this, and resolve upon regaining it to lead 
a better life. 


In sentencing Most to one year’s Imprisonment, 
Justice Holbrook enunciated a principle that is 
about as bad in law as anything that Most has 
put forth is in political philosophy. He said: 

It is not necessary to trace any connection in this late 
article with the assassination of the late president. The 
offense here in the eye of the law is precisely the same as 
if the event had never occurred. 

Truly enough it does not seem to have been 
necessary to connect Most with any crime in or- 
der to jail him; but I think it ought to be neces- 
sary. I may be wrong, but jt seems to me that in 
punishing for the commission of a crime there 
should be a line drawn between the innocent 
and the guilty—that is, between the man who 
committed it and the man who did not. Other- 
wise, what approval has a person, except his own 
conscience, for being innocent? Most reprints 
Heinzen, saying, Assassinate rulers. The Bible 
Soclety reprints Moses, saying, Stoneto death the 
man who picks up sticks on Saturday. These 
are “twin thoughts,” both sanguinary and bar- 
barous, but the promulgator of one goes to jail, 
while the disseminator of the other goes to 


. heaven, let us hope. 


As I was commuting homeward the other night 
a copy of a ‘‘ Memorial’? volume was chucked 
into the seat beside me bv a boy with his arms full 
of booksand magazines. I picked it upand glanced 
furtively at the contents. Where my eye fell it 
said, “ At Canton the following was rendered : 

Somewhere the sun is shining, 
Somewhere the songbirds dwell-—— 

I laid the volume down, while a wholly repre- 
hensible grin took possession of my countenance. 
I looked out of the window and made an effort to 
cortrol my features, but without success. I sup- 
pose everybody has had these attacks in irrele- 
vant circumstances and knows how hard it is to 
conceal the effects. The seizure was brought on 
by the language of the hymn, which is almost iden- 
tical with words occurring in a funny poem called 
“Casey at the Bat.” I don't recall the latter ex- 
actly, but it goes something like this: 

Oh, somewhere ia this favored land the sun is shining 
bright, 

Somewhere the birds are singing, and somewhere hearts 
are light; 

See Stig the band is playing, somewhere the children 
snout, 

But there’s no joy in Mudville—mighty Casey has struck 

_ out. 

The boy soon gathered up the Memorial, but the 
two lines of the hymn stayed with me, and un- 
seemly thoughts suggested by the poem took riot- 
ous possession of my mind. My endeavors to for- 
get the lines were fruitless, and so were my efforts 
to recall the next ones and complete the rhyme 
without dragging in Casey. 


Somewhere the sun is shining, 
Somewhere the songbirds dwell. 


Now, obviously it would not do to goon and 
add: 
Somewhere the band is playing, 
Somewhere the children yell. 


Nor could I begin over again and say, 


But there’s no joy in Joyville, 
Nor won’t be for a spell. 
I tried, 
Somewhere there’s no repining, 
And everyone is well. 


A total failure. The next effort was no more satis- 
factory: i : 


Our brother he has left us, 
And we must say farewell. 


It is impossible to write funeral verse with 
another sort for a model. 
Somewhere the sun is bright, I know; 
Somewhere the songbirds sing; 
But there is woe in Ohio, 
And crape on everything. 


That is better. but it interferes with the two 
original lines. Next venture: 
Somewhere the sun is shining, 
Somewhere the songbirds pair ; 
But Canton is repining 
A son whois somewhere. 

Avast there! It is the devil who furnishes 
such rhymes. RetroSatanas. The brother was a 
Christian knight. ` 

His bones are dust, 


His good sword rust, 
His soul is with the saints, we trust. 


Levity must be put aside. 


Somewhere the sun is shining, 
Somewhere the songbird dwells; 


Here Canton’s sons are twining 
A wreath of immortelles. - = ¢ 


And still I wonder what are the third and 
fourth lines of the hymn. 


The Rev. Dr. R. J. Bigham of Atlanta ‘thus as- 
pires: 
I hope the moral sentiment of the country will become 


so strong that some of these days when a man declares 
himself to be an Anarchist he will be shot on the spot.. 


Why not move an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion to that effect? It might please a strenuous 
gentleman in Washington who in 1896 observed 
that the socialistic followers of Mr. Bryan ought 
to be stood against a wall and shot. 

Gunplay and the prompt shooting of persons 
expressing obnoxious opinions has been all too 
frequent in unpoliced districts, but I believe the 
Rev. Dr. Bigham is the first to attribute this light- 
ness and freedom to the strength of moral senti- 
ment in the community where it prevailed. 


Says Congressman Charles B. Landis of In- 
diana: 

A solitary island killed Napoleon. It will dispose of 
the Anarchists. By all accounts Guam is the very place, 
and all the Anarchists should be shipped there to medi- 
tate in solitary state upon their virtues and the evils of the 
rest of mankind. 

. It isa fact worthy of notice that no original 
plan for disposing of recalcitrant citizens has been 
advanced by humorists of the Landisstripe within 
the memory of man, and we are still constrained 
to shriek with laughter, as did our grandfathers, 
whenever the insular plan is mentioned. Accord- 
ing to the Christian mythology, the expedient of 
marooning was adopted in the case of the devil, 
a citizen of heaven with anarchistic propensities, 
this earth being the island chosen for his exile. 
On the margin of the paper containing Landis’s 
words is written: “There would be fewer Anarch- 
ists In the United States if there were fewer idiot 
Congressmen.” 

€ The laws of God and man,” observes an Eng- 
lish judge, ‘‘both give the party an opportunity 
to make his defense, if he has any. Even God 
himself did not pass sentence upon Adam before 
he was called upon to make his defense. ‘ Adam,’ 
says God, ‘where art thou? Hast thou eatenof the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst 
not eat??’’? Proceedings, then, in the trial of 
Czolgosz have been agreeable to precedent. The 
orthodox will be cheered to know that the culprit 
kept close to the line of defense adopted by his 
predecessor in Eden, and swore that the woman 
tempted him. 


Hugh O. Pentecost once said that the mer- 
chants and tax-payers of New York prefer the 
sort of government Tammany provides to any 
other. That is no lie. They want officials who 
will listen to sense, and by whom no reasonable 
offer is refused. How it would surprise your 
millionaire contractor if he failed to evade the 
building laws bv arguing with the inspector; and 
if you should fiud that you could not rent the 
whole sidewalk in front of. yonr place by seeing 
the ward man, wouldn’t it jar you? Of course. 
Who wants an administration so inflexible it will 
not bend to pick up money? Tammary is the 
ideal government, because under Tammany you 
can get what you want for less than it is worth to 
you. Iam not saying that the reform administra- 
tions that sometimes spell Tammany are wholly 
impervious to reason in this respect. Though their 
terms are higher, areal wealthy man can do busi- 
ness wifh them. Take thecase of Seth Low, now 
candidate on a pure ticket for mayor of New 
York; he is so rich that he could give Columbia 
College a million dollars. He owns a half million 
worth of personal property, but he has kept the 
assessment down to a hundred and twenty. five 
thousand dollars, and on this one-fourth he pays 
no taxes, because he says he doesn’t have to. 
And the case of Mr. Theodore Roosevelt is not 
forgotten—how, when he was nominated for gov- 
ernor of New York, in order to gain a residence in 
the state he had to pay taxes he had previously 
sworn off. A government that would not ac- 
commodate its citizens in the wavs here alluded 
to would work a great hardship to reformers. 
There must be times when these men recall the 
words of the late Benjamin Harrison, if they have 
even heard them: “ Wealth provokes jealousy, 
and the strong arm of the law is often evoked to 
defend it. It must pay its fair provortion of the 
cost of making this defense—or fhe vigor of the 
defense may fail” The churches might also find 
it worth while to consider General Harrison’s 
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warning, and inquire what they have done for 
th: community which should entitle them toa 
free defense of their property. 


Evidence that I am right in my position regard- 
ing the army saloon, or canteen, is so scarce that 
a morsel of it revives me like the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land. Gen. Albert Daggett, 
an army officer, gives his reasons for opposing the 
reestablishment of the canteen as follows: It pre- 
sents the saloon to the recruit in its least objec- 
tionable form, and by selling him beer on credit 
fixes the debt habit and the drink habit upon him 
with one stone, as you might say. The canteen, 
he says, “stands as a constant invitation to the 
total abstainer to drink, as a temptation to the 
moderate drinker to drink more, and as a conven- 
jence to the drunkard to load up on beer when he 
has not the means to obtain anything stronger. If 
there is no canteen, saloons will spring up just be- 


yond the reservation, but of so vile a character . 


that respectable soldiers will not visit them. The 
viler the dens are, the better for the morals of the 
garrison, because.they keep respectable men away, 
and the majority are respectable. The canteen 
system,in my opinion, resolves itself Into this 
question : Is it best to keep a constant temptation 
b2fore the total abstainers and the moderate drink- 
ers for the purpose of controlling the few drunk- 
ards ?” 

General Daggett has had twenty years’ experi- 
jence as a captain, and his observations during 
that time enable him to formulate, against the 
army canteen, arguments which the reader will 
recognize as virtually the same as those I have 
advanced in these columns. This testimony to the 


accuracy of his observation convinces me that he | 


is right. 

The people who take the other-side of the ques- 
tion say that the anti-canteen folks have no knowl- 
edge of the facts such as they possess. A pro-can- 
teen paper published in Wisconsin proves its 
familiarity with the subject by describing the 
army canteen (which is practically a saloon) as 
‘Ca tin can holding about a quart.” 


Some Episcopalians hold that if you get.a di- 
vorce you must not remarry unless you can show 
that cause for divorce existed before marriage. 
“Cause existing before marriage” is a euphemism 
for insanity or inability to fulfil a contract; and it 
bothers a layman to understand why these should 
bə any more tolerable coming on after marriage 
than before. If the wife goes crazy the marriage 

“is practically nullified, and the situation is not re- 
liev2d by the circumstance that she was sane 
before. Possibly the marriage is the cause of her 
mental condition, in which case it surelv ought 
not to contintie. So when inability to fulfil a con- 
tract overtakes the husband, the wife should. not 
bz bound to him if she desires her freedom, and 
should be permitted to remarry. The iuability is 
often a proof of mismating, and in such case, if 
ability or inability is to be contemplated by the 
law at all, the obvious remedy is divorce and a 
new contract made elsewhere. In a projected 
work on “ Marriage: Its Cause and Cure,” it will 
be argued that since marriage and divorce aretwin 
promoters of human happiness, the blessings of 
both should be as open to the just as they are to 
the unjust. : 


This couplet by the poet Burns 

Is reckoned one of his neatest turns: 
“O1! wad some power the giftie gie us 

To see oursels as others see us.” - 


` 


A noble prayer with noble aim, 

But since two men ne’er see the same, 
We know no power that can grant it, . 
However much we need and want it. 


A kindred thought tome has come . 
Which seems to bring the case near home: 
“Would we were dowered by our mothers 
To see ourselves as we see others.” 
G. E. MACDONALD. 
a 


The narratives of Genesis are not history as we 
understand it; they are largely mythical—that is 
to say, history idealized. Does that in any way 
affact their inspiration or religious value? Speak- 
ing for myself Ican only say, not in the least. 
The error Nes with those who-attempt to inter- 
pret materially and scientifically what was in- 
tended religiously and ideally. The truth does 
not lie in the supposed fact, but in the lesson that 
is drawn from it. The story of the Fall 
of Man is “pure poetry,” ‘a sad and somewhat 
pessimistic tale,” invented to account for the orl- 
gin of evil.—Elwood Worcester, D. D. 
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WHEN DID JEHOSHAPHAT. DIE? 


BY JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
CHAPTER XVI.—CoNntTINUED. 


13. 


“In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign 
over Israel” (2 Kings xv, 23) 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Pekahiah, Israel’s kings reigned as follows: 
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 
vears, Joash 16 years, Jeroboam 41 years, 
Zachriah and Shallum 1 year, Menahem 10 
years. 12 years+28 years+17 years+16 years 
+41 years+1 year-+-10 years=125 years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Pekahiah, Judah’s kings reigned as fol- 
lows: Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 
6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Aza- 
riah 50 years. 8 years+1 year+6 years+40 
years+29 years+50 years=184 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Pekahiah was one hundred and twenty-five 
years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat to the 
accession of Pekahiah was one hundred and 
thirty-four years, Jehoshaphat therefore died 
nine years before Ahaziah died. 


14. 


“In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah 
began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Sama- 
ria over Israel” (2 Kings xvii, 1). i 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession of 
Hoshea the reigns of Israel’s kings were: Jeho- 
ram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 years, 
Joash, 16 years, Jeroboam 41 years, Zachariah 
and Shallum 1 year, Menahem 10 years, Peka- 
hiah 2 years, Pekah 20 years. 12 years+28 
years+17 years+16 years+41 years+1 year+10 
years+2 years-+20 years=147 years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Hoshea the reigns of Judah’s kings were: 
Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, 
Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Azariah 52 
years, Jotham 16 years, Ahaz 12 years. 8 years 
+1 vear+6 years-+40 years+29 years+-52 years 
+16 years-++12 years=164 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Hoshea was one hundred and forty-seven 
years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat tv the 
accession of Hoshea was one hundred and sixty- 
four years, Jehoshaphat therefore died seventeen 
years before Ahaziah died. 


15. 


“And it came to pass in. the fourth year of 
King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of 
Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shal- 
maneser king of Assyria came up against Sama- 
ria and besieged it” (2 Kings xviii, 9). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the commence- 
ment of the siege of Samaria the reigns of 
Israel kings were: Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 
years, Jehoahaz 17 years, Joash 16 vears, Jero- 
hoam 41 years, Zachariah and Shallum 1 ‘year, 
Menahem 10 years, Pekahiah 2 years, Pekah 20 
years, Hoshea 7 years. 12 years-+-28 years+17 
years+16 years+tl years+1 year+10 years+ 
2 vears+20 years--7 years=154 years. 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the siege 
of Samaria the reigns of Judah’s kings were: 
Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, 
Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Azariah 52 
years, Jotham 16 years, Ahaz16 years. Hezekiah 
4 years. 8 years+l year+6 years+40 years+ 
29 years+52 years+16 years+16 years+4 years 
=172 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the seige of 
Samaria was one hundred and fifty-four years, 


` and from the death of Jehoshaphat to the siege 


of Samaria was one hundred and seventy-two 
years, Jehoshaphat therefore died eighteen years 
before Abaz‘ah died. 


16. 


“Tn the twenty and seventh year of Jereboam 
king of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah 
king of Judah to reign ” (2 Kings xv, 1). 

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Azariah the reigns of Israel's kings were: 
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17 
years, Joash 16 years, Jeroboam 27 years. 12 


years+28 years+17 years+16 years+27 years 
=100 years. - 

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces- 
sion of Azariah the reigns of Judah’s kings were: 
Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, 
Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years. 8 years+1 
year+6 years+40 years+29 years=84 years. 

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession 
of Azariah was one hundred years, and from the 
death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of Azariah 
was eighty-four years, Jehoshaphat therefore 
died sixteen years after Ahaziah died. 


Dr. Croffat on Dr. Radcliffe. 

In his baptismal sermon, Rev. Dr. Radcliffe, a 
Washington preacher, without too much rele- 
vancy or coherence, treats of religion in the pub- 
lic school. He holds that morality is transient 
and citiz:nship worthless if not founded on relig- 


ion, and therefore that religion ought to be taught 


in all schools; the confession being that the relig- 
ious instruction conveyed by preachers, Sunday- 
school teachers, and parents is too insignificant to 
make a decent citizen if not enforced and repeated 
in the week day curriculum. This is a severe 
arraignment of these three sources of theological 
knowledge. 

Dr. Radcliffe says “The Atheist, the Agnostic, 
the Mohammedan, have no right to dogmatize.” 
He evidently holds that dogmatism should be 
kept in the hands of the experts of oracular in- 
tolerance, who by long practice have reduced 
dogmatism to a science. And he continues, 
“They should not undertake to dictate to us what 
or how we shall administer!’ Indeed! And who 
is “us?” Would he not call it insufferable arro- 
gance if that speech were from the mouth ofa 
Unitarian, Quaker, Hebrew, Agnostic, or Univer- 
salist? 

The speaker goes ou: “This is not an Atheistic 
or Agnostic nation. It is God’s country.” Ah? 
That is just what the Newburyport Presbytery 
declared in 1789 when they called George Wash- 
ington to account for omitting the name of God 
from the Constitution. I should think that Dr. 
Radcliffe would shrivel if he remembers what 
Washington’s answer was. And Washington, 
Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, and Hamilton were 
all Agnostics or Freethinkers—generally called 
Deists in those days. í 

‘De. Radcliffe declares that this is “God’s coun- 
try” because ‘‘we officially recognize the first and 
not the seventh day of the week.” This is verv 
curious, considering the fact that Dr. Radcl'ffe 
teaches that God commanded that the seventh 
day only should be “‘ officially recognized ” as his 
day. By the way, does the fact that all the days 


`of our week and most of the months of our year 


are named after pagan gods and festivals make 
this a pagan country? 

The doctor, in proceeding, goes from bad to 
worse, for he says ‘‘ The Supreme Court of the 
United States had formally announced its deci- 
sion that this is a Christian country” Now, I 
earnestly submit that even Dr Radcliffe ought to 
know better than to make such an assertion as 
this. The average reader of the Chronicle does 
not need to be told that the Supreme Court has 
not made, formally or informally, any decision 
whatever on the subject. In fact, no such ques- 
tion has ever been before the Court. What Dr. 
Radcliffe is thinking about, perhaps, is a casual 
remark which Justice Brewer made, that a good 
many people hold that this isa Christian country. 
This is quite a different proposition, and Dr. Rad- 
cliffe ought to have been informed concerning so 
simple yet important a matter if he was expecting 
to speak of it before his intelligent congregation. 

One of the things taught in our High School 
hymnal is that ‘‘the fearful and unbelieving” 
shall have their part in “the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone.” Doubtless Dr. Rad- 
cliffe regards this as a beautiful moral axiom. 
Another bit of the Washington High School 
hymns is 

Holy, Holy, Holy, mercifuland mighty, 
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity! 

We are expected to regard this as another of 
those grand universal truths which all men hold 
precious. He adds: ‘‘The Atheist, the Agnostic, 
the Antichristian has nothing tosay to us on this 
subject.” But he is mistaken again here; and be 
will find that at least eight other Sunday congre- 
gations in this city have something to say too. 
And to answer them satisfactorily will require 
several baptismal sermons. W. A. CROFFUT. 


seer ee a a SA ey 

Mrs. Susan Webster of Brooklyn knelt in her 
home to pray on Saturday, Oct. 12, and died with 
her orison unfinished. 
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A MIDDLE AGE PROPOSITION. 


The Episcopal church has been holding a coun- 
cil in San Francisco, at which was introduced an 
amendment to the present canon on marriage pro- 
hibiting the union of divorced persons except 
where the divorce was granted for cause existing 
before marriage. The proposed amendment reads: 

‘*No minister shall solemnize a marriage between any 
two persons unless or until by inquiry he shall have satis- 
fied himself that neither person is husband or wife of any 

_other person then living, nor has been husband or wife of 
any other p2rson then living, unless former marriage was 
annulled by the decree of some civil court of competent 
jurisdiction for cause existing before such former mar- 
riage,” 

The amendment to the canon was lengthily dis- 
cussed and was actually adopted in the House of 
Bishops, but was defeated in the House of Dep- 
uties. One of the bishops wished to amend the 
amendment by permitting the marriage of the 
innocent party to the divorce, but this was re- 
jected. Another maintained that the new canon 
was practically the adoption of the Roman Catho- 
lic position. He said that if the measure reduced 
divorce at all, it would do so only by increasing 
adultery. The supporters of the canon maintained 
that it would reduce vice, but their statements of 
the why and how are so hazy as to obscure instead 
of throwing light upon the matter. Men and wo- 
men with sufficient religious fervor to remain mem- 
bers of the church with such a rule in force would 
be apt to possess sufficient ‘‘fervor of instinct,” as 
Hall Caine puts it, to maintain relations not cut- 
wardly approved by thechurch. Religious fervor, 
as experience proves, is not a restraining force in 
such matters. ‘The heart outbalances the head. 

But we see no reason why the church should not 
adopt whatever rules it pleases for the governance 
of the people who submit to its authority. No one 
is obliged to belong to the church, and such rules 
as this would drive many from its fold. If any one 
is foolish enough to submit his personal affairs to 
the guidance of a lot of ecclesiastics who make 
slaves of those who support them, who shall say 
that he is not treated precisely as he deserves? 

But, as the Sun pointed out, this canon could 
not be satisfactory to the church, for another of 
the proposed canons excepts the innocent party to 
a divorce for adultery, in imposing the penalty of 
excommunication on those who marry again after 
divorces during the lifetime of their divorced 
mates. This, of course, is an implied recognition 
of the dissolubility of marriage. ‘Practically, 
therefore,” as the Sun’s theologian says, “the 
Episcopal laity, under the new canon, would be 


in the same position as regards remarriage after 
divorce as they are now under the present canon. 
The only difference would be that an innocent 
party to a divorce suit could not get married again 
by an Episcopal minister; but could not such a 
marriage be performed by a minister of some 
other religious denomination or by a civil magis- 
trate? We have seen that many Episcopalians of 
a high place socially have not hesitated to get re- 
married after divorces, even for desertion and 
what not, by other than Episcopal authority.” 

Probably the reactionary party in the Episcopal 
church will not be fully satisfied until they pro- 
cure the adoption of the Roman Catholic canon 
on marriage, formulated in 1563 by the Council of 
Trent, which anathematizes ‘‘whoever shall affirm 
that matrimony is not truly and properly one of 
the seven sacraments of th: evangelical law in- 
stituted by Christ our Lord,” and containing also 
this declaration concerning divorce: 

‘Whoever shall affirm that the church has erred in 
teaching, according to the evangelical and apostolic doc- 
trine, that the marriage bond cannot be dissolved by the 
adultery of one of the parties, and that neither of them, 
not even the innocent party, who has given no occasion 
for the adultery, can contract another marriage while the 
other party lives; and that the husband who puts away 
his adulterous wife and marries another commits adultery, 
and also the wife who puts away her adulterous husband 
and marries another—whoever shall affirm that the 
church has erred in maintaining these sentiments, let him 
be accursed.” 


This Middle-Age reasoning on the subject of 
marriage is as much an anachronism in statecraft 
and social philosophy as would be the burning of 
witches, or the adoption of the first chapter of 
Genesis as the authoritative explanation of all 
things in the universe. In passing such an amend- 
ment the Episcopal House of Bishops set its face 
against progress in our social well-being and all 
the tendencies of the times. For if there is any 
one thing more absurd than another in social phi- 
losophy, it is the doctrine of the indissolubility of 
marriage, the binding together of men and wo- 
men who have ceased to have regard for each 
other, and preventing them from contracting other 
alliances which might improve their moral condi- 
tion and happiness. The American theory is that 
marriage is a civil contract, and, like other con- 
tracts, dissoluble by the contracting parties when 
its terms are violated; and the Episcopal House 
of Bishops might as well anathematizethe Niagara 
river for falling over the rocks as to try to upset 
this theory, which is founded on reason and com- 
mon sense, and has been proved satisfactory by 
experience. Men and women are bound to make 
mistakes, and are bound to rectify them if they 
can. Ifthe rules of the church are in the way, 
they will drop the church, and it is for this reason 
we trust the priests will draw the chains tighter 
and tighter, till the people throw them off entirely. 


‘THE NEW “SECESSION.” 


The officers and promoters of the alleged new 
organization formed of the ‘‘ seceders,’”’ as they 
call themselves, from the American Secular Union 
and Freethought Federation will conduct against 
the older society a campaign of pure lying. At 
least, that is what we are led to infer from the way 
the assault is opened in the last issue of their organ 
seen at this writing. We donot expect to devote 
much space toargument with these utterly untrust- 
worthy and unscrupulous persons. However, as 
one attacked by a Czolgosz must be cared for,and 
as the assassin must also be reckoned with, The 
Truth Seeker proposes to defend the American 
Secular Union against enemies who, using a pro- 
fessed Freethought paper as a rag to conceal their 
hands, aim at the life of the organization their 
weapons of falsehood and -misrepresentation. 
Even the most offensive, if also the least danger- 
ous, of animals must be fought off. We will quote 
some of the statements contained in the Blue 
Grass Blade, mainly from the Buffalo correspon- 
dence of J. B. Wilson, and contrast them with the 
facts: 


‘The papers here [in Buffalo] have given us no notice 


whatever except a little two inches of space which Mac- 
donald had inserted.’’—J. B. W. fi 

Macdonald had nothing inserted. All the matter 
caused to be published by any officer of the organi- 
zation was taken to the offices of the papers by 
Vice-President Croffut. The ‘‘ little two-inch 
space ” was an item gathered by the newspaper 
reporters themselves. As a matter of fact, the 
Buffalo papers were generous in devoting space 
to reports of the proceedings, as their files will 
show, and as long quotations from them in the 
B. G. Blade itself attest. 

‘The best evidence of the decline of faith among the 
Freethinkers in the two men who were managing affairs 
was that at the Chicago convention the theatre in which 
it was held turned away people for six days, and here 
there are but twenty-eight delegates.” —J. B. W. 

The only six-days’ convention ever held was in 
1893, at the time of the World’s Fair. That wasin 
a hall, but no one was turned away. None of the 
present assailants of the Union was there. The 
number of delegates present at Buffalo was forty, 
and not twenty-eight. 

t Macdonald had to take the presidency because no one 
else would have it. Foote wouldn’t have it; Rowley was 
telegraphed to, and he wouldn’t have it; Eccles wouldn’t 
have it—no one of any self-respect would have it.’’—J. 
B. W, 

The presidency was not offered to Dr. Foote or 
to Dr. Eccles. The Union was not hunting for a 
president when Mr. Rowley was asked to accept 
the nomination; it was the present incumbent of 
the presidency looking for a substitute for his 
own name on the ticket. No other name than 
that of the person elected came before the nomi- 


-nating committee, and we are not informed that 


there was any other choice among the delegates. 
What is said in the statement we have quoted is 
the language of one who deliberately attempts to 
deceive his readers. 

“Dr. Wilson charged that for years Macdonald had 
been making large sums of money out of the society 
which should have been put to other purposes, which was 
bitterly resented by the Macdonald following.” 

Every person-in the congress will bear witness 
that Dr. Wilson did nothing of the kind. By 
dint of much calling to order, the public remarks 
of that individual were confined to the two ques- 
tions upon which he addressed the congress, to 
wit, the report of the Committee on Credentials 
and the treasurer’s report. 

From an unsigned letter to the Blue Grass 
Blade, presumably the work of the same J. B.W., 
we quote: l 

“The session ended in almost riotous proceedings, 
brought on by the Infidel Editor Macdonald. The con- 
vention sought to oust Macdonald.”’ 

We do not need to answer the absurd assertion 
that a convention which elected a president with 
no dissenting voice sought to ‘‘ oust ” that officer. 
Nothing approaching the “riotous” occurred. 
Not even the ‘‘seceders ” created a ripple when 
they stole away. 

“A new organization will be formed for the purpose of 
antagonizing the one already in existence.” 

Here is revealed how little basis the “secession” 
movement has except in the desire to injure an 
organization the ‘seceders” falled to capture. 
Having resigned from the American Secular 
Union and Freethought Federation, the ‘‘ seces- 
sjonists ” are no longer in a position to antagonize 
it unless they believe in a union of church 
and state. Will the ‘‘neworganization” cooperate | 
with the God-in-the. Constitutionists? 

“The national Infidel Society from which Dr, Wilson so 
recently resigned the presidency has gone the way of all 
flesh, and is now a defunct organization existing only on 
paper.” 

Somebody has said that lying does not pay, 
because it is too much of a tax on the memory, 
but it is not a serious tax on the memory to re- 
call that, according to its promoters, the new 
society has been “formed for the purpose of an- 
tagonizing the one already in existence.” An- 
tagonizing a ‘‘ defunct organization, existing only 
on paper,” is indeed a noble and useful purpose! 


“ Not more than twenty delegates sat in the convention, 
although it was of a national character. When the mo- 
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mnt of. secession came the greater por tion of these 
walked out of the hall and allied themselves with the se- 
cessionists. This hardly left enough delegates present 
from whick to elect officers, and those who remained with 
the old society had to vote to put each other in cffice so as 
to preserve the name and keep up appearances.” 


In another place in the same issue of the paper 
whence the foregoing is quoted an overtaxed 
memory permits J. B. W. to say, in describing 


the act which has been dignified with the name of 


“c secession:” 

“Dr. Bowles of Muncie, S. Emerson of Wisconsin, C. 
C. Moore and J. E. Hughes of Kentucky, W. F. Jamieson 
and Morgan Wamsley of Cincinnati joined me.” 

Seven persons, all told, and five of them mem- 
bers of the Congress. When did five become the 
greater portion of ‘‘twenty?”’ (which is the num- 
ber the writer we have quoted substitutes for the 
number actually present.) Again, if the ‘‘greater 
portion ” were followers of J.B. W., how does it 
occur that he failed to ‘draw blood ” and “ get 
his victim’ when he had come to the Congress 
avowedly “ after scalps?” 

S. Emerson was not a member of the congress, 
and was not present. The members who left the 
hall, after J. B, W. had asked his friends to fol- 
low him, were: J. B. Wilson, C. C. Moore, J. E. 
Hughes, Dr. Bowles, and M. Wamsley. Wilson 
is the originator of the trouble, Moore is his 
abettor, Hughes is Moore’s printer, and Dr. 
Bowles and Mr. Wamsley joined the organization 
last year simply to ald Wilson and Moore. They 
were joined by a former Liberal lecturer who was 
never a member of the Union. Six in all. Emer- 
son joined them afterwards. 

“And we proceeded to the Orleans Hotel, where a 
number af Liberals soon joined us. At 3 o’clock we 
called a meeting in the parlors of the hotel, with ezghitcen 
present, and organized a new society.’’—J. B. W. 

Eighteen what? Not eighteen “Liberals.” That 
gathering was in the position assigned by 
virtue of falsehood to those who remained 
with the old society. The ‘‘number” who 
“joined”? J. B. W. had literally to ‘“‘ vote to 
put each other in office,” for four out of 
seven were elected, and neither of the officers 
could have polled a majority of seven votes 
unless the other officers gave him theirs. The 
truthfulness of J. B. W. in this matter is hereby 
impeached, and it is “up to” Dr. Bowles, who 
has accepted at his hands the presidency of the 
“ new organization,” to verify his report of a con- 
gestion of Liberals in the parlors of the Orleans 
Hotel. 

“ The new organization will work in opposition to the old 
one, which it headed by E. M. Macdonald and his brother, 
both of whom are editors of an obscure Infidel paper, and 
a man by the name of Reichwald, who resides in Chicago. 
The latter two persons, so the seceders charge, have been 
guilty of both malfeasance and misfeasance in their re- 
spective offices.” 

We imagine that when an individual deliber- 
ately starts out upon a career of falsification, it 
must ald him materially if he acquaints him- 
self with the facts which he proposes to misrepre- 
sent. A fact missed by the fabricator of the last 
quotation given above is that of the ‘‘ latter two 
persons” he charges with malfeasance and misfea- 
sance in their respective offices, one is not and 
never has been an officer, 

Many assaults have been made upon the national 
organization of Liberals within our memory, but 
for ignorance and mendacity the one we have just 
reviewed, with some which have preceded it from 
the same source, have not been equaled. Under- 
neath the level of baseness attained by their prede- 
cessors there was left a lower depth to be reached 
by the present assailants. If this exposure of their 
utter recklessness and untruthfulness shall have 
the effect intended—that is, of revealing their true 
purpose and exposing their methods—we shall 
not regret having devoted to the falsifiers space 
which otherwise might have been used for nobler 
purposes. 


Brings Looting Missionaries, Instead. 


China has realized, on the largest scale ever known, the 
proverb that wealth does not necessarily bring happiness. 
—The Washington Star. 


THE OFFENSE OF HERR MOST. 


A sample of the article for printing which John 
Most has been sentenced to the Penitentiary for 
a year is quoted in “ Observations.” 

This article, with its “ blood, iron, poison, and 
dynamite,” Most alleges, was written by Carl 
Heinzen of Boston, and published by him fifty 
years ago. That it isa verbatim reprint is impos- 
sible. Fifty years ago would take us to the year 
1851. The use of the word dynamite explodes the 
authenticity of the paragraph. Dynamite was 
first made of infusorial earth and nitroglycerine 
in 1867 by Nobel, in Germany. Heinzen, there- 
fore, could not have advocated its use. And the 
addition of this word throws suspicion upon the 
whole paragraph. But Mr. Most may beinnocent, 
for his claim is that he found the article reprinted 
from Heinzen some fifteen years ago and used 

that reprint for his paper, and it may be that the 
addition was made then, for at that time dyna- 
mite was a weapon more talked of by the rev- 
olutiontsts than it is now. But the application 
of such teaching to this country is. monstrous. 
Killing is never justifiable except in self-defense. 
Helnzea was writing of Old World despots who 


inflicted cruel and unusual punishments upon the | 


people at their own pleasure. The trouble with 
people like Most is that they come to this country 
with their Old World hatred of despotic rulers 
seething in their hearts, and do not realize that 
the conditions are changed, and that in a republic 
there can be no possible justification for murder- 
ing the men elected by the people to execute the 
laws. They do not adjust themselves to the new 
conditions. There are no American Anarchists 
with violent tendencies. Those who resort to the 
pistol, like Bresci and Czolgosz, are foreigners of 
the Latin race, and so raised that their emotions 
control them. The philosophical Anarchists are 
among the best citizens possible, as the commis- 
sion of a crime is a violation of their creed, being 
an invasion of the equal rights of another person; 


| and equal rights and non-invasion of ‘another’s 


tights are the fundamental and basic planks of 
their platform, so far as they have one. Thevio- 
lent Anarchists are not philosophical at all, but 
simply criminals who must held to responsibil- 
ity for their acts. . i 

The sentence of Most was accompanied by an 
opinion of the court, written by Justice Hinsdale, 
who said : ; 


We hold that the teachings of the doctrines of Anarchy 
‘seriously disturb or endanger the public peace,” and 
also ‘‘ openly outrage public decency,” and come under 
section 675 of the Penal Code. To give this construction 
to the law ın no way abridges the liberty of consciencein 
matters of religion, nor the freedom of speech on all 
questions of government or social life, nor does itin any 
way trespass upon the proper freedom of the press. The 
point and,pith of the offense of the Anarchists is that they 
teach the doctrine that the pistol,the dagger, and dyna- 
mite may be used to destroy rulers, The teaching of such 
horrid methods of reaching an end is the offense. It is 
poor satisfaction when one of their dupes has consum- 


mated the results of their teaching to catch him and visit ` 


upon him the cnsequences of his acts. The evil is un- 
touched if we stop there. In this class of cases the courts 
and the public have too long overlooked the fact that 
crimes and offenses are com nitted by written or spoken 
words. We have been punishing offenders in other lines 
for words spoken or written without waiting for an overt 
act of injury to persons or property. The press is re- 
strained by the law of libel from the too free use of words. 
Individuals can be punished for words spoken or writ- 
ten, even though no overt act of physical injury follow. 


-It is the power of words that is the. potent force to com- 


mit crimes and offenses in certain cases. 

No more striking illustration of the criminal power of 
words could be given, if we are to believe the murderer 
of our late President, than that event presents. The 
assassin declares that he was instigated and stimulated to 
consummate his foul deed by the teachings of Emma 
Goldman. He is now awaiting execution for the crime, 
while she is at large in fancied security. 

A person may advocate any change of our government 
by lawful and peaceful means, or may criticise the con- 
duct of its affairs and get as many people to agree with 
him as he can, so long as he does not advocate the com- 
mission of crime as the means through which he is to 
attain his end. If he advocates stealthy crime as the 
means of reaching his end, he by that act commits a 
crime for which he can be punished. The distinction we 
have tried to point out has been too long overlooked. 

If our conclusions are sound it is the teacher of the doc- 
trine who can and ought to be punished. It is not neces- 
sary to trace and establish the connection between the 
teaching of anarchy and a particular crime of an overt 
nature. 

It is a strange spectacle in this case for a great nation 
to stand mute and paralyzed in the presence of teachers 
of crimes that are advocated only for the purpose of de- 


stroying such nation, and have no power to defend itself 
against such internal enemies. We do not believe the arm 
of the law is too short to reach those offenders against the 
life of the nation or too paralyzed to deal with them. The 
liberty of conscience, the freedom of speech, the freedom 
of the press, do not need suck concessions to save to the 
fullest extent unimpaired those. sacred rights of a free 
people. 

It was said by a distinguished English judge in the cele- 


‘brated Somerset slave case that ‘‘No slave can breathe 


the free air of England.’’ It would be well if the laws of 
this country were such that it could be said truthfully 
that no Anarchist can breathe the free air of America. 

If the restrictions upon freedom of the press and 
of speech shall be limited to restraining those 
who advocate murder as a means of reforming 
governments, it will be well. But there is a pos- 
sibility that it will be stretched to cover offenses 
not so heinous, and it is this possibility which 
makes the murder of the President, an atrociously 
cowardly and cruel act in itself, one of the most 
dangerous and evil deeds in the history of the 
Republic. The passions of the people must have 
time to cool before this matter can be treated 
justly. Enacting laws against Anarchy itself is 
useless, for who can control the thoughts which 
men think, or prevent them from thinking out a 
governmental scheme for themselves. The United 
States must not be made a Russia, for that only 
makes more Anarchists. The problem is most 
dificult and delicate—to preserve our rights and 
to preserve the lives of our chosen executives. 


A correspondent writes us regarding the alleged 
interview between Colonel Ingersoll and a friend, 
quoted by a Campbellite preacher named Breeden 
in a sermon delivered in DesMoines, Ia., and re- 


‘ferred to in The Truth Seeker of October 12, as 


follows: ‘‘In the first place, the interview is a 
fabrication, and the reverend no doubt knows it. 
He represents Ingersoll as giving it ‘ a short time 
before his death’ Well, fourteen years ago I heard 
the same preacher tell the same story, with a 
slight variation, in a sermon preached before the 
graduating class of Drake University. I heard 
him repeat.it in a subsequent sermon. ‘A short 
time before his death’ is simply a new dress for an 
old lie. Knowing the sentiments to be so contrary 
to Colonel Ingersoll’s well-known opinions on the 
subject of Anarchy, and knowing also of the ly- 
ing spirit that the prophet Ezekiel says God puts 
in the mouths of his prophets, or preachers, the 
story was impressed upon my mind. In 1894, in 
a conversation with Colonel Ingersoll, I men- 
tioned the Rev. Breeden and his story. The Colo- 
nel laughed, said that such yarns were as frequent 
concerning his sentiments touching Anarchy and 
other subjects as they were false, and added: 
‘But the poor fools must say something.’ Ido 
nət expect this will have any effect upon the cir- 
culation of the story. The reverend will no doubt 
repeat it when an occasion is offered—even in 
fourteen years.” 


Mr. Elbert Hubbard, in his Philistine, says: 
“Thomas Carlyle once wrote, ‘Most people seem 
to think that when Jesus said, ‘‘ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me and forbid them not,” he- 
held a rod behind him and was only trying to 
coax the youngsters within easy reach.’ ” 

We shall be obliged to Mr. Hubbard if he will 
name the page of Carlyle and the book in which 
this appears. Ingersoll once wrote (lecture on 
“Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child”): ‘‘ Do 
you know that I have seen some people who acted 
as though they thought that when the savior said, 
‘Suffer little children to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven,’ he had a rawhide 
under his mantle, and made that remark simply 
to get the children within striking distance ?” 


The Rev. Dc. Ament talked of China before the 
Missionary Board at Hartford last week, and this 
is how he explained his looting operations: ‘‘Mis- 
slonaries have assisted in the collection of indem- 
nities for the people who look to them as leaders 
and defenders. Why not? Christianity recog- 
nizes the payment of honest debts.” That is per- 
haps one of the most ingenious excuses for steal. 
ing that has been invented. We should like to 
hear from Mark Twain on the subject. 
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THE ORIGIN OF CONSCIENCE. 


IT IS ARESULT OF GROWTH AND 
EDUCATION. 


Conscience Permits Us to Do Anything We Have Beeu 
Taught to Believe Is Right—The Conscience of a 
Thug or of a John Calvin Looks Complacently Upon 
Murder—Inward Monitors of the Ingnisitors Did 
Not Reproach Them When they Burned People. 

BY GEORGE ALLEN WHITE. 
(Concluded,) 


Can conscience, then, be 100ked upon by intelli- 
gent people as a correct moral guiae? Yes, when 
all trees are exactly the same; yes, when station- 
ary weather-vanes are invented. 

Conscience, or what a man’s brain, reaching its 
conclusions from experience, tells him is right, is 
noc a reliably safe guide, is not sent trom God, 
cannot be urged as a detense for violation of 
nature’s laws; but it is the best guide to be had. 
Tnere is nothing better, and can be nothing bet- 
ter. Let each man follow the dictates of his con- 
science, and sometime this world will have a 
public conscience worth having. 

Here isa Mohammedan. He thinks it proper 
to kill whoever refuses to accept his religion. He 
meets.a Christian. His conscience pricks him for 
not killing him. He kills finally. 

Here is a Christian. He conceives it a sin to 
omit attendance on any communion service at his 
cnurch. He omits to goone communion Sunday. 
His conscience reproves him. The Mohammedan 
murderer goes to sleep after his deed with a clear 
conscience ; the Caristian does not. Which isthe 
better man, the better citizen? Which will pro- 
duce the better race of men? It is hard to tell. 
Bat conscience is the beacon light, and ultimately 
the Mohammedan would doubtiess win out in the 
march of time, whose end is never. 

To sum up, God was guilty of a failure when 
he pretended that he had supplied everyone with 
a corrective of wrong which would be unchange- 
able. He knew everything from the beginning, 
whenever that was, and he should have taken the 
precaution to make consciences of cast-iron. As 
it is, his workmanship is faulty, his material 
weakened with many adulterations. Or possibly 
he started the thing right, and the Devil insin- 
uated himself on the sly and raised the Dickens. 
But God should have created a devil-proof con- 
science, or should admit that his alleged omnipo- 
tence is only a pipe-dream. 

And nearer and nearer the time is approaching 
when the conscience of the civilized world wili 

. condemn Christianity as a system of religion 
.which, while comporting well with ignorant 
times, is utterly oùt of piace among intelligent 
beings and in an intelligent century. When that 
time shail have arrived, the much-mooted ques- 
tion of conscience will long have been relegated 
to the rear, whence oblivion will cast its 
gloomy glance at the doings of a world in which 
it has no interest. 


SOME AUTHORITIES QUOTED. 


“Unhappily, it (conscience) is also susceptible, 


by a sufficient use of the external sanctions and 
of the force of early impressions, of being culti- 
vated in almost any direction; so that there is 
hardly anything so absurd or so mischievous that 
it may not, by means of these influences, be made 
to act on the human mind with all the authority 
of conscience” (John Stuart Mill, ‘* Utillitarian- 
ism,” chap. ili). 

‘‘ Even at a much more advanced stage, such 
ideas evidently come from education and are 
not from the results either of inherited instinct 
or of supernatural gift. An English child, 
kidnaped at an early age by Apache Indians 
or head-hunting Dyaks, would to a certainty 
consider murder one of the fine arts, and the 
slaughter of an inoffensive stranger, especially 
if accomplished with a treachery that made 
the exploit one of little risk, an achievement of 
the highest manhood. If brought up among 
Mohammedans he would consider polygamy (if 
among the Todas, polyandry) as the natural and 
proper relation ofthe sexes. All that can be said 
is that, if recaptured and brought back to civilized 
society, he would perhaps be assisted by heredity 
in adopting its ideas more readily than would be 
the case if he had been born a savage” (Samuel 
Laing, “ Modern Science and Modern Thought,” 
chap. vi). 

‘*The laws of conscience, which we pretend to 
be derived from nature, proceed from custom; 
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everyone having an inward veneration for the 
opinion and manners approved and received 
among his own people, cannot without very great 
reluctance depart trom them, nor apply himself to 
toem withouc applause” (Montaigne’s ‘' Essays,” 
vol. i, chap. Xx11). . 

‘Locke urged . . . that innumerable enor- 
mities have been practiced in various countries 
without even causing remorse; that the moral 
rules of some nations are flatiy contradicted by 
Otners; that no one has ever been able to tell 
what the innate rules are; that we do not find 
children possessed of any moral rules,” etc. 
Conscience isa growth. . . . Conscience thus 
follows, and does not precede, the experience of 
human authority. Authority, sanctioned by pun- 
ishment, is the type and the starting-point, even 
when the economic takes an independent flight, 
and adopts rules for itself different from those 
that entered into its education.—Chambers’s En- 
cyclopedia, art. ‘* Ethics.” 

The moral feeling follows on the word judg- 
ment, and awards praise or blame, experiences 
satistaction or dissatistaction, in accordance with 
the intellectual decisions which have preceded it. 
—Thomas Fowler, M.A., LL.D., F.S.A., °' Pro- 
gressive Morality,” ch. iii. 


If a child were left on a desert island and grew 


up wholly without a conscience, and then were 
brought among men, he would not be morally 1e- 
sponsible tor nis actions until he had acquired a 
conscience by education.— William Kingaon Clif- 
ford, F.R.S., “ Right and Wrong.” 

Conscience is tne voice of man ingrained Ínto 
our hearts, commanding us to work tor man.— 
Loid, '* Yne ‘Ethics of Religion.” 

‘The unavoidable conclusion is, then, that the 
intuitionist does not and cannot ignore the ulti- 
mate derivation ot rightand wrong trom pleasure 
and pain. However much he may be guided, 
and rightly guided, by the decisions of conscience 
respecting tne characters of the acts, he has come 
to nave confidence in these d.cisions, because he 
perceives vaguely but positively that conformity 
to them furthers the weltare of himself and others, 
and that disregard of them entails in the long run 
suffering on all.—Herbert Spencer, “Data of 
Etnics.” 

But in all this our conscience plays a small part, 
as is proved by the fact that the idea of szg¢hi—ot 
which we catch a glimpse in certain animals 
which approach nearer than any other to our 


„standard of intelligence—seems to grow, from the 


low level at which it stands in savages, to the 
lofty heights which it reaches in a Plato or a 
Franklin. If we trace the development of the 
moral sense in individuals, and the progress of 
laws in nations, we shall be convinced that the 
ideas of justice and legislative perfection are 
always proportional to intelligence.— Proudhon, 
“ What is Property?” ch. v. 

Tnere is a good deal of humbug about the dic- 
tates of one’s own conscience. If a manis tosetup 
his conscience against the obligation to do what 
is right and to perform his duty toward society, 
an unintelligent and uninformed conscience of 
that kind might be allowed to destroy all society. 
-——Ex-Senator Henry W. Blair of New Hampshire, 
in 1888. 

Never do we do evil so thoroughly and so will- 
ingly as when we do it through a false principle 
of conscience.—Pascal. 

The old-fashioned orthodox moral scientists 
used to maintain that, no matter how strong ap- 
pearances of unoffending might be, there still 
rankled in the soul a sense of having done wrong, 
and that sooner or later, generally at the last 
moment, this sense was manifested in remorseful 
convulsions. And the theology of the time was 
replete with terrible instances. But the death- 
bed contortions and blood-sweats of the authors 
of St. Bartholomew massacres and the like have 
long since passed into the realm of fable, and 


‘there comes up instead the fact that the human 


soul carries within itself a very great measure of 
power to alleviate or cure offenses to conscience.— 
The Springfield Republican, 

Where are thy terrors, conscience? Where thy justice? 


That this bad man dare boldly own his crimes, 
Insult thy sacred power and glory in it? 


—Francis. 
What’s a tender conscience? ’Tis a botch 
That will not bear the gentlest touch; 
But breaking out despatches more 
Than the epidemical’st plague sore. 
—Butler. 
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The Christian Doctrine of the Trinity 
Only an Imitation. 


Not Peculiar to Christianity and Part of ıhe World’s 
General Superstition. 


Levi Leonard Paine, professor of ecclesiastical 
history in Bangor ‘Vheological Seminary, has writ- 
ten a volume on ‘‘The Ethnic Trinities ana Their 
Relation to the Christian ‘Irinity,” trom a review 
of which in the Sun we extract some of his con- 
clusions. 

This volume carries the history of trinitarian- 
ism back of its later Christian torm of develop- 
ment, and traces its primary sources, aS well as 


‘its historical evolution through the various ethnic 


trinities, until the dogma enters its Christisn 
stage. The author then compares with each 
other these different stages ot religious thought, 
and draws trom such comparison its historical 
conclusions. Separate chapters are devoted tothe 
Hindoo Brahmanic trinity, the Persian Zoroas- 
trian trinitarianism, the Homeric trinity, the 
Greek philosophical trinitarianism, and the New . 
Platonist, or rather Plotinian, trinity. Professor 
Paine then considers the external or historical re- 
lation of these trinitazian systems to the Christian 
trinity, and then subjects them to acazeiul anal- 
ysis tor the purpose of detecting intezzal points 
ot likeness or unlikeness to ihe speculative meta- 
physical theory propounded in the Nicene and 
pseudo-Athanasian creeds. He tells us that at the 
outset of this analysis he expected to find differ- 
ences between the ethnic trmities and the Chris- 
tian trinity quite as radical as the resemblances. 
The survey of them, however, has revealed the 
fact that the resemblances are tundamental while 
the differences are superficial, and on close scru- 
tuny are seen to rest on external and tortuitous 
rather than on internal grounds. 

Having completed a comprehensive review of 
the relations, external and internal, ot the 
Christian trinity to other trinitarian systems of 
theology, the author proceeds in a final chapter 
to discuss the character of the new theological 
problem which the twentieth century finas at its 
door. It is evident that, trom a theological view- 
point, this century begins under conditicns very 
different from those which environed the begin- 
ning ot the last. When the nineteenth century 
opened, the old theology in its most ri, orous ana 
scholastic torm held the field,and was 1€gnéntin 
all-orthodox circles. Not till the middle ot the 
century was the inevitable and essential antago- 
nism between scientific and historical studies on 
the one hand and the dogmas of traditional the- 
ology on the other, fully realized. Then tollowed 
a mortal conflict between the radical ard vita 
principal of all science and historical criticism, a 
principle summed up-in the Darwinian law ot un- 
interrupted natural evolution and the tiaditional 
a priori principle of a supernatural intervention 
by special creation and miracle. Which ot these 
principles offered the true historical explanation 
of the course of nature and of human events? By 
the conflict between these principles the history 
of the nineteenth century on its theolcgical side 
is most deeply and characteristically marked. For 
a generation after the publication of the " Origin 
of Species,” the whole theological air was filled 
with the dust that was raised by dogmatic or timid 
theologians. Now, on the other hand, a lull has 
fallen upon the field of debate, for reasons that 
Professor Paine regards as unmistakable. “ The 
truth is,” he says, ‘‘that it has become clear to 
the mass of intelligent men and women that, if 
there is any radica] antagonism between the ascer- 
tained facts of science and historical criticism, on 
the one hand, and the traditional dogmas of the 
old orthodoxy, on the other, it must mean that 
these dogmas are invalid and false.” 

Our author goes on to express the conviction 
that the new science and the new history have 
come to stay and that theology “must disappear 
with the old false science and history on which it 
was built, as, for example, those exploded theories - 
of creation as wrought in six days; of our earth 
as the centre of the universe; of a material heaven 
beyond the circumference of the starry vault; of 
a material hell deep in the centre of the earth; of 
the aerial region above and around usas filled 
with supernatural beings, both good and bad ; of 
men as subject in both body and soul to the 
‘prince of the power of the air,’ through bewitch- 
ment or actual demoniacal possession; of this 
world as given over by God because of Adam’s 
sin and fall to Satan, and thus made the scene of 
conflict between two spiritual kingdoms, only to 
be terminated by the miraculous coming of the 
son of God for the everlasting destruction of evil 
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and triumph of good.” Professor Paine does not | 
hesitate to say that “‘this whole mass of traditional 
superstition, which belongs essentially to one and 
the same class of uncritical beliefs, is rapidly dis- 
solving like snow under the sun of summer, and 
is giving place to a new order of religious ideas, 
proceeding from a new scientific and critical prin- 
ciple of eternal and unchangeable law.” Of course 
there are still many who will protest against the 
historical resumé and forecast put forward in this 
volume, Organized Christianity will not give up 
its traditions without a final struggle. Professor 
Paine, for his part, however, deems himself to be 
safe as a historical observer in the assertion that 
“the decisive battle between science and religion. 
is at an end, and, so far as there was any real 
ground of conflict growing out of dogmas that 
were supposed to be essential to religious faith, 
science and its ally, historical criticism, have 
come off victor. The final coup de grace was given 
by historical criticism. The defenders of a mirac- 
ulous Christianity have rested their arguments on 
. the assumption that the Bible was a direct divine 
revelation, and that consequently its narratives 
were authentic history. Historical criticism has 
destroyed the very basis of this position by show- 
ing that its primary positions are untenable.” 


THE PRAYER DODGERS. © 


Ingenious Explanations of the Futility of Prayer.— 
But if These Explanations Explain, Why Pray? 


Th: fact that the prayers offered for the recov- 
ery of the late President were not answered in the 
way that so many hoped that they would be-an- 
swered, has, according to Zion’s Herald (Method- 
ist Episcopal, Boston), caused a shock to, if not 
an eclipse of, the religious faith of many persons. 
However that may be, says the Literary Digest, 
there is considerable solicitude evinced’ lest the 
result be misinterpreted, and several attempts to 
explain it have been made. Not the least interest- 
ing of these has been made by Mrs. Eddy, leader 
of the Christian Scientists. Her explanation ap- 
pears in the Boston Journal and is reprinted in the 
Christian Science Sentinel (October 3). She says 
in part: ; : 

“Insufficient faith or spiritual understanding, 
and a compound of prayers wherein one earnest, 
tender desire works unconsciously against the 
modus operandi of another, would prevent the re- 
sult desired. In the June message to my church 
` in Boston this year, I refer to the effect of one hu- 
man desire or belief, equally sincere, unwittingly 
neutralizing another. In the practice of materia 
medica, croton oil is not mixed with morphine to 
remedy dysentery, for these drugs are supposed to 
possess opposite qualities and to produce opposite 
effects. . . . 

“ Our lamented President, in his loving acqui- 
escence, believed that his martyrdom was God’s 
way. Huudreds, thousands of others believed the 
same, and hundreds of thousands who prayed for 
him feared that the bullet wound would prove 
fatal. Even the physicians may have feared thus.” 

Zion’s Herald, which is of all the Methodist pa- 
pers the most advanced along the line of “ higher 
criticism,” expresses the view that “ natural and 
mortal consequences ” never have been stayed by 
prayer, and we have no sound reason to suppose 
that they ever will be. It says: 

“The expectation, born of universal and ardent 
prayer, that the wounded President would re- 
cover, was based upon distinct misapprehensions: 
First, the undefined but very general and real con- 
viction that God can be constrained to the expres- 
sion of miraculous power if only his people are 
sufficiently importunate and intense in their plead- 
ings. There is no justification in the scriptures or 
in geueral history for this impression. Second, 
that God will stay the operation of physical laws 
in answer to prayer. This feeling has no warrant. 
Natural laws and processes are of God, and they 
are and must be inviolable; if not, the world and 
all life therein might at any moment be hurled 
into chaos and ruin. The law which makes it in: 
evitable that the deadly bullet will kill an animal 
or the humblest man operates no less fatally in 
the case of a king, emperor, or president. And 
when it is done, it is done; prayer has never 
caused, nor have we any sound reason to expect 
that it ever will, a stay of natural and mortal con- 
sequences.” . 

The Presbyterian (Philadelphia, September 25) 
comments to the effect that God knows best, and 
we must bow to his will. It then adds: 

“ Chastening was needed. Sin and worldliness 
were multiplying on every side. God was largely | 


„as it should be. 


left out of the dominating thought of the people. 


The power of the endless life was not being felt 
Materialism was becoming ab- 
sorbing and crowding out spirituality. In this 
coadition of things it was necessary to the general 
welfare that in some startling and impressive way 
eternity should be injected into present considera- 
tion, and that God, duty, and responsibility should 
be brought seriously and powerfully to the public 
attention.” E 

Summing up the discussion as it sees it, the 
Springfield Republican (September 22) draws the 
following conclusions concerning the office of 
prayer : 

“The whole outcome of the discussion is that 


prayer is answered as truly by withholding as by ` 


granting the thing asked for. This leads to the 
essential conclusion that the office of prayer is a 
spiritual rather than a physical one, and that its 


‘value in this case, as in others, is the mere exalta- 


tion and consensus of spiritual purpose, all Chris- 
tian prayer resting on the saying of resignation: 
‘ Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.’ ” 


Unanswered Prayers. 


A controversy is in progress in the secular and 
religious press of the West over the old question, 
Are prayers answered? Special interest is given 
to the present discussion because one of the lead- 
ing ministers of Lincoln, Neb., the Rev. J. Luther 
Marsh of All Souls’: church (Unitarian), denies 
that answer to prayer is made. 

Last July, when the state was drought-stricken, 
the governor, following the example of the chief 
executives of adjoining states, appointed a day of 
special prayer-for rain. Three days later the first 
rain in three weeks fell. At that time the ques- 
tion was first raised in the press. i 

Preachers generally took the ground that the 
rainfall was the best proof of the affirmative that 
could be secured. Now Mr. Marsh has flatly 
declared that the negative is proved beyond doubt 
by the failure of the prayers of the nation on be- 
half of its stricken President. | 

As another proof that prayers are ineffectual 
Mr. Marsh cites the condition of the Boers, whose 
prayers for success are an inspiration to them and 
do give them a remarkable power of persistence; 
nevertheless, they are being overborne by phys- 
ical strength. Prayer, he admits, is the natural 
refuge of overpowered man. It is his first im- 
pulse to seek protection. But most prayer is un- 
wise and egotistic. He says: 

“The calling on God to help others, as if we 
could induce him to be more kind and good and 
abundant in his love toward this, that, or the 
other person, is an impiety itself. 
use of all this praying when we know that the in- 
finite wisdom and love of God does not need any 
information or beseeching from us? If he could 
be changed by our beseeching he would not be 
worthy of our reverence. 

“ So far as physical things are concerned, we 
obtain them by obeying the conditions under 
which they come. What has come to man that he 
has asked for came only when he worked in har- 
mony with the laws of growth and nature. The 
prayer that has been effective has been the prayer 
which has been expressed by. active industry 
working in accord with nature’s laws. 

“ Drought is a result of natural conditions, but 
it will not be by prayer that its evils will be 
avoided, but by the wiser and far-reaching use of 
the materials and force of nature. We ask day by 
day for our daily bread, but we seek it knowing 
there is a way if we do but follow it. 

“ But recently the whole nation was called upon 
to offer prayers for the recovery of the wounded 
President, but though at first they seemed to have 
been answered in the hopeful symptoms of the 
patient, that hope was suddenly turned into doubt 
and mourning at the fatal result. 

“I presume there is no one who sincerely 
believes that the prayers which were offered had 
any influence upon the physical causes which 
produced his death. These causes were put into 
operation by the assassin’s bullet and they were 
so sure in their working that the result was inev- 
itable, in spite of science and prayer.” 

A great storm of anger and protest has arisen 
over what the ministers of other faiths declare 
to be an attack upon one of the fundamentals of 
faith. 


Most of the suggestions for the suppression of 
Anarchists have the unfortunate quality of being 
more dangerous than the Anarchists.—Detroit 
Free Press. 


What is the 


Tolstoy on Marriage and Woman. 


THE RUSSIAN ASCETIC’S PAULINE NOTIONS. 


After an interval of nearly ten years Count 
Tolstoy reverts to the subject of his much-dis- 
cussed ‘Kreutzer Sonata,” and in a book on “The 
Sexual Question” elaborately expounds his theory 
of marriage and purity. A chapter from this book 
has been translated from the original for La Revue 
(Paris), and it sufficiently indicates the position 
defended in this volume. ‘' Marriage,” Tolstoy 
declares, ‘‘is a sin, not a.duty,” and the ideal of 
religious and moral men should be its abolition— 
at the cost of the gradual disappearance of the 
human race. The book appears to be exception- 
ally frank and outspoken, and the author does not 
shrink from the logical conclusion of his premises. 

Here, for example, is one of his categorical 
statements: f 

“The whole question of sexual relationship is 
solved in one word—the God-fearing man, mar- 
ried or celibate, must always and under all cir- 
cumstances be as chaste as possible. 

* Marriage is not a Christian institution. Christ 
did not marry, nor did any one of his disciples, 
and he never authorized it. Addressing men 
among whom there were married people, he told 
them not to put away their wives--that is, not to 
divorce them, as had been allowable under the 
Mosaic law; to some he distinctly said that it were 
better they did not marry, and he told all that the 
greatest sin was to regard a woman as an object 
of desire.” 

But this is not all. Marriage is decidedly un- 
christian, Tolstoy asserts, for it turns men and 
women away from the only purpose of life, from 
their only duty—the realization of God’s will. 
The love of man for woman or of woman for man 
conflicts with brotherly love, the only love that is 
pure, unselfish, essential to true happiness. For 
those who earnestly desire to follow Christ’s 
teachings, Tolstoy draws the following moral and 
practical conclusions, after stating that Christian- 
ity in its ethical part holds up an ideal to be 
slowly approached, not a rigid set of rules to be 
obeyed once for all or disobeyed at one’s peril: 

I. Those who are firm and strong enough to 
overcome temptation and weakness should not 
marry at all, but remain absolutely chaste. 

2. Those who cannot live up to this ideal of 
Christian conduct should marry and be as chaste 
as possible—have few children, live with their 
wives not as lovers, but as brothers with sisters; 
and they should educate their children properly, ` 
discouraging marriage and training them for 
celibacy. : 

3. The married should regard themselves as 


“sinners, but as sinners whose fall is not irre medi- 


able, and who are still able io promote the Chris- 
tian ideal within their marriage relation. 

The important thing, Tolstoy continues, is the 
point of view, and the chief trouble is that mar- 
riage has been regarded as a blessing, if not as an 
actual sacrament. 

The prevailing conception, according to Tol- 
stoy, is absurd as well as wrong. He illustrates 
this by citing the novelists. At present, he says, 
“ novels end with the marriage of the hero and 
the heroine. They ought to begin with it and end 
with the separation of the hero and heroine —that 
is, with their liberation. To write of the life of 
men and women and stop at the point of marriage 
is like telling of a voyage and suspending the re- 
cital when the traveler falls among brigands.” 

Men, Tolstoy admits, have tyrannized over wo- 
men and held them in #ga/ subjection, but the 
effect has been disastrous to the men. The women 
have exercised the subtle and effective power of 
passive resistance and have secured the 7ea/ con- 
trol of society. It is the women who rule, who 
determine the direction of our art, literature, pol- 
itics, and government. They mold public opinion, 
which is stronger than law and government. 
Their influence is based on their attraction, and is 
essentially immoral and irreligious. They must 
be resisted and converted into comrades and co- 
workers for Christ! 


I maintain that science is Atheism; that all 
physical science, properly so-called, is compelled 
by its very nature to take no account of the being 
of God, because, as soon as it does this, it trenches 
upon theology and ceases to be science; that its 
investigations and reasonings are, by agreement, 
conversant simply with observed facts and con- 
clusions drawn from these; and in this sense it is 
Atheism, or without recognition of God.-—Bishop 
of Carlisle, Nineteenth Century, March, 1880. 
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This picture was taken by a Buffalo photographer for The Truth Seeker. 


A GROUP OF MEMBERS OF THE LATE FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS AT BUFFALO. 


The Editor does not identify all the friends in 
the group. Four officers in the front row may be named, beginning at the left: Dr. W. A. Croffut, vice-president; E. C. Reich- 


wald, secretary; E. M. Macdonald, president; Lemuel K. Washburn, vice-president. 
receive copies of The Truth Seeker, and each is asked to mark his own likeness for identification and forward the picture so 
We shall submit it with names attached for publication in the Union and Federation’s annual report; or 
it may be reprinted in The Truth Seeker. ` 


Probably all who are in the group will 


| 
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AMERICAN SECULAR UNION 


AND 


-FREETHOUGHT IT FEDERATION. 


E. M. MACDONALD, PRESIDENT, 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 
E. C. REICHWALD, SECRETARY, 
141 So. Water Street, Chicago, Ill. 
HENRY WHITE, Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 


Boarp or Directors: E. M. Macdolald, L. K. Wash- 
burn, W. A. Croffut, E. C. Reichwald, Henry White. 


Religious Hymns in Schools. 


On the day of President McKinley’s funeral 
the school children of Detroit, Mich., were 
ordered by their teachers to sing religious hymns. 
Dr. Tobias Sigel wrote the Board of Education a 
strong letter objecting to the singing of religious 
or semi-religious hymns in the public schools in 
which his children were pupils. Dr. Sigel held 
that as the name of Deity was not mentioned in 
the Constitution it was against the fundamental 
law of the land to use the term in any way in the 
public schools. Dr. Sigel’s letter was perfectly 
courteous, but the Board of education replied in 
the following ill-mannered communication : 


DETROIT, Micu., Sept. 28, rgor. 
Dr. TosiAs SIGEL, 383 Beaubien street, City. 

Dear Sir: We, the undersigned members of the Detroit 
Board of Education, appointed by the president of the 
board to answer your communication requesting that we 
prohibit the singing of hymns by our school children on 
the day of President McKinley’s funeral, submit the fol- 
lowing reply : 

In the first place, the hymns to which you object are 
wholly non-sectarian. They may be sung with perfect 
faith and’trust by any person on earth, Protestant or 
Catholic, Christian or Jew, who believesin the existence 
of a Supreme Being. They were, in fact, rendered by 
followers of every religious creed, not only in Detroit, but 
all over the United States and in many foreign countries, 
at this particulartime. Inthe second place, the hymns 
were well known to be favorites of Mr. McKinley, and 
by that very fact possibly helped many a heart to express 


something of the deep sorrow it felt, and let us hope some- 
thing also of the calm, trustful spirit of that noble man 
whose very last words were a prayer. 

We want a government that shall protect its citizens 
against evil-doers as well as.a government that shall reg- 
ulate our foreign and domestic affairs. We wish our chil- 
dren to be so taught. We wish especially to impress 
upon them the enormity of the crime that has been com- 
mitted and the foolishness and wrong-headedness of those 
who think to overthrow a government by the killing of a 
President. So we sanction and welcome those memorial 
exercises, hymns and all, as one means to this end. 

We are at a loss to know whether to construe your let- 
ter as an expression of sympathy with the anarchist idea 
or whether you would have us, by excluding all religious 
sentiment from the memorial exercises, teach our children 
the non-existence of a Supreme Ruler. Either thought is 
contrary not only to the very nature of our late President 
but also to the feelings of a very vast majority of the pat- 
rons of our schools and to the fundamental principles of 
good government. 

Therefore, as representatives of the people, elected by 
them as guardians of the educational interests of their 
children, we should not feel justified in letting such a 
communication so publicly made go unanswered. We 
consider your request un-Christian, unpatriotic, and 
wholly uncalled for. 

Jonn F. BENNETT, 
ORRIN J. PRICE, 
Horace G, SMITH. 


To this Dr. Sigel replied. 

To the Honorable Board of Education—Greeting. 
The letter of your committee, as heralded in the press for 
a week past, has arrived to-day. Allow me to return this 
letter and repeat my protest of Sept. 16, for the reason 
that the intent of this letter isto slur me, and is unbe- 
coming an educational board, especially asI had exer- 
cised simply a citizen duty against the encroachments of 
religious tendencies in our public schools. 

Money exacted from non-religious tax-payers, and ex- 
pended for teaching religion in our public schools, is ex- 
acted and expended illegally. The question not involving 
sentimentality whatever, but being simply an appeal to 
justice, I either expected more than such snubby reply of 
the Honorable Board of Education or nothing at all. I 
herewith waive all further notoriety. 


Dr. Sigel has been supplied by the Union and 
Federation with literature to circulate among the 
public school authorities cf Detroit, and some- 
thing further may be heard of the matter. A 
Detroit paper, commenting upon the case, thinks 
to make its circulation among the Christians 
sure by saying: 


Dr. Sigel objected to the use of the hymns “Lead - 


-Kindly Light” and ‘‘Nearer My God to Thee” at the 


McKinley memorial exercises. His objection was based 
on the ground that he dcesn’t Lelieve 11 Ged ard a t 
want his children taught to believe in him. 

Even as a matter of law, Dr. Sigel has probably ro 
standing. The hymns menticned, as the board in its 1e- 
ply has pointed out, are entirely unsectarian in their 
Character, and no attempt was made to teach religious 
ideas by means of them. But from a practical point of 
view, the objection is still more absurd. Even supposii g 
there had beeu a technical overstepping of the boundaries 
of the statute, every sane man knows there was no at- 
tempt to force religious dogmas on-the mind of any child. 
In its practical working that is all that can be reasonably 
asked of our public schools. 

Nor is the state indifferent to religion, as the doctor 
perhaps imagines. On the contrary, it fosters it and pro- 
tects it as far as it may without forcing any particular 
form of it upon any individual. 

If the doctor isn’t satisfied with this state of affairs, he 
is free to do one of two things—look for some other state 
where he is better suited, or else take it out in grumbling. 


The hymns in question are distinctly religious, 
and religion is something the state has no right 
to teach.. No child, with unformed mind, can 
sing ‘Nearer My God, to Thee,” without having 
theism impressed upon its mind. It is not a pol- 
icy of the state to build up religion, only to pro- 
tect all men in the enjoyment of it when they 
shall desire to have it. It is no business of the 
state to ‘‘ foster” it. 

Supposing the Roman Catholics had the upper 
hand in Detroit, and forced all the school chil- 
dren to sing Romish hymns. Would the editor 
be content to say to the objecting parents, If you 


‘don’t like it, take it out in grumbling, or get out 


of the state? 


The Use of Sunday Laws. 


The evil of having vicious laws upon the statute 
books to be revived by Christian bigots to punish 
their personal or sectarian enemies is again illus- 
trated away down in Missouri. The Kansas City 
World reports the case: 

Gotlcch Winzer, a German farmer in the neighborhood 
of Littleby, Mo., which is somé seven miles northeast of 
Mexico, has been arrested for breaking the law known as 
the ‘‘Sabbath desecration law.” The remarkable part of 
the incident is that never once for many years bas the 
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statute been appealed to. There are five separate indict- 
ments charged against Winzer, namely, scalding hogs on 
Sunday, stacking oats on Sunday, whitewashing trees on 
Sunday, stacking straw on Sunday, and rendering lard on 
‘Sunday. 

Audrian county possesses the enviable distinction of be- 
ing one of the most orderly, moral, and God-fearing com- 
munities in this or any other state, and the inhabitants are 
wholly in sympathy with the prosecution. 

Winzer and his wife moved to their present atode eight 
years ago. They did not begin to attend any church, and 
their neighbors, as they drove past the Winzer house to 
their places of worship of a Sunday, were shocked upon 
observing tbat Winzer and bis wife were laboring as on 
week days. From that time on they were shunned and 
looked askance at by the Sabbath-observing inhabitants 
of the community. 

Finally Prosecuting Attorney Bickley was appealed to. 
Mr. Bickley, a prominent member of the Mexico Christian 
church, hunted out the statute, which few lawyers krow 
exists, as it was passed many years ago, and has never 
been appealed to before in the memory of the present 
generation. Bickley then began the prosecution of the 
luckless Winzer enthsiastically, and now perhaps the 
farmer may have no opportunity to break the Sabbath 
for some Sundays to come. 


I have not seen the outcome of the trial. If 
some Southern member of the Union and Federa- 


tion will furnish me the proper information, the ` 


Union will distribute some literature on the Sun- 
day question, among the bigots of Littleby and 
Mexico, Missouri. 


Will Enforce Blue Laws. 


At the last meeting of the police and fire com- 
missioners, of Springfield, O , the police were or- 
d. red to enforce the 11 o’clock saloon closing or- 
dinance and the Sunday law. 

At the meeting of the Liquor League, it was de- 
cided to respect not only the order, but to prose- 
cute cigar and drug stores for keeping open, to 
stop street cars and milk wagons, etc. Two law- 
yers were employed, and a detective hired to look 
after its interests. A committee was appointed 
to wait on the pollce commissioners and insist 
that the police be instructed to assist it in enforc- 
ing the laws. 


Charges Fell to the Ground. 


Mr. J. Spencer Ellis, editor of the Toronto Sec- 
tlar Thought, makes the amende honorable in the 
American Secular Union and Freethought Federa- 
tion matter in these words: 


We had a short but very pleasant visit last week from 
Mr. and Mrs. Peacock of Chicago, who had been at the 
Pan-American Exposition, and had also attended the Buf- 
` falo Congress of the American Secular Union. Of this 
latter function we had expected to be able to make some 
report in this issue, but so far have not received any offi- 
cial report. On the authority, however, of our Chicago 
visitors, in whose word we feel justified in placing the 
most implicit confidence, we are glad to be able to state 
that an Auditing Committee made a thorough examination 
of the books and accounts of the officials of the Union, 
and that the wholesale charges brought against them 
completely fell to the ground. 


I ask all the other editors wFo demanded an 
investigation to publish the 1eport of the Atdit- 
ing Committee, which they will find on page 663 
of The Truth Seeker of October 19. 

E. M. MACDONALD, 
President A. S. U. and F. F. 


A Western exchange laments what it calls the 
sad news that Prof. Ludwig Marienburger has put 
on the wires. ‘‘ Professor Marienburger declares 
that the end of the world is near at hand. He has 
discovered that our little old planet has jumped 
its orbit and is wobbling around in space like a 
drunken man. This irregularity, the professor ex- 
plains, causes our summers to be hotter and hot- 
ter and our winters to be colder and colder. Be- 
fore long, according to his figures, things are 
going to be so bad that nobody will be able to 
make the transit from one extreme to the other, 
and the first thing we know the human race will 
expire.” This is indeed serious enough, but we 
infer that the event deplored is as yet very remote. 
Much sadder news to contemplate is that of the 
Rev. A. B. Simpson, the Christian Missionary Al- 
liance man, who by multiplying the ‘‘ times ” and 
adding the “‘ half-times” of the Bible finds that the 
general wind-up will come in 1931, just three de- 
cades hence. Among the features of the occasion, 
the Rev. Dr.Simpson counts on the appearance of 
Jesus Christ, who will radically change the ad- 
ministration of affairs as at present conducted. 
There will be then no ‘‘ transit from one extreme 
to the other,” but the climate will be uniformly 
hot for all but Dr. Simpson and those who have 
contributed to his Alliance. 


At the Manhattan Liberal Club. 


FRANKLIN PIERCE ON THE EVIL OF CROWDING. 

“Crowd Not and Submit Not to Crowding!” 
What is the use of inviting a lecturer to speak on 
this subject when the Liberal Club is only too 
glad to have crowded meetings, and cheerfully 
submits to crowding ? But such is human nature! 


. We all like to preach for the benefit of others, but 


when it comes to ‘‘ practicing” we generally beg 
to be excused. And so it came to pass that.on 
Friday, October 18, at the regular meeting of the 
Liberal Club, Mr. Franklin Pierce told a crowded 
house that they must not crowd or submit to 
crowding. The American people, said the lect- 
urer, have the, reputation of being gocd natured; 
they submit to wrongs without demanding redress; 
but good nature is out of place when cne is step- 
ping on your corns. If the people tolerate crowd- 
ing, liberty will cease. We hear a great deal about 
the greatness of the American people. This great- 
ness came through the efforts of the individual 
man. Wrongs cannot be remedied by statute laws. 
If we want to get rid of evil, we must be indignant 
enough to fight for our rights. The differe nce-be- 
tween the Englishman and the Hindoo is that the 
former will wage war in defense of the rights of 
man, while the latter cares nothirg for the rights 
of others. The secret of American success is 
to be found in the fact that our forefathers were 
“ kickers ” and rebels.. Progress and invertion 
came from the development of the individual, not 
from legislation. We make a country great when 
we make the individual great. -At present we are 
being crowded everywhere. The man who takes 
anything belonging to the people is crowding, and 
yet we submit and tolerate abuses. There is no 
street railway in this city that did not get its 
franchise by stealing, fraud, and corruption. 
The discovery of copper and steel in this country 
resulted in crowding through the aid of protective 
legislation. We praise Andrew Carnegie for his 
charities, but we forget that he became rich by 
crowding the masses. We talk about the dangers 
of Anarchy. It is true that Anarchism is a curse; 
it is true that we despise Anarchists and assassins 
and would do away with them; but the worst An- 
archists are those who by their injustice make 
Anarchists. All special legislation should be 
taken away. No man should own vast tracts of 
land. In order to have good citizens we must 
have men who own their homes. It is of high 
importance that there should be small manufac- 
turers; Things are wrong when the small manu- 
facturer is crowded out of existence. Not only in 
this country, but all over the world there is great 
crowding. Look at the poor Boers! They had 


the misfortune to discover gold and diamonds in 


their country, and therefore England must deprive 
them of their land! We must make up our minds 
not to submit to crowding. We suffer from over- 
legislation. If our legislative bodies were to ad- 
journ for ten years, it would be a blessing for the 
country. The only way to save ourselves is to get 
up and “kick.” We need “cranks’’—men who 
understand their rights and know how to maintain 
them. The hope is in the individual. We cannot 
adopt Socialism. Socialism means death. We 
want individualism and opposition to crowding. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Pierce’s address, Mr. 
Walker, the energetic president of the Club, vent- 
ured to prophesy that the lecture would give rise 
to a lively discussion; and he was not mistaken, 
which proves that the prophets of the Club are 
superior to those of Jehovah. The debaters 
crowded one another as fast as they could, and 
had not the chairman reminded them that the meet- 
ing cannot last forever, they would have kept on 
talking till doomsday. The first to appear on the 
platform was our old anticratic friend, who, I un- 
derstand, is at present engaged in various world- 
saving schemes. He was opposed to all existing 
institutions except Alexander Horr, in whom he 
had implicit confidence. He took the ground that 
government existed for the purpose of protecting 
thieves, and denounced rent, interest, profit, and 
private ownership in land. 

Mr. Chamberlain said that Mr. Pierce was an 
Anarchist without knowing it, and ridiculed the 
idea of an anarchistic conspiracy existing in this 
country. 

Mr. Furbish took exception to the statement that 
Englishmen wage wars for the rights of man. It 
was his firm conviction that England is always 
robbing other nations. 

Mr. Perrin touched upon the law of proportion, 
which he found lacking at the Liberal Club. He 
wanted a line of demarcation between assassins 
and philosophers. 


Emma Goldman came too late to hear the lect- 
ure, but ‘took the opportunity to say that, as an 
Anarchist, she was opposed to violence. She de- 
plored the assassination of McKinley, and said 
that if the people want to do away with assassins 
they must change the conditicns which produce 
murderers. 

Mr. Slensby complained that there was too 
much law in the world. He claimed to be an in- 
dividualist and advised the friends of liberty to 
drop the obnoxious word Anarchy. 

Mr. Rinn was on the warpath. He had no pa- 
tlence with Anarchy, and was in favor of liberty 
protected by law. , 

A young man belonging to the Philistine trike 
amused the audience by saying that Freethinkers 
and Anarchists cannot control their own minds; 
that if he did not think at all he at least shought 
in the right line, and that he would rather have 
other people think for him than have a wird of 
his own that would lead him to Emma Goldman’s 
conclusions. He was horrified at some of the 
Liberal Club speeches, but was grateful to God 
for the existence of such good men as Messrs. 
Pierce, Perrin, and Rinn. = 

Mr. Cooper characterized the assassinaticn of 
McKinley as a horrible crime of the most mis- 
chievous nature, but insisted that the Anarchists 
were not responsible for it. He quoted Paine and 
Jefferson in support of his anarchistic views. 

Mr. Pierce, in his reply, maintained that the 
evil of crowding cannot be remedied by Anarchy. 
He believed in redressing abuses, and in revolu- 
tions when necessary, but, to him, revolution was 
not Anarchy. Without law there would be a 
terrible inc:ease of crime, and those who do not 
want the protection of law should get out of soci- 
ety. This last suggestion was, to some ¢xtent, 
acted upon by the large audience, governmental- 
ists as well as Anarchists, whe, as soon as Mr. 
Pierce concluded his remarks, got out of the ‘‘so- 
ciety ” of the Liberal Club and went to their re- 
spective homes. 

This week Mr. Stephen T. Byington, who is an 
avowed champion of individual autonomy and at 
the same time a professed believer in orthodox 
Christianity, will lecture on ‘‘ Missions and Mis- 
sionaries.” This is a timely subject, in considera- 
tion of the recent unpleasantness in China, and 
the meeting will no doubt be of great interest. 


The school council of Cleveland, Ohio, made 
the Lord’s Prayer and the reading of the Ten Com- 
mandments and the twenty-third Psalm obliga- 
tory in all the schools, an act which was held up 
as a precursor of a general return to the use of 
the Bible in the’public schools. ` But opposition 
to the rule was led by the Hebrews of the city, 
who quietly used all the old arguments against the 
introduction of religious forms of teaching in the 
public schools. Many teachers in the public 
schools of Cleveland are Hebrews, and the rule 
made it necessary for these believers in Judaism 
to teach a Christian prayer to Hebrew children. 
The school council has now countermanded this 
order, which has proved a boomerang, for there 
were formerly teachers who voluntarily repeated 
the Lord’s prayer at the opening of school, some 
adding the reading of the commandments and a 
psalm, and these must now discontinue the prac- 


tice. It was an instance where piosity over- 
reached itself. 


Dac gs f 

An advertisement recently printed in the Eng- 
lish Churchman, a London paper, makes the 
statement that “the laté President McKinley be- 
fore his death issued a terrible exposure of the in- 
iquities of Rome, and kindly sent copies of it to 
the Nitional Protestant Federation.” The Prot- 
estant Federation offers the Exposure for sale at 
a shilling a copy. President McKinley was a 
Methodist; and while characterizing the story as 
“probably a canard,” the Christian Advocate, 
Methodist, says: ‘‘ President McKinley in his 
early life possibly may have written something 
upon the subject, but if for no other reason than 
common prudence he has done nothing of the 
kind since he thonght of entering politics.” Now 
that Mr. McKinley is out of politics, it could do 
no harm to his prospects if what he may possibly 
have said about the Catholic church were repub- 
lished, and we hope to see it. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Readers desirous of Pinea tas. J with 
the writers of the letters in this depart- 
ment may address them in care of The 
Truth Seeker, 28 Lafayette Place, New 
York, N. Y., and the letters will be 
readaressed ind forwarded, 


Clergy a Bloodthirsty Class. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

It is evident that we need ten thousand 
Robert G. Ingersolls and ten thousand 
modern Patrick Henrys. We need greater 
liberty and more justice. We find clergy- 
men to be bigots, and of the dangerous, 
bloodthirsty class, if we judge them by 
their recently-published remarks. We need 
a liberal-minded man or woman to be the 
chief of every department, menand women 
who will not follow an evil system of curs- 
ing and thinking because our ancestors fol- 
lowed it since the time of Moses. We 
should not follow the teachings of any 
man-made God when our reason shows us 
taat it is evil or not good for the human in- 
dividual or family or society. 

I am glad of the offer of The Truth 
Sseker to The Press-Writers. We need 
public discussion on many subjects, so we 
may have right living and right thinking 
on this earth. I am more concerned for 
my life on this earth than I am about my 
soul’s condition after death, yet at times 
my mind rebels at the laws of man, though 
my mind controls my body to observe the 
law that thousands and tens of thousands 
despise and disobey. , 

I regard them as better soldiers than I 
am, yet I keep my freedom to defend them 
and to break down the old and evil cus- 
toms and laws. Let us push on by helping 
The Truth Seeker with a subscription. 
Yours very truly, A. F. HILL. 

Boston, Mass. 


A Respectful Suggestion. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker, 

I respectfully suggest that the individu- 
als who are now crying loudly for the en- 
actment of repressive laws to suppressthe 
Anarchists should first study their litera- 
ture, in order that they may discover that 
there is no call for this bloodthirsty cry of 
extermination that is being so pitilessly 
urged against uncffending men, women, 
and children, Itis true Anarchy aims to 
abolish government, not by killirg rulers, 
but by developing the thought in the minds 
of men that government is not necessary; 
that there is room enough on earth for 
men to dwellin peace and plenty without 
standing armies, police, jails, and scaffolds. 
The Anarchist propaganda is not a mes- 
sage of blood, but of peace; it appeals to 
reason, tohuman sympathy. Study their 
literature, and it will be found that there is 
no connectzon betweenCzolgosz’s act andthe 
philosophy of Anarchy. It iscruel and in- 
human to hold all Anarchists responsible 
for the act of one of their number. The 
slayer of Garfield claimed he had a mission 
from God to kill the President, but did the 
world at large hold Christianity responsi- 
ble for that bloody act? No. Yet it is 
common for Christian men and women to 
declare they are doing God’s work. The 
upholders of government cannot kill the 
ideal of Anarchy by hanging its teachers or 
by persecuting its adherents. If thetheory 
of Anarchy has no rational basis, reason is 
the only weapon that will demolish it. 
Likewise with government, force can never 
destroy it; only the power of humanthought, 
which has slowly demolished the false 
dogmas of the past, can makea breach in 
the wall of the government. Humanity 
has nothing to fear from the development 
of the mind. Laws are the creations of 
fallible men. Therefore there is nothing 
sacred about the law that one should fear 
to criticise or investigate. If a law will 
not bear criticism then there is something 
wrong about that law. 

In conclusion, I would like to ask how 
many of your readers know that the author 
of the Declaration of Independence was an 
Anarchist. He found it impracticable to 
adopt the highest and best in the science 
of human government at that time. The 
world of mankind was not yet ripe for the 
highest and best. Anarchy as defined by 
the Century Dictionary is: ‘tA social the- 
ory which regards the union of order with 


the absence of all direct government of 
man by man as the political ideal; abso- 
lute individual liberty.’’ Jefferson’s great 
maxim was, "That government is best 
which governs least,’’ but the privileged 
classes—the political leaders, the clergy 
and the lawyers—have taken good care to 
make it impracticable if not impossible. 
Gro. B. WHEELER: 
Chicago, Ill, Oct. 14, E. M. 301. 


The Plan Rejected. 


Yo the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 
Priests and parsons rant and tell 
Of a seething, burning hell, 
By a righteous God created 
To burn forever unabated ; 
Every soul that has denied 
The God in Christ the crucified, 
Or set aside as unbelieved 
The myth—a virgin once conceived 
By union with the Holy Ghost. 
And bore a son to the God of Hosts ; 
A buman form, with flesh and blood, 
With all the attributes of God, 
To whom all power on earth is given 
To damn in hell or save in heaver; 
In hell where doubters plead and cry 
For death's relief, but cannot die. 
Believe this myth or else be crammed 
In hell to suffer with the damned. 
A fate like that would God decry ; 
That God is cruel we deny; 
A torturous hell, bv priest proclaimed, 
Was not by a just God ordained, 
Nor would a gracious God create 
A soul to suffer such a fate. 
If God there be, that God is just; 
In such a God alone we trust. 
But for a God of fiendish hate 
We have no love, but reprobate. 
For tbus proclaiming. if I’m thrust 
In hell to suffer, then I must 
Abjure the author of a fate 
That dispels love with cruel hate. 


Daybreak in Sight. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

It is the early morn, the morn of reason. 
The dawn of a brighter day, an intellec- 
tual day. The beginning of a new era, an 
era of common seuse. Superstition has 
ruled in the past andruined in the ruling. 
It has been the spider in the dumpling of 
civilization, the clog in the wheel of prog- 
ress. Allscientific research has been made 
in spite of and not in accordance with re- 
ligion. 

Its every step has been rade at the €x- 
pense of dogma; at every stride the life 
has been crushed out cf creed. The priest- 
hood stand dumfovrded tpon the verge 
of an ever-flowing crater of buman knowl- 
edge, a fountain of revealed trett. Tiiib 
that will not ¢quare with n yis cf Metes, 
nor the ‘‘gospels” of *‘sairts.’’ Hail to 
the new dawn! Hailtothe rosy morn! The 
orb of day emerging from the sea of dark- 
ness. Intelligence moving out of the 
shadow of mental depression. The era of 
glorious Truth! The period of emancipa- 
tion from the iron shackles of ignorance. 
The laying aside of bald assertion. The 
blight of ignorance, like a dark pall which 
has seemed impenetrable,is at last drifting. 
The bleak fog is lifting before the soft 
winds of Hope. The gentle zephyrs of 
inspiration are fanning our pallid cheeks 
tothe glow of health. The hue of life is 
beaming in the countenance of the real man. 
Joy exchanged for sorrow, gladness for 
mourning. Behind us is wailing and woe; 
before is the promise of real life and hope, 
hope in mankind. Trust in mankind; all 
responsibility is in man, and man is re- 
sponsible to himself. No God is responsi- 
ble for orto man. No man is responsible 
for or to God. The relationship is non- 
existent. A free agent is not a bound ser- 
vant. Slavery is slavery in any guise. If 
a man were but the puppet of God, then 
man could have no freedom, and therefore 
no responsibility. Conscience is man’s 
only guide, a limited guide, but his cnly 
pilot, but safe enough if he follows its dic- 
tation. All new things are picblems to be 
solved. The mystery of yesteiday is the 
revealed page of to-morrow. This is en- 
lightenment. This is education. 

A creed is a hedge put around intellect, 
a limit to knowledge. Why should one 
think within a given circle? Why say to 
an idea: ‘‘Expand not?” Why confine 
mental sight? Itis no crime to learn. A 
creed is a dark cell in which one places his 
own ideas voluntarily, shuts the door, locks 
it, and hands over the keys to the priest to 
hold. Duress is not for the freeman, Lib- 
erty to think and act is the inheritance of 


man bestowed by Nature. Hold the prec- 
ious gift as a valued heirloc m. 
Baltimore, Md. Jonn F., CLARKE. 


Inadequately Informed. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker” 

That great journal, the American Isra- 
elite, very correctly objects to the phrase, 
‘Christian fortitude,” used by President 
Roosevelt in his first official utterance, and 
in an able editorial says: ‘‘The Constitu- 
tion specially forbids taking cognizance of 
any religion, and although the President 
has not very violently fractured that docu- 
ment, yet there are many who think he did 
not observe its spirit inthe utterance re- 
ferred to.” 

Mr. RooSevelt has on other occasions 
shown that he is not abreast with the 
beneficent spirit of the age. His bitter and 
indefensible attack on Thomas Paine indi- 
cates that he is inadequately informed of 
the character of that great patriot and 
writer. Mr. Roosevelt, if he is fairly in- 
formed, should know that Jefferson de- 
nounced the traditionalist cult—said that 
priests and commentators had defaced and 
misconstrued the simple ethical teachings 
of the Son of Man. The man with but a 
moderate knowledge of the history of this 


| Republic knows that Washington declared 


that this nation was not a Christian or 
Mohammedan one. Many years ago that 
distinguished scholar, Prof. Max Muller, 
declared, ‘‘ Those who know but one relig- 
ion know none.” It seems scarcely possi- 
ble that any broad-minded scholar or even 
a tolerably well-informed person should 
commit so lamentable a mistake as is al- 
leged of the President of this great Repub- 
lic. The country described in the words of 
Charles Sumner—‘‘t Noble and puissant na- 
tion purged of every stain, an example of 
honor, justice, peace, and freedcm to the 
nations of the earth,” should have a true 
exponent of its fundamental law. 
Wauseon, O. JEFFERSONIAN. 


Concerning a Blustering Blatherskite. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I have been a reader of the Blue Grass 
Blade for the past three or four months— 
and, by the way, it has been sent to my ad- 
dress unsolicited —and I have noted with 
considerable disgust the attacks made by 
its editor and some correspondents upon 
yourself and Tte Truth Seeker; but I 
made up my mird long ago tbat tre Blue 
Grass Blade was tco much cn the bluster ; 
lacked a proper appreciation of justice, ard 
was but little goodto tre averege Fice- 
thought reader. It blinds the unwary for 
a short time, but in the end it must expose 
itself. 

The Truth Seeker I like better than I 
used, and can assure you as an old reader 
that whatever may happen to it the Blue 
Grass Blade can never take its place asa 
Freethought journal. The editor of that 
sheet is too much of a blatherskite. 

I will go you ‘‘halves” on that proposi- 
tion of yours to that banker in Iowa. Itis 
to be hoped that he is a better judge of 
banking than he of human nature. Re- 
spectfully yours, J. W. G. MERRITT. 

Washington. 


Mr. Morse Home Again. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

After an absence of five years, during 
which time I have visited South Africa, 
England, and New Yerk, I am again at 
home. The Liberal element is still strong 
in Port Angeles. We have five school 
houses and thirteen teachers, and have 
only four churches, At the school election 
last May the Liberals won a complete vic- 
tory, electing their director and clerk. 
There isnot much aggressive Freethought 
work being done here now, but the Liber- 
als are living insuch a manner as to gain 
the respect of all who know them. 

In case of sickness, Infidel women nurse 
the sick, while Christian women are at 
church or prayer meeting. I heard the 
remark made of one, ‘‘ Whata good woman 
she is! It’s too bad she don’t belong to 
church.” ; 

I am now visiting with a model Free- 
thought family, consisting of Mr. Charles 
A. Wood, Mrs. Wood, three sons, and two 
daughters. This family believes in the 
motto, ‘‘It is better to rule by love than 
fear.” Mr. Wood says he never struck one 
of hischildren. There is no boss here, noris 


there any need of one, for each tries to €x- 
cel in the endeavor to please the others, or 
contribute to the pleasure of any one who 
is fortunate enough to be with them. I. 
have adopted a method of advertising The 
Truth Seeker that I think will increase its 
circulation. I have inserted this ad. inthe 
Port Angeles Democrat-Leader: 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE 


of a great reform journal: The New York 
Truth Seeker opens it columns to the pub- 
lic, for the discussion of all subjects which 
they may think to be the most important 
for the welfare of humanity. Address 
Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York city. 


If this proves to be of any benefit to The 
Truth SeekerI will puta similar ad. in 


other papers. I am glad the Press-Writers 
are increasing in numbers and power; 


they aremuch needed to elevate and purify 


the public press, 
Port Angeles, Wash. 


FRANK MORSE, | 


Agents and Principals. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Since I last wrote you God in his prov- 
idence has seen fit to permit the removal of 
our President. Some say that his slayer 
struck not at the man, but at the govern- 
ment of which he was the chief agent; but 
if this be so, will not the act of the state of 
New York on October 28 in striking God’s 
chief agent dead be a blow aimed at God 
instead of at his agent? If God would pro- 
tect his agent in this matter, could that 
electrocution take place? We are told that 
God holds the lightning in his hand; so 
does New York, but can it be that she is 
mightier than God, who evidently would 
let that man live longer if she would con- 
sent? Lest these suggestions should be 
imputed to a Freethought source, will you 
allow me to quote a Nashville, Tenn., 
item ? 


“Was the Assassination of President Mc- 
Kinley the Will of God?’ This was the 
subject of a sensational sermon delivered 
to-night by the Rev. C. C. Cline, pastor of 
one of the leading congregations of the 
city. He said the death was the will of 
God, as has been the displacement of four 
kings and rulers in the Bible times, and the 
assassination of Lincoln and Garfield. 

He declared God was jealous of the poor 
and oppressed, and that President McKin-. 
ley was a commercial President, harborirg 
the corporatiors to the detriment of the 
masses. McKinley was weighed by Ged 
and found wanting. ‘‘ He was abnoimally 
a financial President—the best servant the 
corporations ever had in the White Hcuse. 
There is no use hanging Anarchists. Go 
to the hotbed of anarchy—plutccreacy. 
Give the masses legislaticn, ard not tbe 
few who work the masses.’’ 


The Rev. Cline declared the President 
was controlled by corporate influences, and 
spoke in a sensational manner of his alleged 
friendship for Catholics. He said: 


“Roosevelt steps in without ccmplica 
tions or obligatio1s to tke Cattolic icrce 
We have an untrammeled President rew 
except for the one promise that be wil 
carry out McKinley’s policies. I regret it.’ 


The Rev. Cline isa man of high stand- 
ing. and his sermon will doubtless cause a 
sensation. BIERSTEIN, 


Death of Nathaniel Littie. 
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

I now open the wrapper of the issue of 
October r2, in place of one who can no 
more do the task always so pleasing to 
him. My father, Nathaniel Little of New- 
bury, Mass., received the prospectus of 
The Truth Seeker, then its first number, 
and few succeeding but were opened by 
him and read first. This last, reaching us 
earlier than its date, while yet he was with 
us, remained closed, as in the early morn- 
ing of October ro he went away 


With such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the bound- 
less deep 
Turns again home. 


It was closed while on Sunday afternoon 
many neighbors, friends, employees, gath- 
ered to once more look on the face of one 
whom they had full cause to honor, and to 
listen to a part of ‘‘ The Declaration of the 
Free” in the magnificent delivery of L. K. 
Washburn, who afterward gave a dis- 
course, which, considering the meagre 
sources at his command of knowledge of 
the personality of him for whom in this our 
last privilege of action we endeavored to 
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sp2ak and act “in spirit and truth,” was a 
gem of rare setting. 

May The Truth Seeker, my father’s be- 
loved paper, endure to the length of days 
vouchsafed him, broadening and deepen- 
ing its work, recognizing the truth in paths 
others than the one in which his eyes were 
Searching, and where he many times 
“fought the good fight ” of truth with the 
weapons of honest doubt and reason. 

ALICE ARCHER LITTLE. 


Twenty-two Years More. 

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 

Inclosed find $3 to pay for The Truth 
Seeker for one year. lam so poor that I 
can hardly afford to take a paper, but I in- 
tend to read The Truth Seeker as long as I 
live, which I expect to be 22 years from the 
18th of last August, which was my 78th 
birthday. I am living half a mile from my 
nearest neighbor, in the woods in a small 
house that I built at the cost of twenty-five 
dollars, I have contracted for neatly 400 
acres of wild land at five dollars an acre. 
My object in buying so much is to help 
those who have no homes of their own to 
stop paying rent. I will sell any vegetarian 
one, two, or three acres of wild land at five 
dolars an acre and take pay in work, and 
if the purchaser wishes he can do the work 
on Sundays and take the whole year to pay 
for the first acre, or three years if he pur- 
chases three acres, Anyone who is not too 
lazy to work can easily pay for three acres 
in one year, clear it ready for cultivation, 
and build a comfortable plain house. Then 
good-by to paying rent and buying fuel, 
which are the hardest expense for living in 
the city. All that fuel costs here is the 
chopping or sawing it. I would be glad to 
supply a hundred families with all the 
wood they needed if they would cut it, as 
it would help me to clear the land of that 
which I am burning to get out of the way. 

This is a very healthy locality. The 
water is good from many never-failing 
springs. Wild fruit is abundant, and only 
costs toe gathering. Hundreds ot bushels 
rot on the vines and trees for the want of 
pickers. Chestnuts are plenty. There are 
not less than a thousand nut-bearing trees 
onmy land. I would like to get settlers 
with children, so that we could have a 
school here, as it is over a mile to the near- 
est school. Let anyone who wishes to buy 
a little land write to me, and | will giveall 
needed information. Fraternally, 

Red House, N. Y. A. H. FRANK. 


Loyal. 


To the Editor of The Truth Seeker. 
Please find inclosed two dollars to set 
my tab ahead for the grand old Truth 
Seeker. It is evident 1 shall not need it 
long, but while I live I must have it. 
Allow me to say that I have nothing but 
the profoundest respect for the integrity 
and honesty of cur president, E. M. 
Macdonald; also our worthy secretary, E. 
C. Reichwald. Yours most respectfully, 
Ohio. Tuomas C. HEIGHTON, 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line (seven words to line) 
Per [NCR ooo. 5 ccc ssecvccvccceses 
One-fourth colum n (34 1aches 
One-half column (7 inches).... 


Three.fourth column (to inches) TT AT 6 50 
One column (14 inches).....-.s.s.esssseoreeense 8.50 


On advertisements to run three months and 
over special terms will be given cn application 
Terms, cash with copy. The circulation of The 
Truth Seeker is a general one, all over this 
country and to Europe and the East,and any one 
having a shipping business of any sort will find 
ita profitable medium. 


History of the| % 
Intellectual || 10N 
Developmen t| W 
of Europe. DRAPER 


2 volumes. 896 pages. 12mo, $3; half seal 
$4.50; half calf, $6.50. 


All the latest researches in history, all the 
most recent discoveries in the realms of geology, 
mechanical science, and language, every minute 
particular that can “ie pes or illustrate the gen- 
eral progress of all European races, from the 
most primitive ages, are accurately and copi- 
ously detailed in their several] relations, Nor is 
the author without such an art of representa- 
tion as can render a book not only such as we 
ought to read, but also such as we like to read.— 
Westminster Review. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


APAINE PICTURE 


FOR FRAMING. 
From the SHARP ENGRAVING 
of the ROMNEY PORTRAI1 


MONCURE D. CONWAY says; 

“I have seen in G. J. Holyoake’s 
library [Brighton, Eng.]a proof of the 
large [Sharp] engraving, with an in 
scription onthe back by Thomas Paine 
who presented it to Rickman. It is 
THE ENGLISH PAINE, IN ALL HIS 
VIGOR.” 


Our picture is the same engraving 
mentioned by Dr. Conway. The 
features of the man he calls “the 
English Paine, in all his vigor,” 
stand out with marvelous clearness 
from the proofs. It is almost a resur- 
rection. No admirer of Paine can 
look on this picture without a feel- 


ing of thankfuiness that the shadow 
of himself which Paine pronounced 
good and presented to his friend 
Rickman has more than one hundred 
years afterwards returned to displace 
the caricatures and recopied like- 
nesses that have heretofore done duty 
as his portraits. 


Oval 8x10 inches. Printed on the fine. 
and heaviest paper 16x20 inches, 
Mailed, postpaid, -= = = 50cts 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
a8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A Vision 
of War 


By COL. R. G. INGERSOLL 


with 


13 Colored Lithograph Plates 


Tied wththe National Colors 
By H. A. OGDEN. 


THE WHOLE OF THE VISION, WITH 
ITS GRAND AND PATHETIC PAS- 
SAGES, EFFECTIVELY PICTURED BY 
THE AR IST. 

AS A FRIENDLY GIFT NOTHING CAN 
SURPASS IN BEAUTY AND AP- 
PROPRIATENESS THESE ILLUMIN- 
ATED PLATES. THE COST OF ALL 
IS NOT ABOVE THE WORTH OF EACH. 


Sent postpaid, complete, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CC 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yor 


The story 


OF THE 


Nineteenth Century, 


By Henry Smith Williams. 


Profusely illustrated. Crown 8vo. $2.50 


As its name implies, this volume touches upon 
all the important branches of science, explaining 
heir most complex developments in a manner 
that, while being thorough, is within the com- 
prehension of the average layman. It not only 
brings one up to date in all the marvels of elec- 
tricity, medical and physical science, and natura 
phenomena, butit gives us an inkling of how the 
savants were led to experiment, and adds most 
interesting sketches of the men who have made 
themselves famous by their researches. It is as 
interesting as a novel, and is profusely illus- 
trated, containing over one hundred beautifully 
executed pictures. 

It gives us the century’s progress in Astrono- 
my, Paleontology, Geology, Meteorology, Phys: 
ics, Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy, and Physiol- 
gy, Scientific Medicire, Experimental Psychol- 
egy, and considers son.t unsolved scientific prob 
n; cc om the standpoint of the Agnostic in 
science, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Teachings of Jesus 


Not Adapted to Modern Civilization, 
With the True Character of Mary Magdalen 


By George W. Brown, M.D. 
Re vised and Enlarged Edition. 
For sale at this office. 


Price, r5 cent 


INGERSOLL ® AS ® HE &IS. 


The Truth About the Life, Works, and Character of COL. R. G. INGER 
SOLL with 

; A refutation of the baseless and false calumnies, libels, and slanders invented and 

circulated by the clergy of the United States and elsewhere. The work covers the career 


of Colonel Ingersoll in WAR, POLITICS, AND PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE. 
It disproves all the statements contained in the slanders of his clerical vilifiers. 


x*x Compiled with the approval and assistance of the family of Colonel Ingersoll. 


196 pp. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents. 


RICHARDS’ BUST OF PAINE 


- David Richards, the sculptor, who died 
in the summer of 18,8, executed many well- 
known works in marble. A few years ago 
he made a statuette of Paineof which but a 
few casts were taken, one of them being 
preserved and highly prized by Colonel 
Ingersoll. 

This BUST OF PAINE was made asa 
model for a large statue to be erected as a 
national monument to Paine. Mr. Rich- 
ards possessed a death-mask of Paine, 
which with the paintings in existence en- 
abled him to produce an accurate likeness 
of Paine, and his genius as a sculptor has 
given us a most spirited and graceful work. 

These busts are finished in imitation 
ivory and imitation bronze, They are fif- 
teen inches high and ten inches wide. We 
have put upon them the very low price of 
$3, the purchaser paying expressage. We 
box them free and deliver to express com- 
panies. 

When ordering please say which finish 
(ivory or bronze) is desired. 


Ernst Haeckel’s Latest Book. 


The Riddle of the Universe 
At the Close of the Nineteenth Century 


WITH PORK1TRAI1 CF THE AUTHOR. 


CONTENTS. 


Psychic Građations, 

‘Lhe Embiyology ot the Soul, 
The Phylogeny of the Soul, 
Consciousness, 

The Immortality of the Soul, 
The Law of Substance, 

The Evolution ot the World, 
The Unity of Nature, 


Author’s Preface, 
Translator’s Preface, 

The Nature of the Problem, 
Our Bodily Frame, 

Our Lite, 

Our Embryonic Development, 
The History of Our Species, 
The Nature of the Soul, 


God and the World, 

Knowledge ana Belief, 

Scierce and Christianity, 

Our Monistic Religion, 

Our Monisiic Ethics, 

Solution of the World-Problems, 
Conclusion, 

Index. 


probably his last great work, is asupreme and masterly effort. 
Price, $1.50 Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Now Ready. Fifth Edition. 


HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


To the Year 200. 
BY CHARLES B. WAITE, A.M. 


The author has made a thorough and careful revision for the Fifth Edition. Hav 
ing passed safely through the ordeal of adverse criticism, the book will undergo new 
changes of consequence in the text. As a history it will stand as it was written. 

The value of the work will, however, be enhanced by the addition of much new 
matter in the Appendix. i 

Among the additional articles in the Appendixis a dissertation on the Essenes, dis- 
cussing the probability of Jesus having belonged to that sect. Also articles on the Zeal- 
ots, and the Inquisition. ‘The theory that the Inquisition was first established in the mid- 
dle ages, about the r2th century, is shown to be without foundation. On the contrary, it 
is traced back to the days of Jerome and Augustine, and is proved to have had its foun- 
dation in the teachings of Paul and in the reported sayings of Jesus. In factitis shown 
hat the Inquisition was a legitimate institution of the Christian religion. 

The work has received the indorsement of eminent scholars in this country and 
Europe; among whom may be mentioned Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the late Dr. Samuel 
Davidson of London, and the late Prof. Gustav Volkmar of Zurich. 

This isan octavo volume of about 600 pages, printed on fine calendered paper, 
tom large and elegant type, and handsomely bound. 


Price, cloth, postpaid, $2.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., %8 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by MISS SUSAN H. WIXON, 
Fall River, Mass. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s oceupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour,” 


Live for To-day. 


Don't tell me of to-morrow! 

Give me the man who’ll say, 
Whene’er a good deed’s to be done, 
“ Let’s do the deed to-day.” 

We may all command the present 

‘If we act and never wait; 

But repentance is the phantom 

Of the past that comes too late. 


Don’t tell me of to-morrow ! 
There’s much to do to-day 
That can never be accomplished 
If we throw the hours away. 
Every moment has its duty. 
Who the future can foretell ? 
Then why put off till to-morrow 
What to-day can do as well? 
—Selected. 


ee 


The Mind of a Child. 


By far the most interesting age at which 
to watch a child develop is that between 
the years of two and six. Inasmuch as 

“this is just the kindergarten age the kin- 
dergarten teacher has a rare privilege. 
How they do ask questions! To an adult, 
the world and life present many problems 
for consideration, but to the child, every 
new phase of things comes as a riddle and 
a mystery. What wonder, then, if his 
whole being is one big interminable ques- 
tion, and his tongue a vitalized interroga- 
tion point? No one within range is exempt 
from the fire of his queries. ‘Mamma, 
what makes the fire burn?’’ ‘‘ Papa, where 
does the wind go?” ‘‘Aunty, who brings 
the little babies?’ Most of all must the 
teacher stand and deliver. He expects re- 
plies from her that shall be immediate and 
satisfactory, and consequently his respect 
for her superior wisdom is often as embar- 
rassing asis flattering. 

We have a woolly black kitten which is 
the pet of all the circle. One day one little 
chap handled it so roughly that the cat 
rebelled and scratched the boy’s face. He 
came to tell me of it, ‘‘Well,’’ I said, “you 
hurtit. If you keep on, some day the cat 
will crateh your eyes out; and it will only 
serve you right.” 

The little monkey knew that I was fond 
of him, so he said: ‘‘ Would you be sorry if 
Tim scratched my eyes out?” 

“Not if you had tortured him. It would 
Only serve little boys right who had been 
cruel.” 

He was thoughtful for awhile, and then 
concluded: ‘Well, you might say that at 
first, but I bet you’d be sorry the next 
day.” i 

No more can you coerce a child’s affec- 
tions. He likes those whom he likes, ‘‘and 
there’s an end on’t.’’ He takes us into his 
confidence only upon condition that we are 
worthy of it. He tells us just as plainly of 
our faults as of our virtues, for the thing 
that no child readily learns is why he may 
express his likes but not his dislikes. Not 
only does this hold true of people, but of 
things and principles as well. A thought- 
ful six-year-old, upon returning one day 
from Sunday-school, where I had been her 
teacher, startled her mother by asking, 
apropos of nothing: 

‘Mamma, which do you love most, me 
or God?’’ 

Almost every one can remember the 
strange mistakes they made as children in 
misunderstanding words and phrases. Wit- 
ness a child’s parody of a passage from 
Ezekiel: ‘‘Behold an injun (angel) came 
down from New Haven (heaven) and took 
a live colt (coal) from the halter (altar).’’ 

- I recall my own early version of the first 
line of the Lord’s prayer: ‘‘ Our father who 
arein heaven, hallo, what be thy name?” 
On a parallel with both of these was the 
mistake of a youngster who was using the 
word ‘‘hang ’’ as though to make a byword 
of it. “Hang the rainy weather!” “Hang 
George Grey! He ate my candy,” etc. 
When I reproved him he said: ‘‘ Well, the 
minister says it.’ When I expressed some 
doubt, Tommy explained: ‘‘ He stands up 
every Sunday and says, ‘Hang the law 


pro 


and the prophets One afternoon I 
taught a class of six small boys in Sunday- 
school The lesson was a chapter in St. 
Mark’s Gospel. The boys gave clcse at- 
tention to the stories of the miracles, and 
were all eyes and ears—tbat is, all except 
one little chap. He was silent, but he 
squirmed and wriggled and showed plainly 
how much he was bored. Finally, when I 
came to the expression, "' He kealed many 
that were sick of divers diseases,’’ he could 
not stand it any longer, but broke out 
with: ‘‘ Huh! Divers’ bells hadn’t been in- 
vented in those days. so there weren’t any 
divers. Could there have been divers’ 
diseases? I guess nit!’’ 

There was a little fellow who was curi- 
ous to know, “What is that thing inside 
that tells me what to do and what rot to 
do?” I explained that it washis conscience. 
and that conscience was ‘‘ Gcd speéking in 
us?’ A week later he was caught on his 
way to school beating a smaller boy un- 
mercifully. He was brought before me, 
and I took him to task for it. 

‘* Were you beating Jack?” I said. 

Instead of denying, he acmitted frankly, 
“Yes.” 

“But why did you do such a naughty 
thing?” 

He rehearsed our conversation of the 
week before, and then explained, ‘‘He 
wanted my ball, and Gcd inside of me told 
me to hit him.’’—Hanrab Williston. 

OT 
The Man Who Won. 
He kept his soul unspotted 

As he went upon his way, 

And he tried to do some service 

For the people day by day; 

He had time to cheer the doubter 

Who complained that hope was dead; 
He had time to help the cripple 

When the way was rough ahead; 

He had time to guard the orphan, and, one 
day, well satisfied 
With the talents that were given him, he 
__ Closed his eyes and died. _ 
He had time to see the beauty 
That the earth spread all around; 
He had time to hear the music 
In the shells the children found; 
He had time to keep repeating, 
As he bravely worked away: . 
‘It is splendid to be living 

In the splendid world to-day !’’ 

But the crowds—the crowds that hurry 

After golden prizes—said 
That he hever had succeeded, 

When the clods lay o’er his head— 

He had dreamed—‘' He was a failure,” 
they compassionately sighed, 
For the man had little money in his pockets 
when he died. 
—Chicago Record-Herald. 


Se Se ee 
Mixed, But in Earnest. 


A negro recruit and the cfficer of the day 
figure in the following little story frcm the 
Philippines, written bce by a Kentucky 
volunteer : 

“A negro recruit on outpost duty, who 
had been filled with stories of the Filipinos’ 
torture of captured American soldiers, had 
let his mind run on them until his terror 
caused him to get his orders for the day into 
a pretty bad mess. At midnight the officer 
of the day went the rounds. When he 
struck this ‘rooky’ he was challenged by 
a scared negro, 

‘** Halt, dah; who’s dat??’ 

‘‘The answer was ‘ Officer of the day.’ 

“ Again the sentry sung out, ‘ Halt, dah 
who’s dat ?’ N 

“The officer then asked him, What in 
Sand Hill was the matter? Why didn’t he 
know his orders? The negro said ‘I does 
know mah orders.’ . 

‘** Well, what are they?’ asked the off- 
cer, and to his surprise the answer came 
back: 

“De sargin done tole me to halt you 
three times ard den shoot you.’ And with 
that he cocked his rifle. 

“You should have seen that officer sprint 
foratree. From there he used the only 
argument of any avail with a coon. He 
cussed him so hard that the negro forgot 
all about shooting him. Half an hour later 
the officer was able to come out from his 
hiding-place and give his proper orders,’’— 


Louisville Courier-Journal. 
ee ee 


«To Find Your Way in the Woods.” 


Let the hour hand of your watch be 
pointed toward the sun, and halfway be- 
tween the hour hand and the twelve on the 
dial will be south. 


Secular Sunday=School Lessons, 
SECULAR COMMANDMENTS. 


Learn to do right, and help others to. 
Doing anything that harms ourselves or 
others is wrong. Search out causes and 
results, for wisdom to choose that which 
benefits. 

THE PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION. 

Some of the mottoes on the buildings: 

‘* Knowledge begins in woncer.”’ 

“ All are needed by each other.” 

‘Speak to the earth, and it shall teach 
thee,” 

“ The weakest among us has a gift.” 

“What a piece of work is man.” 

“ Freedom is but the first lesson in self- 
government.” 


“ A free state exists only in the virtue of 


the citizens.” _ ` 
“Between nation and nation, as ‘be- 
tween man and man, lives the one law of 
right.” 
‘“ Who gives wisely builds manhood and 
the state.” 


The Exposition covers 350 acres in the 
northern part of Buffalo. The Electric 
Tower is the tallest building, 409 feet high. 
Each side of it are the main buildings, 
then smaller ones, extending in a great 
circle, to inclose the large, cpen place 
called the Esplanade, where processions 
are reviewed, and between the Esplanade 
and the Tower are many fountains, stat- 
ues, and vases, called the Court of Foun- 
tains. 

In the night all this circle of huge build- 
ings, crowned with domes and towers, are 
a blaze of electric lights, like a huge fairy 
city against a midnight sky. Think of that 
beautiful Tower as composed of 20,000 
huge stars. 

In the daytime these buildings are a 
beautiful blending of soft hues, cream and 
pink, with pale-blue domes. Beyond de- 
scription are the statuary, lofty pillars, 
arches, and ornamental carving. 

Outside that circle on one side are 
State buildings, art gallery, and the Sta- 
dium, a huge open-air theatre, where 12,- 
ooo people can watch the races, games, 
balloon ascensions, etc. 

On the other side is the Midway, which 
is a variety street, crowded both sides 
with theatrical shows, restaurants, shops, 
Ferris-wheel, menagerie, and scenes of 
how the people live in the Philippines, 
Mexico, Cairo, Germany, Japan, an Indian 
village, a Negro plantation, etc., but you 
Nave to pay to visit each. In the evening 
the street is a Babel. 

Inside the great buildings, far up, we 
see beyond the cloth festoonings, the 
network of rafters, which shows that all 
these great buildings are of wood, covered 
outside with plaster, resembling vast, solid 
stone masonry, pillars, etc. This was suit- 
able, because the buildings are all to be 
removed when the Exposition is through, 
November r. 

The floors were divided into spaces, ro, 
20, or more feet square ; each exhibitor 
built on his space corner-posts and canopy, 
as ornamental and unlike as possible, 
and filled in sides and counter with his 
goods. Think of fifty such little stores in 
one building, all exhibiting different 
goods. Here is fur-clothing, there silver- 
ware, yonder a new food, there men mak- 
ing nice shoes by machinery, here a silk- 
loom weaving gay-pictured ribbons. 

Fruits and flowers are in another huge 
building. Another is all electrical ma- 
chines. One is all pictures and statuary. 
Another is farming implements. The 
Temple of Music is for band concerts 
and speeches. Flower beds are plenty. 
On the canal and lakes’ float gon- 
dolas, canoes, and boats. There are 
beautiful fireworks every other evening, 
band-concerts and processions most every 
day; and every day many thousand people 
come to see this vast show. 


Who are benefited by Expositions and | 


Fairs? How? 
FOR PUBLISHING THESE LESSONS. 


I have received $11 toward having the 
Secular Sunday-school Lessons printed in 
tract form, and $2 more promised, besides 
what I pledged myself. 

M. A. Kelley of Chicago promised to give 
$ro to start the publication, if nine others 
would give $10 each. 

For distribution and use, the lessons 
must be pajnted in tract form, and $50 must 


be subscribed before the publication can be 
begun. Each who gives $1 will receive 
ten copies every week for a year. Who will 
help? 

Instead of the Secular Sunday-school 
Committee, I propose that ALL, hereafter, 
be considered members of the Secular Sun- 
day Union who help in any way in building 
up something better than Christianity to 
take its place on Sunday; that is, editors, 
publishers, and writers of Secular Sunday- 
school lessons, or Sunday lectures, and all 
who subscribe for lectures, and all mem 
bers of Secular Sunday-schools and Sun 
day meetings. 

ELrızA Mowry BLIVEN. 

Brooklyn, Conn. 


An English Club Woman’s Story. 


Three little boys were together, and their 
childish talk finally drifted to the questicn 
of where they were born. One little boy 
said: 

‘*T know where I was born. I was born 
at 38 Washington street, and I know where 
the house is, too.” 

And one of the other little boys said: 

‘‘I know where I was born, too. It was 
at 50 Pennsylvania avenue, and I can take 
you right to the house.’’ 

‘The third little boy hesitated, and then 
finally said : 7 

‘‘I don’t know where I was born, tut I 
know when I was born. I know there 
wasn’t anybccy Lerne at the tine but me 
and grandma, ’cause mother was at the 
club.’’— Mis. Hugh Reed Griffin. 


Attractions at Proctor’s. 


Business at F. F. Proctor’s four theatres 
in New York is phenomenally big, and the 
season gives promise of being one of the 
most prosperous in Marager Prector’s long 
managerial career. This condition of af- 
fairs is directly brought about by the excel- 
lence of his attractions and the popular 
style of entertair ments provided. 

The Proctor Stock Co. continue to revive 
the best comedies, and the vaudeville num- 
bers presented between acts are drawn 
from the cream of the profession. An early 
revival of Joseph Arthur's celebrated ccm- 
edy drama, ‘‘ Blue Jeans,” will be an im- 
portant factor in Manager Proctor’s plans 
for the Autumn months. 

Sunday vaudeville concerts have been 
resumed at all Manager Proctor’s New 
York theatres, and the best American 
vaudeville talent will be employed for these 
popular entertainments. as well as for pre- 
sentation between acts of the comedies dur 
ing the week.— 4dv. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club meets every 
Friday evening at 8 o’clock in the German 
Masonic Temple, 220 East Fifteenth street, 
New York. Program: 


Oct. 25—‘‘Missions and Missionaries.” 
Stephen T. Byington. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
meets every Sunday at 3 P. M., in the Lon 
Island Business College Hall, South Eighth 
street, between Bedford and Driggs avenues: 


Oct. 27—*‘ Is Government Worth What It 
Costs?’ John S. Crosby. 


RIGHT LIVING. 


Ethics as Understood by a Stu- 
- dent of Science. 
By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Sixty Chapters. Price, $1. 


Considering from a rationalistic view point 
those fair humanities that make life worthy to be 
lived. It will help everybody, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Good Bocks at Low Prices 


The following booksare printed on good paper 
and well bound at the low price of 75 cents each, 

Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

Descent of Man, By Charles Darwin. 

Emerson's Essays. By Ralph Waldo Emerson 

First Principles. By Herbert Sponcer. 

Hypatia. By Charles Kingsley. 

Koran, Translated by George Sale. 

Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

Other Worlds than Ours. By Richard Proctor. 

Schopenhauer’s Essays. Translated by T. B 
Saunders. 


Talmud. Translated by H. Polano. $r. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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SE F- v 25,000 people to date 
Beat H We NOTIC ot Mazel 39h 


CURING THEMSELVES 
of such diseases as they have railed in with 
medicine. All accomplished through the teach- 
inga of my original system of SEL F-HYPNOT- 
IC CON ROL which also develops the Psychic 
powers of man, enabling him to control his 
dreams, read the minds ot friends and enemies, 
visit unknown parts of the earth, sulve har. 
problem; in this trance and remember all when 
awake FIVE COMPLETE TRIAL LESSUNS 
wil be sent for only xo cents silver and 2-cent 
stamp for B stage, actually en.bling the student 

8 


to accomplish wonders without further charge. 
PROF. R., E. DUTTON, Ph.D. 
4t38 Lincoln, Nebraska, U.S.A. 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
REASON AND SUPERSTITION 


OR 
Theology Viewed by the Light of Mod- 


ern Sctence. 
By T. C. WIDDICOMBE. 
A bold attack upon the principles of Theology, 
radically destroying all forms of Religion. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE CRIME OF 


| CREDULITY 
By Herbert N. Casson. 


This book 18 a masterly arraignment of Mys- 
itcism in allits disguises. 
tian Science is the most merciless analysis of 
that delusion ever written. 

Mr. Casson’s standpoint is that of a twentieth 
century rationalist. His purpose is to * draw 
the line sharply between what is rational and 
what is superstizious.”” No book could be bet- 
ter fitted to inculcate common sense and clear- 
headedness. 

The author has ransacked the Middle Ages for 
his facts, and applied them to present-day prob- 
lems in a terse and forceful manner. His style 
is bright, witty, and epigrammatic. 

No progressive libracy is complete without 
this book. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
a8 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS BY SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. 


The Holy Lance —An Episode of 
the Crusades and Other Monographs. Yet 
another volume of brilliant, racy, scholarly 
monographs from the pen of the editor of 
the Agnostic Journal. The title of the book 
is that of the first two chapters, in which 
Mr. Stewart Ross relates an episode of the 
Crusade. How admirably Ł.> pictures the 
siege of Antioch, the sufferings of the be- 
sieged, and with what inimitable skill he 
describes the prodigies wrought by the ‘‘holy 
lance’’—that wonderful weapon brought to 
Redeemer’s gore.” It is in these tales of 
romance and war that Mr. Stewart Ross is 
at his best, and the story which he here tells 
is one of the most thrilling and powerful 
examples of his matchless writings. —Liter- 
ary Guide. Price, $1.25. 


Did Jesus Christ Rise from the 
Dead? The Evidences for the Resur- 
rection Tried and Found Wanting. ‘‘One 
of the best essays ever written on the sub- 
ject.” Price, 25 cents. 


. For all of these works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


From India to the 
Planet Mars. 


By THEODORE FLOURNOY, 


A study of a case of somnambulism with 
Glossolalia by Theodore Flournoy, 
Professor of Psychology at the Univer- 
sity of Geneva. Translated by Daniel 
B. Vermilye. Illustrated. 467 pages. 
Post 8vo, tzo. ` 


This is a scientific record of observations ex- 
tending over a period of five years made by 
Professor Flournoy and his associates of the 
Geneva University. The case is that of a Miss 
Smith who claims to be the reincarnated spirit 
of the favorite wife of a Hindoo Prince, who 
lived in x401, She also claims to be the reincar. 
nated spirit of Marie Antoinette, Queen of 
France, beheaded in 1793; Further, she makes 
spirit journeys to the Planet Mars, using the 

artian languave, and describes the scenes 
costumes. and conversations in Mars. 

-Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ANCIENT PAGAN & MODERN 


CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM. 
By Thomas Inman, M.D. 


Popular edition, revised and enlarged, with an 
Essay on Baal Worship, on the Assy- 
‘rian Sacred “Grove,” and 

other atlied symbols. 5 


Profusely Illustrated. Post 8vo, cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


REMSBURG’S PIANO AGENCY. 


Lowest prices in America. Has patrons from 
Maine to California. Pianos ship) anywhete 
Nopay till tested, Send for particulars. 

. E REMSBUR® & SON, Atchison, Kan. 


Its chapter on Chris- |. 


A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOO 
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OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC- 
ALLY ILLUSTRATED, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 


Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work 
A Hunting Anecdote. Abraham. Christ’s ret 


Family—Isaac and Ais “Sister ”—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau: 


of Noah 


Ancestor—A Queer 


—Joseph 


the Man of Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam the Diviner—Bloody Joshua— 
The Campai n of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General 
e 


Gideon: thah and His Human Sacrifice—S: 


amson the Strong—Ruth 


—Unstabl Water, God Shall Not Excel—David, God’s Favo- 
and Poaz- goatee from the Book of Kings—Adventures of the Prophets— - 


Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


' 


Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Picture’ a 


The Stories ld- 
Give: Concerning the Origin and Authen 
ticity of the Old Testament—A Page 
of Text to Each Picture. 


Humorously Told—And Hard. Facts 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side : tamp, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


_ 28 Lafavette Pl., New York. 


THE EVOLUTION OF MAN 


His Religious Systems and 


Customs. 
By W. W. HARDWICKE, M.D. 


Of London, England. . 


Social 


Illustrated. With a Chart of the Constellations. 


This book is an epitomized account of Man's career, of the philosophy of Evo- 
lution, of the growth of religions, and an examination of the Christian Religion. 
It is just what is wanted by the general reader who is inquiring for the first time 


into the questions of the origin and development of man. 


And for the advanced 


student it forms a valuable work of reference, presenting a clear and precise sum- 
mary of the main facts and arguments bearing on the great questions at issue be- 
tween Christianity and Rationalism. 
recommend it to all. 


Opinions of the English Press. 


expositions of "the fallacy of the Chri 


Copy of the Tree of 
Knowledge and Serpent, 
found on an Assyrian 
clay tablet, Circa B.C. 
2000 (British museum). 


by men whose disciple Dr. Hardwicke 
Daily News. 


complete number of Light. 


Sociology, Religion, Theology, and Spiritualism. On all these 


It is direct and forcible in style, and we 


Its teaching will be opposed by the majority and 
` sharply criticised by many, while by others it will be 
warmly welcomed as one ot the simplest and most lucid 


stian religion." 


His power of argument, his patient and untiring re- 
search is disclosed in every page of his book. J 
ume is one which will rank with someof those written 


The vol- 


is.—Cambridge 


An adequate review of his book would require a 
It is almost encyclopedic, 
covering an enormous area in the vast fields of Science, 


. and other sub- 


jects, Dr. Hardwicke is severely Rationalistic, Materialistic, Agnostic; but he is 


a well-read and resolute thinker and critic.— Light. 

Dr. Hardwicke has crammed a vast deal of information 
into the present volume, which is particularly valuable in its 
treatment of Pagan and Christian religion from the evolution- 
ary standpoint. He is refreshingly outspoken. We do not 
-hesitate to commend this-work to the attention of. Freetbink- 
ers. The instruction it conveys has been gathered over wide 
fields of research, and is presented in an interesting manner.— 
Book Chat. i S 

Books of the type recently furnished by Dr. Hardwicke are 
urgently needed, in order that the man of timorous conscience 
may be assisted in the task of cepolarizing his old conceptions. 
Dr. Hardwicke’s reasoning is clear and dispassionate; crowded 


- though his book is with facts. there is no lack of logical presen- 


tation, and the rare and curious information it contains gives 
proof of much patient research. So lucidly and brightly runs 
the tale of man’s evolution that even the advanced student will 


- not be disposed to lay the book down until he has perused it to 


last page.— Ethical World. 
me This book is a valuable summary of the latest results of 


knowledge and investigations as to the religious system and 
social vietor which have contributed to the formation of that 
complicated being called “Man.” | Here is the very volume 
wanted by thousands of earnest inquirers into the origin and his- 
tory of religion. The book is really a library in itself.— Rey- 
nolds’ Weekly Newspaper. y ne ate 
Of this great work we have imported a limited edition, and 
offer it for the low price of $1.75. 
PRICE, $1 75 


Copy ofa 
small] bronze 
image of the 
Egyptian Vir- 
gin Mother Isis, 
with the Infant 
Horus, and the 
Fish.— Inman’s 
Ancient Faiths. 
Ci:ca 8 . . 000, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


REMOVAL! 

On Sept. sth I shall permanently locate in 
DENVER, COL. Address all letters and pack- 
ages after that date as above, My facilities to 
fill orders for Diamonds, Watches, Chains, 
Jewe:ry, Watch-work, etc., will be better than 
ever and Itrust my many patrons throughout 
the United States will continue their favors as 
in the past. Send for price-. ists of above; also of 
Ingersoll Spoons, Freethought andother Badges, 
ste, and my famous tract: ‘‘Theism in the Cruci- 

e. ree. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
1,945 Logan Ave., Denver, Col. 


WATER OF LIFE. 


The most reliable remedy for Stomach. Liver- 
and Kidneys. Bright’s Disease or Diabetes per- 
fectly cured by its use. It imparts vigor and life 
tothe whole system. Is an unfailing cure for 
weak eyes, should be applied daily as a wash. 
Taos iads of testimonials from all parts certify 
toits healing virtues. Soldin 5 gallon carboys 
at $3.50, money to accompany the order. Write 
to Wyoming Mineral Water Co., 50 So. Main St 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 3mzı 


ESTABLISHED 1865, 
Thirty Years in the Business. 


E. C. Reichwald & Bro 


Commission Merchants. 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


Apples, Cranberries, Potatoes, Butter, Eggs 
Cheese, Dried Fruits, Etc. 


Promptness our main object. Correspondenc 
solicited Car lots a specialty. e fill 
orders for all kinds of produce. 


141 South Water Street, Chicago. 


Bible in India: 


Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian 
Revelation. : 


Translated from “La Bible dans L’Inde,’ ’by 
Louis Jacolliot. 


Price, cloth, $2. 


History of the Fi-st Council 


of Nice. 


i A WORLD'S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 
A.D., 325. 
WITH A LIFE OF CONSTANTINE 
By DEAN DUDLEY. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


An Essay on Miracles. 


Being a Chapter from the 
Philosophical Works ot.. 


DAVID HUME. 

This little work should be most widely distrib 
nted,as it overwhelms the Christian system o 
stperstition on one of its most vital tenets. I 
shows the impossibility of Miracles, withou 
which Christianity has no foundation at all. No 
minister has ever been able to answer this argu- 
ment by David Hume, and it stands as impregna 
ble to their assaults as does Paine’s “Age of Rea- 
son, 

This edition is in improved form, being printed 
from new plates from new type, with cover 
Single copy, 10 cents ; seven copies for so cents 
Twelve copies for one dollar. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
e8Lafavette P1.. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EX- 


POSED. 
By REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 
Price xscents Address this office 


ts to-day the most successful in his line of prae» 
tice of any living pirsician. He 

RNS see cures weaknesses of men, as the re 
ea sult of early indiscretions and later 
excesses—by a medicine to be applied 
externally, which comes in contact 
with the very seat of the complaint, 
and restoration is complete. i 
know more of this great cure send 16 
cents for ‘Dr. Fellows’ Private 
Counsellor’’— a valuable booklet 
which should be in the hands of 
every man, young or old, if sexua 
ally weak, or troubled with Varico- 
cele, or Atrophy (wasting of the 
z parts), Losses, Impotency, etc. Ad- 

3, dress the Doctor at Vineland, 
J., where he is permanently 
located, and be sure to give the 

: name of this paper. 

The rightof Dr. Fellows’ ExternalApplication 
to be called a true specific has been established 
toour entire satisfaction, and it would not be 
Possible, we believe, for the public to find a 
remedywhich more thoroughly sustainsits repu 
tation as acurethan Dr. Fellows’ Outward Medi- 
cation. Wa cannot refuse to indorse it unresrv- 
edly to the readers of this journal in the live of 
the evidenee before us —Awerican Journal. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Man will know that to enslave another is 
to imprison himself.—Ingersoll. 


A man to be truly pious must be able not 
only to love his enemies, but to hate his 
friends.—Anon. 


Nature does nothing for man except 
what she enables him to do for himself.— 
James Lane Allen. 


You knock a man into a ditch, and then 


you tell him to remain content in the posi- 


tion in which providence has placed him.— 
Ruskin. 


. There are times when a man needs 
neither friendship, love, hope, comfort, 
sympathy, assistance, nor anything else, 
only just to be let alone.—J. L. Jones. 


Have to do with nothing but the true, 

The good, the eternal; and these not alone 

In the main current of the general life, 

But small experiences of every day. 
—Robert Browning. 


The English and Americans cant beyond 
all other nations. The French relinquish all 
that industry to them. What is so odious 
as the polite bows to God in our books and 
newspapers ?—Emerson. 


How little the world knows about its 
modest heroes who bear burdens uncom- 
plainingly and show no envy towards 
those who are more fortunately situated 
from a worldly point of view.—Blenner- 
hassett. i 


The tiny pocket pistol in the hand of 
Czolgosz at Buffalo has done more to ad- 
vance the cause of Archism, of man-arch- 
ism. of imperialism. of centralized power, 
in this country than did all the heavy and 
costly armaments of war against Spain and 
against the ‘‘insurgent’’ Filipinos.—M. 
Harman. 


Let each one think as he pleases, speak 
as he pleases. and act as he pleases; and 
encourage him in doing so, since it is only 
an encouragement to honesty, and you 
may want him to be honest in your inter- 
est before you are through with him. To 
grudge one his rights is as mean as to 
grudge him his money or his happiness; so 
that intolerance is a vice akin to envy.— 
Bierbower. - 


The younger the structure, the firmer 
its base. To appeal from the present to the 
past is to appeal from comparative li¢ht to 
certain darkness. The theories of life that 
come from a remote antiquity are framed 
on a narrow and superficial observation. 
The dogmasin which thev are fossilized, 
and the institutions which have been 
founded on them, are open to the same 
reproach. We have now a base for build- 
ing that is broad as the heavens. deep as 
the earth, solid as the pillars of the firma- 
ment. Let us begin again, away from the 
old ruins.—Joseph McCabe. 


We seriously need a better interpretation 
of the Bible’s teachings on the subject of 
hereafter. The old interpretation, to which 
orthodoxy is apparently determined to 
cling. has alreadv outlived its usefulness. 
The theorv that this world is mere]v an 
arena in which the two other worlds fight 
for the possession of all the earth’s inhab- 
itants, each of whom tas but one lifetime 
here, and that death assigns all who die jn 
infa-ev, and all the irresponsible idiots, ig- 
norant heathen and faithful Christians to 
heaven, and all the unsaved to helJ—this 
theory cannot longer be accepted. We 
have as a race outgrown it.—Columbvus 
Bratford. 

The Invention of printing was a severe 
biow to Catholicism, which had, previ- 
ously, enjoyed the inappreciable advant- 
age of a monopoly of intercommunication. 
From its central seat orders could be dis- 
seminated through all the ecclesiastical 
ranks and fulminated through the pulpits. 
The monopolv and the amazing power it 
conferred were destroyed by the press. In 
modern times the influence of the pulpit has 
become insignificant. The pulpit hes been 
thoroughly supplanted by the newspaper. 
Yet Catholicism did rot yield its ancient 
advantage without a struggle. As soon as 
the inevitable tendency of the new art was 
detected. a restraint upon it, underthe form 
of a censorship. was attempted. Jt was 
meade necessary to have a permit in order 
to print a book. For this it was needful 
that the work sbould have heen read, 
examined. and approved bv the clergy. 
There must bea certificate that it was a 
godlv and orthodox book. A hull of excom- 


munication was issued in rsor by Alexan-' 


der VI. against printers who shovld pub- 
lish pernicious doctrines, In 3515 the 
Lateran council ordered that no hocks 
should be printed but such as had been in- 
spected by ecclesiastical censors. under 
pain of excommunication and fine. the cen- 
sors being directed ‘‘to take the utmost care 
that nothing should he printed contrary to 
the orthodox faith.’’ There was thus a 
dread of religious discussion, a terror lest 
truth should emerge.—Draper. 


The Freethinkers’ Pictorial 


Text-Book. 


Some of the False Doctrines, Absurd Theological Decrees, and Cruel Deeds of 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches. One Hundred 
and Seventy-three Pages of Cited Facts, History, 
Statistics, and Opinions of Acknowl- 
edged Authorities to Sup- 
port the Artist. 


TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 


PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES OF THE TEXT-BOOK. 


I received by last mail a copy of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.’’ I find it 
to be superb, and if anything more sharp or cutting in its illustrations and truths than the 
one previously published.—Wma. HART. . 3 

The Truth Seeker Company has issued another of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial 
Text-Books, which contains 211 full-page illustrations by that inimitable artist, Watson 
Heston. Those who have seen the first one issued will want this one also. No man who 
believes in mind-freedom should fail to secure the book.—Living Issues, Salt Lake City. 

This book constitutes the second of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Books. 
The drawings were executed by Mr. Watson Heston, an artist well-known to The Truth 
Seeker's readers, as well as to many other Liberals. They illustrate in an excellent man- 
ner the follies of the church, the stupidities of religion, and priestly hypocrisies. Such 
illustrations have this good thing about them—that they are not so easily forgotten as 
what one reads. The book is in 9x12 size, with about 4co pages.— Forskaren (Minneapolis). 

This book is an entertainment and an education. 
showing up the false and foolish- doctrines of the Christian church, and in exposing the 
rascally deeds and tricks of Roman Catholics and Protestants. There are two hundred 
and e.even full-page illustrations, every one of which is loaded. Everyone who has Part 
I. of this unique work will want the second part.—Boston Investigator. 

‘These pictures are of a character to cause the hair on a religious man’s head’to stand 
on end. any of them would make a Methodist parson laugh, and others wonder why 
the artist hasn't been struck by lightning byan avenging providence.—Sunday Gazetteer, 
Denison, Texas. » . 

The second Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book is the biggest thing I ever saw, read, 
or heard of, and I claim to have seen some pretty big things in my life. I have been in 
twenty-seven states of the Union, in Canada, through the war of the Rebellion, North 
and South; attended Pat Gilmore’s Peace Jubilee in Boston three weeks; was correspond- 
ent of three newspapers; heard the best singers in the world, the best musicians, includ- 
ing the Queen’s Band, and the celebrated composer of the Strauss Waltzes; was at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876, six months, etc., etc., etc.; but these de- 
signs, delineations, and engravings beat all I ever witnessed, heard, or thought of before, 
And I must not forget the compilation, which does credit to its author, whoever he or she 
may be, for its application or fitness to the illustrations is so apt, full, yet concise, as to 
challenge admiration for the intelligence, foresight, and adaptation of the compiler—E Lia 
E. GIBSON. ; 


400 Pages, 12x9 inches, Bound in Boards, Illuminated Cover, $2; Cloth, 
Gold Stamp, $2.50. 


Chas. Bradlaugh’s Life and 
Writings. 


A Few Words About the 
Devil and Other Essays. 


BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 


Weth "the Story of His Life as Told by 
Himself, and the History of Hts Pariia- 
mentary Struggle. 

WITH PORTRAIT. 


Cloth, $1. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Blue Laws 
“Connecticut 


Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con- 
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the 
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connecti- 
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of 
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis's book on Sun- 
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution. or 
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns 
of Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con- 
firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing 
the Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation. Nine Illustra- 
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design 
in colors. ' 

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish. 

The book includes an account of the Persecution of 
Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of 
he Blue Laws of Virginia. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


Address THE RUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Specimen illustration 


The artist and the author unite in © 


HENRY D.LLOYD’S BOOKS 


Labor Copartnership. 


Notes of a visit to co-operative workshops 
factories,and farms in Great Britain and Ireland 
in which employer, employee, and consume 
sharein ownership, management, and results 
357 pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $r. 

It will surprise most Americans to learn ofthe 
foothold which cooperative societies have in 
England, and that the membership of the dis- 
tributive stores represents one-seventh of the 
population of Great Britain. These societies 
are now doing a business of $272,000,000 per year. 
Mr. Lloyd writes with enthusiasm about the 
strides which labor copartnership has made in a 
few years, and his statistics prove that not only 
isthe workman benefited in the money sense 
but heis also raised physically and mentally, an 
has developed business ability and a capacity 
for handling large problems that have always 
been thought possible only to the chosen few. 


Wealth Against Commonwealth. 


567 pages 8vo $2.50. Popular edition, $1. 
. This is the most complete history in existence 
of the great combination of brains and capital 
which still remains the type and model of all 
trusts or monopolies. Mr. Lloyd hastraced the 
growth of this institution from its origin, in the 
sagacity of one or a few business men of Cleve- 
land, to its vast proportions now, when it con- 
trols the oil markets aud trade of a continent, 
and is perhaps the nost infiuentialand most 
dreaded financial power in America. The meth 
ods and practices by which all corporate priv 
leges have been grasped, and all corporate re 
sponsibilities evaded. by which the common law 
against monopolies has been successfully defied, 
and all the resonrces of wolitical, social, and 
financial pressure, of legal «kill, of statesman- 
ship, of forensic delay, have been impressed 
into its service against competitors and the pub- 
lic. form a romance of the business world as 
absorbing in its interest as any ancient or me- 
diæval romance of conquest. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IG 
IBLI 
STORIES: 


BYW ER Race 


Price, 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl New Yorkcity. 


Address 


SKETCHES OF GREATION 


A popular view of some of the grand con- 
clustons of science in refer- 
ence to the hestory 
of matter and 


life. 
By ALEXANDER WINCHELL. 


460 pages. Illustrated. 12mo, $2. 


There are many persons who desire some 
knowledge of the origin, const: uction, and de- 
velopment of the earth and of its relations to the 
other bodies in the <olar system, yet have neither 
the time nor the pr tieace to master the details of 
the subject. The y Will find this summary of the 
matter better adapted to their purpose than 
almost anything else that has appeared. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Parents! Train up your Children 
to repeat the SOngs tn the... 


LIBERAL HYMN BOOK 


and to sing them also 
to the good old tunes. 


Verses learned in youth stick fast in the memory 
through life. i 


A Beautiful Holiday Gift. Priee, 25cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
a8 Lafayette P1., New York. 


An Hour With the 
Devil. 


By D. M. BENNETT. 


There was just as much known about the Dev 
when Mr. Bennett, late editor of The Truth 
Seeker, wrote this lecture as there is now, and he 
put itall in. The lecture was entertaining, in- 
structive, amusing, and was vastly enjoyed by 
the audience, and subsequently by many thou 
sands of readers. It is as good as ever. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Address The Truth Seeker, 
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Not for Parsons. 9040000606000000000006000000606000000006 5565655606600006 “Appeal to the Pious.” 


‘But my prayers are.not answered,” com- 
plained a parishioner to the late Rev. Dr. 
Patten of New Haven, Conn. “Possibly, 
that’s because your prayers are like some 
promissory notes—presented’ before they 
are due.” 


Miss Jones: ‘‘ Professor, do you dare to 
look me in the face and then say tbat I 
originally sprang from a monkey?’’ Pro- 
fessor (a little taken back, but equal to the 
occasion): ‘Well, really, it must have been 
a very charming monkey.’’-—-London Tid- 
Bits. 


Bap ExampLe.—‘‘ I’m surprised at our 
minister,” said Deacon Straitlace. ‘‘He 
says all Christians should follow the bee as 
a model of industry.” 

“Well, what’s the matter o’ that?’ in- 
quired his wife. 

“Well, the bee works on the Sabbath 
same as any other day.” 


Too SLow.—Deacon De Goode: ‘* Why 
don’t you go to church, neighbor?’’ 

Neighbor: ‘‘Notime. Churches are too 
slow for this age. They don’t fitinto our 
twentieth ceutury, mile-a-minute civiliza- 
tou, no siree.”’ ; 

Deacon De Goode: ‘Um—well, what 
would you suggest ?’’ 

Neighbor: ‘‘Can’t say exactly, but it 
ought to be some sort of a put-a-nickel-in- 
the-slot-and-save-your-soul machine.”’ 


Wil'iam Leverich Brower tells a story of 
the recent annual meeting of the Particular 


SINAI- 


By A TEXAS PAGAN. 


AND OLYMPUS}? 


Parallels in Heathen Myth 
and Hebrew Scripture. 


115 Large octavo pages. 75 ILLUSTRATIONS. 
fine paper. Price, 50 Cents. 


Iiluminated cover, 


A handsomely bound volume, the contents of 
which are compiled iu a condensed form and 
with care and reverence, concerning the present 
issues between theology and science. The 
church is moulting its old theological incrusta- 
tion to bring into greater activity its living tis- 
sue. This work is published to hasten the 
change. Theonly book written by the author 
in a long life of study. socents. 


UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS—MOSTLY FROM EN- 
TIRE STRANGERS, 

A unique and a plain, simple, candid analysis 
of religious opini: ns, truthiul, fair, and mild in 
analyzing the superstitious notions of church 
people. ‘rhe author has shown great tact in his 
conversations wlth the pious —Dr. A. G. Hum- 
phrey, Galesburg, Ill. : 

I have referred to it often for the excellent 
thought on the various points, and can say that 
Iam glad that I bought it.—J. Feudtner, Rush 
ville, Ind. - 

` I have loaned it to several friends, all of whom 
have pronounced it a good book, and when read 
carefully from the first to the last it is very con- 
vincıng Itis one ofthe very oest books! ever 
read—tcr one to read who is trying to think his 


Wood, M.D., Syracuse, N. Y. 

It is all right in every respect.—Thomas H: 
Nichols, Black River Falls, Wis. 

This litcle volume is a candid investigation of 
theological claims and beliefs. . . . itistree 
from the vilifying language frequently encoun- 
tered in Freethought literature, but instead 
appeals to the reason of the reader.— Western 
Druggist, Chicago. 

A work of merit. A candid and sensible inves- . 
tigation of theological claims and beliéfs — 
Truth Seeker, New York. 

In this work an appropriate answer can be 
found to every statement made in support 
ofthe claims of modern Christianity, and to 
every fling at scientific agnosticism or so-called 

“infidelity.”—Author. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, N. Y. 


: 
Synod of the Dutch Reformed church in 
this city. A friend passed the church, 

© 


in the portal of which a newsboy was read- 
| 


Daniel K. Tenney’s 
BOOKS 


The Earth Not Created. 


Fallacy of All Cosmic Theories. ... Price, 1g cts. 


ing the afternoon papers. ‘‘Can you tell 
me what is going on in the church. my 
lad?” asked Mr. Brower’s friend. “Yep; 
dey's a meetin’ o’ de Perticular Sinners in 
dere,’’ readily responded the newsboy, 
who couldn’t understand why the inquirer 
smiled. 


A man was taken ill with appendi- 
citis not long ago in the parish of a certain 
prominent Presbyterian minister of Brook- 
lyn. The patient desired the services of a 
minister of the gospel. but asked his bro- 
ther to summon an Episcopalian from an- 
other district. saying there was nothing in 
the Presbyterian prayer-book applicable to 
his case. Th2 Ev'scoval minister remon- 
strated against intruding upon another’s 
field. but was finally persuaded to attend 
the bedside of the sick man. The latter ex- 
plained that he was vervill with appendi- 
citis, and did not think the Presbvterian 
prayer-book contained anything that would 


An able argument to show that the world has 
always existed, 


way out of the jungle of superstition.—E. A. 


Never-Ending Life, 
g Assured by Science.sss s»... e... Price, 6 cts. 


The best scientific argumentin favor of a fu» 
ture life that has ever before been made. 


Jehovah Interviewed, 


Os Orthodoxy from Headquarters.. Price, 6 cts. 
A newspaper reporter goes up to heaven and ine 


DEUCALION AND PYRRHA—ANOTHER FLOOD STORY. 
i (From Sinai and Olympus.) 


Thisis a lecture by a Texas Pagan, which has been illustrated by another. 
The text is what the title describes, a comparison of the heathen myths with the 
Hebrew tales told in scripture. ‘ 

The subjects are treated in an up-to-date style. The text is pungently serious 
and throughout the book runsacurrent of exquisite wit. There are many 
chapters of the book which Voltaire could hardly have excelled. It is an easy 
` study in comparative religions, full of information, in a delightful way. 


terviews Jehova 


Theology, 


Q Us, Origin, Career and Destiny.... Price, 10 cts. 


One of the best and most comprehensive sum- 
ming up of the absurdities of the Christian 


console him, ‘‘Whv, ves it does,” replied Price, 50 Cents. ; Theology that has ever before appeared. 
2 Epi lian; ‘‘you’ll find that i : : 
tis Bp Scopahan oy at in the | Yeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeaccccccceeeeeete 0000000000009 Holy Smoke in the Holy Land, 


appendix.’’ 
DEACON BLIMBER REMARKS. ~ 


“N>, I hain’t never been to church 
wiere thev had music.. We only have 
siugin’ by the choir here. 

“How happy this world might ’a’ been 
ef the apple cron had only been a failurein 
the Garden of Eden. 

“Yes, sir-ee! The wav of the trans- 
grassor is hard. sure enouch. I went fishin’ 
on Sunday onc>, an’ I got back so late that 
evarvhidv had been to supper, an’ all the 
sliced pineapple with sugar on was gone. 

“Tys knowed lots © nenple who was 
steadfast in the faith. but I never run ag’in 
anyoue whose faith was so unwaverin’ as 
ol sister Binger’s. There had been a lang 
Ary snall, an’ the dominie sot aside a Sun- 
dav for us to com? tovether at the. meetin’ 
house 21’ vrav for rain—for rain to come at 
once, an’ plentv of it. I was on mv way to 


Price, 10 cts, 


a Susan H, Wixon says: “I have read, first and 
, last, many accounts of Palestine, or ‘the Holy 
Land,’ but have never seen anything in that line 
i that pleased me so well as this description by 
i : e Daniel K. Tenney.” 
P The Plan of Salvation. Price, 10 cts. 
By Elizabeth E. Evans . In this pamphlet Mr. Tenney shows the absurd- 
ity of the Christian “Plan of Salvation” in so 
: a x ‘ i $ clear and plain a manner that any Christian whe 
` The question of the historical existence of Jesus is vital and imperative. It lies at the has a spark of reason left cannot fail to see it. 
basis of the whole structure of Biblical criticism, and the answer lurks between the lines . 
n all the reports of modern investigation. i “Owed” to the Clergy. Price, 6 cts. 
1 An address read before the Free Thought Con» 
$ gress held in Paine Hall, Boston, Nov. 17th, 1899. 
The Contents of Tue Curist Mytu is as follows ; . 
Preface, Mediators and Trinities, Christ and The Master’s Masterpiece, 
the Gospels, The Two Genealogies of Christ, Doc- Or the Sermon on the Mount......Price, 10 cta, 
trine of Divine Paternity, Other Virgin-born Sa- This is the most thorough exposition of the fal- 
viors, Jobn the Baptist, Buddhistic Legends, The lacies of this noted “sermon” that was ever be~- 


_ Temptation, Precocity, Prophecy, Celestial Re- fore published; 
joicing, ete., Disciples: the Doubter and the Trai- | Modern Theology and Its Ideal Jesus 


the meetin’, an’ Tsee Sister Binger sittin’ tor, The Beatitudes, The Creation of the Christ, Price, 10 cts, 
on her stoop. ‘Sister,’ savs I. ‘how’s this? Seni aera Maiy Parallel Tegane, bhs The absurdities ofthe reputed teachings of Jesus 
Ain’t you goin’ to meetin’ to help prav for olations o the nities, An Impossible Trial, ter are here s own upas no ot er writer ias ever 
rain.’ ‘No, Deacon,’ said she. ‘T hain’t the Crucifixion, An Unverified Uprising of Citi- Ponest reader that the most of them are com 


zens, Inadequate Explanations, Post-Ascension summate nonsense. 

Discrepancies, Myth, Forgery, and Human Cre- : 

dulity, The Rhapsodies of John the Revelator, bce aoe bese fe ane ven the lecdiae ieee 
The Sacrament of the Eucharist, Christ Unknown | yer in one of the most distinguished law firms in 
to His Contemporaries, Various Conceptions of Hise and thereas not a more able writer in the 
Logos and Mediator, Jesus Not a Perfect Example, Address 

What is There Left? Advantages of Knowing 


the Truth, Ecclesiastical Foundations Removed, | TRUTH-SEEKER COMPANY 
The Problem of the Future, Bibliography ; ~ 28 Lafavette Place. New York ' 


ent na umbraller toga homs with.’ There’s 
faith for vou, I guess.” 


Her Mistake —A voune woman from 
the South who was visiting New York a few 
davs ago with her husband left him in 
their hotel room one morning while she 
went on an errand. She was not accus- 
-tomed to big hotels, nor to big New York, 
but she got back without mishap in half ——_— 
an hour 4nd kinpkod at the, dogr There E interested in the truth or falsity of the claims of the Christian church wil l . 

s no response. one intereste e 
ve Eat TE in, honev,” said the young | find this a most kelpinl wori. It ke Gorter the most T Pi pnay the most Father of Republics. 

. knocking more vi ) A ical. Itis charmingly written, all the author’s points are carefully and conscientious 
YEN Do popes clan aaa. and once its peruaal is begun the book will not be laid down till the ecriclife By T. B. WAKEMAN. 
‘Honey. let me in,” called the voung | sion is reached. PAPER, 25 CENTS | Containing the address given by the author at 


the Unveiling of t Bro: Bust of 
woman. tedoubling her exertions. ‘‘Honey, e Bronze Bust o 


woman, redoublin THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. Paine st Now Renee oe 
oney, ie . . 


May 30, 1899. 
She rattled the knob and shook the door This speech was pronounced one of the most 
and prunded with both fists, but there was 


p appreciative addresses on the author-hero ever 
the silence of the grave on the other siñe. LIFE OF THOM AS P AINE. 


delivered. Price, ro cents, 
The 1 g ’s voice rose to half 
am je s a W h y D Oo n t G od 
‘*Honev, aren’t you there? I, want to By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. K . ll the Devil 9 
I 


getin. Honey. open the inal ? 
Then arose from the other side of the ; : , ape Bossy : 
In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt tops, uniform with the author’s edition of Paine’sWrit- ? 
tnei- Prios, Se. : With Poem of Same Title. 


ę r 


Hindoo Virgin and Child. 


7 


door a ‘lee, bass voice with a resentful 
- note in it. : 

“Madam.” it said: '‘thisis not a beehive. 
This is a bathroom.” —Sun. 


Price of the pamphlet, rs cents. 
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- The Press-Writers. 


Press-Writers’ Notes. 


The Boston Post, the paper ‘‘ without a 
mission and without a muzzle,” politely 
declines to raise the question of plagiarism 
in connection with its report of Dr. George 
C. Lorimer’s recent sermon on Anarchy, 
saying, ‘‘It isquite possible that if he made 
a quotation from the orator referred to 
{Ingersoll] the reporter of the speech may 
have failed to report it as a quotation.” 
Aud here is a lesson Press-Writers have 
learned before, that newspapers are loathe 
to print criticisms of the sermons they re- 
port. Editorials and correspondence make 
the best targets. i 

The Spokesman-Review (Spokane, Wash.) 
Oct. 6, says: ‘‘Rev. Mr. Giboney said yes- 
terday that he was planning to preach a 
sermon in answer to his critics. The 
Sp3kesman-Review has received letters 
from all over the United States on the 
Giboney sermon. Interest in the preacher’s 
assertions seems to have been aroused from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. The Spokes- 
man-Review to-day prints another letter 
from Mr. Jeldness and one from a Boston 
(?) Infidel.” 

The one from the Boston Infidel doth not 
appear, but instead thereis a good one from 
Walter Breen of Omaha, Neb. Mr. Jeld- 
ness’s effort is devoted to an answer of the 
Rev. Mr. Edwards, who has come to the 
defense of the Rev. Mr. Giboney. Press- 
Writers may use the following excerpt from 
Mr. Jeldness’s letter as a basis for address- 
ing the Spokesman-Review: ‘'Rev. Mr. 
Edwards, in charging me with making 
assertions without proof, continues as fol- 
lows: ‘There can never be any satisfaction 
inan argument as long as the participants 
coitent themselves with assertions.’ This 
is true, and it isa beacon light that sends 
its rays through congregational gloom, but 
it would be fatal to the profession of which 
the Rev. Mr. Edwards is an honored mem- 
ber if the members should be true to its 
teachings. Take from the clergy the right 
to m2ke assertions without proof and the 
whole superstructure of Christian mythol- 
ogy crumbles and falls, and ‘ Othello’s 
ocoupation’ would be gone.” 

Dorchester (Mass. ) Beacon.— October 12, 
Dr. J.C. Barnes, in a half-column letter, 
answers the editor’s scurrilous diatribe 
against Anarchists and defends the Home, 
Wash., colony as ‘‘ An Ideal Society.” 

Pioneer Press, Martinsburg, W. Va.—E, 
W. Chamberlain has a splendid letter on 
“ Time for Moderation;’’ Albert P. Lewis 
commends the Pioneer Press for printing 
so many Freethought letters. 

The Seventh Trumpet (Union Star, Mo.) 
for December.—D. Webster Groh and 
Elias Livesey, in all the wickedness of 
science and reason, confound the one and 
only true humble servant of God—the ed- 
itor —with their questions written after the 
wicked fashion of men with good sense 
that always are an abomination unto the 
Lord! Amen. 

Beverly (Mass.) Evening Times.— Oct. 
7, John A. Homans fillsa column in defense 
of the Afro-American race. 

Boston Globe.—Oct. 12, W. C. Knowl- 
ton on “Anarchy, Assassination, and 
Christianity.”’ 

Philadelphia Bulletin.— Oct. 7, John J. 
Fleming writes on ‘‘Man’s Inheritance,’’ 
and R. S. Clymer scores the churches un- 
der the caption of ‘‘ Faith and Works.” 
Oct. 8, Mrs. M. Fiske has a letter on ‘‘Sin 
and Punishment;’’ John J. Fleming, “A 
McKinley Memorial,” J. M. Gilbert, ‘‘Sci- 
ence and the Bible;” R. S. Clymer, ‘‘ New 
Thought.” Oct. 9, Edward Stern outlines 
a plan for ‘‘Government Ownership of 
Railroads.” October 11, John J. Fleming 
writes on ‘‘Charity and Riches.” Oct. 12, 
William C. Bonney replies to a critic on 
the ‘‘Resurrection;’’ John J. Fleming says, 
“Save the Children,” and the writer makes 
a plea for ‘‘ Freedom of Speech.’’ Oct. 14, 
Kate Austin sizes up the popular cry for the 
‘Destruction of Anarchists.” Oct. 16, a 
whole page is devoted to letters. Albert 
P. Lewis has a splendid one on ‘‘ Freedom 
of Speech;’’ Edward Stern, on “Interest 
and Justice,” and U. Tanner gives some 
“ Aphorisms.” 

The Baltimore (Md.) American, Oct. 9, 
prints F. Wm. E. Cullingfordin commen- 
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dation of Livesey’s work for ‘‘ Free Speech Not only a “‘seeker”’ 


and a Free Press.” 

Boston Traveler.—Oct.11, Francis B. 
Livesey takes up his old proposition, 
“ Back to the Land.’’ Helen Bland Taylor 
writes of ‘‘ The Assassination,” putting an 
interrogation-point after each sentence in 
a very familar way. ‘‘ And the Lord shall 
say, Well done, good and faithful servant ” 
Oct. 12, W. C. Crawford has one on the 
theologians from the Spiritualist point of 
view; Aurin F. Hill says: ‘‘ Listen to the 
voice of the outcast before you condemn 
him.” Oct. 14, J. T. Small writes of 
‘State Socialist Tyranny;” W. C. Craw- 
ford on “The Gospel of Spirit Return.” 
Oct. 13, James B. Elliott has a fine letter 
on ‘‘Paine’s Political Views.” Edward 
Stern “Replies to Crank.” Albert P. 
Lewis, under the caption ‘‘ Transporting 
Anarchists,’ gets after the Rev. George C. 
Lorimer’s original ideas that may be found 
in Ingersoll’s ‘‘Crimes Against Criminals;” 
and ‘‘ Paine Hall’’ (Wm. Duffney) adds a 
chapter on ‘‘ Paine’s Domestic Life.” Oct. 
15, Prof. John Moore gives the Ingersoll 
defenders a splendid target, of which ten 
copies have been sent out. Oct. 17, J. C. 
Bell has a good one on the “ Double Stand- 
ard of Morals” among Christians. J. M. 
Gilbert hastwo letters. ‘‘ Mind Expresses 
Nothing Real” is the title of one; ‘‘Great 
Men’s Religion, a reply to E. H. J. on 
Christian Statesmen,” the other. D. Webs- 
ter Groh unsheaths the sword in ‘‘Self- 
Defense,” and drives Thomas Paine’s tra- 
ducer, ‘Common Sense,” to his corner. 
A. Johnson comes acrossthe continent with 
a plea for ‘Free Speech.” But my notes 
are never complete without a selection 
from our late ‘‘Prophet’’ henceforth 
“ Brer”?” Willard, Revere, Mass. 

“Mr. A. C. Armstrong—Sir: Pleased to 
state that I have at hand a circular of the 
American Press- Writers’ Association. After 
carefully perusing said circular, I am led 
to the conclusion that I want to enroll as 
an active member. My specialties are (1) 
Christianity; (2) Sunday Questicn; (3) Cur- 
few; (4) Public School Reforms; (5) ‘ Bible 
and Divorce.’ How soon can you enroll 
me? How shall I begin to exchange news- 
papers with members? What is the sub- 
scription price of The Truth Seeker? I 
want to subscribe. Will send a small dona- 
tion within a few days to belp pay for the 
next edition of the association’s circular. 
Yours very truly, Eucene B. WILLARD.” 

Now is the time for our Liberal friends 
to emulate ‘‘Brer’’ Willard’s example. 
Printer Cullingford will have a new edi- 
tion of name circular 3300 out the first of 
November, and we need your donaticns to 
circulate them. The Truth Seeker needs 
your subscriptions and every Press- Writer 
needs The Truth Seeker, which is now the 
only paper that prints notes of our work. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


a Kinghorn-Jores, J. Alfred, 36 Geary 
street, San Francisco, Cal. 

@ Livesey, Mrs Elta T., Sykesville, Md. 

4 Willard, Eugene B , Revere, Mass. 


REINSTATED. 

c Severance, G. A., 711 Pawling avenue, 

Troy, N. Y. 
WITHDRAWN. 

c Keever, Walter E., Box 228, Fountain 
City, Ind. 

e Ohl, John, 1700 Baltimore st , Baltimore, 
Md. 

CORRECTION. ` 

c Wettstein, Otto, 1945 Logan ave., Den- 
ver, Colo. 

HONORABLE MENTION. 

f Barnes, Jobn B.. Pittsfield, Me. 

J Phelps, Mrs. Hortense Malcojm, Otter- 
ville, Ontario, Can.; contribution, $1 
each. A. C. ARMSTRONG 

17 Leroy street, Dorchester, Mass., Oct. 17 


THE LORD’S DAY 
OR MAN’S? 


A Public Discussiom bet ween Byron Sunderland 
D.D., and W. A. Croffut, Ph.D., at Washington 
D. C., as reported in the Washington "Daily Post’ 
from January 27 to April 17, 1896. With sundry 
recent poems. 


By W. A, CROFFUT. 


Preface by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents 
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October 26, 1901 


99 The Leading Expo- 
nent of the New 


but an expounder of Í 
Thought Movement. 


“MIN 
ascertained Truth: > 


EDITED BY 
JOHN EMERY McLEAN and CHARLES BRODIE PATTERSON. 


This is the world’s largest and most important review of Liberal and Advanced Thought, It 
has just entered its fifth successful year, and has in preparation features that will render it more 
attractive than ever. Of immediate interest is the beginning, with t.e October number, ofa series 
of portraits, with biographic sketches of leading contributors. 

Each issue is an epitome of the latest and best information obtainable concerning the subjects 
upon waich MIND is quoted as authority—its special field being Progress and Research in 


Science............Philosophy..........Religion 
Psychology........ Metaphysics........ Occultism 
MIND is the acknowledged leader in the literary world, of the grcat Mental Science Movement 
that ig characteristic of our times, and should be in the hands of every thinker. 
80 pages monthly, large magazine size 
$2.00 a year.........+.20 Cents a copy. 


MIND is for sale on all news-stands, or may ‘be obtained direct from the publishers. 
THE ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO., s69 Fifth Avenue. New York, N. Y. 


Price Cut in “Two. 
A $4.00 Book For $2. 


Supernatural Religion. 


An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation. 


We have in stock a limited edition of this great work, which we are 
anxious to dispose of, and to do so will cut the price as above stated. This 
book is published in London at $15 00, bnt our American edition has always 
sold for $4.00. The work was published anonymonsly, but the author is 
now known to be Mr. Cassels, a nephew of the great Dr. Pusey, and one of 
the deepest scholars of England. Probably no work ever printed in Eng- 
land excited greater interest than this. The great inquiry was, ‘‘ Who is 
the author?” It is most damaging to the claims of Christianity, and its po- 
sitions and statements have never been refnted by the clergy. It is very 
scholarly, and enters into the examination of the original Greek in detail 
and with great exactness. It exhausts the subject of Miracles, the Synoptic 
Gospels, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, the Resurrection and 
the Ascension, and contains full replies to the anthor’s critics. ` 

The London Times in speaking of this great work uses this language : 
“No book published in the world, at any time or in any age, has had the in- 
fluence and effect on the thinking part of the community as this work. It 
has done more to open the eyes of the ignorant and credulons, and sweep- 
away the dogmas and cobwebs of superstition, than any other book.” 

The three volumes of the London edition (which sells for $15) are ac 
curately reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 pages, and the index is 
fnll and complete. While onr edition lasts we shall sell it for $2 to the 
readers of The Truth Seeker. Send in your orders early. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Dynamic Theory > 
£ Of,Life and Mind 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Constructed and 
Operated by the Dynamic Agencies of their respective Environments 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER ~ 


OVER 400 ILLUSTRATIONS, 87 Chapters, 1,067 Pages, and a 3-column 
index of I pages. Price, Express Prepaid by us, only $2. 75. 


This book is the most complete explanation of the processes of Evolution that has been printed. It 
is a handbook of the theory of Evolution, and is the condensed yet plain and ex: licit information to be 
found in a whole library. A good title for it would be “EVOLUTION FXPLAINED.” It is a demonstra- 
tion of the origin and development of the animal kingdom, including man, and that organisms in- 
stead of being hand-made and purposive (as theologians contend) are machine-made machines, oper- 
ated by forces outside of themselves (which overturns the Christian dogma of *" freewill”), and that 


mind is not a person or thingat all, but a form of physical energy. g , 

It shows the Telationahis. existing between man and the rest of animated creation in detail, prov. 
ingthe common origin and blood re ure It shows what the geologists have discovered, and 
theages in which the different species have flourished, It explains the natural selection of species, 
their sexual and artificial selection, and the processes of differentiation, It shcws the effect of temper- 
ature and other modifying agencies. It explains the origin of sex, the, action of the organs of our 
bodieswhich produce the senses, showing where the race gets its “ conscience and moral sense, what 
“the Will” is, and it answers according to the latest discoveries of science a hundred other equally 
important questions. It isa summary of the knowledge of the world upon the subject of the develop- 


ment of the earth and race. 

Itis a book for the Liberal student, lecturer, and debater. It gives technical information in an 
untechnical and easily understood manner. It is direct, simple, explicit. Every Freethinker should 
have it, should read j, should study it, and explain to the minister how foolish the little scheme of 


creation and “salvation” is. 


The price of this splendid work is $2.75. But we will send it with The Truth 
Seeker a year at a large discount—both ordered together, $4.50. 
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‘Eighty Years and More’ 


BEING THE REMINISCENCES OF l 
-<-ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.-=- 


— 


12m0. 475 pp., complete in one volume, cloth bound, with eleven portraits. 


Address” THE TRUTH SEEKER í 
28 Lafayette Flace, New Vork City, , 
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. , Price, $2. 


